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THE OPPOBJTUNITY 0F BAPTISTS IN PRESENT
REL).GIOUS PROGRESS.*-

The topie on whichi 1 have been asked to speak seems to me
to imply (1) thiat there is at the present time what may properly
be called religious progress, and (2) that there are opportunities
for Baptists in conneetion withi th-.s religious progrcss that up
to the date of the Sixteenth Baptiet Congress they are negleet-
ing, to, utilize or to utilize in full mieasùre.

It stands to reason that, if we as Baptists would av-il our-
selves, as is mneet, of the opportunities that, present themselves
to us hecause of current religioiis progrswe ushaeom
delinite conception of whiat constitutes religious progress. I
venture to suggest, that religious progress is not necessarily in-
volved in the gDtrowing influence of the Iatest forms of âpeculative
philosophy on the theological thinking of the time. Eve+ything
here depends upon the determination of the question, whether
the current philosophy is fundamentally true. If modern philo-
sopliy, or any particular phase of it, is unquestionably truc in
its methads and in its resuits, thon we must conclude that it is
the correct hun)an exprcssion of the divine thought, and the
more our theology is dorninated by it the botter. To say that
tiiere cannot possibly be any contradiction between truc philo-
sophy or science and truc theology is to utter an axiom. Each
within its sphere inust express the thought of Cod himself, and
where, their spheres touch there must be perfect harmony.

It may be said with equal confidence, that, for the Christian
thie grounds of assurance regarding the reality and the finality
of the divine revelation that led up to, wvas enibodied in, and
proceeded from Jesus the Chirist are vastly superior to any that
are possible regarding the maxiims of any nierely human philo-
sophy. So far as modern theologizing represents a weakening
of the influence of the eterna1 verities of divine revelation and a
substitution therefor of the produets of the unaided human in-
tellect, it would bc a misnomer to speak of it as an exemplifica-
tion of religious progress.
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