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tier, Mr. J. A. Macdonald, Mr. Brown, and others,
have troddcn the thorny path to greatness, be-
gpattered with the vitupurativn of thelr oppo-
peats; and Mr, Holton js apparcntly wending
his way to the same goal. Our rcaders are
acquainted with Dr. Walcot's atory of “The
Pilgiiins and the Pease”  Befure starting ou
Liis journcy, ono of the penitents had taken the
precaution to boil the pease which Lo was con-
demned to carry in his shoes, and ko performed
Lis pilgrimage with great caso and cumfort;
tho other, who had neglected tho culinary pro-
cess, crept painfully over the samo road with
weary limbs and bleeding feet,  Itis thus, too,
it tho race of pulities, While some go lightly
over the course, somo sink ou the route, or come
in wounded and distressed. Weo imagine that
Mr. Holton i3 one of those who lwve furgotten
¢ 10 buil bis pease,” and that hie suffecs iore from
tho omission than his pride and self-respect
would willingly confess. But, if so, ho ought to
remember that he i3 only payiag the penalty that
others Lave paid befuro bum, and which many
will pay after bim if watters arc not greatly
altered in this respect in tho days to come.
Perhaps, after all, these fierce onslaughts are
merely * pretty Fapny's way.” Certain African
tribes, as a prelimnary cercmony to clecting 2
king, ncarly stono him to death,

It is o pity, ncvertheless, that this babit of
shuwering persvaul abuse v e heads of pola-
cal opponents should ot be reformed. It is
almost uscless, often meaningless, and generally
detrimental to the public welfare. That it does
not impruvo cither the mauners or the morals of
the community, we need scarcely say. Like the
pillory in the olden time,it ceases to beapunish-

- ment even for crime, when it falls equally on the
just and upjust; snd pelitical cunsure haows
fittle distinctioan now-a-days. o have called
it a habit; and, like similar habits and customs, it
is destined to run its course Wit us as it has done
with our elders, and perhaps our betters, since
the days of TlLersites duwuwnards, leaving it a
legacy to posterity, as & portion of our annals
which our children will not L¢ proud of. We
need not go far for pror€ .. o rassertions. Within
living memory every public mnan of any cminence
among us bas, at some period of his carcer, been
the butt of slanderand vituperation. Yet who be-
lieves now that Denis B. Vigerwas the enemy of bis
country 7 Who belicves that Robert Baldwin was
a hypocrite and awraitor? And both were called
by these, and if possible, worse names, for scve-
ral years before and after the union of the Cana-
das. Tho writers and oraters of the United
States have indulged inthe vice of personal and
political outrage ina degree seldom witnessed
elsewhere in tho present century. But, the in-
stances are so numcrous and so familiar 10 every
one that we shall not attempt to recapitulate
them, England has outgrown the cra in the
political life of a nation when opponcanls are
coverod with filth, as a substitute for argument;
yet she has seen the day, when, both in Par-
liament and tho Press, she swas quile as
gailty as her neighbours in that respect. The
coutests between Walpole and bis assailants
were of tho most violent character; and Fox
told Lord North that be would ncver rest con-
tented until he saw bis head rolling on the scaf-
fold. The curious sequel to this ferocious threat,
as all ¢he world knows, was that shortly after,
the accuser and tho 2ccused joined in forming

the celebrated coalition Ministry of 1783, 1o
bavo at tho present momenta parallel to tho
last caso ia tho coalition betweon Mr. Georgo
Brown and his old cnemies Messrs Cartier and J.
A. Macdonald, whom ke had been combating for
years, and denouncing as tho most corrupt
winisters who ever managed the government of

this or any other country, but whom new he.

bas discovered to be, not ¢ corruptionists,” but
puro statesmen and patriotic citizeus, Wo dv
not blame Mr. Brown fur tho course ho hay pur-
sucd to allay tho dangerous spirit of anger and
disgontent which certainly prevailed in bothsece-
tions of th Province at the perivd that hoaccepted
uflice, Lal wo wentin tho fact a3 a warnig to
othiers, aud the remembrance of which ought not
to b lost on himsclf. A good rule in news-
paper controversy i3 to Wwrito nothing about
any one which yuu would nut say before nsface,
in open debate, dispassionately and deliberately.
If this were always done, much injustice would
be avoided. Of course, howover, nu rules can
bind the tongues ur tho pens of those were con-
doftiers of party who unfortunately nre too pu-
merous in tho political world. There is one es-
cuse, such as it is, which the Canadian journal-
ists can advanco in extepuativn of tho violence
which often disfigures their columns. Daily
papers prevail in great numbers, and most of
them can only afford to cmploy a single editor
who has to rack Lis brajus fur matter to spin
into one or more articles, some 313 days every
year. Few aro entitled to more commiseratibn
than such o man—unless it be his readers. Now,
of all sorts of writing—not cven excepting the
prosy—the easiest is the gbusive. Such is one
of the chief sources of the violence of the Cana-
dian press.

We aro aware that this our homily will avail
little in amending the evil of whick we complain,
and which is 5o detrimental to the respectability
and usefulness of a noble calling. Rat we have
discharged our conscience in the premises, leav-
ing our words to fuil upon guud or barren ground,
as fate and circumstances may direct.
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Books for roview should be forwarded, assoon as pub-
lislied, to the Editor, SATURDAY ReaDER, Moutreal,

THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE,

HOSE who havo read Dr. Draper's “ Intellectua)
Development of Europe*’ do not need 10 be told

thiat its author stands in 1ho front rank of those bold
thinkers who havo pressed tho study of speculativo
phlilosophy on the world of letters. The publication of
that great work in 1863 created o profound sensation
amovg tho learncd of Europe. Thoso who agreed
with tho author in tho peculiar theory ho sought to
cstablish wero enrapturcd with his powerful, and,
apparently conclusivo arguments, no less than by the
literary ability displayed in overy page; whilo those
who disagreed with his theory found in bis book such
an imperial store of trcasured rocords of uncounted
histories and biographlics, portraying, in a manner at
onco graphicand accurate, all tho grand turning points
in Europcanstory, that it immediately bocamo a valued
accession to almost every Nbrary. In tho prefacoto his
present worke the author tells usthat *Tho Intellec-
tuzl Development of Eurepe’” basalready runthrough
a great maany cditions, reprints, and translations, and
that this sppreciation was agsin exhibited in regard
tn tho four lectures deliverod Jast winter beforo tho
New YorkHistorical Society, which supply thoframo-

4 "Thon&nt: on the Clvll rohg of Amcﬁcn." by
Jobn William Draper, ¥ New York: Har
per Brothers; Afontreal. Dawson Brothers,

work of his prosont book. Tho proposition that man.
kind, as woll as all inferior orcation, is complotely
under the control of fxed natural laws, and that tho
social advancemeont of tho human raco is entirely de-
pendent upon oxternal clrcumstances, I8 not now.
Comte, Buckle, and otlier emigout men have pro-
pouuded tho samo theory, butto Dr, Draperisduotho
creditof putting it into something liko practical shape,
by bringing the history of the European and Asiatic
races, tho teachings of every acceredited scicuce, and all
pow discoveries, to its demonstration,

Dr Draper has studicd bistory; that is very plain;
but whether tho theory ho deduces from it has been
tho result of thoe study, or tho study tho result of the
theory, is apother matter. Tho object of the presont
work is to show how this theory applics to America,
with the view of giving direction to Amcrican politics
avd statesmanship. Tho buok is divided into four
parts, tho first of which is dovoted to an examination
of tho * Xnfluences of Climuto ** or: thesocial condition
of man. Wo proposo to confine our prosent remarks
to this part of the work. It is diflicult to compress
foto the limlts of o review, even tho outiines of a work
of 80 wido a range, and of such unusual ambition;
abstruso theories, are always made moro intelligible
by illustration; and it {s not withoutregretthat woare
compelled to pass over tho similitudes of unsurpassed
beauty with which our author has aderned his pages,
Tho doctrino sought to Lo established is the exist
of “ Controlling Law,” to whoso resistless influcnce
man and all animal and vegetablocreation ate subject.
This natural law, which cxercises so important func.
tions in tho rolo of lifo, is made apparent to us by tho
influenco of climato upon man. ¢ Tho aspect of man,”
wo aro told, in colour and form, oscillates botween two
extremes.  Submitted for + ductimo to & high tem-
perature, ho will become dark, or if to n low tempera-
ture, o will bocomo fair. Tho form of the skuil will
also alter.” No race, it would appear, iain s state of
unchangeability, or ablo successfully to maintair its
presentphysiognomy ifthocircurstances under which
it lives undergo alteration. It holds itself ready with
equnl facility to sink to a baser or riso to 8 more ele-
vated stato,

*Thero aro two typical forms of skuil, popularly
distinguised as the zavago and tho civilized. The for-
mer gives a dotestablo aspect to the countepance—a
reccding forchead, over which tho bair encroaches on
tho eycbrows; tho nostrils gaping, and sceming to
coter directly backward into tho hicad; thejaw pro-
Jjecting, tho mouth open, tho teeth uncovered. In tho
other tho forchead is vertical; tho brow expawsive,
and with an air of intellectuality ; tho face capablo of
expressing tho most refined cmotions; tho cyes in an
indescribable but significant manner manifest th cexal.
ted powers of tho 1mind, and the lips are compose dor
compressed.

 Between theso two typlcal extremes therearo many
intermediatoe forms. Extremo heator extreme cold, a
lifo of pbiysical hardship, tend to tho production of the
baser; alifo of caso in a genial climate, to tho bigher
typo. And sincoour pursnits, and thereforo our modes
of thought, and thereforo ourfeclings, depend upon the
climatewe aro living in, its influences will be iudica-
ted by the general construction of tho dbrain, and
thereforo by tho form of the ekull.

« For perfection in the construction of the brain
many conditions must bo satisGed. It is not wmere
mass alore thatis required, butalso symmetrical or-
ganization of tho several parts. Thomost prominent
characteristic of this organ is jts symmetrical double.
ness. 1t consists of two halves, a rightand aleft;
hzalves they ought hardly to be celled, for cach is
completo in ftsclf, and resembles its fcllow., Every
person has thus two perfect brains, cach of which ean
conduct most of tlho usual mental acts. .And, indeed,
this symmetrical doublenossoccurs thrqughout all that
poriion of tho nervous system which is devoted, ass
plysiologists term it, to animal life: so much so, that
it might bo aflirmed that every person §s composed of
two symmetrical individuals, a xight oncand aleft,
which to o certain extent Jead indopendent lives; for
instance, ono may bo struck by palsy, the otber may
cscspe.

+Theso doublo organs do not double thointensity of
onr perceptions, but only render them moro precise.
For curront uscs oncsido oftho brain alono may ba
employcd, but when wo requiro grester cxactness
both aro broughtinto play. Thoy can giveascparate,
ora conjoint, or, as some singular facts show, an
alternating action.  How often, when ono hemisphero
Is engaged in somo ordinary pur:wit roguiring its




