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Tu the midst of the rush of church
and mission-house bullding, Christinag
came upon us, Preparations for the
celebration. the practising of Christmns

carols and the placing of Christmax
decorations, had  been  going on for
weeks,

We  had  been  tenching them that

UChrietmas was to be n time of pedce-
making, of love and of joy: and they got
the idea, partly from the influence of
the mission at Metlakatla, that all the
quarrels  and  misunderstandings,  and
even their financial obligations, were all
1o be settled before the day came, which
was  to  commerate the birth of Our
Lord the Saviour, Oun thiz account we
were busy with great councillings, nnd
the seftling  of disputes of all kinds,
night after night, often until midnight,

Christmas eve came, and the nir ree
xounded with the xongs of the carol sing-
erg  as  they went from place to pliee
throughout the town, xingitg the sweetly
heautitnl old time melodies which the
missionary's wife had tavght thewm,

As u preparation for the oceassion
every patl through the place, amonyg
the lnrge heathen lodges (there was only
one shingled honse outcide the fort, be-
sides the new Jittle mission house just
completed), was lined on  both  sides
with evergreens, and along the rough
bridge from the main shore to the island
Fvery imaginable kind of kunp or lan.
torn was brought into use for the general
illumination, and in many of the houses
a dish with a little oll and a rag in i*
added its share to the brightness, T.arge
fireg were burning all unight, and perfect
order and quiet throughout the entire
villnize was demanded by the council
while the singers went their rounds,

The old peaple sat avound the grent
fires, waiting patiently until the singers
came and they said “we were listening
for the songs of the ungels,”
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As the early morn came on, the oll
nurse went out from the mission heuse,
where the first fittle white babe had been
horn Tt two days before, and returning,
heowght into the room with her the noble
old ehieftess, I'he  missionary, fearing
the resutlty, had warned his wife not to
permit thetn to come in to see the little
one,  But the persuasive appesl or the
nurse on bhehalt of “Su-dalth,” the great
chief woman, prevailed, and she was ad-
witted futo the om and put wp her
hands {u astonighment before the mother
and the wonderful baby,

By this time there was great excite
ment throuchont the village, people were
moving from house to  house shaking
hands with everyone, oxpressing  their
zond will, and wishing one another a
happy Christmas,

No sonner had the old Iady returned
with the news that she had seen the
little white child, when a string of hue
wan bemngs atarted up the hill to bring
their zreetings to the missionary and
his wife, and satisfy their curiosity, As
one in such high rank had heen allowed
to enter the room, it wax impossible to
prevent the others without showing par-
tinlity, and so one by ane they were per-
witted to stream in one door and out of
the other, shaking hands with the moth-
er and seeing the bahy, Ag yon may
wuese, !t was something of an ordeal,
but fartunately neither mother or babe
sermed to suffer,

Immediately after this eleven o'clock
service was announced, anl all the vil-
lngers vepaired to Chief Skow-gwate's
house on the island. This Iarge buila-
ing, similar to the one shown in our cut.
was crowded. Four windows were plae-
ed in it for light, two fu front and two
at the back. something of a variation
from the old time arrangement: the
roof was covered with bark, and an im-
mense crest pole stood at the door, repre-

n

wenting the clan of the chief. We had a
delightful service, the singing being led
by Mrx, Morrison, wife of Chie( Factor
Morrison at the Iort, and her brother

The afternoon was spent in feasting,
little family gatherings, where reconciled
friends met,  ‘Lhese oceurred among the
wore Clhivisting part of the community
One man told me he had attended four-
teen parties, it certainly spoke volimns
for hig ability to store away provisions

In the evening a magie lantern exhi-
bhition of sceripture views was presente-d
to the intence delight of hundreds of peo-
e,

Next day, still keeping up the festivi-
tiex, the whaele village was iuvited to a
fenst in Chief Sukesay-uk’s house, the
mivsfonary among the number, ¢

After they had partaken freely of the
fool  gpeeches  were made by the
chiefs  and  leading  people,  telling
how joytul and happy they were that
they had seen that day, At the close of
the speech-making, they began to clap
their hands and cheer meerily, when the
missionary, not having yet learned their
Innguage, asked what it meant, and they
replied. that they had bheen  lookinu
throngh the records of their people for a
snitable name for the missionary's
danghter, and uas he was now to be con-
neeted with Taege-uk’s (the IKing of ths
mttion)  tribe, the name of his little
duughter was to be  A-she-gemk, and
they cheered ngain,

On aeain making enquiry as to the
meaning of this name, he was told that
it meant “leg of the sun or moon,” or
treelv interpreted “Sunbenm.” This we
added to her English name Jessie, and
ac such she has always been known
“Jeoasie’” to usg, and “Sunbeam” to them,
Jessie Sunbcam, Flowever, many happy
Christmag times mny come and go, there
will none be more brightly pleasant to
our memory than our first Christmas at
Fort Simpson.



