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Lesson VIII.

JOSHUA, THE NEW LEADER

November 23, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESBONS—The Book of Joshua, to which the Lessons now pass, is divided into two
balves : I. The Conquest of Canaan, chs. 1-12. 1f. The Division of the Land, chs. 13-19.
GOLOEN TEXT—Be strong and of a good courage.~—~Joshua 1 : 9.
Memorize vs. 5, 6. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Joshua 1: 1-9. Read Joshus, chs. 1, 2.

1 Now after the death of Mo’ses tho servent of the
Lord it came to % . that the Lord spake unto Josh’ua
the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying.

2 Mo'ses my servant is dead ; now thercfore arise,
go over this Jor’dan, thou, and all this people, unto the
%and wlxhich 1 do give to them, even to the children of

s’rael.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
g on, 1 that have I given unto you, as I said unto

o’ses.

4 From the wildern..s and this Leb’anon even unto
the great river, the river Euphra’tes, all the land of the
Hit'tites, and unto the great sea toward the going down
of the sun, be your 2 cosst,

5 There shall not sny man be ablo to atand before
thee all tho days of thy life : as I was with Mo'ses, e0 I
will be with thee : I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

6 Be strong and of a good courage : for 3 unto this
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be ¢ thou strong and very couragcous, § that
thou mayest observe to do acoomj:J; to all the law,
which Mo’sos my servant commanded theo : turn not
from it fo the right hand or i the left, that thou mayest
\d pto%pe.r whithersosver thou

8 This book of the law sball not depart out of thy
wmouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein : for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

9 Have not I commanded thee 7 Do strong and of a
good courage ; be not 7afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed : for the Lord thy God ¢s with thee whitherso-
ever thou goest.

Revised Version— to you have I given it, as I spake unto ; 2border ; 3 thou shalt cause this people to in-
herit the land ; ¢ Omit thou ; ¥ to observe ; ¢ have good success ; T aflrighted.

Daily Roadings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Secretary, 56 Old Bailey, London,
England.)—M.—Joshua chosen, Num. 27 : 18-23. T.—The charge to Joshua, Deut. 31 : 14-23. W.—Joshua,
the new leader, Josh. 1: 1-9. Th.~If God be for us, Rom. 8 : 31-39. F.—Girded with strength, Ps. 18:
31-39. 8.—The Christian soldier, Eph. 6 : 10-18. 8.—Divine encouragement, Isa. 41 : 8-16.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Josaua’s Promo-
TION.—1. Afterthe death
of Moses ; and at the ehd
of the thirty days' stillness
in the camp of Isreel on the
plateau of Moab east of the
Jordayn, duripg which Israel
had wept and mourned for
its great lawgiver (see Deut.
34 :8). Theaervantof tho
Lord ; the higbest possible
title in God-governed larael.
Moses is praised in Heb. 3 : 2
for his faithfulness. The
Lord spaks ; as Israel's true
ruler and guide. Joshus
the son of Nun ; now over
eighty yesrs old, born, therefore, in slavery in
Egypt, an Ephreimite (Num. 13: 8), therefore de-
scended* from Joseph (Gen. 41: 50-52), the gen-
ersl under whom Isrsel defeated the Amalekites
(Ex. 17 :8-16), and the comrade of Caleb against
the ten cowardly spies, Num. 14:6-9. Moses’
minister ; attondant, faithful in all his forty yesrs
of eervice.

8. Moses..is dead. The great worker has van-
ished, but there must be no interruption in God's
work. Now therefore arise ; to take Moses' place.
Tho Lord thus confirms the selection of Joshua as the
successor of Moses (sce Num. 27 :15-23; Deut. 31:
8-7, 23). Go over this Jordan ; *the Desconder.”
From its source at the foot of the mountains in tho
north of Pelestine to its entrance into the Dead Ses,
the fall is 1292 fect. Between the.Sea of Galilee and
tho Deer See, about 60 miles, the river, in its windings,
traverses 200 miles. The command to cross this river
was a gevere test of Joshua's faith and coursgo, since,
on tho other side were numerous ard powerful foes,

The land..X do give ; and
therefore no foes could pre-
vent Israel's taking posses-
sion of it.

II. Josmua’s Pros-
PECT.—S, 4. 4s I said
unto Moses. See Deut. 11:
24. ¥rom the wilderness;
in whick Israel bad been
wandering for nearly forty
yearson their way to Canaan.
‘This was to be the southern
boundary of the Promised
Land. This Lebanon ;
“White Mountain,” the
snow-clad range 150 miles to
the north, which yet could be

scen from where Joshua stood,—the northern bound-
ary. The river BEuphrates ; “the good and abound-
ing river,’’ the largest, longest, and by far the most
important of the riversin Western Asie,—the boundary
to the east. The land of tho Rittites ; a powerful
«nation to the north of Palestine. The great ses ;
the Mediterranean,—tho western border. Coast ;
boundary.

III. JosBUA’s POWER—$-7. As I was with
Moses. The change of earthly leaders had made
no change in God or in His purpose to make of Isracl
a great nation. “‘As I was”..8c I will bo..I will
not fall. “I,” “I,” “I,” says God to Jogshua : itis
the Aumighty who i3 his helper. Be strong ; not in
your own might, but in that of God. Of a good
courage ; facing every foe with & steady nerve, an
upblenching eye, an immovable purpose. Only; s
word pointing like an index finger to the one necessary
condition of success. Do according to..tkhe law.
So, in Deut. 17 : 19 kings, and here Joshus, are bidden
to obey God's law, that they may prosper.




