
LESSON VII-November l5th, 1896.'

God's Blessing upon Solomon. i KiNGs 9: 1r-9.

(Commit to Mnemori -VLmcS8 4, 5).

GOLDEN Tnx:: "IThe blessîng of the Lord it mnaketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it."
Prov. Io: 22.

PROVE THiAT-God hears pra;yer. Ps. 65 : 2.

SHoRTER CATEtcHism. Questions 6o, 61, 62.

LESSON HyàtNs.-Ciidretis Hyninal-Nos. 6, 10, 222, 100. .

DAILY FORT.YONS. Monday. God's blessing upon Solomnon. i Kings 9 : 1-9.
Tueiday. Wisdom and understanding. Peut. 4: 1-10, Wednesday. Conditions of pros.
perity. Peu. il : 13-21. Iursdfay. Blessing of the Lord. Deut. 28:- 1-14- FtdaY.
Warsings fUlfilled. 2 Rings 25 : 1-10. Saturday. Theý heathen reproaching. jer. 22: 1-9.
Sabbahk. Godlincss is profitable. Ps. hiz. (The Z. B. B. A. Sclectzios).

HELPS IN STUDYING.
INTPODUcTORy. This second dreain froin God was not sent immediately after the festival

of-the Dedication. At least twenty years (verse io) liad elapsed since the events narrated in our
last lesson, but the vision refers to the prayer then offered up, P'araliel passage 2 Chr. 7: 11-27.

LESSON PLAN. 1. The Promise. vs. r-5. IL. The Warning. vs. 6-g.

Solomon erected a great many beautifol
palaces1 and Sounded cities and fortresses in
different parts of his empire. 2  Everything
that he uudertook, prospered, as God had
promised. But in his success he seems to have
forgotten bis duty to God. This is a real dan-
ger to everyone. S We ail need disap.
pointme:nt and sorrow to remid 'us that we!

depend upon God for every blessing we have.
Aan God appeared to Solornon in a dream

as when, at Gibeon,4 hie r>ffered h;m bis zhoice
of blessings. But now the vision is intended
hoth to confirm. the former promises and
s'harply admonish the king regarding hisdanger.
God bad testified at the trne by the cloud

ilngthe temple, 5 that he had accepted Solo-
xnnsprayer offered some twventy years before

* at the dedication of the temple, but -now he
refers to kt in order to connect the warning as
-wvell as the promise wvith that great occasion.

* God did not men to reta-act or.e word of al
he then said of blessing9s. His eye would ever
lie -upon the temple and bis people to, %atcli
over thein and his heart would love them6 no
mattez hoiv unworthy they rnight prove.

* esus shewed G spit cld compassion when
ewept over Jeruslein. If ever ive fail to

get %vhat Go'ý bas promised the fault is ours
not God's. Dvid asnot Perfect, by any
ineans, but he never lltered in his loyalty to
God. 7 le sinned grievously but h,- repented
sincerely3 He sbewed bis real sorrow

by neyer committing the saine sin twice.
At least this is true of those recorded in
bis life. That is the best test of repentance.
If we don't try to avoid the sin we say we
are sorry for we cannot really hate it. Again
God repeats the promise that ltad made David
$0 glad, 9 but the old condition of obedience
was attached to it. God promises no bless-
ing absolutely; our fitness of heart to, receive
it is always implied. IlAt al" here mneans

wholly,' "altogether.»- While there is
hope of reformn God is long-sufferinglO and
corrects bis children. It is only when they
shew that they will flot repent that he finally
casts them off. Children may receive the
blessiTg promised to their lathers, but only
on condition of imitating their parents' .piety.
If they love the world, or pleasure, or any
sinn more than God then ihe wilI tura away
fromi them. This threat was partially fulfilled
when the tes tribes revolted from under Reho-
bo=n,ll Solomon's son, but it is miore comn-
pletely so %vhen Nebuchadnezzar carried away
the king and people captives, to, Babylon and
burnt jerusalein and the temple. 12 It is again.
fulfilled i our day whea we see the Jews
dispersed and despised and the temple utterly
destroyed, all because they rejected and cruel-
lied Christ. 13 Ail sin is sharneful, and evea
the world will not respect those who do
Nwrosg. 1 4
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li Kings 7: i-S. 2LChr. S.:4-6. 3P-; 55: 19; 73- 5, 6. 41 -inS3 5 5EX. 29:
43; 2 Ci.5: 14; 7:- 1-3. C

6 Matt. 33 - 37. 7 Ps. IS8- 20-24. SPS. 32:- 5 ; Prov. 18: 13; 1
John x. S-îo. 02 Sain. 7.- 12, 16. 10E%-. 34; 6, 7; 2 Pet. 3: 9. 111 Rings Ml 34. 1'22 Rings
:Z5. 1-30. 23Mark 11: 9, 10. l4 Prov. i8: 3; io: 7.

LassoNs. i. God halloivz gifts that are made ivith a consecrated hcart. 2. Obediesce
brings blessings. 3. God w-ants our whole heart. ý. ('ýods judgments are sure. 5. Even
the Nvorld despises unwortby christians.
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