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mony borne te lîim by tlîe tcwn clerk of
Epliesus. Read intelligently biis episties
and thîe %jontroversies into 'vhichi lie ivas
forced, -;f yen would understand lus unethod.
Again, I ask, wilat hindered James and Johin
frorn having Uhc spirit of Jesusl ŽNot onily
the spirit of self-love evoked by the conduct
of the Sarnaritans, but a rnisunderstanding
on thieir part of IIolv Scripture. They
quoted a text from the Oki Testament, and.
considered thiat conclusive. But the truthis
in Itevelation are net ail on one and the
sarne place, likze the pictures that a man
paints whvlo bias ne knowledge of perspective.
.Truthis in Seripture are net ail alike abso-
iutely and universally binding. They nay
be trup. relativeiy te particular tirnes, couni-
tries, occasions, circuinstances, but net, true
universally. \Ve can learn frein thiemi wit1î-
eut feeling that thiey are for us. Thius the
ecclesiastica], the civil, the crirninal, the
Sabbath* the luarriage acd other laws, ,givenl
by God te, the Jewis are net binding on us,
save in se, far as the spirit of Christ teachies
us thiat they are suitable for our circuin-
stances, tee. In one word, we are net, under
.Moses, but under Christ. We m-ust regard
Scripture froim

THE RIGIIT POINT 0F VIEW.

It is net a mncchanismn but an erganisin. It
can be understeod, tlierefore, eniy frein its
heart. Christ is the heart, and wvhatsoever
is offered to Hlis spirit is not Linding on us.
Only as wve understand Him, do we under-
stand the Word. Unless we understand
Hlim, -%ve shahl have crude views of tlîe Word,
and narrew and distorted views oi life.
IIoly Seripture is not a catecbismn or collec-
tion of dogmas. That is a cemmion biît
rnlost mnistaken conception of the Word.
Our ereeds and confessions showi that that
-%vould be oui, ideal of a revelation froni Ged
te, man. E-Ioly Scripture is a histery. In
order te understand it tlioroughlly, we Must
uruderstand universai hîistory. Thierefere it
lias neyer yet been fully understood. We
must possess, tee, soitiething of the historie
imagination. W\e must make dlue alwances
for the tirnes and seasons, for the wvays in

w'ili te revelation was made, and the
necessary limitations of the organs of revela-
tien. Only thus can we ever approxiinately
understand its fou significance andi beauty.
Revelation took the formi of

A LO'NG IIISTORICAL MOVEuIENT,
delivered in its course by ail the natural
forces of the tirnes, and aise by a special
Lorce-that of the Spirit of tlîe living Ged-

penetrating and guiding the movenient to a
wvise andl loving-, predeterrnined end. E vi-
dently, thoen, Scripture is undcerstood fully
only wlien seen, flot as recording isolatcd
facts, but in its icelation to universal Iiistory.
We cannot isolate the religion of God froin
the Providence of Cod witlîout incalculable
loss. And wve niust include witin our view

process of graduai assimilation, ail the truthi
and power that tlhere is in every other re-

liio. "ruli, sid neofthe wisest of

is a foundation of reality. Whiere we differ
we are ail wvrong." The great proof that
Christianity is the absolute religion is that
it lias corne in contact wvithi every othier, and
that it

STANDS TUE DIVINE TEST

of the survivai 6f the~ fittest. It came in
contact with the religion of old Egypt and
learned fronm it sornething, and bias survived;
and is stili the relig ion of the greatest nations
on earllî, thousands of years after the glory
of E gypt departed. It camne in contact %vith
the religions of the surrouniding nations of
Caniai. n and Phoenieia, and learned sornething(
from theni. Thiey perishied. It came in
contact during the exile wvith 'Maydeismn, tie
purest of tbe old ethnic religions, and learned
sonmething from wvhat Zoroaster had taughit
and Cyrus beiiei-ed. ayesnsurvives
on]y anion- a fev Rirsees, the inerchant-
princes of 'Bomnbay.. Chiristianity carne in
contact next -%vithi the religions, flhe literature
anci philosophy of Oreece and rone, alld
Icarncd -rnuch from tliose great sources of
wvisclom. They, too, perishied as religions,'and it survived, taking up unto itself their
treasures of thought, and teaching, us in con-
sequence lessons wvithi regard to patriotismi,
te friendship and Cther virtues still needed.
by us. Tien it carne in contact wvith our
brave TLeutonie and Scandinavian ancestors,
and it learned frorn tlîern lessons of chivalry,
of respect an-d reverence for women and of

TIIE SANCTITIES 0F RlOME.

thiat filied it out Nvith. added power and
beauty. In a word, ail other religions
perished and Clîristianity survived. But
mnark 1it gained sornethiing frorn eachi an-d
ail of them.

Se, too, Christianity now is coming in coii-
tact with the grreat esoteric religions of thf,
East-linduism, i3nddhisun, Confucianism-
tue faiths that have given lialht and leading


