302 THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

We have frequently heen made sad by listening to Calvinistic
ministers at tea-meetings, Bible Socicty meectings, and Mission.
ary meetings. They will speak of the iniportance of spreading
the gospel, and civeulating the Bible; they will show what ha.
been done in the past by the heralds of salvation in the way of
disseminating the gospel; they will enlarge on how amuch mor
might have been done for Jesus if his followers had been mor
active and liberal, and urge on their hearers greater diligenes
in the Lord’s work. Men who hold and who have sworn t
maintain and defend & erced which tcaches that God has do
creed to save a certain and definite number only, and to pas
by the rest of mankind, declaving that more souls might have
been converted if Christians had been morc united, labor
ious and liberal! | Now these men cither hold the Westmin
ster Confession as their creed, or they do not. If they do,
they ought not to talk as above iidicated. If they do not,
then they ought to repudiaic the ereed; because no two thins
can be more antagonistic than the Calvinistic doctrine of elec-
tion and such sentiments; and no conduet can be more ineon-
sistent than to hold by the erced, opposc those who have di
carded it, because it is false, and, at the same time, give utter
ance to them., Such sentiments are in themselves true and
important. It is true that God’s people might have done muck
mere for Jesus and the salvation of men had they been more
zealous in his cause. But the truth of such a statement i
seen only in the light of a doetrinal system that is at the op
posite pole from that of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
And yet many who make such statements as these have excluded
from their fellowship those who maintaia the doctrines which
give to them consistency, and for no other rcason than their
holding them. We think we have a right to complain of this
conduct in many Calvinistic ministers. They will denounce w
as heretics, because of the views of divine truth which we ad
vocate, set forth that these are pernicious, and yet hold a erced
which teaches that the destinies of all men were fixed from
cternity, and that sinners are converted by omnipotence. Hovw
can any doctrine be pernicious in the light of such a creed?
We admit that men have a right to hold and teach Calvinism,
but we think they ought to be censistent with it. The attempt
to be so would be convincing proof to them of its, utter un-
soundness, X. Y2



