
THE CHRISTIAN BANNIR. 3

ofhbaving one of them baptized, and think it would have been simplen in
nie to have had it done.

Yours in the gospel of Christ,
A L3vliz or TUEF Titu'rt

IIpon the above, the editor of the IlMessenger"' offers the following
reflections:

"Ail we have to say respecting the above case, is, that it shows, in
a grievous f'orni, the superstitious influence of the unscriptural praetioe
of wvhat is ca1hed iiifttnt baplisim. These superstitions notions origina-
te~d the cubtuoin at thie firât, anid tIxey btill niaintain a powcrfuil influence
on the minds of thc ignorant at the present day. But the faet that
men professing to be teachers of religion sbould have the temerity te
avow that unless a dying babe is sprinkled witli a few drops of water,
and signed on its forehiend w'ith a watery cross, by an Episcopally or-
dained clergyman, it mill go to perdition, is a xnost awful display of
crueity, ignorance, and bigutry. Wc quostion. mnuel i wethcer the cntixce
ainais of heathenism eau furnish anything more gross, deceptive, or er-
roneous, than this priestly dogma of pretending, te rQave dyxng infants
from perdition, by the cerexnony of sprinkling and erossing."1

For two reasous the preccding extracts are presented to, the commu-
nity thiat reads the Christian Banner.

lst. Our fricnd of the Il Messeniger," -%vhile devoutly attenipting te
convince bis readers that the language, of thispaper is radically lacking
in charity, semis at tuies te, employ bis peu as harshly and rudely u
those whoni lie eondcxnns.

~n.Ail wiio, study the Saced Bookc and arcecarnestly at work

copying primitive models, should sec how mucli there is yet te perform
ere oui countryxxen bliafl cnjoy the liberty and the 'wisdom of christian-j ty. -D. 0.

J. T. JOHINSON AND TRE SALARY SYSTEM1.

The subjoincd letters deserve to be rend extensively. The reply to
jbrother Johnson is from the pen of the editor of the Gospel Advoeate.
It is very refreshing te find even one periodical standing up nanfuily
for the primitive order of things, even thougli dear brethîren Lave te, be

opposed iu taking the stand. The singular spiritual commercialism

Iencompassed ini what is ealled the salary system, whieh was thoroughly
exposed twenty-five, years ago by the disciples, is beeoming just as con-
veulent and fashionable among the brçetherhood of the reforniation in


