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eigrht or ton in number. They are froin different; parts of the island, and have
been attreicted te the harbour hy the éandal wood estalishmnents, on which thûy
uire a sort of dýpendants. ihey neithier prefess heatlîcnism nor christianity, but
]ive without any raligion. 'rhey are inuch more deînoralized thian thoir lieitthea
couritrynien by their intercourse withi white iuen. Now a iinani heltnging te thid
party is known to have said tigit if co of their number, who %vas very ili, shuuld
die, the ckurch woluld. ho burnt ; the ina diod and the clînrch; wiw burnt soon
afcer. Another of the party confesses tliat hoe said it was his intention go hurm
the church when the thatch wvas dry enoti-gh for bis purpose, bu, cf course donies
hcving donc se. I ,%ivsionwn at eue of the sandal wood estîblishinents two
weeks heti.re the church wets burnt that the party alluded te intended te do it,
but no intimuation cf thoir desigi wvas givon to me or te any of the natives. I bo-
lieve tlîat thcoy regret thle straînge omission new, arid are not witlioutlfèars that taon
ivhe bure ehurelhes xla y net seruiplo e tu olest themn in a silailar Wvay. TIhe reeson
given for silonee was the irnprobtsbihity of sucli a thing being donc.

Since tFc loss of our chutreli wve nicet in a neir sohOol bouse iohl wvas opened
or'ly at wcok hefore the siokness broke eut. The ehurci -%vas not; talion frein us
withotît a reasi'n. Ve were ail most probably toc protid of it. It vwaz ne doubt
the best building in Western Polynesia. Perhaps we have been devoting tee,
rinuoh attention to the oxiernals of religion, and toc litte to the th 'ings whicli zre,
vital. essential and saving. ,%ay the event lic saneuified te us ail. z>Ve hope te
repair the building in duo tinie, and perhape te iuiprove it. 1 long for the timne
vilien wve niay lie pertuitted again to assemble in it, but aine! many who womabip-
ped with us there, vill -%vorship ivith us ne more on this 8ide cf the grave.

FEAJiFUL 1IIURRICANS.
1 close my accunt cf disasters by a bni notice cf a féarful hurricane whieh

passcd over thîs island on the 15thi cf lest inonh. WVe had two, hurricanes this
season prc-tious te the cyclone te which 1 roieýr. but they %vilI bear ne coiiipison
te it. Few cf the present, geceration have witne8sed se tiovere a ctorin. The con-
tre of the lit'ricano passed directly over the island. This we knewv because we
had a short intorval cf dead calin aftor whîchi the wind came up frein anothor
quarter. Neov it bas beon ascertaincd that there le a sert cr vacuni in the con-
tre cf the rcviviing hurricanes whmieh prevail in these latitudes. TI'Im ameuint cf
dainige done by the hiurricane wves immense, and it will beyeare before the island
recnver8 Eroui the cffecîe of it. Trecs wec tomn np hv theo mots, lieuses blown
dowvn in every direction, and a great qtuantity cf iood destrcycd. Food wvill bie
-very seiirce this yocr, and it ie cniy the great inortality from. disease tliat is lmkely
te save the island frein the bornons cf famine. Theo miy injury sustained by us,
was the lors cf ail our fences, and tho thatch partly blown off our lieuses. 31n.
Copeland*s station hoivever bas suffered severely. The sea came up into thie lieuse,
dvstroyed the large and beautîful building in îvhicl the Normal Selîcel was
tatight, and batterod in the front cf the cburch, wicl wae aIse injtired by the
wind. Nearly ail Mr Copeland's echool bouses %vere destroyed, and a flew cf
mine. TIhe seig on the north aide of the island nmust have been 10 foot above high
water mark. Two lives were alec les t on the niglit cf the hurricane. U ne we-
np ivas swrept away by tlîe'sea and seen ne more, cnd a an îva burnt te doath

in a grass lieuse, which was hlown down, and c.tugbit lire bofore hoe cou Id escape.
Tvo vessels whicli were lying in the harbour wero wçreokod. As the hurricane
caine the îvoek aftcr the church was burnt, the natives regard it as ajudgîmient on
the islarîd for that wieked deed. The natives cf thie and othor evangelised islande
secîn te v'icîv ail caýamities as the effects cf cia. They are like the Jews cf old
who said, "1Master, wlio did &in, this man or his parents that lie was borii bliîîd 'Z"
or lilce the barbarous people cf Mehita wvho sad of Pqui, "l No doubt; thie man isl
a mnurderer, ivbom though he bath escapod the sea, yet vengeance sufficretit net; te
]ive." The visitations cf God are sent for trial as wieil as Re punislimncnt. It le
a much wiser anid safer course toencdeavotir te impreve thcm, than pronouinco
judgmeuù on Gods design mn sending theai.

REPLECTIONS.
1 have now given you a brie? account of disasers, which have foliowed cchl

,otimer ini quick succession. It me a remarkable fact that aevere calanîlties have be-


