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at our desive would be a positive calamity
to our missivn. Our enterprise is vne of
mercy and not of judgment, and we forget
our high officc when we invoke the venge-
ance of earthly power on the benighted
natives around us. If we would succeed
among these islanders we must draw them,
with the cords of love, and heware of every-
thing that would repel them.  The rebuhe
of Christ to the two disciples who wished
fire from heaven to consume their ¢nemies
is always memorable, “Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of. For the Sun of
man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but
tosavethem.” My own practise has always
been in accordance with my views. Dur-
ing the carly years of the Anciteum mission
I passed through many perils, and suffered
the los. of property also; but the idea of
requesting a man-of-war to punish the na-
tives never oveurred to my mind, and no
complaint was ever made by me. I may
state also that after the death of Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon on Erromanga, when Com-
modore Seymour spohe of shelling the dis-
trict in which the murderers lived, I oppos-
cod this on the ground that the natives had
acted under the influence of surperstition
and at the instigation of others, and so
instead of heing * greatly disappointed that
nothing was done at Erromanga,” I was
greatly pleased that no punishment was in-
flicted on the natives. I think the geueral
impression of missionaries and others who
Loow meis, that I would have udien no

jart in late events if I had been here at the

time. The first missionary of the London
Society who wrote me after the Curacoa’s
visit to Tanua, says, ‘I do not think that
you would have gune on sach an expedi-
tion.” A sandal wuod trader, in spesking
to me lately on the same subject, said,
 This would not have happened if youhad
heen here.” It is due to Mr., Inglis to say
that the subject was not & practical one
before he left the islands for Britain, and
there was little said about it after his return.

I come now to speak of the Curacoa’s
visit to the islands, and I shall confine my
remarks to her doings on Tanna; as this is
the only island on which anything cffective
was done. At the time of her arrival the

missionary brethren were holding their
aunual meeting on Anciteum. They felt
iv to be their duty to present a memorial to
Commodure Wiseman stating gnievances
against the natives, and asking for the re-
dress of these; they wished him also to
tuhe such steps as he might deem proper to
render life and property more safe in time
to come. The brethren saw their way more
clear to this, beeause they uunderstood thag
a request had already been presented by this
mission to the Governor-General of New
South Wales for a man-ofwar to visig
these islands, and investigate the murders
and outrages committed on them. I under-
stood, says Mr. Inglis, that * Mr. Geddie
and every member of the mission then n
the field concwrred in it and tluswas the
understanding of others also. This must
refer to a memorial signed by Mr. Cope-
land and myself in which there is a simple
reyuest for the removal of a dangerous Bn-
tish subject from Erromanga, and there is
nut a word of complaint against the natives
in it. Our brethren could scarcely have
cntered on so serious a matter as calling in
a man-of-war under more disadvantageous
circumstances. All the events complained
of against the Tannese had taken place
befure Messrs, Morrison, Gordon and Me-
Cullagh had arrived at the islands; and
most of them during the absence of M.
Inglis to Britain. It was most unfortunate
that Mr. Paton, the chief complanant,
should have been alone at such a time, for
we know that from the depressing effects ot
discasc and harassing trials, he was otten
led to take too gloomy = view of passing
events. All parties we helieveacted for the
best, and if any error has been commitied
their peculiar circumstances must be the
excuse.

The missionaries having prepared their
memorial waited on the Commodore, who
courteously received them, and promised to
do every thing in his power to carry out
their wishes. s he could not hold inter-
course with the natives he requested that
some of their number should act as inter-
preters, and that the Dayspring should go in
company also. These requests being ac-
ceded to the expedition sailed: for the jslwnd



