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HRiscellaucons.

Empirical Nostrums,

It ig pitiful to see how intelligent men and women

will allow themselves to be fooled—thiere is no other
word for it—by the brazen quacks of our day. There
is generally just one sentence in their lying an-
nouncement that tells trath; it is that in which «all
other preparations” are denounced as dangerous; the
anly improvement would be in leaving out the word
sother.”  Reckless of the fact that thousands are
<uflering from the foolish u~¢ of one or another
= patent medicine,” other thousands rush blindly
along the same road  Our attention bas been called
more pavticularly to the poisonous compounds sold
as haiv-washes, reinvigorators, &e.. by an avticle in
the Journal of Applied Chemistry.  The point is that
the most of these washes which are *not a dye,”
(that is, do not produnce an instantancous darkening
of the hair), contain sugar of lead, which, by uniting
with the sulphur of the hair, or in the wash itselt,
tormg, when exposed to the atmosphere, a dark sul-
phiuret of lead, which, ot course, colours the hair.
The nse of these lead washes frequently produces
paralysis. Twocasesare mentioned trom the personal
knowledg. of the writer of the article, one being o
paralysis of the left eyelid and tongue, the other be-
&ianing in the left arm and extending gradually over
uearly the entire body, This is a subject that Qe-
~erves attention.  The cases of partial or total para
lysis traceable to the use of these dangerous com-
pouands are many, and_are growing more numerous.
1f people are not satisfied with the color which nature
or time has given their hair, let them use no * wash™
until they become satisfied by analysis that there is
no sugar of lead in it. The manufacture of these in-
sidioug, unlabeled poisons ought to he prohibited by
law. Their bad efiects ave more extensive than could
be believed by unthinking people—and they are
many.

Roads ard Road Making,

D. C. Richmond, the notedfruit man near Sandusky,
who has traveled o great deal in both hemisplieres,
writes to the Register concerning roads:

Wearegetting waked upin ourtewnaboutroad mat-
ters. and it is high time, for onc is likely to break
his neck, wagon or gomething clse it he travels on
them.

Pediaps the best roads and doves are in and
around i’.xris. In their construction, they first drain
them, and then lay down a heavy superstructure of
large lat stones, and cover them with small stones;
then, with a beavy coat of fine flint and large gravel,
which they moisten and roll down with a heavy iron
roller. until it becomes perfectly solid and smooth, so
hat a carriage-tive will not even make amark on it

The roads i England are smoothed out something
like our railvoads, and graded so that span of horses
will take the uaual Joad of two tons on them with
vase.  The culverts are all arelied with stone and
made duvable. They lay « heavy bed of large flat
~tone Japped one on another, something like a lapped
turrow slice, then cover with smaller stone, then with
i gravel coat or hroken stone of small size.  These
roads never cut through.

Very firm voads are made in Central I'ark. by lay-
g dewn a heavy body of all kinds of stoge, and
putting on a thick coat of fine gravel and rolling
duwn sinooth 1 when it cuts up. they harrow it over
and wet it and again roll down smooth. My opinion
it that the best and cheapest way of making our
conntry roads is to lay downa heavy bhed of large
tlat limestone, similar to the English mode. about
welve feetin width on the right hand side of the
roud golng to town, and then put a heavy coating of
dinty stone. hroken fine, and cover with a cood ceat
of common sand.  Then on the left side throw up
with n geraper 1 dirt road some fifteen or sixteen
feet in width, The dirt will bethe best in a dey tune,
and the stone hestin awet times besides, itrwill-ave
the wear of the stone road, which wears most in dry
weather, ag it is cut jato dust und blown away.

We ought to constract a small picce of this road
svery year, and it nced not be very expensives it
can be made afier harvest, when we e hot very
husy. 1know that in our own districe, if the town-
ship will furnish the stone, we will turn out and hanl
them free, and I suppose other districts will do the
same.  Itis only about one-third of the roads in our
tuwnships require stone ut all, the other part issound
and needs only to be thrown up well and the water
draincd off; the draining of qurland will pay for
tbat. Qur reads will then begrowing beller instead

of worse, and it will be a good investment, and I
think we shall be eatisfied with it. I bave long
claimed that the plan of filling the holes with stone
was bad; it may do well for the present, but in the
end it will make two loles instead of one, und then
you can never use the long voad scraper to advan-
tage.

The long voad seraper will do more work than ten

men, aml mahe a splendid 1oad in dry weather, and
should be vttener used.
About the worst feature in the construction of our
roads, Ix the practice of working them only euce 2
year, awd then never thinking of them again, no mat-
ter how bad they get. We ought to have mote ov
less work on them throughont the entire season. for
it is much less wark to il 2 small mud Yole than to
il a large one. Ta Yaope they put men onhe road
when itis necessary. s soen’as theut is seen it ix
filled immediately’by Lroken stone, large heaps of
which me keptlying along the road ready for use.
Our dirt roads shonld have a broad base, and the
diteh should not be too close to the voad, well dyained.
and then the road will dry off.  When the ditch is
cluse to the road the capillary attraction will always
keep the road moist.

JZ8 A lucdl paper says that an old sheep gave
birth t6 a lamb in Cambridge, lately, belonging to a
widow lady with ~ix legs and fine wool all over her
head.

Tansstih 1ok Furn.~The London Profolype under-

stands that 2 deseription of fuel, similar to that Jately
deseribed by the Louisville Cowvier, is now exclu-
sively used at the tannery of . W, Myman, Esq., in
that city. in gencrating steam. It is found to answer
admirably, while it costs simply notbing, being
werely the refuse tanbark. which in every other tan-
nery s thrown away as uscless,

A Goon Srony.~The Duke of Argylle tells a good

story. e was travedling with the Dake of Northum-
berland in « first-class carriage on the Northeastern
Railway At one of the stations a lit{le comwercial
traveller got in. - The three chatted familiarly until
the train stopped at Alnwick Junction. ere the
Duke of Northumberland got ont, and was met by a
train of flunkeys and servants. The commercial travel-
ler said to bis vemaining companion, * That must be
some great swell.” - Yes,"said the Duke of Argylle,
ke is the Dike of Northumbertand.””  + Bless me,”
exclaimed the bagman. * and to think that he should
have been so aftuble to two littie snobs like ust™

Srory or v Do On Sunday morning, October
28th, the house and ountbuildings, with their contents,
of Ald. Block. of Fredericton, N.B.. were consumed
by fire. The (olonial Farper, published in that city.
gives toe following incident, which is worthy of
record. as showing the tidelity of this noble animal ¢
It se ms that the fire was first detected by a New-
foundland dog. the property of Mr. Block. The noble
brute, with aline~t uman instinct. tore his way into
the house by weans of one of the doors, and aroused
the family by his barking, and then ran to the stable-
door, which he endeavored to open, so that the horse,
his almost inseparable companion, might cscape.
There he remained struggling. though cvery cffort
was made to entice him away, and when the fire went
out he was found lying dead at his post.” A corres-
pondent states that the dog effected an eatrance to
the house by tearving ont o panel of the door with his
claws, and thus gaved the lives of the inmates, who
had time to retire, but vot time enough to save any-
thing.

TESTS oF ClLARMCTER.— .\ great many admirable ac-
tions are overlooked by us. because they are so little
and common. Take.for insiance, themother, who has
had broken slumber,if any at all,with thenursing babe
whose wants must not he disregarded; she would fain
sleepawhilewhenthebreakfasthonrcomes,butpatient-
Iy and uncomplaininglyshe takes hertimely seatat the
table.  Though exhausted and weary, she serves alt
with o refreshing cup of coffee or tea before she sips
it herself, and often the cup is handed back to her to
be re-filled before shie bias time to taste her own., Do
you hear her complain—this weary mother~that her
breakfast is cold before sho has time to cat it? And
this not for one. but for fevery morning, perhaps,
through the year. Da you call this v swmall thing?
Try it, and see. O how does woman shame us by
her forhearauce and fortitude in what arce called
little things! Ab, it is these Jittle things which are
tocts of character; it is by these « 1ittle™ selfsdeninls,
borne with sach »clf-forzoiten gentleness, that the
Immblest home i< made beautiful to the cres of
angels, though we fail to see it, alas! until the chair
is vacant and the hand which kept in motion all this
demestic machinery is powerless nadcold !—Cotman’s

Repe? ol

Josn BiLLixgs ox THE Goost.~The goose is a grasg
animal but don’t chew her cud.  Tha are good livers,
about one aker to o goovse is enutl, altho' there i
some folks who thinks one goosc fo 175 akers is
nearver right. These two calculations are so far
apart, it i3 dificult to tell now which will finally win.
Jut i don't think if 1 bad o farm of 175 akers, awli
paid for, that i would sell it for half what it was
worth just beeaze it didu’t have hut one goose on it
Geese sta well, zome of our best biographers sez
seventy years, and grow ff to the last. Tha 1a one
e at onee, about the Size of a gouse egg. in which
the goslents lies hidd. The gozlen iz the goose’s
babe,  The goose don't suckle his young. but turng
him out to pasture on somebody’s vacant lot. Tha
seem 1o Ivek wisdom, but I generally considered
sound on the guoose. Tha R good cating, but not
«n0d chawing: the vezon of this remuain a profound
sehict to the present da. When the femail goose is

at work hatchin she is a hard burd to pleze, she riles
clear up from the Loitom in & minit. and will fite
voke ov oxett it tha sho ber the least bit ov thar sass.
The goose is excellent for feathers, which shed every
year by the handful.  Tha I infibicuss besides several
other kinds ov cuse,  But {ha R mostly curious about
one thing. tha can haul up one leg into their body
and stand on tuther awl da, and not tuch anything
with thave hands, 1 take notis thar ain’t but fu men
that can dew this.

Loctry.

The Rural Life.

LY XS Lo L SIGOTRNEY,

Tug vural Lfc i every chime

Hath beean tho feo of war and crime,

Its carnest toils have nurtured hicalth -
And quelled the vanity of wealtls,

Aud proved with adamantino band

Tho strength and glory of aland,

Tho farmer who, in days of old,

From Louss to Louso, bisproduce sold;
well ripened fruft and sheaves of gold;
Secmodd to us, cbildren of thotown,

A triflo coarso and wondrous brown;

Wo wondered how his amplo hand
Pecamo 50 Liorny and 50 1anned,

And deemed hig heavy shoes would il
Belt tho Mght-heel'd dancer's skill,
Butthey who, *neath hisroof, should trv
Tho test of haspitality,

Hishonesty wittiout a Qaw,

Hislove of livesty andlaw,

Would find, howe'er concealed from vicw
Tle roughen'd diamond pure and Lnue.

o need not mark with anxious cyé
Tho fuctvant market’s usury,—

Nor bad ho need to watch or wail

The Nghitness of the baker's scaloy—
His onwn mveet loaves from oven’s maw,
Shall carefel wifo or daughter draw,
Wellpleased tho househiold Lnard 1o sco
Crowaed by thelr active ministry.

TS fields of grain that richly spread,
1lis towering malzo, with tassel’d ead;
His lowing herds that freely pour

Tho creamy nectar's balmy sore;

‘Tho poultry roamicg proudly Llest,
Thelvory treasures of thelrpests

Tho bees thathioand in cone-liko bower
The bonled esscaco of tho lower;

Tho farden.roots that bido thelr lfmc,
The fruitg that fal), the vines that climb,
A pleateous aliment sapply,

Which even Parisian loxury,

With all ite wire drawn art asd fame,
T'erchance might scorp, bt aced not dlame.

Ho! for tho flax.0eld's Llossoms blue,
And lasgrous leaf surcharged with dew,
Tts fiurous stem tho wheel sbhall stir
OF any a thnfty coltager.
Ho!~furthe white fock wandering nigh
Throogh pasiurcs green, with paticot cye;
Thelr silken fleeco by WOTDAD'S CATO

T ed for her hold dear,
Arms them tho keencst blast 10 bear;
And wellsuch useful labours chccr
Withswect content lier shieltes™d sphere.

1 ot tho frem Joam and distafl drew
Not thrcad alote, or warp and woof,
But sirength 10 boar and wili to do,
That kept neuralgic pains 3loof
The arm that in tho dalry wrodsht,
Gune langlo firm by action free;
White buxom health and cheertal thought,
Tha priccless giNs of Indestry,
Tupired thovigor that ststaing
Tho mnysic norves and fonlog velns,
Lends 1o tbo ckeck a ruddy Rlow,

Ang keeps the forckoad falr,
Even though chil) ago hath eified oo
Amid the lusirousbalr.



