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Canudian Patoral Ristory.

The Brook Trout,
(Salmo Fonfinalis, of America; Simo Fariv, of
Europe )

Tax speekled Tront belongs to the same family as
the salen, and is so well knowa as te require no
description at our hauds. iz beaut:ful figure, his
uny eolours, and the gracelulness of his mations have
been celebrated by siatesmen, Divines, and poets,
from the days of Isaac Walton down to the present
time. No mere deseription, howerver, can do him
justice.  He smuust be seen in his native cloment to be
fully appreciated.

Nowhere i3 this ine fishivund in greater abundunce,
or o finer condition, than ia the nerthern regions of
this continent. He is equally the delight of the
sporisan and the eplenrs. Next to the salmon, e
siands wnrivalled not ouly az o game fish, butasa
duinty for the tabie,

By somo writers, the brook Trout of America is
considered dislinet from the connnman Trout, satmo
fario, of Europe. A eareful study of the arguments
wdeanced in support of this theory, ns well ag a
winute examination of the .American Trout and his
Faropean congener lve fuiled to convince us of its
soundness.  Their manners, their hauals, theie prey,
and the moide of faking it wre quite identical ; while
the sune remark holds gaol in respect o colour,
shape, and the artificis] birez nsed by sportsmen to
captare this fine fish wherever it is found  Consider
able emphasis bas been 1aidon the fact that gres
diversily of colonr is gherrvalite in the t=une of dif
ferent lncalitice  From this circutastance endtres
attemplts bave been made in Pagland and elsewhers
todistinguish aud deive fresh species, In our opinion,
these attempts bave signally failed. The observant
sporisman cunnot have failed to “otice that evenin
the same river the fish of wo poo's, separated oven

by « fow rods, ace freqaently of an edirely dilfercus
hue. Indeed, it has Leen proved by most indispul-
ablo experiments, within late years, that the Trout, as
well as come other fishes, possesses & wonderful con-
trol aver hiscolour. e can,in fact, adapt theshade
of bis shin to the colour of the clement in which he
is placed. When we weigh the great influence of
light in the production of colours, and then consider
hiow the transmission of light through waters of dit-
ferent degrees of purity, colour and density, affects
the Hght itself, we probubly may have got some clue
to the right interpretation of this phiesomenon. This
subject of colour in the lrout, however, would de-
maad for i ventilution more space than we can
spare for the entire arlicie.

The Trout inhabits none but tho purest waters, such
as mouniain streams, spring brooks, and lakelets, in
which the water is pure snd cold. Their growth de-
pends muck upon the size of the steeam they oceupy ;
itin n small brook, they would rarely execeed from
four tu six ounces in weight ; butif placed in a large
river, or lakelet, they may atlain to as many pounds,
oF ¢ven more.

Theor food consists of aquatic insects, and small
fishes.  They are remarkably shy and wasy, but when
domeaticated, will become so tame and gentle, us to
take food from the band. OFf all sk, this is the most
desirable fur fish eulture, and should be selected in
prefevence (o any other, provided the quality of the
water will be copgenial to its wasts.

The spawning season commences about the first of
QOctober, and continues nearly {wo months, but a
majority are thronugh by the 15th of 201k of the month.
They invariably seek very shoal, gravelly rapids for
dupositiug their eggs, and prepare their beds by dig-
ging « carity of from ane to fwo feet in diameter, anid
o ot three iuches in depth ; by agitating the water
in these bedy, the fine sand and earthy matter is got
clear of, leaving thoe bottom of the bed covered with
vlear coarso gravel

There can bo no more delightful recreation than
anpling for ihis gamo fish ; and no disciple of the

«gentle art’ can read the following liace from

Thompson without feeling o theill of delight:

s Just in the doblous point, whove with tho pool,
13 ik’ e trembling stream, o2 whero § bolls
Around the gtone, orfrom tho hollow'd bank
Resenied, plays ia undelation dosw;
Thete throw picejudziog, the delusive fly;

And a3 o fead 1€ coumtin astful curve,
Wb eye attenttve marh tho epringiog game,
Straight ag abovethesceface of tho Sood
They wanien rige, or urgal by hunger leap,
Then 8x w il geatio twite b, Gie barbed ook,
Some, Hghily Lossing tothe grassy Lank,

And ta the shelvlog shore, £law dragging some,
With varioug hand, proportioned 10 their foree,
1T yet too youwg, ond easily decowved,

2 worthless prey scarco bends y our plisnt &,
Him, phicous of bis youth and the alion gpuce
lie his enpoyed the vital gt of Heaven,

Sont disengago and bagk {ato the siream

Tho spechled eaptive throw, 18, 1ehioukd you fury
From bis dark Launt beveath the tanglad yoats
Q1 pendant treey, the monereh of the brook
Behiooves you then 10 piy your Goest art,

Long vime be, followitg catiious, svans the
And off att=nijns 1o seze i1, but s oft

The Simpied water speaks bz faalous foan

At Bast, wiafo baply o'er ihoshiaded sun

Basses 8 cloud, he desponito $kea the death
With sulten plunge. 3t gree be dastaalony,
Deep struck, and reas oug all tha dennthened fine,
Then eeeke the fasthost voze, the shieltvring ve o,
The cavern J bank, tas old recurcadode,

And flles nleft avd founoeg rousd (ke ymol
Indigeant of the guile,  Whh yi.1dicg band,
That feels Lansull, yet ¢4 Lis furfons course
Gires way, rog, now retirtug, Olfowing now,
Acrose tha giream, exbiauet Lig ddlo rane;

Tiil foating broad upott tus breathicss sde,

And to hi2 fate abandened, to the sliora

You gafly dmg your unresisting prize.

Whetber the Trout and ether fish really mistake
our artificial flivs for different species of natural
oncs, as Englishmen bold ; or for sumething good ta
eat, the colour whercof strikes their fancy, as Scotch-
men think, is @ matter about which much good sense
Las been written on both sides.  Mr. Stewart of Edin-
burg, in bis admirable “ Practical Angles,” discusses
tho subjest with great ability, and scemsto prove the
correcloess of his countrymen’s theory. The same
writer handles another mistake, incident to the lazi-
ness of falien man—that of fishing down strenm and
ot up—with great skill, Bvery tyro should read
what Mr. Stewart says on this poial. “By fishing

up streaw, even agaiost {be wind, be will, on an

average, kilt twico s many trout as when fshing



