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TﬁE KITCHEN GARDEN.

Preparing tho Ground.

Most of our kitchen gardens are quite swall and
designed o supply the fannly only.  These ave most
conveniently tilled by hand, and it is the object of
this paper to give some suggestions as to the manner
of patting the soil m such gardensin prop v condition
for receiving the sced.  Assuming that all thatis
requisite in the way of drainage has been attended to
in accondanco with ot previous suggestions, and the
garden lad out, the nest step wiil he te dig over the
heds,

Beginning at one side of the bed, nest to the wali.,
throw out the carth to the depth ot one gpit, throw-
ing the soil into the walk, This will leave 2 small
trench open across the hed,

depth of the spade, turning it over and hreaking it
up as loose as possible, yet leaving it at the hattom
of the treneh.  Now twrn over another o
surface soil, throwing it into the opposite
edge of the open trench, and pulverizing
it with o stroke of the digging fink

This will form a slope ranning fion the
hottom of the trench first opened amd
nsing a little above the previous level
of the bed,  When this has been done
aeross the bed, a sccond trench will have
been openced, the bottom of which should
be dug up and turned over, making it as

risen to an average of G0” in the skade, ho may safely
plant beans, corn, melons, squash, and cucumbers.
How to make the Drills.

The wsual method of sowing sceds is to seatter
them in shallow drills,  We give an engraving show-
ing the most convement form of an implement for
making theso marks or drills.  There are two scts of
teceth. one on cach sido of the main bar, onc aet
twelve inches apart, the-other sel nine inches apart.
It iy wsed by first stretching a line tightly across tho
bed, then set tho outer to th against the line and
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draw the marker alcadily along the line. Having

Begin now in the hot- ) now 1cecive the outer taoth, and the instrament l'n;
tom of this trench and dig up the subsoil to the i drawn back to the opposito side of the bed. 1t will

i
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pit of the  or twenty-four inches apart ay circumstances rcquire_

drawn it once across the bed, the out-side mark will

be at once seen that with such an instrument, sceds
tay be sownin drillscither nine or twelve or cighteen

THE OROBARD.

Preparation of the Soll.

It ix snrprising that o little attention in given to
the proper preparation of the soil, for the reception of
fruit trees.  After what has heensaid on this subject
in previous volumes of the CaNADA FARMER, and by
every experienced writer on the subject of planting
fruit trecy, it was to be expected that thero would
have heen a decided reform—our readers need not he
startled at the word, a great reform in the praetico of
our planters. To thrust a tree into a hole in a sod,
or other hard unpulverized ground, very much as
ono would set a fenco post, has been, and yet is, the
commonmethod of plantinga tree.  Tsitany wonder
that the trees ro frequently die during the first sum-
mer after planting? Or if they do chance to keep
alive. that their life is o continual struggle, kept up
for a few seasons, treo after tree going down in the
conflict, until at last the few survivors, with the
planter himself, wear a look of dejection and des-

pair. . .
The writer was onee consulted by a neighbor with

regard to his young orchard. It did not thrive.
The trees had been planted threo years. A nuwher
of them bad died, the remainder put forth a few
leaves but made no growth, e saxd that he beheved
there must have been something wrong with the
trecs when he bought them, they must bhave been
sickly.  We never saw a disappointed tree planter
who did not throw the blame on the nursery man.
Poor nursery men, they havo sme cnough to answer
for, no doubt ; quite enough of thewr own without
burdening them with those of the purchaser. Wo

went with our friend and examined his

orchard. Wo found tho soil a strong

clay, and the trees standing ingrass. 1t

NN appeared, on inquiry, that the land had
loose as possible, but the earth thrown W7 : heen sceded down the year before tho
down into the bottom of the trench i { A // -‘/;*//9‘? N NN trees were planted, that a holo was-dug
the same way as before: now throw from ‘4{,”;7/,7//2;% T '[’ii \ TR ._‘—\)‘\‘f\ AN -.'i just largo enough to get tho trees into
the wheel-barrow s good dressing of Lho ;;\‘&l'/ / A ’/‘ / 4{/%/ f { Wa ) W ]m A e o, | \\ N the ground, and the grass had remained
compost, prepared as previously direct- ‘;__“.fﬂ’//?/l/ f '.l g U [l L | Y | \ I *h i) | .(‘ \ \\ tver aince. At our suggestion he pre-
e, upon the side of the slope which was &+ 2< 44 ,-1"’ Aoty h h \ 1 Nk I x .“ | \ VRN pared a pieco of ground, obtained a fresh
formed by the surface soil, and proceed . =23 % CIARGATIN R A 10 Mc J‘s,r q ﬂ 5 e Int of tiees, planted them on 1it, took
to cove 1t by another sput of the surface ) . o SR e LT IRmeEY cae of them after they were planted,

soil, tuened over and broken up. In tins
way proceed over the bed, breaking up the sub-soil at
the bottom of each trench, but not mmgling it with
the surface soil, and covering cach slope of the sur-
face soil with a gnod dressing of compost, to be in 1ts
turn covered with the next spit from the surface.

When the bed has heen dug over, a treach will he
Jeft open at the end of the hed opposite to the place
of beginning,  This will be filled with the earth that
was taken out of the trench first opened and thrown,
for the time being, into the walk, which will need to
be taken up in the wheel-barrow, and carried to the
opposite side.

In this manner all the beds should e dug over,
and the surface soil mingled thoronghly with the
compost.  No one of these items is unimportant.
"The breaking up of the sub-soil facilitates drainage,
admits of the downward growth of the roots, supplies
moisture in time of dronth, and brings to the smface
supplics of mineral plant food, very important to
vegetable growth.,

When to Sow Secds.

Having duyg over the beds in this manuer, the sur-
face should be raked guite smooth, and i lumps of
carth, stones, cte., removed. Tho suil 13 now pre-
pared to receive the sced as soon as the proper season
for s»wing each has arrived. It1s desirable to sow
the sced shortly after the ground is got in readiness,
henee the grrdener should prepare first those beds m
which he intends to suw his radish, kettace, peas,
spinach, onion, parsnip, carrot aud hect seed, for
these can be sown as soont as the thermometer ndi-
cates during the day an average temperature of 45" in
the shade.  Afterwards when the temperature has

The Cold-Frame.

Some vegetables aro hest grown by starting the
seed in close bed or frame, and when the plants have
attained tho proper size, and the weather has become
switable, transplanting jnto the garden. This is the
plan usually pursned in our climate with the tomato,
lima-beans, melony, celery, carly cabbage and cauli-
flower. ‘I'he accompanying cut will show the form
of such a frame ataglance. Itisasimple board
frame, ten or twelve inches high at the bLack, and
seven or ¢ight in front, having a covering of sashes,
which in this way receive suflicient pitch to carry off
the rain. This is placed over a bed of rich, fincly
pulverized, mellow soil in some sheltered spot. By
means of the sashes the air is excluded, tho heat of
the sun retained and the moisture rising from the
soil confined. This may be used during the latter
part of April, and after keeping the sashes closed for
afew days tho soil will become warm enough to
receive the seed, which may be sown in shallow
drills.  Care-will be needed to keep the young plants
supplied with a moderate amount of moisture and an
abundance of fresh air, lest the plants become long,
lank, weakly things, unfit for the purposes intended.
Those not accustonied to tho carc of plants in frames
are very apt to water them too freely and keep them
too close. 'Che sashes should be drawn off duxing
the day when the sun shines, in whole or-in part,
accordmng to the temperature.  The object is to keep
up a degreo of heat during the day, but a few degrees
greater than that maintained at . night when the
sashes are closed, and in this way to shelter the
young plants from scvere and sudden chauges, thus

and threo years after he had a fine,
vigorous youngorchard. ‘The difference-in the treat.
miens had caused all the differenco in the results.
Put it down as an axiom in tree-planting, that the
labor expended in properly preparing the ground for
the reception of the trees will be fully repaid by
their health and growth, and that no subsequent
attention can compensate fully for the neglect of pro-
per previous preparation.

Taking for granted that the suggestions as to perfect
drainage, &c., givenin the first number of this volume,
have been well considered and duly heeded, the next
step will be to prepare the ground by ploughing, and,
if need be, by roiling and harrowing, so as to make it
mellow? It is as important to young trees that they
be planted in soil that has been thoroughly pulverized
and made quite mellow, as it is to the grain to be
sown on a mellow sced bed, if strong and healthy
growth is to be sccured and a remunerative crop
harvested.

An excellent method of preparing the land for an
orchard is to summer fallow it, giving it repeated
ploughings and cross ploughings, and if the soil be
what may be termed shallow, breaking up the bottom
or subsoil thoroughly with the subsoil plough. If the
soil abound in clay, so that it is full of lumps, these
should be broken down with a heavy roller or clod-
crusher. In short the ground should be loosened up,
exposed to the influence of the atmosphere, made
mellow, light and friable just as for & crop of grain,
An intelligent cultivator makes his calculations before
hand, and having decided to plant an orchard in a
particular field, will cultivate it with reference to
what he is going to do. He will first summer-fallow

promobing a steady, healthy and robust growth,

that field, ploughing as deep as the soil will admit,



