BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC,

BRITAIN'S MINERAL WEALTH.

An account of the quantity and value of the min-
erals obtained from the mines, quarries, blue books,
ete., in the United Kingdom during the year 13896
is given in a blue book just issued, and which will
interest many people in British Columbia.  Many
facts are contained in the report in addition to the
statistical information, but the limitation of space
will only permit us to refer (v a few of them, 1In
1890 the total ontput of coal was 196, 361,270 tons;
of this amount 9,300 tons were obtained from open
quarries. ‘The seams worked in England vary from
11 to 12 inches to 3o feet in thickness, and in Scot-
land seams of cannel coal only six inches in thick-
ness are being worked.  “I'he only mine worked for
cobalt and nickel ore is in Flintshire, and after
being idle for several years it has lately Leen re-
opened.  The mine affords an instance of the recur-
rence of the mineral absolane with red clay in
irregular cavities in the carboniferous limestone,
Copper mining is rapidly decreasing in importance
in Britain, only 10,163 tons having been produced
in 1896, whereas the output in 1863 was 210,000
tons. Flint mining still survives at Brandon, in
Sufiolk ;  the produce of a few shallow mines
worked ina most primitive fashion suflices to sup-
ply the gradually diminishing demand  for
flints, which are exported to savage countries,

Referring to gold ore, the report points out that
compared with the yield of the colonies and many
countries the amount of gold obtained in Britain is
insignificant ; nevertheless mineral veins in North
Wales have from time to time furnished consider-
able quantities of rich auriferous quartz.  In 1896
the fiv e mines in Merionethshire produced 2,705 tons
of ore, from which 1,351 )4 ounces of gold, having
avalue of 435,035, were obtained. This, however,
isa much lower output than that of the previous
year.  The principal iron-producing districts at the
present time are Cleveland in North Yorkshire,
vielding over 5,000,000 tons annually, and Cumbcr-
land an:d North Lancashire, with an output of over
3,000,000 tens.  The Cleveland ore is an carthy
crbonate, containing about 30 per cent. of metal,
while the red hematite of the two other counties
yidds 30 to 6o per cent. ‘The total quantity of iron
ore obtained from the mines and quarrices last year
W35 12,500,000 tous.
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Owners of  Placer Clabms sy
sendd i few ottiees of the blueh orv grey <and
obitained In wisbinge the wravel for sald, to

invited to

the o Provincial  Mineralogist, Bavean of
Miugs, Victoria ciating the nanne of thy
ereek from which the sand Is tuhen, and hts

lovality,

S “bolfeved that PLATINUM, and tera
laps JTIREDICM, are flequently pussed over
el Jost. by the Prospector, s they Yive
mueh the appearaiee of Pron jnethe sand,
‘These minesals are s valible as gold, the
Itter more s, ; ir phaicer ebdm owners
Will send the blael 4 satnd as cfer eyl
1t will e assayedand the tesults given to the

owWner,
JAMES BAKER.
Minister of Mines,
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Reserve—Cassiar District.
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Notive is hereby given that tho undermen-
tioned tiztets of Tand age reserved for Gave
cnmnent purposes until further notiee. viz:

<A belt of Bnod, five miles in width, uxe
tending back from the shiogs line of the whaole
of that 'mnhm of Bennets Lake which lies
within the I'ravinee,

LA beltof Land, tive miles in width, ¢x-
tending bitek from the shore lineof the whole
af that portion of Testin Lake which lles
within the Proviaece,

3 A beltof bl rummeneings st s point
've miles below Glenor, on tThe Stickine
River: thenee up the said siver to 2 point
five miles above ‘Telesraph Creek, and hinve
T v widthof five miles on ench side of thy

said river,
GFOL 1L, MARTPIN,
Chlef Cotmmissioner of Landsand Works.

Lands and Waorks !h']::lruncm. YVictorka,
B Cotith Becember, 1nn,

No More Blankets

If you g0 to tha Klondy: «, be sure that your outfit is
ilght aud that you have samet) ing warm to sleep in. The
ilghtest known substanze is Eiderdown., Ivis warmer than
anvihing else in the world.

‘The «*Alaska Brand'? slceping bag has donble linings of
Eiderdown, besides a lining of warm gray wool, and is cove
ered on the outside with astromg canvas., It is warmer than
whole stacks of blankets, weighs fourteen pounds, and is
not injured by rain or suow. ~

The entire Government Expeditions were equipped with
these bags.

The best houses on the coast handls this bag, every one
of which is labelled with our name. If your deiler has not
got them in stoek and refuses to set one, send us monoy
order for §24.50 and we will seethatone reachies you prompt-
Iy without any further charge.

For our Eiderdown Cap aud Hood seo advertisement in
next number,

The Alaska Feather and Down Co., Limited
290 Guy Strcet, Montreal, Quebec

Our references:  The Merchants’ Bank of Halifax or any

wholesale dry goods house in Cauada.



