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* A GROUP OF AINOS.

GIVING NAMES AMONG THE
: AINOS.

BY REY. J, BATCHELOR,

Last March in Japan I admitted an Aino
. to the visible Churcl of Christ by baptism,
She is =a.girl of thirteen. Before the
baptism took place I had great difticulty
with regard to the choice of a suitable
name for her,” Such a selection is a very
hard matter among the Ainos. It istrue,
indeed, that they” only have ‘one name
each, like the ancient Greeks, but then
they have so many superstitions and curious
customs connected with this subject that
the choosing of a fitting name for a person
is quité & formidable task. The chief diffi-
culties, then, connected with finding names
for Aino children come from this fact, ~

No one may be’called by the name of &
person who has passed away. When any-
one dies, his or her name must die also.
Should the name of & dead person be ap-
plied to a boy or girl, it is supposed that it
will grieve the soul of the departed, and
be likely to call forth his or her displeasure.
Some evil would be pretty certain to
follow, for the spirit of the dead can, it is
thought, act upon the living for good or
evil. No person can, therefore, take the
name of his dead parent, friend or ancestor.
They always try to banish the very-idea of
death from their thoughts.

It will easily be seen, therefore, that
there must always be a great want of Aino
proper names, and that naming a person is
a matter of great difficulty. Names in
themselves are supposed by the Ainos to

‘be lucky or unlucky, and to bring fortune
or misfortune on a person, as the case may
be. The pcople appear to invest them
with power for good or evil, so supersti-
tious are they. In short,the Ainos appear
tolive in'a great whirl of superstition with
fegard to this as well as every other sub-
ject. Thus, for example, a child is of &
weakly disposition, and is consequently al-
ways ailing ; this is often thought to be
because the name is an unfortunate one, It
has, therefore, to be changed.

T have repeatedly been asked to name or
rename persons, . varying in age from four
to eighteen, for this very reason. I know
of one sickly child who is continually ill,
and whose name has been changed by her
parents and friends no less than four times,
and only to-day I was asked, asa greatfavor,
to think of & new and wmore fortunate
name for her! This superstition is very
deeply fixed in the mind of the Ainos, and
it will take a long time to get rid of it, for
such ideas among such a people die very
hardly.,

T mentioned ‘above that a person must
not be called after his or her ancestors or
deceased relations, In the same way he

must not take the name of his living neigh-
bors. Should such a thing be done it
would be looked upon as a kind of theft,
and treated accordingly. This fact pro-
bably arose from the idea that names
bring good or evil, and a person needs all

‘the good his name can bring, and does not

care to have it divided up with another.
In trying to find a name for a person I
have several times been asked not to use
such and such a name, because some one
else at another village has one.which sounds
very much like it.. Agnin, the name must
have a good sound and meaning. That
seems reasonable enough.

Choosing a name for the person I Iately
baptized, I suggested soveral before I could
hit upon the.right one. Thus, Rhoda
would notdo at all becauso the first syllable
sounded too much like the Japanese word
‘ro,’ & prison, and is a word often used by
the Ainos for ! prison,’ so that Rhoda or
Rota would mean, as the Ainos use it, ¢ to
be in prison.’ It was not the slightest use
telling them thatthe Seripture word Rhoda
had another meaning. A name with such
a scund eould not possibly do. I next
mentioned Sarah as a venture. Bub even
that would not do by any ineans; it
sounded too much like the Aino word
“gara,” which is the word for an animal's
tail, Such a name could not be thought of
for a minute. -

I next tried Bunice, but it was thought
best not -to take that name becanse it
sountled very like ¢junin,’ which means
*pain,’ and to ¢ suffer pain,’ At last Ttried
Rebecea. Yes, that would do very well,
indeed, for in Aiuo 'the word °Reipeka,’
which sounds very like Rebecca, means_‘a
fitting name.’ Well, I certainly thought I
had got over that trouble. But lo, about
five minutes before the time appointed for
the service, word came in-that * Reipeka'
would not quite do ; could Ikindly change
it? I asked why, and found that her
mother, who had died some six years ago,
was called ¢Rerura,’ the first syllable of
whicli was very like * Rei’ in * Reipeka !

In sheer desperation I therefore coined
a name on thespot. It was ¢ Tom-un-mat,’
and that means* the shining female.” To
my surprise, all parties were highly de-
lizhted with it, and so she was named by
it.—Qospel in All Lands.

—_——

TRY IT.

Speak a shade more kindly
Than the year before ;
Pray o little oftencr,
Love o little more:
Cling a little closer
To the Father'slove;
Life below shall hiker grow

To the life nbove.

‘lehildren. . | .

send somebody a valentine.’ -

- Aumb Béoky-was fumbling in her Jittle.

old, green purse as she snid, this, and¥shic |’

fished out a dime

and handed to édch of the
" *Oh, thank you ! thjei,bbth e;fglaiimc}cl.
Aunt Becky's dinies represented more real
affection thansome people’s dollars, for she

| worked for every penny she had.

_ *Now good-by,” she-said, kissing them
'both, and Jack and Jenny kissed back just
as heartily. - She had been making a weck’s
visit there, and they had enjoyed itas they

| always did, for nobody else was always so

ready to tell-stories, meud -mittens and
dress dolls, as Aunt Becky. )

‘I'in s0 glad of this dime,’ Jenny said on
their way to school.., ‘I wanted -to send
Cousin Ada.n valentine, but I spent every

any since.’ . ]

‘I'1l have lots of fun out of mine, now
you bet I said Jack. T

‘I"m going to buy:the véry prettiest ohe
1 can find for ten cents,’ said Jenny.
‘Brown has lots of ’em.’

She went in to Mrs. Brown's on her way
home from school, but there was a crowd
around the valentines just then, and while
she waited, she looked in the ten-cent

worsted goods'was a warm breakfast shawl.

‘A’ bargain, isn’t it ?. said Mrs. Brown.
Tt was a dollar last winter, but the mice
ot at it in the summer, and gnawed off the
fringe, you ses. 'The beauty is gone, but
it's just as warm as ever.’

Tt flashed through Jenny’s mind that
Widow Stone needed just that shawl.
Only that morning she had seen her out
picking up wood with.a pitiful rag of a
shawl.over her shoulders.

‘She needs it more than Ada needs a

waiting to change her mind, she bought it

at the valentines, .

The next morning Widow Stone was sur-
prised to find a bundle tied to her door-
knob, rharked in large letters: .

1

e

Wear it,, *Lis thine,
From your Valentine,

She was so pleased with the shawl that
ghe hobbled across the road to show it to
Jenny's mother. .

“To think o’ my havin’ a valentine,’ she
said, ‘when I'm more than seventy years
old, and never had one before in all my
born days !’

Jack’sfive valentines made him five new

day at night.

‘T sent one with ‘A Greedy Pig’ on it to
my seat-mate, just for fun, you know, but
he knew my writing, and he’s mad and
won’t sit with me any more.

‘I sent a donkey dressed like a fop to
Harry Jones, he's such a dandy, and he
thrashed me for it at recess, though Ican't
think how he knew. .

*The Morse girls are awful mad about
the peacock and parrot I sent them.
They’ve found out somehow that I did it.

‘And I sent the teacher an old ape with
¢lasses on. I'm awful ashamed now T've
done it, for he isreal good tous. I believe
F'll never send any more such valentines.’

‘T wouldn't,’ said Jenny.— Youth's Com-
panion. - . . .

—————

VALENTINES.

*Nanny ! said he, said he,

*Danny ! said she, said she,

*Do you know that to-morrow—
Oh gricf! and ol, sarrow!

St. Valentine's Day will be, will be,
St. Valentine'’s Day will be?

¢ Sollow T said she, said she, -

¢ Sorrow ! said he, said he,
‘Because I can b write

A bit of & mite

Your Valentine for (o be, to be,
Your Valentine for to be,’

‘Danny ! said she, said she,
. ¢Nanny ! said ho, said he,
“To write there's no need, ~
Because T can't wead ! ‘
‘So let’s play that the Val'ntines is we, is we,
Let's play that the Val'ntinesis we;’
. LAURA E, RICHARDS,

S TR IWODMDS, .| < ESSENGER OLUD TATES!.
To-morrow s Valentine's duys .. The following:dre_tho CLUB - RATES:: or’ the
0% . - s ¥ MESSENGER 3

wpose you, little: folks will:be, wanting t6:]

penny at Christmas, and haven't carned |

*Muis.

Dbasket, Among itsshop-wornand damaged |

valentine,’ she said to herself, and without |,

and went out, not trusting herself to look

.| often as desired.

troubles, which he confided to Jenny next|

zBABY'S OWN
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‘ealled to the instructions given in every papér
that all business lettors for the Messenger should
be addressed ** John Dougall & Sen,” and not to
_any personal address, Attention tothiswill save
‘much trouble and will réduce the chances of de-
Jay or irregularity. _ . o

.

The *
" sower has no

" gecond chance. If
" you would &t first suc-
ceed, be sure and start with|

FERRY’S
SEEDS.

Ferry’s Sced Annual for'184°
contains the sum and substance
of the latest farming- tnowl-
edge. Every planter should
. have it. ‘Sent free.
D.M,Ferry &Co.
Windsor,
. Ont/

MOTHERS, READ THE WITNESS
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. -~

WEALTH, 1 APPINESS) . <
‘ : *PEACE,
DEPEA\'.DS ON T“B. R e B

HEALTH : : e
Ofthe Good Man., .~ -. . -

Of the Son, or Daughter,
Of the Baby.
Sulseribers have the privilege of free consultation as

The dcpnrtm-cnt. i in charge of & regular practising
physician of grent ability and large practice in the city
of Montrenl.

WEEKLY WITN ESS,/ $1,
B DAILY WITNESS, $3.
Send for free fqnmplé copiea: ) )
JOHN DOIlq,tll. «& SON,
Montreal.

.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

-EPPS'S GOGOA

BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

'By s thorough knowledge of the naturnl Inws which
govern the uperations of digestion and nutrition, anid by
a careful npplication of the tine ({)ropertics of well-selected |
Cocon, Mr. Epps has provided for our breakfast and
supper o delicately flavored beverage which mny save us
many heavy doctors’ bills, Ib is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that a titution may be gradually
built up until strong enongh to resist every tendency to -
disense. Hundreds of subtle maladies are flonting around
us ready to attack wherever there is a wenk point. “Wo
mny escape many o fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well
fortified with pure blood and & properly nourished frame.’
—Civil Service Guzette, |

Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold only in

Packets by Grocers, labelled thus:

JAMES EPPS & Co,y Ltd.,
Homceopathic Chemists, London, England.

o THIS Rolled Gold Plated Rin§

A (worth 81), your name on_20 new an
P pretty Cards, silk fringed, gold edge,

hidden name, ete. Agent’s Sample
Case and o 250 present, all for 10c. Sawples, ete,, 3u.

Address STAR CARD CO. Knowlton, P, Q. :

IF YOU WANT to got chenp Jewellery, Novelties, orn
Watceh, at about one-halfregular price, write for Catalogue
and privato terms, Address, .

HALL BROS, & CO,, Knowlton, P.
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PLEASE MENTION TRE “NORTHERN MESSEN-
GER" WHEN REPLYING TO ANY ADVER.
TISEMENT THEREIN. THIS WILL AL\YAYS
BE ESTEEMED A FAVOR 8Y BOTH ADVER-
TISERS AND PUBLISHERS. X

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
lished every fortnight ot the * Witness' Building, at
tho corner of Craig and 8t. Peter streets, in thecity
of Montreal, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal,

All business communications should be addressed” _
-+ John Dougall & Son.” and all Jetters to the Editor
should bo sdavessed Editor. of the  * Northern”

. Messenger.” .

: Sainplo packngo supplied fréo on'application
Publishers, Montreal, . .

THE ATTENTION OF SUBSCRIBERS i8 earnéstly -

. ADVERTISEMENTS. . ||
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