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A NIGHT IN A ROYAL TOMB.

. The ancient Egyptians believed that
pfter a lapse of many ages the spirits of the
:lead returned to, and restorved to life, the
Yodies they originally inhabited. Hence
their care to preserve the mortal remains
of their deceased friends. It is to “this
belief that we are indebted' for the
mummies which are found throughout
Egypt in great numbers, despite the plun-
dering of tombs which has been in progress
for many hundreds of years. '

During the lifetime of a king his tomb
“was made ready. Many of the royal rest-
ing-places are of great extent. They are
“exeavated in the solid rock, and consist of
a neries of chambers, of which only one is
actually used as a tomb. :

1t is rarely less than threc hundred feet
from the entrance of the cxcavation to the
mausoleum chamber, while some of the
tombs lave a linear extent of seven or
eight hundred foet. o

After the completion of the funeral cere-
monies great pains were taken to conceal
the depository of the royal munimy. The
mausoleum chamber was soaled, and its
entrance walled up in as close an-imitation
as possible of the swrrounding rock. This
imitation was so successful that modern ex-
plorers have sometimes been deceived and
the location of the chamber has only been
ageertained by pounding on the walls, and
carefully noticing the sound produced by
the blows. e :

The outer entrance of the tomb was simi-
larly closed, and made to resemble the side
of the mountain where the excavation had
been made. Rock and sand were piled
against it, and the rains assisted in the
work of concealnent by washing down the
debris.

The workmen who had heen employed in
and about the tomb were sent to distant

[narrow passnge about twenty feet long,and:
then you turn a sharp anglé where the
passage beecomes wider. T ’

“*A hundred feot or so frem the turn
you descend a staircase, and then continue
through another passage to the mortuary
chamber, some three hundred feet from the
bottom of the shaft, ‘ :

**The most of the mummies were foun
in this chamber, and the empty cases of
others which had been plundered by the
Arabs were scattered along the pas -ages all
the way from the e¢hamber to the foot of
the shaft. - .

“I got down the shaft without trouble,
and made my way along thoe passages and
down the stairease, stopping now and then
to study the inscriptions on the walls.
They are not ag numerous as those on the
walls of the Tombs of the Kings, but many
of them are ncéw and interesting : T copied
a few that impressed me as different from
any T had seen elsewhere, . -

“T suddenly remembered that T was
hungry and thirsty, and on looking at nty
watch found that it was well along 'n the
afternoon ; I had been so absorbed in the
study of the place that I had quite for-
gotten the lunch which Tleft near the fuot
of the ladder, intending to eat it after I
was through with my labors. .

HThe floor of the-tomb is strewn with
pieces of rock, and the swme is the case
with all the tombs around Thebes and
Luxor. ' Ihad to pick my way very care-
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“ At first T thought of trying to reach
the foot of the shaft, - where I would find
light and food,but a little reflection showed
that I would run a great risk. The passage
way'was not regular; its floor contained
several ugly holes two or three fect deep,
and for the entire distance the rough pieces
of stone -would be so many stumbling
blocks. - S o

‘I was certain to have a good many
falls, and any one of them might disable
me; a cub'on the head might let me bleed
to death, and I was far from assistance ;
but what was the alternative ¥ -

“‘Visitors mighc come during the day,
and I would be relieved. But suppose
there were no vigiturs, What then ?

* My friends ot Lukor would become
alarmed at my absence. They knew'T was
intending to visit the new tomb at Dayr-
el-Baharee, and a search would be .organ
ized ; but they wouldn’t become alarmed
until evening, and then it. would'be too
Inte to do anything until next morning.
Consequently, I must pass the night in the
tomb! -

‘“ Reconciling myself as best I could .to
the situation, I cleared off an additional
space on the floor, so as to have sufticient
room to lie down. It was a hard bed, but
a-great deal better than no bed at all.

I was hungry and thirsty, and. with the
knowledge that food and drink were out of
my reach, the pangs increased until I was
half-delirious in conseyuence,

tributing trdcts and seeing into their con-
dition,  In ahout two months I-called on
them all, nearly five hundred families, and
found forty-two families without any Bible
in their homes. Soon. there were tokens
of the presence of God's spirit, and as has
been my rule- for: many years, I went:in
company with an-elder, visited and read
the Word and prayed with each family in
my church. * This has been my rule for
many years, and has always been followed
by a blessing. A greabt work was soon on
our hands and spread all over the town,re-
sulting in over three hundred conversions,
sixty of which united with my church,
muking it self-sustaining after having been
twenty-nine years on the Board of Homo
Missions, co .

There were in this work two remarkable
incidents.  One of my Sunday-school
scholars, Johuny B——, a boy. of twelve,
wanted to unito with the church; I dis-
couraged him, knowing his father to be
the leader in the. whiskey ring here and
his mother being « sceptie. Later. the boy
camo again hefore the session, and, struck
with ‘his persistence, we received him.
Thatnight that boy went- home and said,
“Papa, I'm now - church member, and
our pastor. requires all the new familics
coming into the church to promise to have
family worship, so we must have family
prayer.” It was an amazing bombshell in
that family, but the boy was brave. He P
took down & Bible, read the Twenty-third
Psalm . and kunelt down and prayed. Be-
fore that meeting closed I received that
boy’s father and wmother and four sisters
into the church, and the father became a
greab power. -

The spring before, free saloons had car-
ried every ward in the town, and that
spring the prohibition folks, with this boy's
converted father at their head, carried
every ward in the town for extermination

parts of the country, or into.the army, or ' A .
g put to death and converted into' mummnies, of the rum traflic, and that, too, withous
P i order to make sure that they should holding a single temperanco meeting, or
. reveal nothing. No records were kept, signing a single pledge, or the importation
and thus it was honed that in a shorbt tine Of.n S{ngle. temperance lecturer, by.sunply
tlu'i‘ location of o towh would be totally lost. L:»rmgl.ng sinners :9 Jegl;{s, and ‘]‘;.ttlelg] fbhe
his was not always the cnse, s some of emperance question take caro of itself.—
the tombs were plun%lcrcd in. m,lcient times N, Y. Observer,
and others were emptied of their tenants : L
. and re-occupied, But a considerable num-| . ‘A PARABLE.
- "} ber were successfully concealod until the| Satd Ghist our Lord, ** T will go and seo
( %rcs}exlb. ce‘ut’ur /s :md‘ were dlsgovered by ) How'the'men, my bréthren, believe in e.
suaropean my C-‘f“?‘.’“bms- w o He passed not again through the gate of birth,
, . Less than ten years ago a .l'.‘))_’ip.l tombwas| & .| But made himself known to tho children of earth,
- discovered near thé site of ancient Thebes. IR T G
Move than thirty royal mummies wore Then snid the ehict priests, and rujers, and kings,
; found in the tomb, and are now in the Behold, now, the G“"B." of all good things;
B musemm at Cairo, G<? to, letus wclcom‘q with pomp nn(ll’ state
i There arve kings und queens of several Him whaalone is mighty and groal.
families and dynastics, and soie of them With earpets of gald the ground they spread
are admirably preserved. King” Pinotem Wherever the Son of Man should tread,
I., who lived and died wmore than three Andin paliee chambers lofty and rare
thousand yenrs ago, ean be readily designa- Theylodged Him, and served Him with kingly
ted as of Nubian origin, and the photuraph [ fare. :
of his mummy might be ' caken for that of s . Great organs surged through arches dim
an aged negro, dead only a few hours, T e The jubilant floods in praisc of Him;
- With the mummy of  young queen lies 4 NIGHT .IN A ROYAL TOMB. And in chureh, and pulace, and Judgment-hall,
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evinced by the store of ointment-bottles, | cheon that awaited me, I had another [ I'was about to- partake of them, I waked. | And in church, in palace, and judgment-hall,
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Of course, the news of the discovery of | *But T did not regard .the fall as any- | not feel their. presence a burden half as| *Have ye founded your throne and altars, then,
this royal tomb caused much excitement | thing serious, as the candle could be re- |much as that of my hunger and thirst. | On the bodies and souls of living men?
among all Bygyptian scholars, and there was | lighted in a moment. Putting my hand in | They were shadowy at best, while my |And think yo that building shall enduro
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the ruing of Thebes, and on the opposite Egyptian tomb, with no means of striking |anything Dbut plensant reading.  After | 1 nyve henrd the dropping of thoir tears
side of the river from modern Luxor. ahight! ' what seemed an age, and a great deal more | In Henven these elghtoun wundred years,”
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venture within it was one which few would | iike u roek 3 perhaps my imagination had a my friends, nccompanied by a guide and the BOhO]d’ these images h‘ofv they stand
be willing to share. I6 is described as{great deal to do with the density of the donkey boy, cume to my relief. Sovereign and sole, through n,{m". tand
nearly as possible in his own words, durkness, but it certainly seemed many| ** My night in a-voyal tomb was ended, ' )
1 visited the new tomb at Dayr-el-| degrees move dense than anything I had [and never since then have I entered ong of | ' Our task is hard—with sword and flamo
Baharee, accompanied by a boy who drove | ever before experienced. the mortunry halls of ancient Egypt.”— | To hold thino eartif forever the sanie,
my doukey and enrried the candles and| *“Even in the darkest night on the sur-| Thomus W. Knox, in Youth's Compaion. | And with sharp erooks of steel to keep
provisions intended for my duy’s occupn- | face of the earth there is generally & sensa- o Still, as thou lovest them, thy sheep.” -
tion. T thought a guide was unnecessary, | tion of little specks of light, but here there JOHNNY B'S BOMBSHELL. Then Christ sought out an artisan,
and after unpacking the provisions, I sent | was absolutely nothing of the sort. : Alow-browed swunted, haggard man,
tho boy and donkey back to the river, as I{ ** My first Sensation was one of horror, + BY A HOME MISSIONARY. And a motherless girl, whose fingers thin
intended walking on my return, but it didn't last a great ‘while. As soon |, My next call was to M——, & town of | Pushed from hev faintly want and sin.
*“To enter the tomb it is necessary to|as I could collect my senses I sct about |three thousand inhabitants in' Southern Theso set He in the midst of them
descend o perpendicular shaft nearly forty | devising & way out of my trouble. Clear- | Illinois, Soon after coming, :its spiritual | snqns they dréw back theh garmont-hem
feet deep, and a rough ladder has been | ing away the fragments of rock sufficiently | deadness hung as a dend lond on my soul. | For foar of defiletaent, *Fo. hore.” sald He
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| ** At the bottom of the shaft there is a|against the wall and delibérited. © " |town on a missionary explorntion, . dis- | —James Russell Lowell. R
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