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IMUERIAL PARLIANENT.
THE IRISH DEBATE.

Aftor a discussion of fifne nigjus, the
duebhato gn the-condition af Ireland. termi-
nated at four o'clock on the moruing of
Samrday week.  The majority in favour
of the Mihusters was 90, in a house of £49,

“Phe discussion, although jritracted, and

cecasionadly wearisome, chicived upon the
w howe more than the avernge talent of' sic
atftnr parhiamentary conflicts. ‘There were
some briliant speeches on both sides—els
inrts that will live i lustory. <On the
ehinisterial side, tho best speeches ivere
those delivered by Sir James Grabam,
Lord Sunley, the Solicitor Genernl, the
1rish Auorney-General, and Sir Roben
Peel; on- the opposiuon side, bv Lord
Tohn Russell, Mr. Macuuley, Sie ‘Thomas
Wilde, Mr. Sheil, My, O’Conngil, nnd
M7 Roebuck. ‘T'he discussionf muy be
snid to have émbraced three phuses—the
jst lnstory of [reland.; the events uris-
g out of the late trial, and the mode of
conducting 1t and the tuwre policy lor
the amehoration of that countay,
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STATE OF IRELAND.

1IOUSE OF COMMONS.—Fcbruary 13.

Tius debate, one of unprecedented
langth w]Parimentaryfinnals, was open-
ed in a very full Honse by

ord JOHN RUSSELL, who moved
for a commiitee of the whote House to
1ake 1nto.cons deration the state of Lreland.
e attackea the methad of governing Ice.
taud pursued by the present Governme.nt,

o Jreland,” he said, **is occupied, and
not governed, by those who now hold the
rams of power (Hedr, hear) Isay, and
say 1t deliberuttly, Ireland is occupied,
and not guverned by the present adminis.
tratwon.  (Hear, hear.) ‘The Govern-
ment of this free country has be
should be a Goverament of opinion ; the
preseut Government in lrelant 13 aotori-
ously u Governmentof foice.” (lJear,
imar.)

Ever since the pericd of the Union, the
Icish people had been made to wait for the
fulfilment of promises made to them by
Mr. PPitt, and those promises were not
yet fulfiled. Up 10 a very recent’period
Roman Catholics had been systematical-
Jv excloded from all juries. She had
never enjoyed a franchise like Fogland —

« { may be teld,” said his lordship,
<+that w considering the state of Ireland,
we ought vot to look ta those quesuons of
polntical franchise "aad politesl rights;
that thes~ will not put bread into the
mouths of the hungary, or give employ-
ment to the unemployed - that these are
not the remedies which Ireland requ'ras
in her distressed condition, 1 do not con-
<ur in such notions of ithe matter. (llear.
hear.) [ have been accustomed to think
1hat the parucipation of cqualrights, that
1. benefits of a {red consttution, are tho
very first and very best means by which
w2 can nnpait prospeity to 2 country,”
(tlear, hear.) .

These views were remarkably confirm.
¢d by'the opinions delivi-red both by 3Mr.
Pittund Mr. Fox in 1792.—

“And let me not Lo, 181d.” his lordship
continued, « that we arc now to learn some
u ore speculative and ahsfract wisdom ;
! t us not be told that Government can
tind means to give employment 1o a penple
without giving that people the beneGiof
the constifution— (Hear, hear)—tliat they
can withhold the franchise, and vet tonfer
prosperity 3 atis not in their power 16 do
sa.  (Hear, hear.) 1 1ell them that with
wespect to {reland—happily it 1s urne-

cessery lo say with respect to England=
the best they can do with the prople of
Uiat country—no doubt they may do other
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things, nnd adopt mengures highly neees-
sav=-but'the best thing'they can db for
lieidnid is to securo’etery man there in

~11he eWiplayment of' Mis ‘clear'rielits, and

crubly every man to be sure that he wilt
' be represented actoYiling to the principles
of the canstilution,”  (Cheers.)

+ Oueol the besrapecehies is that of Lotd
i Howick. His prim"ﬁ)},d argumeat s, the

iwenknqss of the' ' Empire verasioned by

ythe discontent of ‘Ireland, ol which the

followiig is an extract,:
. ¢ Do you pelieve that thren centuries
of wrong afiet wrong, nnd wagmg bat
tle after baule, for the maintenance of
the cstablishment, at the sucrifice of the
fealings of thd" people of Ireland can be
rendily' forgotten 7 (Cheers.) Do you
believe that threo cenuries of injustice
and wrong have passed away, and not
produced their necessary effects on the
minds ofthe rish praple ? (Lrud cheers.)
Lot us judgeof tue Irish people by nur-
selves.  Justash. the people of Bagland
haw they would, feel if they were placed
i the situation of' the people of Ireland
with referenco 19 the Church Establish-
ment 7 Just suppose for the momnnt
that lreland weore the larger country, and
I had conquered kngland, and that a united
' Parlinment sat in Dublin, and that we went
before that Parhimment, and “apphed for
 the restoration of a Inrge endowment
twhich had been taken from a Piotestant
| Bstablishment, and. transférred. 1o the
| Catholic Church; suppose that such an
“a'gf.eul wers made und resisted by Such
;nrgumenls as thase brought forward by
the right honorable gentleman opposite,
s would we, from any such mode of reasors
ling as we hiave heard. be induced to con
isent to a Cutholic Hstablished Thurch
fnmong us? (Hear, hoar.)—Would the
i Right Honorable Baronet imself consent
fton? (Cheers.) Can he lay his hand
.on lis heartand say, that ke would be less
| than a Repraler ? and I.am not mistaken
1 of, under such a state of things, he would
not Iollow the example of the people of
Scotland, and take to the mountans and
trust to tus claymare. (Hear.) [ can
‘only say for myself that 1, would not sub.
i mit to suck a guliing and deurading yoke
i (Loud cheers.), 1 would endeavourto ob
tin justice by every peaceful means, b
{00 sacnfice thut [ could make would, 1
consider, be i0o great to get rid of a yoke
1s0 very galling und degruding., Loud
1cheers.)

]
i O'CONNELL’S PROTESTATION.
| Mr. O'Connell rose, snd the House (which
r had been rather nowsy duning Mr. Shaw’s ex-
 Planation) immediately became deadly silent.

e said: Sir, I hope that there is not an ind-
"vidual 1n this house who w:ll suppose I have

risen to say anything abont myself, or that
tthere is an individual in this house, whp after
i I have said what I prtend to say, will have

discovered—had he not known 1t by other
{ tncans—that | had any personatinterest in the
lute trinls.  Sir, I rise for another purpos. : |
‘am here to make a prolestation. 1 awn here to
task a question. 1 amn here to protest n the
| nanie of my country, and on behalf of iy

counfrymen, against the commission of one
. addittonal anjustice to Ireland yand I am here
Falso to ask the sunple question of how s [re
| Jand 20 be governed 7 (Lopd cheers from the
| Opposition.) I don’t ask who :s 10 govern it.

1 may lave my preference on that point—pro-

bably 1 have--(luughter and cheers frum the
‘oppus;vmn)—ll.:t 1 ask Low i$ it tobe govern-

ed?  Sur. there 12 one fact which no man can
d:ny , and that is—that there 13 no one cann

ey an the world which ever inficted so much
oppression, which committed so many crimes
agamst ancther, as England ‘has commut.
ted against freland.  That, siry .3 an unde-
mable tra'lh® The House was responsible
for what hatl happened swice the Umon. You
ought to think of the situation of Ireland at
the Union, and compare 1t with 1ts present
state. It Ireland wag then in a condiion of]
distress and destitution, and if it has smee
arisen to prosperity and comfort, then applaud
your governmemt, tlk ot your wigdom ok
statesmen, and refer to the act of transition
frum want and misery to plenty and comfort
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as decisive evidence of the wisdom of your
cotmcile, Bt s it a0 2 Bs that the state in
which the facta'nre befaro™tho worldl  No,
sir, dicectly the revarse is thefacty At the
period of the Umon there wae cpg.ﬁj(:prahh-
prosperity in Ireland.  For gllyen veaes be
forc that timg 1t had enjoved the hgueit of
el governnjent, and it 1s°a pordinn of Wistary

that no country ever rgse sg fust in prt-;;m'nl_\' ,

ay froland duning thode eighbren yrary, (Hear )
In IS10y Mr. Putt adantted, of conrse—ho nd.
mitted, even agqnst his own merest—-that
Ireland was 1n a state of prospenity , amd the
same thing was declared by the ot ¢ sule by
one of the most pewerful stateamen 1n re.an

—Lord Clare, Byth concurred 1n the wmaterial
poiht; but nut content with letting weil alone,
not cytr'ent with allowing that prosperity to
giessing, they thought they conld
he progress by yornnrg [refand with
Ingland. flas the propheey been fulfilled ?
Is Ireland in a state of progperty ! [ am not
here to talk of cjanns fug pohit.cal, and what,
n sone cases, may, he fanerful ngins, Tam
nut speakiny ot the franchyse—or of corporate
n,hts—ur of maaierpal nghts—or of Parha

mentary rights , but T am speaking ot matenial
and actunl prosperity.  Sie, what 1s the con.
ditton of lrcland ! Yon taik of demagogues
having power there. Oh! see the watenals
of their power,—(lowgl cheers from the Oppo-
sity gn )—the poverty ana disiress of the coun

try ' Koli, the German traveller, has no
sympathigs with the Repealers; on the con-
trary, he snowed a distrust towards them.—
T'hat manin hus book on Ireland, hay declafed
and pointed out, althangh he has travelled
through all the countries of Europe—~in none
of them did he find distrese such ag he foupd
1 Ireland. Tuere was no such thing knawn
in other count.ies. and this, forty.four years
after the Umon!  But there is Wigmas, agent
tu Lovd Headly, in 1830, he quoted nstances
of incipent prosperity. Fifteen years after
his prophecy he has published a book : and,
being a man fuwmbiar with Ireland, and with
the candition of the people, he has declared
that poverty has incrersed —13 tncreasing —
that everything 18 _growing worse—that the
sulferings of the people ure['f'nrdly pronounce-
uble.  Those are the matenals on which a
popular man of Ireland grows powerfola—
(Loud cheera.) It appears fron: the commig.
sioners (of Poor Laws) report that m the ag
nicultural population seventy per cent. arein a
state of poverty, hving in a cabin containing
only one room, while of the town population
thisty pes cent. hved 1 one room ; and there
were often several families livinz in the same.
That according to the basis of the increase be.
tween 1821 and 1831, theeé shou!d have been
‘an addition to the population of séven liindred
thousand, whereas there was but 70,000. Can
any wan_who hears me deny these facis 7—-
(Cheers.) Has any man who hears mg ever
sepously weighed them ! 1 have shown that
Izl nd was prosperous befure the Union. [
have given you a faithful picture of her at pre-
gent  »ow how do you mean to govern lre-
land? (Loud cheers) You can, to be sure.
take legal proceedings againt some of her peo-
ple.  Yon have sent an arnlg over; but will
that remeyv the evils undgr which sho 1s suff
fering—will it mitigate them? wall 1t easg the
dep'orable poverty in which the mass of the
population 13 sunk ' (Loud'cheers ) With
a'l my de'ingiericies on my head, the generous
sympathy I' have met in this country [ ghall
never forget or conceal. (Vehement cheerimy
from the opposition.) [ shail proclaim 1t from
orie cnd of Iroland to the other. ‘This, then 13
your ume. Rally now for the elevalion ot
the Irish people. (Iwoud cheers) Had the
Umon be-n real, thy tranciise shionld have
been the same—all corpora e nighty the satne
~~cvery aivic privilege sdentical. Cork shountd
have no more difference from Kent than York
from Lancashire. ‘That ought to have been
the Union. (Cherrs ) ‘T'hat was Me., Putt’s
obpect. g digttnct'y obtamed the sanctioa
of the Sovereign to the measare on the ground
of idenufyibg the o peaple, which could not

be done if'a dominant religidn was to bemun-
trined.  Emaacipation was, therefore part of
the terms of” the umon:  The moment it was
carricd some ili-ndvisers of the crown—some
exceedingly conscientious men—( Hear, hear,
and laughter)—who decmod thewr own rehigion
the sole depusitory of religious truth, mduced
the king to withdraw Ius consent. ““fhat was
the time "to have settled things according to
your owh wishes, but unhappily *the church
m danger” was the cry rdised.  The union
took pfuf:c—-au wlentifi .ation which was no
other than that which Lord Byroa speaks ol

as the ghark identified with his prey for thie
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ourpose of awallowiag it. (T oud cheera.)—
And’ what wass the éiestisictief: yous imperin
logislatifii s 1A n.aotifor suspunduyg the fla.
ben Corpua Aet, and obolishing trial by fufy.
{n 1305, Mr. Pitt was a panty.to the rejection
of the Cadmlic petition, 1o lost Ins honar,
but he reserved his place.  Tinmedirely after
his death the Whiga cnme o office, nut®
carrivd one great measuse.  Thiy abulished
the Mave trade v’ the VWest Indies. ‘They.
wece abie to dp nothing for Ireland  Bven
the power given tv the king to ruse officers 1n
the nemy and naxy, conferred nothing on the
Cathorcs.  And hire, Sir, 1 cannot ielp put.
ting it to the ga'lant oftiger on the ¢they sido
(Sir H. - Hardinge,) how he should have fuly
if, for the bravery, witeh be displayed on the
part of lug country. and.thepecsanal sacrifiens
which he cnecrl'ukly mande, he had no hope of
reward because his religion happened to bo
difterent from that of lus commander-ni-chief?
Never forgut that there war us gallant spirnts
in that army, whose chivalrous coursge must
have been dopressed beedvse they were con-
scious they could never have reaped the re.
ward of their valor on accovut of their relioron,
(Renewed cheers) You have at last out.
geown the no-Pupery cey.  Are you very sure
that yt;ur,c]nln:h cry 13 more likely to ‘stand
thetestoftime ! (Cheers.) DBonaparte rose,
you began to concibuté; he fell, aud vou re.
mmod‘?m your oppression, although the Ca.
tholic priests bad been the wstromens of keep.
ing Ireland. ont of the hands of France.
(Hear.) They, too, had their monster meeot.
ings.-proviacial meetings.-simujtancous mect-
lngs---aggregate meetings.  You attempted a
prosecution ; you falad.  You avenged your.
8 1¥es by a corrgion bill. ILet me take you
to 1825. Al the leading agitators—the bish.
ops, the most infhiential men amonast the
Catholic bady, bezged-their nghts as for alms
on their knees. Did you,want se-trities you
might have had such that you could not ‘get
now, any more than you can get tho{lhames
to flow backwarls. You “thavked God vou
had a tlouse of Lords,"and you drove the Irish
people to that motto which has worked for
them so much good: —

¢ Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not,
Who would be frce, themsulves must steike e blow 1

(Chrers.) The people were roused. You
attempted to return a Government candidate
for Clare : Itwas chosen by a majority of 1,900.
(Loud Cheers) Emancipation necessarily
tollowed.  You granted itin an ndignified
way. (Loud cheers.) what you refused to
justice, you ynil.ded to necessity. Not a
symptom of ccultatiou was shown by the men
who gained thot victory. (Cheers.)” Aslsaid
often, your union was not/a vompact, but the
terms of capitulation geanted to snperior pow-
ers. It wasenacted by 175.000 bovonets, and
at an expensg of §£,276,000{. But cven on
your own calculation we should have 130
members; but whegp ou granted emancipa-
tion you sacrificed the voles of the poorer
classes. I did not consent to the disfran.
chugement of the forty shillin £ frecholders, but
vour injustice wonld dot He less far my par.
ucipation  What next haye we to complain
of 7 the Chuech, wiichis the scapegoat of
every iniquyy.  (foud chegrs.) ‘I'be nght
honorable Recorder’ would die for it, and the
wise plan he takea for preserying 1t 1s to make
every restriction, every mterference with the
franchise and cofporate reform, its burtress.
(Much cheering.)” What, ot the present mo-
ment 15 your objection to deny perfect jus-
tice, but the Estabhished Church? (Renewed
cheers.; Lord Sianley though, 1n opposition
carnied a bill to lunit the tranchise. I thought
it then nght to bsmg on the Repeal question.
Five hundred odd voted azainst 1t; but we
had a pledge, with all the'sanctions of an act
of Parlinment. that Irish grievances should be
redressed. © (T.oud cheers) We lay by for
four years, und then formed the Precarsor so-
ciety. from which T piedenied a pettion.
(Here thg -honoyrabie aad learaed member
read the petiton, which we are compelled to
defer) We were scoutéd out of tis house ;
and he knows little of freland, he kuows hit.
tle of the feelings of hn Ielshman, who thinks
he can possibly feel othérfthan degeaded it he
could have acquiesced it sileace in the perpe-
tration of that atrouity which was then com.
mitted agamst lnm, by thg sanctioming after
forty years' exsstence of the Unjon, every onc
ot the cvils complaned of, 1 confess, at the
<ame tnne. 1f [ had npt o strong cdase of phy-
sical suffeningr, if bur petitions were not back
~d by the misery, povérty; and destitution of
the prople of [relahd, we might have been
Jaughed satelyto scorn.  But.when you off
ered thera po remedy, was itno} their dty to
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