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Fig. 3—Ice Makes Landing Difficult

cable for the main cables suspended from towers on the 
river banks, and upon which cable the scow travellers run; 
48,000 ft. of %-in. steel cable for temporary crossings when 
the channel at the main cables becomes obstructed by moving 
sandbars; and 90,000 ft. of %-in. steel cable. This small 
cable passes from the shore to the scow and is reeled on a 
winch to enable the ferryman to pass stretches of slack 
water in places where the current forms eddies which do 
not promote the progress of the scow. .

The ferry season commences about the midfile of Ap , 
and closes when the rivers are so choked with ice as to
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pIG. 4_Straw Road Across Sandbar

' render it dangerous to cross; this occurs any time from the 
of October to the first of December. „
The service last season cost the government $120,000, 

Dds sum covering the ferrymen’s wages, new construction, 
this sum and cables and tackle, and the main-
renewals approaches to the ferries. In connection with
thTlattei item, approximately 6,000 lineal yards of road 

rp built and maintained during low water, and for the 
nnsolidation of sandbars some 350 tons of straw and litter r/e haSwith an average haul of three miles.
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Also the comparison between the decline of the wagon 
traffic and the increase of the automobile traffic:—

Wagons. Automobiles. 
122,677 25,738
107,270 60,386
111,770 103,928

There are required for Saskatchewan’s ferry service 61 
and 61 rowboats; 102,000 ft. of 114-in. steel

SASKATCHEWAN’S PUBLIC FERRY SERVICE

By G. A. Palmer
Department of Highways, Regina, Sask.

rriHERE are 42 ferry crossings in Saskatchewan ; all of 
A these are important links in the mam roa s^ ,
that province. The ferries are operated by *he Departa 
of Highways and are free during daylight hours th y 
accessible after dark, but a toll is then charge y 
men.
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standard scows

In the pre-Rebellion days, a few scows were operated 
by the Indians and half-breeds at three or four of the mai 
crossings, and under the government of the ^rth West 
Territories these crossings were brought und = fixcd
and the ferrymen received licenses to opeia d eQn_
rate of tolls. When the provincial govei 1 establishing
trol in 1905, this system was superseded by estalblishing
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