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erside. Every living and growing- part of
the tree therefore, is increased i.i thickness
eacli year by a laver of new word, just inside
the outer bark. In any cross section of a
trunk or branch, the!:e annual deposits may
be seen iii the forni of distinct concentric
rings. Bv counting these rings, we may tell
the age of the tree, or any panrt of it, and by
acomparîson of the relative sizes of the rings,
wve niay also learn rnuchi of the history of the
tree, and the tinies through wvhich it lias
passcd. A thick ring naturally represents a
season of good growth, while a narrow one
near it indicates that growvth in sonie wvay
lias been chc-cked. It may have bee:î bv lack
of cultivation, or draughit or by tic rivagres
of caterpillars on Uic foliage. Eaclî ring is
an annual cliapter in tie history of the tree,
and the iore we studv tlhe nature and habits
of trees, the better are ve able to read the luis-
torv wvritten iii tliese rings.

Experiments to Prove Theories.

As a ileaus of provitîg îiat tlîe annmal iii-

crezase coirnes f roin the dowvnward lowv o.-I thec
ca:nbiiîîi, retier illain fromi ile direct tip-
wvard livoi tfhe Sap, as is oltenl Supposed to
lie the case, xwe have onlly to tic a band
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Fin;. 2-q4 A pine idc by mice The 1lower
1part lias or.ly four annual rings -whi!e the illper

tightUv about any rapid growviiigr part, so as
to clheck thie dolwnward course of thîe caîn-
bitnu, anîd note the rapid inecase in groivth
above the band just: as a daml thirown across
a streani increnses tlîc volume tif the streani
above it.

The a-cc.-niipauîiig illustrations sliowi this
very clearlv.

That ilhe new% growth is laid on each vear
iii rings just benenth tlhe inner bark mav lie
proven l'y lifting a corner of bark -and insert-
in- beneathl il a tibm -;lîeet of tin foi], tlien
bindiit.- Uie bark in place again so iluat it
will rapidlv hea-l oiver. l)eibre long alI trace
of tie wound will have disa-ppe.-Ired, but
whien the triunk is crut tlîrou-l at tlîat Point,
the tin toil will l'e fou'îd to lie Icovercdt wiîh
a ring of wood corresponding to each ycar
illat bias clalsed Nince it wvas pl th lere.

'l'li aînimal laig o oU % -rowvth iv
alst liec asilv seen iii the graduaI liealin- and.

c~vr;gOver tNf ivttuids made in pruning.


