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Another hindranco te Chu officiency of our country sciools.is the
irregularity of attendance. lI mnost of the districts pupils have tu
contend with distance to go, coupled with bad roads, so tiat in
bad weather, this irregularit.y is such that the teacher cantot do
justice tu ail conceried.

Still another great defecet of the country scoiol is the want of
permanency of teachers. This is to bu doplored. Our country
schools iuight bu iuch butter than tiey are were it not for this.
Alnost as soon ns a tuaeeher gets ivell acquaztinited with his pupils,
begins te know their real wants and capabilities, he leaves, and his
successor wastes imuch valuable tim until lie finds out hoiw the
land lios, whun ho, too, soot yields his place to somtie one cise.
Thus it goes oit in the sane ceaseless round of succession frôm year
to year. Ls it any wonder that the country school cannot do butter
work Citan it dues ?

Another serious dofect of those schools is the neglect of primary
work. This kind of work is sadly neglected in theory, but more
so in practice. Our educators do tint impress the importance of
usinigadvanced iethods of instruction in the primary work of the
country schools. Our educational journals do not insist that theoe
mnethods bu carried mtîto those schools and adapted to the wants of
the children in them. Yet it can and should ba done, and is done
in many parts of the country. In too nany of these schools the
idea prevails that a primer, slate and penîcil are ail that a child
needs in its start on the rond to knowledgo. Too little heed is
paid to writing and numbers, and ail that the child duoes is to draw
meaningless pictures. The sooner a greater inturest is manifested
in the primary work of the country schools, the butter the pupils
will bu off that attend tit.

Of man, the poet lias said that lie " wants but littie,'. but this is
not the case with our country schools. They need a great deal to
niake thent do the work they were intended to do; and first andl
foremnost among their wants are better teachers. When we say
betters teachers, wo do not meian to say that ait country teachers
are nut what they ahould bu ; en the contrary, in nany of these
schools are found sote of the noblest, grandest souls that are
laboring for the advancement of the cause of humanity, men and
women who shall one day "shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment, and as the stars for ever and ever." We do say, however,
and say it without fear of successful contradiction, that there are
still tou many among them wio arc a deuad weight, a hindrance t
the true progress of the schools, fossils that had butter bu gathered
and exhibited te future generations, in some museutm, as the ru-
mains of ages past and gone in the history of the race.

If our country sehools, however, suffered only from the pro-
verbial " old fogy " as teacher, matters would not bu quite su bad
as they are. But I fear nie that more damage is donc in "teach-
ing the young idea how to shoot " by the use of fouilized methods
than byýanything else. And these methods are used by many
teachers who ought to know butter. We have only to step into
many of our country schools and observe the recitations to bu con-
vinced of the truth of this. In primary reading the old a b c
muthod is still in vogue, and we cati hear the littie folks coniinîg
over their a-b abs in the way that their fathers used to do. When
it cornes to reading in the higher grades, ail that the punils read is
"words, words, words." In United States History, theuse of thu
text-book as a reader is not obsolete, but in spite of ail remint.
strance-it goes on fron year to year. lit arithmetie, the little
folks are often too sadly neglected and niust get their first idea of
number as best they cati. lIt advanced arithmetic, too much stress
is laid upon 4 getting the answer " t the neglect of the principies
involved in the operation. In writing, the child is left to help
himtself. If lie Iearns to write, well and good : if not, "aIlleu
saneo" to teacher. In geography, the old question and answer
method is used right along, without fear of contradiction. Rea.d-
m1g, writing, arithnitic, geography, and a modicumî of spelling,
and, perhaps, granmar, coniprise the average education that can
be obtained in the country school ; and were this not supplemented
by the education obtained front wood and field, our "country
cousin " would bu but poorly equipped for the battle of life.

Another need of our country schooh is more apparatus for the
teacher t wörk wvith. Too maiiy of thom have nothing whatever
im Chie lin, and the tencher is thus tltrown upon his own iigenuity
in supplying his wants in this direction. But " thre's the rub."
Too many of the teachers do not do anything at ail in this line, and
whenever boards of education occasionally open the public purteuto
supply the deficiency in part, the teachers do not use thc apparatis
they get. le it any wonder that boards of education are soinetinmes
a little stingy ?

Ano.hor crying nued of our country schools is intelligent super-
vision. Thers is nothing like umity of action. Each district is a
little reali by itself and has nothing whatver to do with its neigh.
bors. With intelligent supervision, ail would bu changed. There
would bu a union of the diferett districts and each would feu hat
it is but part of a greater whole. A course of study could bu
adopted, and thus the school work could be directed with some
definite aim. The tenchers, too, would feel the influence. No
one who dous his duty well would have cause to fear the visit of
tho superintendent, and the sootier the others are gotten out of the
way the better for the honest workors. Intelligent supervision
would inako the teacher feel that ho is observed by one who
will judge his work by its mnerits, and reward accordingly. It
dould alao encourago the tinid but faithful teacher, for lie knows
that this friend, the superintendent, will stand by hini nu matter
what may cone. It would also have its influence with the pupils,
as they would be brouglit in friendly comopotition with their nuigh.
bors, and each school would strive to lead in the race for excel-
lence. lIn several townships of our State, the supervision lias been
tried and found a success. May the day speedily cone when ail
the country schools of Ohio wili receive its jenefits.

Thus bas been skaetched, very briefly, the country scho.ol with its
bright and dark aides. Although ther are iany who are con-
cerned in thoir advancenent, the burden of responsibility must fali
upon the teacher. He must labor more than any other to bring
those schools up to a higher plane. Be mîust lead thu pupils higher
up, so that they can get a broader view. But he must not alone
strive to inake the childron good citizens of this republic, he must
do his part towards naking then good subjects of the King of
Kings. When the true teacher feels this great responsibility and
his own iicompetency to meet it, lie cannot but pray with Aurora
Leigh :

Alas, long-suffering and most patient Goud,
Thou must bu surelier God to bear with us
Than to have made us ! Thou aspire, aspire
Fron henceforth for nie ; Thou who hast thyself
Endu ed this fleshhood, knowing how as a soaked
Antd sL.eMîg vesture it can drag us down,
And choke us in the melancholy deep,
Sustain me, that with Thee I walk these waves,
Resisting-breathe nie upward, Thou in ete,
Aspiring, who art the way, the truth, the life-
That nc truîth lienceforth seen inîdifferenit
And no way to truîth laborious."
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NORTH YORK UNIFORM PROMOTION EXAMINA-.
TION -NOV. 6th, 1885.

TO JUNIOR THIRD.

GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION.
1. Tell what is muant by Proper naies, Common nanes, and

Material naines, and give an example .f each.
2. John gave Mary a pretty doi; and Mary, thanking John for

givîn Mary the doli, tolý John John waîs very kiud.
(a) Write the above sentence as it is given, underlining

the niames.
(b) Write the sentence again, putting, where you think it

necesary to do so, other words instead of the narmcs.
(c) " A pretty doll." Why not an pretty doil.
(d) "A pretty," "the dol!," Show low to pronounce

"a"and "the."
3. Correct the following:-

(a) One of my books are tom.
(b) Me and henry is to go for the water to.day.
(c) Was you at roberts wedding ?
(d) Eaci of the men have a little lantorn.

4. Re-write, with any necessary changes :
i scen henry george anld james setting thir dog mr g r
browns cat.

5. Write five simple statements about apples.


