
'le Fundamentt Principles of Mental Culture.

also a difference in the activity of the
different faculties: the memory op-
erates in one way, the uriderstand-
ing in another &c. Both of these
things, the material and the methods
of activity, are to be taken into con-
sideration in the cultivation of the
mind. Each faculty, therefore, re-
quires, for its training and develop-
ment, a culture peculiar to itself. At-
tention to this principle would save the
teacher from sone ofthe mistakes now
made in the instruction of children.

6. The culture of the mind should be
adapted to t/e order of t/e developnent
of its faculties.--The different facul-
ties do not develop simultaneously.
Though all are active from the earli-
est dawn of intelligence, yet they are
active in different degrees at different
periods. Some faculties are much
more active in childhood, and others
need the maturity of years for their
mature and full development. The
natural order of their development
should be understood and followed
in culture. To endeavor to force all
the faculties to equal activity in child-
hood would be a mistake injurious to
the mind and subversive of the best
results of culture. The true order of
development should be carefully stud-
ied and distinctly understood, and the
work of culture adapted thereto.

7. The culture of the mind should
aim at a harmonious development tif all
thefaculties.-Man possesses a multi-
plicity ofcapacities and powers, all of
which contribute to hiswell-being and
his dignity. These powers are so re-
lated that they may be unfolded in
very nearly equal proportions, and
harmoniously blend in the final re-
sults of culture. For the attainment
of a true ideal of education such a de-
velopment is required. A perfectly
developed manhood or womanhood
implies the complete development of
every capacity and every gift. The
training of the mind, therefore, should
reach every power and unfold every

capacity. The high aim of culture
should be the full and harmonious
development of the faculties.

8. The culture of the mitd should
be modifed by t/he diferetnt tastes and
talents o/a pupil.-While ail minds
possess the same general powers,
these powers are often possessed in
different degrees. There is often an
unusual gift of some one power or
combinationofpowers, which gives us
what we call genius. Tastes or dis-
positions for different activities or pur-
suits also vary. Such differences are
not to be overlooked in mental cul-
ture. While we should aim to give a
general development to all the facul-
ties, we should not forget these spe-
cial gifts. Genius should be recog-
nized, and an opportunity giv.en for
its highest development and achieve-
ments. An unusual gift for poetry,
or music, or mathematics, or natural
science should be carefully noticed,
and efforts made for its highest cul-
ture. It is these gifts which enrich
science and art, and add to the sum
of human knowledge ; and the pro-
gress of science and art demands that
genius shall have the most abundant
opportunities for its full and complete
development.

9. The culture of the mind is not
creative in its character ; its object is
to develop existing possibilities into re-
alitie.-The mind possesses innate
powers, which may be awakened into
a natural activity. The design of cul-
ture is to aid nature in unfolding the
powers she has given. No new pow-
er can be created by culture ; we can
increase the hctivity of these powers,
but cannot develop any new activities.
Through these activities new ideas
and thoughts may be developed, and
the sum of human knowledge increas-
ed ; but this is accomplished by a
high -activity of the natural powers
with which the mind is endowed and
not by the culture of new powers.
The profound philosopher uses the
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