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should be a statement in concise form of
knowledge already acquired, or of thoughts
already in the mind,

When we take up the subject of grammar,
we find that an immense quantity of indiges-
tible stuff is attempted to be stowed away in
children’s brains, without any rcasonable
prospect of its ever proving of practical use,
Scholars are carried through all the intrica-
cics of parsing and analysis, and yet are not
taight to write or speakin grammatical Eng-
lish, They, arc burdencd with definitions, to
many of whi¢h they can attach no idea,
while littlc cffort is made to assist them in the
power of expressing theit thoughts cotrectly
in‘words—yet'**gramma? is the-art of speak-
ing and writing the English language cor-
rettly.” That!she number of teackers Is de.
creasing who are content with this kind of
crsmmidg we are assured ; and the sooner
they disappear the better will it be for the
country. Already there are healthful signs
of a movement to give more attention to Eny-
lish subjects in our course, and we have no
doubt the unmistakable deliverance on this
subject, of the President of the Ontario
Teachers® Association at the late Convention,
will help it forward. When increased ate
. -tention is directed:to the study of grammar,
we have nd-doubt-a more rational method of
teaching it will be adopted, and one leading
to really practical results. A limit table
drawn up by a head-master of the Public
Schools in one of our most thriving towiis has
lately come under our notice, and a few ex-
tracts from it will prove that cramming is
not confined to subordinate teachers. For
children in the Second Book, the grammar is
to comprise, I.—The first idea of a sentence ;
II,—A knowledge of the various kinds of

sentences, such as declavative, interrogative,.

optative, imperative, and exclamatory sen-
tences ; III.—Use of words in a sentence,
and their classification into parts of speech,
Now, surely the gentleman who laid down
this scheme had no serious thought of the
tender intellect of Second-book scholars to
expect their brains to be muddled with dis-
tinctions of the various kinds of sentences ;
and what conception can he have of the
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growth of the mind, to expect them to be
ablc to form distinct idcas as to the proper-
tics of a conjunction, or of a preposition in
the classification into parts of speech. His
position as a teacher in the Province justi-
fics us in saying that he should know that the
power of comparing judgments of the mind,
which the use of these two parts of speech
implies, is very weak in children below ten
or twelve years ofagc But the acmc of cram-
ming is reached in the limit for dtawmg A
certain number of definitions in drawing'are to
be recited by pupils before leaving the Sccond
Book, and those include, a point, a straight
line, wavcd hnc, and fourteen ot‘.\cr kinds
of lines ; four definitions of sutfaces, four of
angles, and ninc of triangles, including one
of ﬁimiln; triangles. Now, supposing all
thesc definitions have been accurately learnt,
how much knowledge of the variops things
defined hes the child gained?  Has it gafned
any? Is it in the nature of things that chil-
dren in the Second Book can ibrm dlstinct
conceptions of what they learn by ;Qte, espe-
cially when it is beyond their capacity ?

We had intended to touch upon the cram-
ming that pupils are liable to in scme of 'the
other subjects, but we have said enough to
direct the serious attention of our readers to
the evil. We trust it will prove to be sced
sown on good ground.  So long as it pre-
vails, the time of pupils in school is to a con-
siderable extent wasted ; and thisinitselfisa
serious evil, when we consider the exacting
demands of our modern life upon the intel-
lect.

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS,
HAMILTON MODEL SCHOOL.

The following are the questions set for
the professional examination at Hamilton
Moadel School, forwarded to us by Mr. J. H.
Smith, Public School Inspector of Went-
worth,

Education—Time, Two hours.

I.—What is meant by *‘synthesis” and
*¢ analysis,” as applied to methods of teach-
ing ? Illustrate your answer (1) by an exam-



