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probable that they contributed to it.”” This was going as far as could be done with auy
plausibility, in a direction opposite to the opinion usually prevailing, and is considered
by Professor Gamzee, the writer of the article under notice, to be about as remote from
the truth, as the vulgar prejudices and harsh practices which originated ity as & protest
and reaction,

Professor Gamgee having had occasion for many years to import horses from Italy
into Bngland, in the former of which countries bot-lies are much more plentiful than in
the latter, has had opportunities of observing these two facts—first, that the stomachs
of young horses from Italy that have been out at grass in the season of wstrees or bot-fly,
are usually lined with bots; and, secondly, that these horses do not thrive for several
months, or until a portion at least of this accumulation of bots in the stomach has been
removed. Horses in Italy are usually unfit for work until they have been a year or so in
the stable, or out of the reach of hot-bees.

From these and similar facts Professor Gamgee has come to the conclusion that
summer grazing, at least during the season that bot-flics are abundant, is more likely
1o be a source of injury than a benefit to horses; that yearling colts are probably often
prevented from thriving because they get the ezgs of the bot-ly into their stomachs,
which thus become filled with bots ; and that the attacks of the bot-fly should in every
way be guarded against, because bots are very certainly injurious to the health and
good condition of horses.

To this we may add that a correspondent, who has had a horse always in good health,
for about fourteen ycars, has informed us that he has taken some pains almost every
autumn to pick off by hand such of the eggs of the bot as could not be re-
moved by currying, and that he thinks the gooa condition of his horse, even at the
age of about eighteen, is very probably somewhat owing to this carefulness in diminish-
ing the number of bot-eggs. He has further informed us that he usually succeeds in
bringing away bots from other horses, by means of feeding them with green cornstalks,
while by the same means but very few seem ever to be removed from the horse which
is mora particularly cared for as above stated—Country Gentleman.

How 70 Know rue Age or A lomrse.—The colt is born with twelve grinders, —
When four front teeth Lave ma e their appearance, the colt is twelve days old ; and
when the next four comes forth, it is four weeks old.  When the corner teeth appear,
the colt is eight months, and whe:. the latter have attained to the height of the front
teeth, il is one year old. The two year old colt has the kernel (the dark substance in
the wmiddle of the tooth’s crown) ground out of all the front teeth. In the third year
the middle fror tteeth are being shifted; and when three years old these are substitnt-
ed by the horse tecth, The next foar teeth are shifted in the fourth .year, and the
corner teeth in the fifth, At six years the kernel is worn out of the lower middle front
teeth, and the bridle teeth have now attained to their full growth. At seven years a
hook has been formec <u the corner teeth of the upjer jaw; the kernel of the teeth
next to the middle fronts is worn out, and the briale teeth begins to wear off. At
eight years of age the kernel is worn out of all the lower front teeth, and beging to de-
crease in the middle upper frosts. Ia the ninth year the kernal bas wholly disappeared
from the upper middle front teeth, the hook on the corner teeth has increased in size,
and the bridle tee'h lose their points. In ihe tenth year the kernal js worn out of
the teeth next to the widdie fronts of the Upper jaw; andin the eeventh year the
kernet has entirely vanished from the corner teeth of the same jaw. At welve years
old the crown of all the front teeth in the lower jaw has become triangular, and the
bridle teeth are mush worn down. As the horse advances in age the gums sirink
away from the teeth, which, consequently, reccive a long narrow sppearance, and their
kerne's have become metamorphosed into a darkish point, grey heirs increased in the
forchead, over the eyes, and the chin assumes the form of an_ angle.—Practical
Farmer. )

Drarxixg Matcui—QOsn the 28th December an important agiicultural Draining:
Mateh taok place on the Duke of Sutherl.ud’s estate at Trentham, Staffordshire.~
Taree premiwms were offered of £5, £3, and £2, respeetively, for digging drains; the
prizes to be awaided to the shree workmen who should cut forty-eight yards of drairing.
four fect. deep, in the most workmaulike manner, with the least unnec. ssary excavation



