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probable that they contributed to it." This was going as far as could be donc with anuy
plausibility, in a direction opposite to the opinion usually prevailing, and is considered
by Profes6or Ganmgee, the writer of the article under notice, to be about as reinote from
the truth, as the vulgar prejudices and harsh practices whicli originated it, as a protest
and reaction.

Professor Gamgee having liad occasion for many years to import horses from Italy
into England, in the former of which countries bot-flics are much more plentiful than in
the latter, has liad opportunities of observing these two facts-first, that the stomachs
of young horses from Italy that have been out at grass in the season of æstrees or bot-fly,
are usually lined with bots; and, secondly, that these horses do not thrive for several
mnonths, or until a portion at least of this accumulation of bots in the stomach has been
removed. Horses in Italy are usually unfit for work until they have been a year or so in
the stable, or out of the reach of bot-becs.

From these and similar facts Professor Gangee lins comle to the conclusion that
summer grazing, at lcast during the season that bot-flies are abundant, is more likely
to be a source of injury than a bonefit to horses; that yearling colts are probably often
prevented from thrivng because they get the eggs of the bot-fly into their stomachsl,
whicl thus become filled with bots; and that the attacks of the bot-fßy should in every
way be guarded against, because bots are very certainly injurious to the hcalth and
good condition of horses.

To this we may add that a correspondent, who has had a horse always in good health,
for about fourteen years, has informed us that lie has taken some pains almost every
autumn to pick off by hand such of the eggs of the bot as could not be re-
moved by currying, and that he thinks the good condition of his horse, even at the
age of about eighteen, is very probably somewhat owing to this carefulness in diminish-
ing the number of bot-eggs. He has further informed us that he usually succeeds in
bringing away bots from other horses, by means of feeding them witli green cornstalks,
while by the same means but very few seen ever to be removed froni the horse which
is more particularly cared for as above stated.-Country Gentleman.

1w TO KNow TuE AGE OF A IlonsE.-The colt is born with twelve grinders.-
When four front teeth have ma e their appearance, the colt is t welve days old ; and
when the next four comes forth, it is four weeks old. When the corner teeth appear,
the colt is ciglt months, and wlen- the latter have attained to the height of the front
teeth, it is one year old. The two year old colt bas the kernel (the dark substance in
the niddle of the tooth's crown) ground out of all the front teeth. In the third year
the middle fro t teethi are being shifted; and when three years old these are substitut-
ed by the horse tetth. The next four teeth arc shifted in the fourth 'ycar, and the
corner teeth in the fifth. At six years the kernel is worn ont cf the lower middle front
tecth, and the bridie teeth have now attainc-d to t-heir full growth. At seven years a
hook has been formec < n the corner teeth of the npi er ja'; the kernel of the teeth
uext to the middle fronts is worn out, and the briale teeth begins to wear off. At
eight year*s ofage thie kernel is worn out of all tile lower front teeth, and begins to de-
crease in the middle upper fronts. la the ninth year the kernal has wholly disappeared
from the upper middle front teeth, the hook on the corner teeth has increased in size,
and the bridle teei lose their points. In the tenth year the kerual is worn out of
the teeth next to the niddie fronts of the Upper jaw; and in the e'eventh year the
kernel has entih ely vansied froin the corner teeth of the sane j-.w. At twelve years
old the crown of all ihe front teetl in the lowerjaw has becene triangular, and the
bridle teeth are much worn down. As the horse advances in age the gumus s %rink
away fron the teeti,, which, conscquentlv, receive a long narrow appearance, an-l their
kerne's have becomne mnetanorphosed into a darkish point, grEy h'iirs increased in the
forehead, over the eyes, and the chin assumes the forni of an angle.~-Practical
Farmer. 
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DRtAINING AMATCH-On the 28th Decemnber an important ng'icultural Draining-
Match took place ou the Duke of Sutherli,ud's, estate at Trentham, Staffordshire.-
Tnree preminiums were offered of £5, £3, anid £2, respuetiv,.ly, for digging drains; the
prizes to be awaided to th(- three worikmen who should cut forty-eiglt yards of drai ling
four feet deep', in the imost workmnailike manner, with the lkast unncc- ssary excavation


