
tnuch as travels, and the description of foreign

countries, which he read with the greatest avidity,

always placing himself, in idea, in the situation of

the hero of the tale, and declaring that, as soon as

he should have the direction of himself, he would

make a voyage round the world. It happened that

Robertson's History of America, amongst others,

fell into his hands, which, though he was shocked

at the barbarities inflicted on the natives, interested

him extremely, and made him earnestly wish to

see a country, that had been the scene of such

extraordinary exploits; and where the rivers, the

mountains, and forests, are upon a grander scale

than those in Europe. This work also inflamed him

with curiosity to visit the Indian nations that inha-

bit the interior of that extensive continent: he

longed to see their warriors, and partake with them

the pursuits of the chase.

Whilst these wishes engaged his attention, Mr.

Henry Franklin arrived in England, and havingbeen

unaccustomed to the confinement of domestic life,

and being free from all connexions but his brother,

had no inclination to sit down inactively at home.

Soon after his return, a proposal was made to

him by a nobleman of high rank, to explore

North America, with a view to procure authentic

information concerning the customs of the natives,

as well as those of the European settlers; the

productions of the soil, the animals, the face of

the ^ountrv, and in short, every thing that could

contribute
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