PREFACE.

HIS book contains a narrative of the life

and thoughts of a simple missionary during

twenty years spent in North-Western Canada. It is

dedicated, with much respect, to those dear friends

on both sides of the sea who have so often cheered
this missionary with their help and sympathy.

To make the experience of the missionary appear
real to other people, it has been necessary to speak
of many personal and local matters; but the general
subjects that are mentioned will have their interest
for readers whose thoughts may be turning some-
times to North-Western Canada, and especially to
the Edmonton district of Alberta, as this has been
the centre of the missionary work that is narrated,
and the standpoint of the observations that are .
made on the history, races, and customs of the
people brought under review.

The references that are made to the originof our
Indian tribes, and their intimate relationship with
Eastern Asia, only represent a small part of the
results of the missianary’s reading and reflection
on the whole problem of ancient America. Of the



