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Segrchlight On
Waterworks

Secretary of FEsquimalt Co, on
Stand All Day Yesterday In
Supreme Court.

P

Examined Ciusely by City’s Coun-
sel Respecting 8tatus In

Legal .Fight, S

Some Interesting Points Brought
Out—(ase to Be -Con-
tinued Today;

, (From Wednesday’s: Daily.)

T yesterday’s session of the hear-
ing of the water works question
in the supreme  courf, Tneodore

. Lubbe, secretary of the Esqui-

malt Water Works Company, was on
the witness stand the entire day. In
the forenoon he was examined by Fred
Peters, K. C., counsel for the Esqui-
malt Water Works Company; and in
the afternoon he was cross-examined
by W. J. ‘Taylor, K. C., for the
city of Victoria. On opening the
case, Mr. Peters desired to know
where - the notices of the city
had been posted. Mr. Lubbe stated
that one had been posted on the edge
of the proposed reservoir and the
“others at the bottom of the reservoir.
The reservoirs are not yet constructed,
but the company have them under con-
templation. They are to be used in
equalizing the present supply 'pt water.
In explaining his statements he said
that at present the water leaves ~the
power house in an unequal quantity
every day, sometimés running as high
‘a‘s 30,000,000 gallons and at other times
about 2,000,000. :

At this'juncture Mr. Taylor took ex-
ceptién to the line of questioning and
desired to have some explanation of
what it was going to_lead to. 5

His -Lordship Mr. Justice Duff was
not prepared to say at that stage
whether the questioning was revelant
or not, but he did not'think it would
be right to shut off the examination
at that stage.

Mr. Lubbe, - continuing, stated that
the company intended to build a res-
ervoir dn Waugh Creek, which is the
only available one for the site.

Mr. Peters, wished to know what is
the total supply of Goldstream at the
450-foot level.

Capacity of Watershed

Mr. Lubbe stated that there is at
present 12,160 acres of watershed, ac-
cording to Mr. Adams’ report. of
this, 2,324 is on the Waugh Creek
watershed, 38,200 on the Goldstream,
4,445 on the Niagara Creék, and.the
balance on the power house watershed,
with a ‘capacity of 37,036,800 imperial
gallons per day. - The minimum rain-
fall for 12 years. was 65 inches, from
which had to be deducted 16 inches
‘for evaporation. Of this amount of
water. the company are at present
using about 40 per cent,

His Lordship desired to know what
he meant by “using.” From what the
witness had said the 60 per cent.
would not be excessive in cost.

Mr. Lubbe stated that the company
can supply 40 per cenf, and the 60
per cent. would not be excessive in
cost.  The total number of inchds
available was 2,470, and it would sup-
ply 15,000,000 gallons per day. In 1904
they had supplied the British Colum-
bia  Electric ' Railway ,Company with
about’ 8,500,000, and ¥ this year it
was a little more. On the day that
the city had posted. their notices the
electric - company had used 8,539,000
gallons. The company had applied to
the legislature for incorporatioi in
1892, gnd they had practically under-
stoad that there would be no objec-
tions to the passage of the bill. This,
however, was wrong. Bo‘th the city
and the electric company "opposed it.
The citizens at a public meeting had
drafted a. petition to the legislature
asking them to disallow the act. '

Mr. Bodwell objected to the evi-
dence which was being given; " and
Mr. Peters stated that he inteaded to
show that up to this time the city had
acknowledged their right and also-that
thére had been negotiations between
the company .and the city. °*

Passage of the Act

Two petitions had been presented.
both desiring that the legislature should
not allow the passage of the act. Be-
sides this, the witness had been in con-
versation with Mayor Beaven and had
told him that the company had expend-
ed $180,000. He suggested that shares
amounting to $200,000 be taken by the
city to lay a 24-inch main, thus giving
them a say in the management of the
company. The council had not endors-
ed this, however, and the negotiations
were dropped. They were again'open-
ed in 1903. rom that date correspond-
ence had been carried on until this year,
which closed after the company had
made their offer to take $1,271,000 for
their holdings. 7

The contract of the B. C. Electric Co.
was then, taken up and Mr. Bodwell ob-
jected on the grounds that it was not of
any importance. .

It was, however, alloaved that the wit-
mess stated that the contract called for
the company to supply a phaximum of
15,000,000 gallons per day or a mini-
mum of 4,000,000 per day. The secret
contract between the city and thé elec-
tric company gave them an additional
supply ower 15,000,000  gallons. The
city by the secret contract would get
$1,000 for every additional million gal-
dons per day. By supplying 12,000,000
gallons the city would receiver $17,500,
'while the Water Works Company re-
ceives $28,800.

Question of Revenue
- In answer to a question from his lord-
ship the witness stated that on the basis
of 8,500,000 per day the city would re-
ceive $13,200 and the Water Works Com-
pany $20,400. It was stated in the se-
cret contract that the effective head of
avater supply should not be lowered with-
out the consent of the tram company.
The effective head at present was 620,
and by the contract with the Tramway

Company and the Water Works Com-

pany the head could be lowered to 570.
This would necessitate the :Tramway

Compayy using 14 per cent. more water
to secure_the same power thaun they are
doing at present. P

An adjournment was then taken till
the afternoon. On resuming Mr. Lubbe
was put through a very hard cross-ex-
amination at the hands of Mr. Taylor.

At the opgning of the examipation Mr.
'_I‘ayror took up the question of gather-
ing the water and asked the witness
how they converted the wat8r after it
left the power house.

Witness—We keep it to fulfill our con-
tracts.

Mr. Taylor—Your method in  collect~
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ing it is to allow it to run to'waste. How
do you preserve the  water below the
power house? XY

How ‘Water Is Conserved i

Witness—We do not preserve it. - We
allow it to run to the sea.

Mr. Taylor—What is the approximate
cost of the improvements to Thetis lake
and to Goldstream? vy

Witness—The total cost is $513,242.50.
For Goldstream the cost is $208,104 And
Thetis lake $187,587, The total fixed
assets amount to $485,690 and the fixed
and floating assets to $513,242.

In answer to a question from his lord-
<hip ' the witness stated that the land
and improvements = represented that
amount.

* Mr. Taylor—You were invited to eon-
sider an offer of $600,000, but you asked
$1,271,000?

Witness—Yes, and it will cost more
mow. ‘This was subject to certain con-
ditions. 8

Mr. Taylor—Would those econditions
raise or lower the figure?

Witness—It would raise the amount.

Mr. Taylor—You carried on practical-
ly all the negotiations?

Witness—With the advice of the di-
rectors.

Mr. Taylor—Were all the details pub-
lished in the local press? . .

Witness did not know. -

Mr. Taylor—Was all the correspond-
ence -between the city and the company
published ?

‘Witness—No, everything that was said
at the meeting between- the city and the
directors was published.

Mr. Taylor—You know that every-
thing must be considered in council .be-
fore the city can do anything with any
agreement that may come ‘before the
cotneil? i !

The Secret Agreement

Witness—They might de it in a se®ret
session.

Mr. Taylor—Was it not strange that
all the correspoundence had mnot been
published ?

Witness—It was not strange at all.

‘Mr. Taylor—Was it not strange that
the secret agreement between the city
and the tramway  was. not publigshed?

Witness—No; it was withheld.

Mr. Taylor—Did not that appear
strange?

Witness—Yes; because the ‘contract
had been made behind our backs.

Mr. Taylor—The city should have
tonsulted you before entering into- the
agreenient. That is your complaint?

Witness—Certainly; the city should
have dealt with the owners and not the
tenants,- .

Mr. Taylor—is that the only reason?

Witness—No; the city would have had
nothing and the tram company every-
thing, or, in fact, the tram company
would have had a monopoly. -

r. Taylor—Under your centract dnd
under the contract of the city there is
considerable difference, is there net?

Witness—Yes.

Mr. Taylor—Have you somie system
near the power house where you can
regulate the head of water?

Wiitness—Yes; there is a machine for
that purpose.

Mr, Taylor—By that machine you can
make the tram company use more water
than they are doing at present to-geuner-
ate the same power, can you not?

Witness—Yes.

‘Mr. Taylor—You can regulate the sup-
ply without notifying the company?

Witness—Yes.

“Had a Cinch”

Mr. Taylor—Was that in the contract?

Witness—No; but it was understood
when the contract 'was drawn up. There
was nothing to regulate the supply and
I invented a machine.

Mr. Taylor—Then you had a dinch?

Witness—It was for discipline,

Mr. Taylor—If they had used too
much you would have regulated them?

Witness—If the city had come to us
we would have shown them where they
were at.

Mr. Taylor—You would have shown
them the cinch and how to cinch-it. You
cannot blame the tram company from
trying to get out of the agreement or
otherwise from below the sword.

Witness—They had a good bargain.

Mr. Taylor—Did they get _a better
bargain by the contract with the city?

Witness—Yes. joo

Mr. Taylor—Doe$ the water diminish
in quality or quantity after it has been
used by the tram company?

Witness—No?

Mr. Taylor—Then the tram company
would pay the city for allowing the wa-
ter to run over their wheels, which would
be a benefit to the city, and - besides
they would get $20,000 a’'year? | "

Witness—It is not a good bargain.

Mr. Taylor—How could the city get
$20,000 a year if the tram company did
‘not uge it? .

Witness—The eity could use the water
themselves.

“A Good Property”

Mr, Taylor—If the city had sold wa-
ter for $20,000 it would/be a gain.

Witness—It would not be a gaiin.

Mr. Taylor—It would be a gain ~of
Witness—But they would throw away
a good property:

Mr. Taylor—They would get $20,000
a year.

Witness—That is nething when they
give away a good property. g

Mr. Taylor—They would get rid of
your cinch? »

Witness—We have no ecinch. /

Mr. Taylor—You took a good deal of

eral communieations .to the press.

Witness—Yes, I wrote to the press.

Mr. Taylor—What was that for?

Witness—So the citizens would not be
imposed upon. =y

%\fir. Taylor—Do you mot know that
the secret agreement was of no account
till ‘it is passed by the ratepdyers?

Witness—The secret agreement is
worth as much as waste paper,

Mr. Taylor—Did you not discuss with
some person the necessity of repealing
the agreement?

‘Witness—No, I do not remember.

Mr. Taylor—Why did yQu write to the
press?

‘Witnass—To show the trickery that
had been done to six or seven of the al-
dermen. I did not kpow a thing about
the contract till I was told it was in ex-
fistence? A

Mr. Taylor—Who told you?

Witness declined to amswer.

! i\11’1' Taylor—Was it any one in the city
hall?

Witness again refyged to answer,

Mr. TayIOf——Did you get a copy?

Witness—I got several.

Aldermen Deceived

Mr. Taylor—Did it ecost you anything?

Witness—No. I‘lmd been - in conver-
sation with one of the aldermen and ask-
ed him why he was voting for the con-
tract and he told
bers of the council who understood the
contract was Mayor Barnard and Ald.
Fell, and as Mayor Barnard was for the
tramway the ‘majority of the couneil
would follow Afld. Fell.

. Mr. Taylor—Did you get the informa-
tion from an official source?

Witness declined to answer, = -

His lordship did not understand what
the examination was for.

Mr. Taylor stated that he was only
taking that method of refuting some in-
sinuations that had ‘been made by the
counsel for the plaintiff.

After a little discussion Mr. Taylor
stopped his examination on those lines.

Mr. Taylor—Did you mot think there
was something unusual in the faet that
the mayor was solicitor,for the company
at the time the contract was drawn up?

Witness—Yes.

Mr. Taylor—Was it because Mr. Bar-

L \

‘| dermen had been deluded.

interest in that contract and wrote sev- |

e that the only mem-"
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children in safety.”
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ing, Dec. 4.—(Via Eydkunen, Dec.

O.)—Although there appears to

be no foundation for the prevailing
fears that an outbreak is imminent, the
population continues in a state of anx-
lous suspense. = The garrison has now
beep reinforced by forty-two battalions
of infantry, fifteen squadrons of cavalry
and t_welye_ machine gun batteries.  Tha
cwlty is divided into four: districts, under
Generals Osasoff, Dubenski, Sterma and
Prodski, respectively.

The government, it is reported, nar-
rowly frustrated a plot whereby a thou-
sand armed men had arranged to raid
the state treasury. One of the conspir-
ators, it is said, betrayed- his fellows,
whereupon the leaders, knowing that
their attack could be. repulsed by the
troops with great slaughter, abandoned
it. = The existence of this conspiracy
led to a report that martial law would
be proclaimed tomorrow (Tuesday), but
this is authoritatively denied.

The extension of the strike of telegra-
phers to the postal system is complete
and the paralysis of business is increas-
ing

S T. PETERSBURG, Monday even-

Danger of a Financial Crisis

The strike of the Mascow telephone
opérators, who eut their wires and tore
up the poles, has sévered the last means
of communication with the ancient cap-
ital, The present couditions are unbear-
able. Sym'*mth‘y with the poorly paid
post and telegraph émployees is now
turning into indignation against the strik-
ers and the public- is supporting a for-
smidable movement which has been start-
ed by all classes to throw off the yoke
of the revolutionaries.

The government is undoubtedly en-
couraging the organization.” *“The law
-and order party” took the lead, which is
now being followed by the =

“Society of Strike Breakers,”
but the most important movement has
been started under the leadership of
Father Gapon, the former idol of the
workmen, who sibce his residence abroad
has been convinced that Russia is not
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government has wholly iost its power, and the military are bedin-

soldiers parade .the streets with socialists, waving ' red ‘flags.
“The ferment among the saitors ‘at Libau continues.”

They also prevent the estate owners from selling
grain or wood, declaring that the forests are communal property.

] “The protection of life and property has wholly ceased . to - exist.
Bands of crim'gaal: are scouring the provinces, and: nymerous estate
owners have been killed, their arms, harses
seized, and their cattie burnt to death in the stables. .. The stream of
fugitives crossing thefrontier isdaily increa;ihg.
Baltic provinces are arriving at Koenigsberg to place their women and

geitung of Koenigsberg
ined from  Russian refugees, com-
Russian :Baltic provinces. The
onists./ - One. refugee says drunken

The péeas-
officials deposed and are installing

and money have been

Noblemen from the

00000000000000000000000000009

prepared for a republic and is appealin
to his old comrades to cut loose tI;-Ic’)m thg
revolutionary agitators.

The latter already charge that Father
Gapo}x has been bought and that he is
a traitor to the cause of the people. Fa-
gher Gapop, however, is sincere, and his
influence is undoubtedly as great as
i '

is being a holiday, Father Gapon
attended meetings of eleven of the p‘;)r-
ganizations which he controlled before
Jamuary 22, “Red ‘Sunday,” at which
his words were chéered to the echo. At
these meetings the

Socialist Orders Were Howled Down

and in some cases forcibly ejected. If
this movement should grow, and an ef-
ective split amosg the workmen be
thereby ereated, it*will be of immeasur-
able service to the government in tiding
them over, untilithe meeting of the
douma. ’ 5

M. - Peterunkevitech and M.” Kokosh-
kina, members ofthe delegation from
the zemstvo congress, informed the Asso-
ciated Press today t!ilut they were ready
to accept universal suffrage direct .in
the cities and indirect in-the country
districts, with the: election laws, guar-
dnteeing the freédom of the press, speech,
assembly and' pe , which are under-
stood -to be practically ready« for-.issu-
ance. - After a meeting of the telegraph-
ers- had been dispersed by Cossacks the
strikers issued another proclamation ac-
cepting the challenge of the government
and reiterating their

Determination to Fight to the End

Neither newspapers nor lettérs have
arrived from abroad- for thiree days. The
‘socialist ~workmen’s organization has
definifely resolved to remain spectators
of thé present struggle unless the ‘unex-
pected should happen. One of the
leaders ‘explained ' to the Associated
Press that the organization was hus-
banding all its resources and strength
for the final struggle, which he expected
would take place about the first of the

119 AN ARMED CAMP

yéar, and that in the meantime it was

bending all-ts energies to spread its

Propaganda Among the Army
throughout the empire.* He said that
a_general congress of socialists affiliat-
ed with the revolutionary organizatious
would be amlled together in the latter
part of December, when he declared
they would be ready to set up a provi-
sional” government if the test should
come.

“We have already proved too strong
for the government to defeat us,” said
this man, “but we know we are. not
strong enough tc defeat the government.
When . that time comes—well, the strike
will succeed.”

The mutiny at Verounezh, which is un-
derstood to Mave been suppressed after
considerable bloodshed has been followed
by a mueh more serious outbreak at
Kieff.

The Emperor todwy reviewed the
Simnivsky  regiment at Tsarskoe-Selo.
Grand Duke Vladimir and Gradd Duke

tndicate that -one of the robbers was
wonnded, probably by .the 'explo.sxon. >

_THE SHINGLE INDUSTRY.

Washington Operators Want. British

Columbia Miﬂmen to Take Action.

A’ special committee of the Shingie
Mills Bureau of the state of Washing-
ton was-in the city yesterday, conferr-
ing with local shingle-manufacturers
regu- mng the closing down of the
shingle mills in Vancouver says the
Advertiser.
ington were closed down-last K'riday for
60 days, and it is to have the co-opera-
tion ‘of the mills- here that the commit-
tee came up.

A meeting was held yesterday after-
noon: in the rooms of the B. C. Lumber
& Shingle Manufacturers’ association,
when the matter was discussed. The
‘Washington representatives . = were
Messrs. Dan W. Bass, president of the
Shingle Mills Bureau; R. W. Douglas,
E. T. Nobles, 'I.. H. Baldy.and H. W.
Vanderhoof ,and a number of the lo-
cal men _.were in attendance. The v's-
itors were assured that as much as pos-
sible ‘would be done to better condi-
tions. s

We had practically decided to tlose
down ‘hefore we heard from Mr. Bass,”

Nicholas Nicolaievitch were present.
The Emperor drank to the health ofi
the regiment. = His Majesty appeared |
to-be in good health. |

This is a great holiday here and all|
the factories and mills .are closed“
The workmen took advantage of the
holiday to hold mumerous meetings.
The principal meeting was held in a
large haill known as Salt City, and was
attended by over a.thousand persons.
Father Gapon was in the audience,
but he was not recognized. ‘When
his name was mentioaed by the speak-
ers it was received with great cheer-
ing. Among those at the mecting
were several social democrats, who
urged upon the workingmen that their
economic salvation.depended upon the
realization of the political programme
outlined by the socialists. The work-
men refused to listen to these ap-
peals, which were received with shouts
of “Enough! BEaough!”

«  Social Democrats Defeated

The social democrats were thorough-
ly discomfited. After their departure
the” meeting proceeded to ‘discuss the
organization of monster un%:ns, which
it was decided will be formged in ac-
cordance’ with ‘plans outlined by Father
Gapon, and a deputation was appoint-
ed to wait upon Count Witte to pre-
sent a request to that end.

The strike of the post and telegraph
employees appears to be no nearer a
solution. The streets are stili§ occu-
pied by - troops. The striking *tele-
graph operators attempted to hold a
meeting today in the building of the
| Imperial Economic Society.  The pres-
idént of the society was informed that
the meeting could not be held without
the authority of the prefect of police,
and he drove to the prefecture to
obtain the desired permission. Mean-
while Cossacks entered and demanded
that the meeting disperse.

- The Strikers Refused to Obey
the demand, whereupon a commissary
of police ordered the Cossacks and the
police to disperse the meeting, which
they did, beating all who remained
with , the flats of  their swords and
with their whips. - This affair-appar-
ently‘has strengthened the determina-
tion of the strikers to stand firm until
their demands are granted.

The Novwoe Vremya ascribes the
strikep of the telegraphers chiefly to
the absence of provisional regulations
for the application of the Emperor's.
manifesto pending“the meeting of the
state douma. ! The paper derdands
that the government hasten the libera-
tion of these regulations;, as the delay
is beginning to exhaust the patience of
the nation. s

The council of ministers now is dis-
cussing the question of making the
‘ministers of war and marine respon-
sible to the. premier, which was one
of the demands of the zemstvo con-
gress. The council also 5 fengaged
ip drafting a new press law.
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nard was a member of the firm and also
mayor of the city?

‘Witness—It is all traced to the same
cause. Uy

Mr. Taylor—Notwithstanding the fact
that you:bhad been informed:by an alder-
man that the majority of the eouneil fol-
lowed Ald. Fell?

‘Witness—The jority could not fol-
low the agreement @and followed Ald.
Fell because he . was a lawyer. - When
1 saw the contract I knew that the al-
I was aware
that they were:- all honest men but that
they had been misled.

Legal Difficulties

Mr. Taylor—Did you put Mayor Bar-
nard in that class?

Witness—I did not.

Mr. Taylér—You did not anticipate
any trouble in getting your incorporation
act through the'legislature?

Witness—I did not, but we were op-
posed. by both :the city and the electric
company. T

Mr. Taylor—At the time you applied
for incorporation was your solicitor a
member of the legislature? ;

Witness—Yes. 4

Mr. Taylor—Was he a director of the
company ?

Witness—No.

Mr. Taylor—Was he a shareholder?

Witness—No. ”

Mr. Taylor—He was the member from
the district in which your property is lo-
cated? :

Witness—Yes.

Mr. Taylor—Cannot— infer, that the
reason the bill. was passed was beeause
he was soligitor for your ¢ompany?

Witness—That is unfair and untrue?

Mr. Taylor—Cannot you give Mayor
Barnard the same’consideration? 4

Witnkss—No.

Mr. Taylor—Your: solicitor was made
a shareholder shortly after the bill was
passed. Don’t you- think that was im-
proper: on account of his being solicitor
and .from the fact-that he received a
number of shargs immediately after the
bill had been passed?

‘Witness—Those are different circum-
stances.

* Mr. . Taylor—There are two men. in
public positions. . One you say is wrong,
gind the other right, on the same propo-
tion. . &
. Witness—It is all according to-the po-
sitions. -
The Mayor’s ‘Position

Mr. Taylor—If Mayor Barnard had
received 21 shares in the tramway after
the contract was arranged would you not
consider that wrong? » -

Witness—No. -~ *

Mr. @aylor—Do you know that Mr.
Barnard has no- connection with the
tram company ?

Witness—I do not know anything
about'it. _

Mr. Taylor—You know that the city
is anxious to give the consumer the low-
est rate possible? ;

Witness—Yes. #

Mr. Taylor—Is your company doing
thé same? ‘ ‘

Witness—After makingia profit of 6
per cent. . The city is Tanning the water
worl;s at a loss and has to even up by
levying a higher, tax on the property.

water?

Witness—Yes. \

"Mr. Taylor—Do you know that water
is called a publie utility?

Witness—Yes; controlled by a private
company. ¢

Mr. Taylor—The public ean afford to
make ‘fhe ‘water cheaper than a private
company? - - ¥
. Witness—They cannot afford to sell
it for nothing unless they make up some
other way. e

Mr. Taylor—It eost -your' company
$550,000, ‘and still you ask the city $1,-
271,000. T :

Witness—We are not anxious to sup-
ply the city- inh -accordance with the of-
fer of August last! 4

Mr. Taylor—You do not want the
city’s custom?

Witness—We aré indifferent about it.

Mr. Taylor—As a- shareholder. you
do not want the city to buy?

Witness—No.

Mr, Taylor—As 4 ratepayer?

Witness—I am indiffereut.

~ The ‘Financial - Aspect

Mr. Taylor—~You get 6 per cent on
$500,000 stock “and make it out to be
worth §1,271,000, ‘or . $40,000 a year.
Your expenses are $8,000 a year and the
$32,000 must be paid by the tramway?

Witness—We do'not care for the tram-
‘'way fis- a customer.’

Mr. Taylor—Why do you worry so
much over the city getting their trade?

Witness—The tram company has paid
the following for the past years: Feor the
year ending December 31, ,  $11,-
441.44; December 31,-1901, $13,353.96;
Detember 3151902, $14,521.20; Decem-
bel 31, 1903, $16,017.95; December = 31,
1! s:;ggo;S’i:‘j; for the year ending June
30, $22,875.

p Mr.. Thylor—aOut of the $32,000 you
are getting $22,000 from the tramway
company ?

Witness—It is not:so. ;

Mr. Taylor—May 1 take it that all the
water-going down ‘stream’is utilized 'by
the -tram. company 2.

Witness—You may not.

Mr. Taylor—Is there some that théy
do mot use?

Witness—There are 14,247,770 gallons
flowing past the power house that the
tram company does mot tomch.

Mr. Paylor—What amount on an aver-
age flows past? +

Witness—The maximum fis 13,750,000
and the minimum i§76,250,000.

Mr. Tavlor—Tlhe average is between
six and fifteen million’ gallons which
flows past every day? #

Witness—Yes, .

Mr. Taylor—You have any amount of
customers but allow that much water to
go to waste?
‘has been done since 1892 or '93?

Witness—We have: constructed . Two
reservoirs and four dams.

Mr. Taylor—<=What use did you  put
the water to between the years of 1893
and 18972

Witness—We did not use it at all.

Mr.. Taylor—The tramway contract
was signed in September, 1897, and you
did not-commence to supply ‘them with
water till the following year. And you
did not use it at all during that time?

Witness—Not outside of Thetis lake.

Mr. Taylor—You claim contyol of the

The hearigg 'was then adjourned till
this moruiugn?xt 1 0‘clock. :

Paciﬁc Coast

‘What .amount of work |3

Happenings
Returning American Mililst‘e
Confirms. News of Togo’s
Proposed Visit.

Spoka;le‘ Hold-up Man Makes
a Haul — Safe Blower’s
Work, ‘

Griscom, American - diplomatic
representative at Tokio, who ar-
rived on the Manchuria today,
confirmed the report that Admiral Togo
proposes to visit foreign waters. He
says that the admiral informed him of
his intention to take a Japanese fleet to
England ' and the Unitéd States next
year. Minister Griscom, who is ac-
companied by his wife and her mother,
said that his trip was taken purely for
pleasure. - Gen. Luke B. Wright, gov-
ernor of the Philippines, who also came
over  on the Manchuria, said that the
primary object Of his visit was to be
present in Washington when the bids for
the construction of railroads in' the isl-
ans were opened. Conditions in the
Philippines were. never more hopefa!
than at present. ‘There were practical-
ly no disturbances and the great mass
of the people were prosperous and con-
tented. Great progréss was being made
in all of the islands, especially in Luzon.
Highwayman in Spokane

Spokane, Dec. 5.—~While returning
from a dinner party last night after 11
o’clock Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Parker were
bheld up by a highwayman at thegpoint
0t a revolver at Ninth avenue and Oak
street and robbed of four valuable dia-
mond rings, a scarf pin and a watch.
The. articles are valued at $800.

Frank Dorsey and H: D. Merritt, own-
ers of the Spokane franchise ‘'in tha
Northwestern- - Basebail league, have
made a claim for $3,000 damages from
the Oaklgnd and Tacoma teams -in the
Pacific Coast league for playing in this
city without permission. The claim is
to‘come before a meeting of the national
association in New. York City Degember

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 5.—Minister

Safe Blowers Make’ Haul

Rockford, Wash., Dec. 5.—Thyee safe
blowers raided the store of the Coey Mer-
cantile Company befare - daylight this
morning, Drillihg into the vault through
the outer wall of the building they shat-
tered it.by. a heavy charge of nitro-gly-
cerine. James “and Charles” Mottern,
two clerks who slept over the .store.
were roused by the «big}explosion . and
looked out of a window, but a shot fired
by one of the robbers drove them back.
Securing $2,100 the robbers stole a hand-

| ter things.

one well-known shingle man stated aft-
er the ‘meeting. “The shingle market
has been poor for some time, and is
continuing so, and it was thought that
to close .down was the only way to bet-
Some of the mills have ‘al-
ready clesed down, and are doibg gen-
eral overhauling, and others will prob-
ably follow Suit.

“It was mentioned in the meeting,”
he went on, ‘“about the itém appearing
in an evening paper, recently about a
Mr. Schumaker making a very larg:
purchase of shingles, and both the
visitors and the Vancouver millmen
laughed at the report as being ridicu-
lous. There was nothing to the story,
and such reports do no good to the 'n-
dustry, much less to the paper which
publishes them.”

London Gvossip
By the Cable

Sir Frederick Pollock Speaks on
His Recent Trip Through
; Canada,

Outlook Says Dominion Is Not
Interested in European
Complications.

an article on “The looseming of

the Empire” referring to Cana-

da’s asking to make her own treat-
ies, says this request implies the growth
of Canadian conviction that Canada is
not ocomcerned awith' the - interests of
Gpreat Britain im Europe and that she
must be prepared to work out her own
political destiny by herself, and for her-
self. - Deep down in the national con-
scionsness of the Canadian people is the
idea that w eaty of mutual prefer-
ence c¥not b€ 'maldle with the mother
country, then it must be arranged with
the United States in order that the
younger polity may mnot be molested
during its growing time.

Tired of Compliments

Sir Frederick Pollock writing in the
Nineteenth Century on *“‘Imperialism
and Canadian Opinion,” referring to his
recent visit to Canada says that Cana-
dian loyalty was among the elementary
things we had no .need to talk about,
“If I were a Canadian I think I should
prefer to hear no more of it. Surely it is
rather an ambiguous compliment as be-
tween citizens of the empire to assure a
man effusively that. one does .not suspect
kim of treasonable or seditious inten-
tions. My own belief is that some of
our mouthing over Canadian loyalty is
dangerously .ear that kind of cant
which mignt well offend selfrespecting
Canadians anu obscure our own percep-
tfon -for the facts.” Referring to the
proposed “Council of the Empire” Sir
Frederick Pollock declared. “Our dis-
cussions in .London had ruled out at an
early stage all propesals which would
invest the council of the empire with
any kind of compulsory authority to fix
contributions for imperial purposes, not
only because it wquld be a grave consti-
tutional innovation' at home, but because
there was no prospect of gbtaining the
consent of the self-governing colonies to
the creation of such an authority. That
conclusion has been amply confirmeéd by
all T could hear from ome end of Can-
ada to the other, but for a mere hand-
ful of enthusiasts who are still wedded
to old projects of imperial federation but
are not effective power in Canadian poli-
tics:. English, no less than French-Cana-
dians would meet any plan of that kind
with a most determined opposition. '1'he
writer’s opinion is that if there is to be
an imperial council it seems clear that
it can be nothing else than the existing
colonial conference made continwous and
reinforceu.”

Why Canada Objects

The Morning Post says that Lyttel-
ton’s proposal to postpone the confer-
ence will be received with ‘blank amaze-
ment. - He must know little of the «di-
reot speedy methods of the colonies if
he' imagines any colonial ministry wiil
believe five months do not give suffi-
cient time to prepare aganda for con-
ference. Canada’s objections to Lyttel-
ton’s scheme are: ‘“That the imperial
council- might eventually come to be
regarded as encroachment wupon the
full measure of autonomous legislative
administrative power, mow . enjoyed by
all the colonial governments,” and that
the permanent commission might c¢oa-
ceivably interfere with the working of
responsible government.

The Chronicle, referring #o these,
says the despatch to the Canadianm gov-
ernment should be laid to heart by all
the politiciang in this country who
have schemes fiscal or other for re-
stricting local freedom, which is the
essential basis of the British empire. %

Salvation Army Prospects

Speaking to the Camadian press, Col-
onel Lamb, chief of the emigration de-
partment of the Salvation Army, spoke
enthusiastically. of the prospects next
year. “Last year we had sixty thou-
sand applicants and we sent out four
thousand:: this year we expect an iu-
creased number of applicants and are
making - preparations to send out ten
thousand. OQur first steamer sails on
Marclr 1. We thave chartered three
steamers;: we were offered inducemen-s
to go out .and seek a conference of the
steamship lines, but our steamers wiil
‘be-the Allan, Dominion wand C. P. R.
Our business department has increased
so mueh wnat we have had to secure
more commodious premises.

WHEN YOUR CHILD SUFFERS.

For lack of knowledge of the value of
Dr. Chase’s Ointment as a cure for
ecze: many a mother has been worn
out in the effort to relieve her child of
suffering. Eczema, scald head and
other forms of itching skin disease are
common -to children, especially during
the teething period. Though readily
cured by Dr. Chase’s Ointment, eczema,

LONDON, Dec. 5.—The ©Qutlook in

car and fled northward toward Spokane:
A mposse is in pursuit, = Twaces of blocd

if neglected, becomes chronic and may
last for voesrs.

The shingle mills of Wash-,

Dominion
News Notes

B. C. Ministers Compiete Theis
Business at Ottawa and
Take Leave,

Well ‘Known Cigar Factory Is
Gutted by Fire With Loss
of $100,000,

Fruit Canning Combine
in Canada.

TTAWA, Dec. 5—Hon. Messrs,
McBride :and Tatlow had
lengthy eonference with Pre:
Laurier again today. It w f

a very friendly character and as a ro-
sult of it Mr. McBride says that sev-
eral departmental matters which have
been pending between the federal and
provincial governments for a long time
are in a fajr way of settlement.

The two provineial ministers were
guests of R. L. Borden, M. P., at
luncheon at the Rideau Club today, at
which a number of gentlemen, includ-
ing Mr. Kemp, M. P., were present.

Messrs. McBride and Tatlow left for
Montreal this afternoon. From there
the Premier will proceed to Halifax to
spend a day with his old friend, Dr.
‘Weldon. Thence he proceeds to New
York for a few days, and will reach
Toronto on the 14th in order to attend
a banquet to Mr. Borden. On his
way home Mr. McBride will remain
over in Winnipeg for a day to address
a Conservative gathering there. Cap-
tain Tatlow returns to the Coast al-
most immediately.
> Premier Laurier Subpoenaed

Premier Laurier left for Quebec thig
p. m. He has been subpoenaed as 2
witness in the famous libel suit of ex-
Premier Parent. against Senator and
Choquette for the sum of $25,000.

Hon. A. G. Blair is about to practica
law in this c¢icy and will appear for the
C. P. R. in an important case.

According to returns which reached
the government today the volume of
business which has passed through both
canals at Sault Ste Marie this year
shows a large increase. The business
of the Canadian lock is steadily aug-
menting. :

Notwithstanding the opposition of
Hon. Mr. Aylesworth the corporation of
Ottawa was victorous today in a suic
brought by the Ottawa Electric Jom-
pany to prevent the city from conduct-
ing a municipal lighting plant.

Cigar Factory Gutted

Montreal, Dec. 5.—Fire tonight gutted
the six-story cigar factory of S. Davis &
Sons, one of the largest in Canada. The
origin of the fire is not knowi ¥
when diseovered it had Y
the second and third
4ng. - The 8 RA, ¢ WOrk ss
the rubber ouse of Tames, ol
& Co., adjoining. The loss is i
at $100,000. covered by insuranc
is the third time in its history this Luld-
ing has been gutted by fire. On the
previous occasions it was occupied by
clothing manufacturers.

Fatal Fall Down Elevator Shaft

Toronto, Dec, 5.—James Cummings,
16 years old, died in the emergency
hospital -last night from injuries re-
ceived by falling down an elevator
shaft in the warehouse of the Knox
Manufacturing Company. He was
standing on a packing case moving
some other cases above him, which fell
over on him and hurled him through
the door of the elevator.

Smallpox at Barrie

A  private letter from Barrie, 65
miles north of Toronto, where there is
an outbreak of smallpox, says that
one large hotel has been quarantined,
also the hospital, in which one of the
nurses contracted the disease. In all
there are about 30 cases.

Conservative Loses His Seat

Sherbrooke, Deé. 5—Dr. A. N.
Worthington, Conservative member of
parliament for Sherbrooke, has ad-
mitted  bribery on the part of his
agents, and his election has been de-
clared void. :

Young Lady Commits Suicide

Aylmer, Dec. 5.—Beatrice Bentley, 17
years old, committed suicide last even-
ing by taking carbolic acid at the
-home of Henry Miller, three miles east
of here. She left a ‘letter, the con-
tents of which suggest that the girl
was suffering from temporary insan-
ity.

d- oore

Thirteen Lives Lost

Halifax, Dec. 5—A message received
here today from Magdalen Islands says
thirteen men have been lost by the
stranding of the steamer Lunenburg,
which went ashore near the entrance
to Amherst harbor yesterday morning
during a fierce snowstorm. The mails
were lost. Among those on board
was R. 7. Lesle, M: P. P, and it is
feared he may be among the missing.
It is not known yet how many people
were on the steamer when she struck.
She had a crew of 17.

A Sensible Move

Kingston, Dec. 5.—The city council
has abolished the curfew bell, which
for some years has been rung at 9
p. m. in summer and 8 p. m. in winter.
No benefits, they say, have been de-
rived.

Freak Ballot Papers
Winnipeg, Dec. 5.—The peculiar cou-
ditions governing voting in Saskatche-
wan ahe mnot generally known. It
is assérted that no names appear on the
ballot, but each candidate has a color,
and the voter must select a lead pencil
of that color and mark his ballot there-
with. Any transgression of the seerecy
of the ballot is punished by a fine of one
hundred dollars. :

Jewish citizens here are preparing to
build a comfortable shelter for a large
number of their destitute countryme:n
who have fled from Russia and are ex-
pected to arrive here in the near futurc.

Fog Signaling Station Wrecked

Port Arthur, Dec. 5.—The fog wari-
ing station at Passage'island, 140 feef
above high water, was wrecked du
the gales of last week, boulders b
hurled through it by t# force of the
waves. ’

The Tariff Commission

The contention that a combine ex-
isted in the fruit and vegetable can-
ning industry in Canada, practically
throttling competition and regulating
prices, was pretty well established be-
fore the tariff commission today bV
the solicitor for a Winnipeg whole >
firm, and it was asked that the tarill
be reduced to effectually combat its
existence. A deputation representing
the teaching profession appeared, ask-
ing that all scientific apparatus, library
reference books and similar perquisites
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