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The «tatea are classed for each side as 

“ sure ” and “ doubtful” The calculation 
is made by giving the candidate all the 

states of his party, and then ap­
portioning the doubtful states so as to give 
the side which the calculator favors a 
majority. Bor instance, a calculation be­
fore us gives Cleveland 159 sure votes, and 
Harrison 183. The victorious candidate 
must get at least 223 votes, as the total 

, votes of the Electoral College is 444. Ac­
cording to this calculation Cleveland must 
get 64 votes from the doubtful states, and
Harrison 40. The calculation says : •• If which is entrusted with the administration 
Cleveland gets the 159 above, half of the 
vote of Michigan and the 66 from the 
doubtful states of New Tork, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Indiana, he will have a
total of 232 votes, and he could really afford to the support of separate schools.

We see that the enemies of Canada are in 
hopes that this Manitoba School question is 
the beginning of an agitation which will in, 
time break up the Confederation, but the 
wise course taken by the Dominion Govern­
ment will, we are convinced, disappoint the 

States specially regarded as fighting ground, traitors at home and the mischief-makers 
he will Win. Or if he lost Kansas and Ne- abroad, 
braska, counted as sure—eighteen votes— 
and carried all the others as well as New 
York, Jersey, Connecticut and Indiana, he 
wbnld have 231 votes, and could afford to 
lose Connecticut. In these calculations no 
account is taken of the new States, Idaho,
Wyoming and Montana, Which have never 
voted at a presidential election.

Our readers can see that the political 
arithmetician who made these calculations 
was by no means certain that his results 
were accurate. In fact hie calculations 
were not calculations at all, but guesses.
The truth seems to be that it is impossible 
for any American politician, no matter how
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school fund, and the interest arising there- tha‘ politician was in such a situation, a South Africa copies of the death-bed 
fr0m; cost of manage- <»Ue sentiment which could net faff to com-““î'of îhe Pr^r^ Crl^^IthTn P™ 5 “d ^ Productive of

which such lands are situated, towards the ”, m“®hie™us results. They must 
support of publie schools therein : and the therefore view his conduct with disapproval, 
moneys so paid sl)all be distributed for that and we opnfess that we do not see how he

nLriLS0?™”"?* 0f *Uoh “uto their *»tisfaotion justify the course 
vince or Territory in such manner as it he i.M deems expedient." J he has seen fit to take.

Indeed Mr Laurier has not only 
promised the Liberals of the Dominion by 
appearing in Court as a friend of Mr.
Mercier, but he has brought a reproach 
upon tile whole people of Canada. In Eng- 
land honest men will naturally ask what is 
the standard of political morality in a 
country in which the leader of one of the 
two great parties into which the electorate 
is divided, publicly shows sympathy with 
disgraced man who appeals before the 
judges of the land to answer for mis 
doings when in office? The char­
acter of Mr.
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August Miller, 

among the pioneer 
nubia and a native 
Old Falks’ Home, y<

“ sure ” OOn-
fession of one Harry Wilson, who declares 
that he, with a confederate, a woman, 
placed arsenic in the medicine administered 
to Mr. Maybriek.

If this is true, we cannot see

The proceedings of the Royal Commission 
which commenced its sittings yesterday, 
will be most interesting to the people of 
this province. The visitation of the small­
pox last summer was the cause of 
slderable lots and great anxiety to the 
population of both town and country 
Could that visitation have been prevented ? 
Were the means used by the Dominion 
officials sufficient to keep the smallpox or 
any other contagious disease out of the 
province ? Did the quarantine authorities 
do their duty, and did they act as their in­
structions required ? These are questions 
which British Columbians generally, and 
Victorians in particular, would like to see 
dearly and definitely answered.
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THERE ARE MANY REASONS WHY
IS ......  whet Mason

there can be for creating an excitement about 
■the matter. If the confession is genuine, 
and if it is corroborated- by circumstances, 
the Home Secretary will not allow Mrs. 
Maybriek to remain in prison one hour after 
her innocence is made clear. But the work 
of verifying Wilson's confession must be 
done by competent men, who should not be 
influenced in the slightest degree by a popu- 
lar agitatiqn got up by Mr. Stead or-any one' 
else. We should think that sensational 

a articles In newspapers and hysterical ad­
dresses by emotional people will have no 
effect at all on-the Home Secretary, or upon 
any one else whose duty it will be to qot in 
the matter. They will examine the 
evidence vrith the utmost care, and with an 
earnest desire to find out the truth, per­
fectly regardless of what outsiders may say 
or do.
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Weekly Examiner
It is seen from this that it is the Pro­

vincial and not the Dominion Government,
com-

IS THE BEST PAPER IN THE WEST.
of the money obtained from the sale of 
school lands. The Empire thinks that 
there is no chance of getting the law 
changed to that the fund may be diverted
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to lose Connecticut or New Jersey, but he 
must have one of them.” So much for the 

The enquiries of the Commission will Democratic prospect, 
have a very important bearing on the pre* Now for the Republican forecast. If 
servation of the health of the people of the Harrison, in addition to the 183 votes counted 
province in the "future. It will, of course, eure>getsNew Yorkand one of the ether three 
be satisfactory to know how the smallpox 
was allowed to get a foothold in the pro­
vince with a view of getting reparation 
done for the damage that faulty 
administration caused in the ) past ; 
but the knowledge will be muoh 
more valuable if it is used to 
remedy defects known to exist, and to 
prevent the recurrence of a similar visita­
tion. If the Commission findj as we have 
ne doubt it will find, how the disease was 
permitted to get into the province, and if it 
Is able to point out the weak plaoes in the 
quarantine regulations and the deficiency of 
quarantine appliances and arrangements, it 
will have performed a service to the pro­
vince of very great value. Every mail 
from the West shows us that the danger is we** informed he may be, to do anything 
not past. Smallpox is endemic in the cities better or more reliable than to guess at the 
of China, and the cholera is even new rag. result of the election. There are no data for 
ing in some of them. Every steamer that 1 calculation. No one can even yet make

anything more than a surmise as to how 
New York will go. All appear to agree 
that it will be the pivot State, but in what 
direction it will turn, or is likely to turn, 
is even at this late day a mystery.

- Itis brfmfcl ef news from all parts of the world, end its Literary Department Is supplied b. the 
feremoet writers of the day. Is addition to its great news and literary features,

IT GIVES TO EVERY SUBSCRIBER HIS CHOICE FROM TWO 
MAGNIFICENT WORKS OF ART,

The Examiner's Art Album,Mercier’s adminis­
tration is well known in Great Britain 
and intelligent people there have formed 
their opinion of its principal member. 
Every one knows that whether he is guilty 
of the particular offense now laid to Aie 
charge or not, he is not an injured innocent 
whom it is a virtue to assist and defend.

We find it hard to believe that the Leader 
of the Liberal Party stood by Mr. Mereier 
for political reasons. We believe that he 
in giving his countenance to the fallen 
Premier, was actuated by 
sympathy or foolish good-nature or, per­
haps, by a false sense of honor rather than 
by any Interested motive, personal or 
political

MW
. Consisting of eight beautiful reproductions from masterpiece» of the world’s greet. 

eat artists, the whole collection bound in a handsome bamboo leatherett
Ovabra^ürapradoctlon, In ell of its original colon, of the fain oui historical

a esse;
A DISTURBING INFLUENCE.

Columbus at the Court of Ferdinand and Isabella.One of the causes of the uncertainty of 
the Presidential election is the attitude as­
sumed by the Third Party, or the People’s 
Party. Intelligent, clear-headed men laugh 
at the platform of this Party. They regard 
it aa both mischievous and utterly imprac­
ticable ; but there are as many ignorant and 
hot-headed enthusiasts smong the electors 
of the United States as there are in other 
countries. These people do not get on in 
the world as well as they hoped and ex- 
posted, they see misery -and suffering all 
over thé oonntry. They believe that It is 
the business of the Government to right all 
wrongs, to redress all grievances and to 
ameliorate every form of goffering,* and 
they have brought themselves to believe 
that if those whom they consider the right 
men were in power most of the evils that 
affeet society would disappear. There are 
among them, too, political quacks who, hav­
ing the gift of the gab, convince their dupes 
that they have discovcred a remedy for the 
ills which cause so much suffering and they 
get their politisai support. General Weaver 
is the candidate of these people who ex­
pect to put a government in power which 
will bring about the millenium in a year or 
two. He, although not an able statesman

the sup­
port of hundreds of thousands of voters. 
It is said by those who favor him, that 
North and South Dakota will vote for 
Weaver, that he will divide the vote in 
Nebraska with the Democrats, that he will 
spoil the prospects of the Republicans in 
Kansas, that he will make the eleotion un 
certain in Colorado, and that he will give 
Wyoming to the Democrats. The People's 

““ ST arouseu amongst a por-1 Party is an element in many other states 
PPr^tw" 'wMob disturbs the calcniatiCM of both Ré- 

Roman Catholie friends are ureas- poblioans and Democrats, and which, even
in the State of New Yet*, is an unknown 
quantity that vexes and bewilders the poli­
tical arithmeticians. The Oregonian at­
taches a good deal of importance to the 
influence of tbe People’s Party. It says :

The one element of uncertainty, apart 
from the singular lethargy which seems to 
have fallen like a wet blanket on all parties 
alike, is the people’s party. This can do 
nothing for itself, but perhaps it can take 
votes enough away from Harrison, by union 
with Democrats in Republican states, to 
prevent his choice in the electoral college 
and throw the eleotion into the bouse of 
representatives, where Cleveland will have 
a majority of three-fourths. All its efforts 
are directed to this end. AU ifs activity is 
in Republican states. There was a deal of 
talk in midsummer about growth of the 
people’s party in tbe South, but it came to 
nothing. The third party in Alabama is 
almost entirely made up of a Democratic 
faction, though Weaver may get part of its 
electoral votes, if the Kolb ticket shaU 
win. With this trifling exception, the 
jwople’s party will take no vote from Cleve-
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. AVANCOUVER.

Vancouver, Out. 18__In some lines
trade is dull but in the 
ity, it is looking np. Money is still very 
tight. Numbers of persons who borrowed 
large sums at big interest when everybody 
was looking at everything through rose- 
tinted eyeglasses some years sgo, have had 
to live on the interest of this debt and pay 
the usurer the principal. They are now fi. 
nanoing to start afresh in rolling the bigs tone 
up the hill. This is what a very wise man 

a told your correspondent yesterday, was the 
reason of the stringency in the money mar­
ket here. He said if a man forced a sale of 
real estate he would be doing a very foolish 
thing, as the bearishness of real estate 
men was the very natural result of the 
long, steady climb in the value of city pro­
per» for the past six years. There is a 
-good deal of property quietly changing 
bands, and it is being bought up a shade 
below the market price by conservative, 
long-headed business men.

A few buckets of water put out an incipi­
ent fire at Mr. Eraser’s house, corner of 
Carl Avenue and Oppenheimer streets.

The ship tonnage in the harbor is greater 
than ever before.

The new halibut fishing company is pro­
moted by Twin City capitalists. It (will no 
doubt be a profitable undertaking if pro­
perly managed.

|B In the review of tl 
the year, published j 
a line rather mystifiJ 
made up as below : ■ 

Lower Coast Catch... 
Upper do. do. ..J 
Asiatic do. do. ..J 
Indians (casual) ..J

Total................ . . J

mistaken major->■
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Weekly Colonist and Weekly ExaminerThe Gladstone Government met with 
severe reverse in the Ciroeneester Division 
of Gloucestershire a few days ago. The 
seat for that Division became vacant since 
the general election. It was filled by Mr. 
Winterbotham, who won it by a majority 
of 153. At the by-election Colonel Chester 
Master, a Conservative, was elected. This 
means a loss of two to the Gladstone Gov­
ernment on a division. This, when the 
majority does not exceed forty, is a serious 
check. A few more such elections will pyfe 
down Mr. Gladstone’s majority until it be­
comes too weak to be of any use.

It is quite probable that the policy which 
Mr. Morley has initiated in the matter of 
Irish .evictions, has been the cause of this 
disaster.

k‘:;
■ crosses the Pacific is liable to bring over 

with it either or both of these dreadful 
diseases in some form or other. 

| It is, therefore, necessary that the 
utmost vigilance should be used by 
the authorities, and that the quarantine 
station be put in an effective condition.

’ Thé authoritative report of the Royal Com- 
: misaioners will no doubt have the effect of 

inducing the authorities in Ottawa to do 
what the law requires them to do to pre­
vent the introduction of disease by means 
of ocean steamships and other vessels.

The Commission witi-be able to do good 
J service—to resolve some doubts and to cor­

rect many mistakes—by enquiring into the 
. way in which the disease was treated after 

it did get a foothold in the province. It is 
not for
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The Toronto Empire, which is supposed 
to be in the confidence of the Government 
and to express its opinions on all political 
subjects of importance, has expressed itself 
emphatically and fully on the subject of the

The only safe ground which can be 
taken by the Dominion in regard to legis­
lation of the Provinces on subjects com- 
mitted to them by the Confederation Act, 
and which is kept within their rights under 
the constitution, is that of non-interference. 
That was the doctrine laid down when it 

- was sought to get the Dominion to inter/ 
fere with Quebec in the matter of the 
Jesuit*’ Estates Aot, and, despite the strong 
feeling which was aroused amongst 
tion of ~ 
stand was
turn, our Roman Catholie friends are press­
ing for interference, but if they wifi stop 
to consider it, they wiH see that the same 

one in their 
ÜFW fhwih

opens possibilities which they would pro­
bably be the first to deplore. We have 
always conceded that the strong feeling
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PS " '
E . The English people have no 

sympathy, with men who refuse to pay 
their honest debts, and they regard rent for 
either house or land an honest debt. They 
consequently will not support a govern- 

. ment which encourages tenants to refuse to 
pay rent. Mr. Morley is evidently giving 
aid and comfort to the Irish tenants who 
adopted the policy of rent repudiation. 
This is how the Times characterizes Mr. 
Morley’s policy : It says that “he is doing 
hie best to root out of the hearts of the Irish 
"peasantry the lesson which" all statesmen, 
all professed lovers of legality, all good 
citizens even should strive with all .their 
might to plant there—the lessen that the 
law is in its essence settled and stable, and 
that it will not be lightly altered through 
fear, favor or affection towards particular 
classes or particular persons.” A policy 
which has this tendency will not be 
tenanced by English voters iA either the 
counties or the boroughs, and if Mr. Glad­
stone persists in It, he may expect to lose 
support in Great Britain. At present, he has 
only gone so far as to appoint a commission 
to collect information on the subject of the 
evictions. This may be only a device to 
put the most persistent and unscrupulous of 
the agitators off, but it will also lead the 
evicted tenants, and tenante who have 
not been evicted, to believe that it is pos­
sible to get out of their agreement to pay 
rent with impunity. This is not the policy 
that can be approved by a law-abiding .peo­
ple, and, consequently,' it may be expected 
that other by-elections in England and 
Scotland will result as has this one in 
Gloucestershire.

WESTMINSTER.
Nxw Westminster, Oct. 18.—Oné of the 

Canadian Pacific Railway telegraph cables 
between this city and South Westminster 
was broken clean off a few days sgo by a 
snag. Superintendent Wilson is on the 
ground repairing il

Another dyking company has been formed 
to reclaim 1,200 sores of’submerged land on 
the Meadows.

T. J. Trapp, Tbos. Cunningham and D. 
S. Curtis have been appointed market com­
missioners. They will have the new market 
finished without delay.

Two million salmon 
hatchery.

The Dominion Government will take the
a cost of

m •o-> SjK

rr. uAto anticipate what the report 
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be able and impartial and that it will con 
tain muoh valuable information.

v Asked Leai
Dr. Sloggett, who 

ter of 1878, and carri 
D. of Glasgow, L.R. 
'Edinburgh, formerl 
Royal Navy, and lab 
county, Washington, 
mission to practise n 
fiumbia without paym 
or examination. Re 
reply from the Medd 
-ed his case in the 
Pooley, Q C. The oj 
similar features to 
who received a favor! 
-court. Dr. Sloggetu 
Nanaimo. He left fJ 
night, and will retufl 
appears quite confide 
•case.

WAREHOUSES .'AT VICTORIA AND
_________________________ Write for Special Catalogue and Price*.

KAMLOOPS.■
m CONTRADICTORY DECISIONS.

The action of the Alleghany County Grand 
Jury has excited the surprise of thinking 
people in the United States. Under the 
direction of Chief Justice Person, it found 
true bilis against the Homestead Advisory 
Committee and several of the rioters, for 
treason ; it also, without direction from the 
Chief Justice, brought in true bills against 
H. C. Frick (Carnegie’s manager), Robert 
Pinkerton, and several others who exerted 
themselves in protecting the Carnegie prop­
erty, and in resisting the rioters, 
epiraoy, riot and murder. The prosecutor 
is Hugh Rosa, one of the strikers, against 
whom there is a counter charge of murder, 
•reason, conspiracy and aggravated riot 
The indictments of the Grand Jory are curi­
ously contradictory. According to them thé 
men who took possession of the Carnegie mills 
and by violence prevented both the owners 
and the officers of the law from entering 
them, were guilty of the crime of treason, 
and the men who resisted the traitors and 
helped the owners to regain possession of 
theft property were guilty of conspiracy 
and murder. It will puzzle even a Phila­
delphia lawyer to show that both the 
strikers and the servants of the owners of 
the mills are criminals. Certainly, if the 
Grand Jury is right, the Chief Justice must 
be wrong. It will be interesting to watch 
the progress of these trials. It is often said 
that the laws of the United States are good 
enough but that their administration is 
most defective.
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The new municipality of Burnaby are go­
ing to open up numerous roads.

News oomes from Lillooet of great dam­
age to the Scum-Scum mining claim by the 

. breaking of the dam which held back the 
water used for hydraulicking. The work had 
only been going on for a few weeks, and at 
an expenditure of $16,000 was completed. 
The whole business was swept away by the 
torrent The shares in the claim are held 
in this city. A great freshet on thé-Bridge 
River waa the cause of the dam giving why.

The canneries are at present packing 
cohoes, and will shut down this week.

Permission has been granted by the coun­
cil to Chinese resident* to build a furnace 
in the old cemetery on the Douglas road, 
for tits purpose of burning Chinese prayers 
and other inflammable materials used in 
connection with Mongolian funerals.

E. Hutcherson, Provincial Commissioner 
for the World’s -Fair, got back yesterday 
from a trip to Vemoo, where he has been 
visiting the fair and gathering exhibits for 
Chicago. While absent he secured nearly a 
ton of magnificent exhibits of grain which 
will be sent to Chicago as part of the Brit­
ish Columbia display.

they are manifesting it quite natural, con­
sidering the circumstances under which thw 
Manitoba School Law was passed, but they 
had every facility afforded them to prose­
cute their appeal to the highest court in the 
Empire, and, now that the decision has 
gone against them, they should endeavor to 
make the best of the situation. Instead of 
seeking for redress in a quarter 
difficulties in the way are practically insur­
mountable, they should turn to the prov­
ince which has power to deal with the mat­
ter, and we have faith enough in tbe people 
of any of our provinces to believe that when 
excitement calms down, if a genuine case of 
injustice ie made out, Protestante as well as 
Catholics will eventually see that the in­
justice is not perpetuated.

We are glad to see the leading Conserva­
tive newspaper of the Dominion expressing 
itself in this way. The course which it re­
commends will, we are quite sure, if fol­
lowed, be found to be the best from every 
point of view. By taking it the constitu­
tional rights of the different provinces will 
be respected. There is not a province of 

- the Dominion that would not bitterly resent 
any infringement of its constitutional juris 
diction by the Federal Government There 
is no member of the Confederation so sensi­
tive on this point as the Province of Quebec, 
and it is the only one which, it seems, is 
desirous to have the Dominion Government 
interfere with Manitoba in this matter of 
public education. Besides it is hard to see 
what good interference could do if the 
Federal Government wished to interfere. 
It would hardly be expected that 
the people of Manitoba would rest 
contented if a system of education 
of which the majority of them did not 
approve, wete forced upon them by the 
Dominion Government The agitation 
which would follow suoh an exercise of 
power would be most bitter and most in­
tense, and it would not be confined to 
Manitoba.

It seems to us that even those who be­
lieve the minority in Manitoba to be harshly 
and unfairly treated must see that any at­
tempt on the part of the Dominion Govern­
ment to interfere on their behalf would, 
from their own point of view, do more 
harm than good.

It has been said by some that if it is 
impossible to obtain “ remedial legislation ” 
from the Dominion Parliament favorable to 
the minority, the supporters of separate 
schools In Manitobs might be aided by being 
granted part of the proceeds of the sale of 
school lands held by the Dominion Govern­
ment The Empire shows that this 
be done, for that Government has nothing 
whatever to do with the moneys realized 
from the sale of school lands except to 
hand them 
of the province. It quotes sub-section 3 
of section 25 of the Dominion Lands Aot in

coun
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üf If YouOur Portland contemporary is evidently 

of opinion that the pfiSÊoe of the candi­
date of the People’s Party in the field will 
tell in favor of the Democrats, and it is, we 
presume, this conviction that causes our 
clever contSlnporary, the Seattle Telegraph, 
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rtioh of its space. The more

y Propose organizing a joint stock company, issuing a 
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anything engraved, from a visiting card up,

' ■

THE NEWEST SENSATION.

The publie have never been allowed to 
lose sight of or to forget the Maybriek 
ease. The woman was convicted of poison­
ing her husband on evidence that appeared 
to be incontrovertible. She protested her 
innocence very strongly end with great 
earnest*»»» in ooart, but this had no effect 
upon either the judge or the jury. A ver­
dict of guilty was returned and she was 
sentenced to death.

Great interest wsa taken in the trial and 
much sympathy was felt for the eooeeed 
woman by many * people. After she wee 
convicted great effort» were made to have 
her pardoned, and for some time without 
the leyt success, but on the eve of the day 
appointed for her execution an order waa 
received commuting her punishment to im­
prisonment fer life. Since then, more than 
two years ago, there has hardly been a 
month in which something has not appeared 
in the newspapers about the cruelty of 
keeping Mrs. Maybriek in prison. Efforts 
heve been made to get a rehearing of her 
ease, end opinions heve been obtained from 
lawyers of standing to the effect 
that the evidence on which she was con- 
vieted wee not of a proper nature and 
not sufficiently Strong, but the opinion of 
the authorities wss that the woman was 
guilty of à dreadful crime and that she de­
served the punishment she was suffering.

Among those who took a lively interest 
in the Maybriek case and were most earnest 
and most persistent in their endeavors to 
obtain her release, wss Mr. Stead, now 
editor of the Review of Reviews. When 
Mr. Stead takes a case in hand he does not 
readily let it go. He is resolute and perse- 
vering, and is not daunted by authority

WANAIVte.
Nanaimo, Oct 18.—David Reid, son of 

Wm. Reid, had hie leg broken this evening. 
While hanging on to the rear of an express 
wagon his leg got entangled in the wheel. 
He was taken to the hospital

The Cedar district agricultural show, 
postponed on account of the smallpox scare, 
will now be held on October 29. _

As Constable Gibbons was making his 
rounds last evsning, a vicious dog rushed at 
him thought to be mad. The constable 
pulled his revolver and shot the brute.

A branch of the B. C. Land and Invest­
ment Co. will be established in this city, 
W. K—Leighton being local manager.

Diver Llewellyn has located the break h 
tke water main across the bay, and it has 
been repaired. He found two anchors, one 
belonging to the dredger, the other had ap- 
larently been at tke bottom of the bay a 
eng time.

The City Council will send a memoran­
dum to the Government asking for per­
mission to fill up Commercial Inlet from the
mines.

The tender for the new fire hall, of G. H. 
Frost, hse been accepted at $6,947.

Arrived, steamship Grandholm.
The Executive committee of St Paul’s 

Institute have decided to hold entertain­
ments every two weeks throughout the 
winter. Arrangements ere also m progress 
to hold a obese tournament among members 
only. A high class entertainment will be 
given m the hall on Monday, October 31, in 
aid of St Paul's church.
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one reads about the United States election 
campaign the more he will be ready to 
agree with the Oregonian when it says, 
“ There are more elements of uncertainty 
in this election, more half-concealed possi­
bilities of change and surprise than in any 
presidential election since 1876.”
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GUESSES OR CALCULATIONS! THE COLONIST,sfiî

Lively politicians in the United States 
are complaining that the campaign is ex­
ceedingly dull end that the advocates of 
both the candidates are listless and half­
hearted. One of the reasons for this dul- 
neee of which they complain, ie that the 
issues of the eleotion are not personal very 
little, indeed, comparatively speaking, ie 
said abqut the candidates, and a good deal 
about the question» ou whieh the people are 
to decide. These questions require thought 
or their consideration, 
tries to find out whether high protection or 
a tariff for revenue only, ie best for bis 
country is not helped by demonstrations of 
any kind, and is not very much disposed to 
jeie.in uburrah for any candidate. He has 
te tftink end enquire, and often the result of 
hie thinking and enquiring leaves kirn very 
muoh bewildered. He hardly knows what 
to think or how to decide end consequently 
be has no enthusiasm to spare for either

VICTORIA, B. C.II
If: A BAD EXAMPLE.

Criminal proceedings have been taken 
against Mr. Mereier, ' the ex-Premier of 
Quebec. A prima facie ease of malfeasance 
in office has been made out against him, 
and he will have to stand his trial in the 
Court of Queen’s Beach at its next session. 
What ie not » little singular is that the 
Hon. Wilfred Laurier, leader of the Liberal 
party of the Dominion, sat by Mr. Merdar’s 
side in open court while the proceedings 
ware going on. Ha did this, not as h'e 
legal adviser, for he has not been engaged 
in the ease, but as hie personal or 
political friend. We admire thé chivalry 
that prompts a man to stand by a friend 
when he is in adversity. But Mr. Laurier 
wee not, we submit, at liberty to do in this . 
case as his feelings dictated. He is a re­
presentative man. Hie public acts are net 
his own ; they are, in a sense, the acts of 
the whole Liberal Party, and as such the 
people of Canada interpret them. The 
Liberals of Canada sorely do not wish to 
be considered ae ready to countenance cor­
ruption in the person of Mr. Mereier, 
neither do they wish it to be believed that 
they sympathize with a man who has 
pursued the course which Mr. Mercier 
did, when he is called upon to answer for 
serious offence» in a court of law. There

?
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Besides, neither of the candidates is what 

it called a popular man. Each it voted for 
because he represents a principle, not be- 
•use the voter has any particular liking for 
him. This absence of partisan feeling makes 
t difficult to decide how the campaign is 

going. Of course extreme men on both 
sides express themselves sure of success, 
but the moderate men are by no means 
sanguine. There is always 
calculations, which shows 1 
element of uncertainty it) and which pro-
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RETAILover to the Government
The steamer Willamette, which ran down 

the Premier, will go into the Tacoma dock 
for repairs.
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