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If tbe fragmentary and for the mest
part contradictosy news whick'is com-
ing over ‘thelines in such wild profu-
\sion can’ b taken a8 & warranty for any
couclusion it would a'.ppgai‘ 10 be this,

golesied Metz for its base of operathns ;
that the Prussiau Avrmy, with its head-

aarters at Mayeace or M'n‘zbas selecte
od Coblentz as its base of operations ;
and thes the valley of the Moseltie will
be tbe great battle-ground. Havirg

RS o e v | Prussia, with.a civil a
ar ‘worin ] wd
placed the two armiies, it'may be ‘worib- aion of . sbont. 22,000-.. Trevcs, al-
18 I.hﬁﬂ!l?ﬂ‘t, unmgnﬁ,
¢ celebrated Gities
It was® the residesce of

whileto re connoitere their relative posi o
jons; aud this con be done with the great=

Tie M

“tuoagh unotlurge,
and ove of tha ms
or satisfaction i view of the eomplete|in Germany.

the great battiefield ; for even sboult,
' French arms be Vip’i‘oxipdg in the ﬁ‘t"ni ‘bgain’ 'appedréd atd T every “dot!

Europe,! th

oselie takes its rise in,

and'a few miled from the frontiersatdms |
Treves, an  aacisnt ,}v‘ ;&;"gﬁﬁdisﬁj
" military, popp- |

immunity from all risk of being nrrested | Copstanting ‘the (ireat ‘and
as 8 epy oF shot dowo as a new:puper | B30 Bmperors, and was for

correspondent, Strasbourgis a -~ strong
ly fortified city on the eastern frop-,
tier of Fraoca. I, stands oo the
pank of the 111, peur the left bank

of the Rbine, to which its glacis ex=
tends and across which it ccmmunicates
with Kenl (in Baden) by mean3 of a
bridge of boats. - Tho fortificd city i8 of |
triangular form, enclosed by bastiosed
ramports, avd entered by. Seien g&tes.
At its Bastern extremi'y is ‘8 slrong
pentaogt pal eitadel, and by meaus of
sluices the « adjacent country may be
laid under water. Formerly the capital
of the province of A gace, it is ' Dow thé
capital of the ; d
population of about eighty-five thousand.
Metz is another sirougly fortified city of Y
France, and is the capital of the Departs
ment of Motelle, standing, us it does, &Y
the conflux of the Moseile and Seille,
and at the head of 8 branch of the rail-
way from Pariv to Siragbourg. Iuis
170 miles from Paris, and about €0 miles
west-noribhwest of Strasdurg, Metz is
regarded as one. of the stropgest and

most imporant places io Franoce 3
and its ~ ssplanade ‘is- aceounted
ene of “‘the - finest promeiades © iu

Europe. Ii bas -an' arsenal, Gne of;
the largest in Frunice, with “8 Ccannon.
fonndry, and ao armory fcaumigipg.
abont, 180,000 8tand (farm&, and & mil-
itary bhospital cauable ¢t reogiving 1,800

viente, 1ts population is pOW: about
sixty “thcussod. Cro:sing . over L0
the Prussian side, Mayesce or - en12 is
a oity of. Hossc-Darmsiadt, €ayital £
Rhbein:hes-en. Lt stands on the left bank
of the Rbine, opposite she mouth of tbe
Main,and 20 miles W.S.W.of Franktort,
with which it is cobuected by railway.
It is a fortress ot the German Confeders.
ation, and usually has a garrison ol
8000 men. Rising gradually trom 1he
Rhine in the form of an ampbi beatre,
it is walled iy flanked . with ‘bastions,
and defeuded Uy e citadel and several
forts and outworks. A bridge of boats,
aboat 1500 fwet joug, conntcis it wi'h
its suburb of Castel, uear which ¢he vig-
er forms an islund, on which considerar
ble fortifications bave beea erecied.
The house, ‘or  rather the® siter of the
bouse ~ of ~John' Gen:fleibub, T better
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of moyable lypud;cunmi(m.e:s ot i‘h"
least interesting Object  im “the: cily,
Mayence owes‘its foundation to. & Ro
man camp, -pitehed . there DY ‘Prusass
Tt is regarded as & very stroog ailitary’
poeition, nud hasa populution of about
forty - five tbonsand. Cobleniz, or
Coblenz is -a f rrified oi .y of Kbeuvish
Prussia, sitnated . on  tbe lefs bauk
of the Rhiineg where it receives 1be Wi=
ters of the #oselle. Lt is aboot 40 miles
N.W. of Mayence, aud a little ‘0ver 100
miles N.N: H, of Meuz, The - Rhine 15
erossed by means of u bridge of boa's,
485 yards lorg, ~and - the Moselle., is;
crossed by & stoue bridge 536 gards iv
length: ' Al B renbreitsiein, on Lbe 0ps
posite »bank of. the Rhiue, .there 18 a
strongfortrees,with 400 picces of caunos,

‘and containing JMMeuso CiSLeris capiy.

ple of bolding &hree years’ supply of
water. The fortifications «f Cobleniz,
of which those on the opposite bauk
form mere out%orks, c¢ost nearly £ w
million dellars, and they are estimated
to be capabie- of - accommodating  vne

“hoodred thousand men, With magazines |

_safficient to coutain ten years’ provizio.-
for eigbt thoussnd men. Coblen'z is 1e
garded as the strongest wiliiary 10}
tion witbin the whole Prus iao dvm o
iops. Lt is & free port, snd carries <
an extensive trade by the Roine, Mo~
gelle and Lisbn, [Ita population,excli-
give. of ihe garrison, is avous 30,
000, Sacu are the positions takon up
by the Lwo greut armics prepating or
bettle on the banksof the Ruine, and 16
will have been seen that two sironger or
more equal pusitions could scarcely have
been selected. Whother the relasive
prowess of the two con ending armies
may be as nearly balauced a8 thew

.
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the:Gaarrol between Feance and, Prassia
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