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■if <■'- * ‘It wee the morn tie of the second 
d*jr when the father heard firm toot- 
step* behind him, and a hand touched 

|MP lightly on the shoulder. 
Rpltttor Robello, rise the danger 
is &nr. Look at the opal and tellW 

[u the doted hgs dispersed."
The priest turned and saw the 

{stranger beside him, dressed exactly 
tea he had beets draws* on the prer- 
flpp occasion. Obediently he went 
||Wr and looked at the opal hanging 
I at the breast of the tenge. Ihe cloud 

j was no longir en the stone.
•Who are yon. sir?" asked, the 

prleet "What la the meaning of this?” 
> “Father Robello, I am a descend­
ant of the man who first owned that 
stone. I have been given the power 

■Head It by mere telepathy. It is a 
power which oomss out only ones In 

gH»e generations. Here is the proof 
tint this stone belonged to our fam­
ily in the distant days."

* He rolled up hie sleeve quickly, 
and there on the forearm, was a birth­
mark—the exact replica of the opal. 
In colouring almost the same as the 
stone Itself.

I "But you are;net. a Spaniard?"
“No, I am a Bedouin, the son of a 

'Wandering tribe. I am the last of the 
family whose fate is linked with this 

1 opal. _Take these documents, yon
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you Will come inside I shall Be 
y show you the opal myself."
A,, stranger slid from his white 

gud threw the britifr to one of 
I, beggars who sat around the porch, 
r;il an order to attend to the animal 
« he returned.
j, he and the priest walked up the 
ye of the church Lhe- j^ter Stitlced 
ht this man seemed t^^^^&jjOHf’ing 
jj(r some excitement wwetfie bard- 
Ioppressed. They reached the altar 
lithe priest raised hiawGand and., 
lilted to the statue of "the Mother 
|God. The stranger -Jofllebd hard, 
jen, round the neck ot-tiie statue, 
„ i long gold chain, tfridi Ob' the 
eeut of the figure, fastened in a 
jeep was a large opal which shone 
b glittered in the falling beams of 
Blight coming through a side win-
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g himself as he muttered ’« prayer. 
Ike stranger imitated the. priest; then 
H himself up. ' ' * ' " ’/
•father Robello, I want to have a 
Lt conversation with you concera- 

this opal.’ . .... ssc.
«am at y oar service," mulvnt|j*3 
priest
[They stepped to a side dtospt and 
be fife'two sat down, the priest pre­
nd to hear a confession, yet won- 
hd at the excitement of the strang-
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 I bought a hen

- from Reuben 
„ Wrohn, . to said 

that it would lay, 
and in my need 
he guaranteed, I 
would have an 
egg a day. I took 
hie word that 
this old bird 
would soothe and 
comfort me, with 

TI*K* —v Slee. My neigh-
, wtf PbICI, hours’ hens, In
coops and pens, were laying all the 
time; and justly proud, they cackled 
loud—each egg was worth a dime. 
But my old foul put up no howl, an­
nouncing eggs, newborn ; lt loafed 
around , and clawed the ground and 
ate a ton of corn. Nine weeks went 
past and then at last I called on Mr. 
Wrenn ; “The fowl I bought,” I said, 
distraught, “is but a tinhorn hen. Oh, 
other fowls, including owls, will play 
the laying games, but my old bird is 
never stirred by sane or lofty aims. 
She eats my corn, this bird tinhorn, 
til she becomes a bore, and If I'd boll 
an egg In oil I buy it at the store. It 
was agreed, you guaranteed, she’d lay 
an egg a day; so now make good—
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rather Robello,-how did this opal 
■ to be hanging round the neck of 
iVirgin in this church?” 
me opal and the gold chain were 
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1.116 mother of King Alfonso?”

Thy did she send It ïiirffï 
"Ah, there is a story that,Ibis .opal? 
ninety, that it has brought many 

km to death or misforfoue. It was 
Where, I suppose, so that the goe- 
fc eonld no longer have anything to 
kb? their tongues with about Her 
N«Wy's Jewels." >
Then you do not believe In the sug- 
P® that the jewel is unlucky?” 
n have not followed the story, 
Kl have enough to do to see to 
6 duties." r , ■,
iTather Robello. you may,W>t knew 
f °™ King AMonso Is tohdky over­
ruled by a great danger. It^ J.. 
F to tell you that only by praying 
F* this image to remove the curse 
Ri Spanish Opal can he be saved, 
TO vouid you do ?”
nitonld pray all day and all night, 
F“ replied the priest simply.
F lent waiting for your story.” 
lue etranger took from his pocket a 
Per of worn documents, wilcli W 
P to spread out on his knee. Fre- 
Fk he looked up into the face of 
rlriest.
P=r Robello,” he began i la *, 
Fr1 '•01e. "first let me wain yOW 
P to allow that opal to be fremov- 
j/™0 his church. Only so long as 
I™58 there on the Virgin le it 
Pit danger. For the stone which 
F 16 in this church is the sln- 
rS“oh Opal of legend and 
L lurks in its iridescent 
|"*' Do not think I am a madman.
[ ' “the stone now ani jpil me It 
Cl! a C,0"<1 across ifs /eft angle 
C\e rt5ht upper cutting,”
I “ d priest did as he was bid. 
F ce was troubled when -he. pfe-
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Agents for Newfoundland
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For soap making, softening 
water, cleaning sinks, closets, 
drains, etc.in front of that stone all day and all 

night that you may avert tha 
catastrophe.”

letter which was sent to him point­
ing out that he ought to take care not 
to flout the influence of the opal.”

“How do you know about that let­
ter 7“ cried the priest swiftly.

“Never mind, Father Robello, just 
yet. The king’s sister accepted the 
opal. She died within three days. Af­
ter this the king was openly advised 
not to have anything more to do wl^i 
the opal, yet he still disbelieved. He 
gave the opal to his sister-in-law, who 
didn’t care to refuse the Royal pre-

Before the priest could ask him an­
other que st inu the stranger had gon* 
out of the church, Jumped on hie 
horse, thrown the beggar who held 
the reins a gold piece, and galloped 
off.

t The priest was

“It Is true—all true. How do you 
know theee things, which only one or 
two persons know----- ” ^

“Because I know this opal, wither. 
This stone came to the hands of the 
Spanish kings through war. It was 
taken In Palestine, in fair light. But 
a curse was laid upon lt by its loser. 
That curse Is coming true. The King 
Alfonso XII., to show his disregard 
for the stories of this evil opal, gave 
the stone to his bride Mercedes, on 
the occasion of their wedding. Is lt 
not so? And she died shortly after­
wards.”

The priest lifted his head sharply; 
the stranger evidently knew much 
secret history which was not known 
outside the “royal circles.

“King Alfonso XII then gave the 
ring to his sister in disregard of the

, sent. She died within three months of 
receiving it. Then the king kept the 

1 ring for himself. He died within six- 
j weeks.”

The stranger bent over his docu- 
1 ments again and began to mumble a 
Latin formula which caught the ear 
of the priest. It was an old Castile 
proverb which told how the evil In­
fluences could only be kept In check 

; if they were constantly opposed by 
the Influencée of good. It sounded 
more like a prayer than a mere quo­
tation. When he had finished, the 
Étranger rose to his feet.

“Father Robello.” he said Impres­
sively, "be careful of how you keep 
that evil etone. History and the 
reading of the story of ifc facets tell 

■ mo that within two days the present 
I king shall be near death. Pray, father.
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AUTOMOBILE TIRES.—We 
have a small shipment of Tires 
Which will be sold at bargain 
prices. All new. Different sizes. 
Also 30 x 3 V2 Tubes.—E. D. 
SPURRELL, 365 Water Street.
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