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Sir Robert’s Reply.

It affords the Telegram muchi
pleasure to be in a position to-
day to publish the reply of the
Right Honorable Sir Robert
Bond, P.C., K.CM.G., to the
citizens of St. John’s who some
time ago preferred a request,
at a public meeting, that Sir
Robert address them from a
public platform in the city,
The reasons for being unable to
undertake this, at the time, are
given in the reply. Briefly Sir
Robert was too ill to consider
travelling and the strain that
would naturally be placed upon
a constitution enfeebled through
sickness, in making an address
at a public meeting place. Even
at the moment Sir Robert ‘s
but slowly—though it is pleas-
ing to note, surely—recovering
from a three months’ attack of
pneumonia. The gist of the
reply is based upon the orgy of
expenditure indulged in by _the
present Government, and meth-
ods that should be adopted to
check it if Newfoundland is to
swing clear of the financial
breakers that are ahead of the
Ship of State. The iniquitous
piling on of taxation and the de-
bauchery of squandermania
which have characterized the

" '‘Administration and marked

them as incapable of dealing
justly with the people are also
dealt with. “There can be no
reduction of taxation until a re-
duction is first made in the
Civil Government.” There is no
person who is so obtuse that he
will not agree with this.. The
knife must be laid at the root.
The trappings of Government
must be made of less expensive
material. It is not worth an
anna to snip off the fringes and
embroideries. The main gar-
ment has to be altered and made
to fit more closely. The demand
for reduced expenditure and
correspondingl;’ reduced taxa-
tion is being received from: all
parts , of the -island. But the
Government goes its way um-
heeding and deaf to the just re-
quests of the populace. So cal-
lous and case-hardened are
they that they treat all appeals
with contémpt and go still far-
ther in their disbursement in-
crease. The people are prepar-
ed to ~make sacrifices. They
have intimated as much very
clearly. But the Government
are not imbued - with a similar
idea. They. will not—do not in-
tend to—make one sacrifice,
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given to producing for others

and only their -wages, and not

however, by: the way.. We ask | gy o4 rpg HONE T0 BE OPENED.

that all ho-ha” the md of Arrangements are about completed
L : e Wwho are ! 1, open St. Clair’s Home as a private

animated by that spirit of pa-| nospital to which any doctor may send

triotism- that surmounts all ob-| patients.” St. Clair’s Home s ‘owned

carefully thig | by the R.C. Episcopal corporation and

s:;lcles, ftOS':e:Sol;e rt Bond j;o‘ His Grace seeing the need of a Hos-
o i S U e pital where patients could be treated
which we have animadverted,|g; o moderate fee and still feel under

and if after searching perusal|no pecumary obligation; as at the

and examination of the advice | General Hospital, decided to utitise the

he gives, they cannot see a way
out of the great difficulty con-
fronting them, then his task

building named. We understand that
the new establishment will be under
the direction of the Mercy Order and

Mother Bernard, who is a highly train-

has been in vain, and the flames | ed nurse will be in charge. Sister Ber-
of the fire of independence have | nard has passed through successful

died to be revived no more. -| coursss in the leading hospitals 1a
America. The Home has been com-

Z Py T 29 pletely remodeled to meet the present

’S ’fr a rame- up 4 requirement and is fitted with the most
B modern operating wards. It will have

For a considerable time prior|ample accomodation for thirty patients.

s Prominent members of the medical
to the departure of Investigator SRR hive thibiedd e Drofest

Morgan, the Government and| . i vos aret mooded.

the Reid Company were negotia- .__ﬁ _._.S.; :

ting a basis on which railway Ear Omill izure.
operation should be surrendered| ly 2 g

by the Company and assumed{POLICE CAPTURE CARGO LIQUOR.
by the Government. A claim; At 3 am. to-day police Constables

for improvements, &c.,  was Whelan and Pike whilst doing duty on

the Southside road, espied a large
made by the Company, and was motor boat hauling into one of the

eriticized by the vernment’s piers. Being suspicioys that all was
nominees, and the stage was set | not well they investigated and were
for a clean up. Theh came the |surprised on making a search of the

Lette gan boat to find 'a large shipment of liquor
Open g s Mr‘ Mor, > { which had evidently come from 8St.

published by the Teleg.ram’ and Pierre. In &1l 23 'kegs of rum and one
the conspirators on the Govern-|case of whisky were selzed and
ment side were alarmed by the | brought to the lockup. The motor boat
sentiment they created amongst |is owned by a war veteran, who con-
the public, who attributed them ducts a fishing business on the South-
to a statesman not now 5

in,public life; and gave them| . ~

the weight his utterances West co_afj_BmeS&
always command. Negotiations,| Purchased by Portuggfse Firm.
apparently, ceased. The Govern-| 'Itis rumored that the Portuguese
ment was paralyzed by fear of | firm of Lind and Conto of Oporto,

opposition from the rank and |has purchased the West Coast busi-
gt ness premises of R. sMoulton Litd.

file of its supporters, Then fp’- Negotiations- for the transfer of the |

lowed a PeﬁOd of silence, aﬁd property will ‘likely be finalized to-
then the railway “hold-up.” The | morrow. It i -understood that 'the

Company’s notice to its emplo¥-

business will be resumed on an ex-
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this island. What more fitting? then,’
that any national movement, such‘as
this is, should originate right’ here.

ed fu this crisis to awaken the
'm of the whole island to the danger im-
. pending, and represent its views in
J;e_swct to the situation to the Hxecu-
: tive Government. It is*not bécause
some members of the Board of Trade
- | acted unwisely a year or two ago, and
brought discredit upon themselves,
that a great bedy of intelligent citi-
 zens should be treated with disrespect,

Aft M‘ ne Body Pﬂl‘fb Scalpel M ey, o ne Bt o rate

of Knife.

TO- THE CITIZENS s
OF ST. JOHN'S:—
Fellow-Countrymen— .

I am honoured with the; request re-
ceived from you yesterday, that I
would address you on the subject of
“the present financial condition of this
“coun_try, and the imperative need for
“a drastic reduction in the public ex-
“penditure”, It seems peculiarly the
occasion when a man ought -to be
ready and willing to appear before
his fellow-countrymen, to . warn, to
counsel, and to cheer them, for there
is no mistaking “the signs of the
times”. (Capital is locked up, com-
merce and trade is at a standstill, a
general \gloom is cast ‘over the coun-
try, and bankriptcy stares us in_ the
face’ -The man who does not recog-

nize this must be deprived of his sen- |

ses, and the man who dogs, and ab-
stains from doing his wutmost to
ameliorate this condition of affairs is
unworthy of not alone the esteem, but
the respect, of his Countrymen, for
he is a traitor to the land which gave
him birth, which feeds and clothes
him, and embraces the ashes of his
sacred' dead. Apprised by the @hair-
man of your meeting, who, in person,
has delivered into my hands the Re-
solution unanimously adopted at your
meeting on Friday, the 28th ultimo,
that the invitation was given without
distinction of class or creed or party,

and denounced through the official or-

our food, clothing, implements of|eéven if willing, to purchase our com-
trade, and everything else belonging | moditi8s. as-heretofore. - Secondly; the
to us that is taxable must bear the | keen competition of Norway, France
measure of the required toll. 'We are | and Icéland fish with ours ih. the

gan of the Government. It was bad
politics, worse citizenship, and the
very aptithesis of patriotism. The in-
tervention ‘of those outside public
Hfe in exeéutive business could not

not- all morally responsible for the
evils to which I have casually refer-
red, but, unfortunately, we are all
legally liable to the penalty that aris-
es out of them, being members of one
body politic. Our only -escape from
the penalty is to sever our connection
with this‘ country, and that none of
us want to do it if we can only obtain
some relief from the burden of tax-
ation, and some guarantee: that the
burden will not be increased later
on. That relief and guarantee it is
within our power to obtain. By what
means, you may ask. By means of—
“A weapon that comes down as still
As snowflakes fall upon the sod;
But executes a freeman’s will, '
As lightning does the will of God:
And from its force, nor doors nor locks
Can bar you: *Tis the Ballot: Box.”

Exercise your best judgment, and re-
turn the clearest, brainiest, and most
independent men you can induce to
represent you in the Council of your
country, that' will prove your guaran-
tee. But you may question, how can
we be sure? The greatest Statesman
that has ever lived, or that the world

| will ever again seée or hear from,—

The Master—has said “by their-fruits
you shall judge mien”. That test of

I can truly say that it is also, in this | moral worth and character has come 0 % |
respect, most congenial to my feel_é down to us through two thousand {and purpose, in accordance with the | ° Investigate these causes. These | ing to discuss the resuls,

" |ings. I rejoice in the confidence im-

plied in your invitatioh, and I wish it
were possible that'I could come, angd,
in my humble measure, assist-you in
your . patriotic endeavour to bring
about an immediate reform in the
conduct of our common affairs. But,
I reply to you under circumstances
creatl‘ng some claim to your indul-

years, and the world admits to-day

‘that ‘the only just way in “which to

judge men is by their acts,—~their
fruits. There is an abundance of fruit
on exhibition to-day: judge by’ that:
Some of ‘it is rather stale, perhaps,
but it is stil there for your judgment.
I have pointed out what I conceive
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markets of the Mediterranean. Such

. : f course be tolerated for a moment.
is the competition of those ‘countries o» ¢
in fresh fish, with the fish-of Great|. . Would of'course be a physical im-

Britain, that recently alarm has caus- f:”“’mt’ o conduct the business of
ed a movement to proceed from the | °. State by the actual intervention

fishery interests there for Government | °F ¥erY citizen. Such a plan of gov-
protection., Any displacement of trade ernment must necessarily fall; it for
in fish that may result from that move- DO Other reason, at least for this—that
menit is almost certain to effect us in | ¢ ¥OUld prevent the citizen from pur-
European markets. - Added to these suing his own business, which it is
alarming conditions have. we not to the object of all governments to en-
admit, if we are honest men, that we able hita to do. But citizens are not
have® been living for some time now intervening. when they respecttully
riotously and recklessly on borrowed approach the Government with elther
money? To, meet the interest payable a request or a suggestion; they are
on those borrowed millions " taxation but exercising their right; and it
has had to be ip'cre R wonld be well for thosg in authority’
enormous extent that trade is ecrip- to remember. that the anly just found-

pled, importations restricted, the pur- ation of all government is the will of
chasing power of the people very the people. It is an exceedingly dan-

distress finds expression, not in riot-| "1 Of the people; it bespeaks an-

ous and threatening demonstrations, | 2'°hY> and something worse. Now let
bit, in a calm despair,—the last.dig- | ® 58 in conclusion, that as in the

nity of the wretched, If this be true,— formation of individual characfer, and
and I challenge denial,—our anxiety In the development of the human sys-
should surely be to husband our. pow- | ‘™ there are causes of undisputed
ers, 50 that we can look. the future and powerful operation; so, in national
boldly in the face. . The blunders, and character,. and developmen;, there are
precipitancy of .folly—smitten rulers | “*U5e8, equally certain, of growth and
must give place to sober thought, and | 8X°ellence on. the one hand, and of
'to an honest endeavour to shape in- ::fen S ) mlm on the other. It'
stitutions; and to mould men’s mindg ongs to the philosophy of history |

change that is silently: surrounding | t0Pi¢8 of national curiosity and liberal |

them. ‘Things can mever'be again as | “Peculation acquire practical import- |
| théy “were a few y@ars ago. We have ance when the-condition of the land
bio ‘make dp our minda to’ that. But, | 7© live in is the subject of our in-
they can be made very much better ves_tigation. When we turn the 1n-’
than they are at present; if one and quiry to our own country; when wei

all will but recognize the mutuality [ SUFVeY its natural resources, its earn- |
of the interests of all classes of the | B8 POWer, its trade and commerce, |

' may cause some unpleasaptp,

let us hope that the affijoy
the ' country, in-its hoyr o

(will: charm -down with g ,

suasion the &ngry passiong g

‘and’ that all men will foe 8

have no heart:to ask themy,
other ‘question, than hoy o
couzttry be saved. 1
; i3 Believe me, :
i YOurs always, most singept
(Sgd) R g

3 The Grange, Whitbourne,

May . 2nd, 1922,
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Government May
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EXECUTIVE WILL MEgy §
PANY DIRECTORS T0.Dip
FURTHER DISCUSS Sy
GOVERNMENT MAINTALN iy
AND WILL NOT ADVAN(R
MONEY. :
If the Relds will not or e i

their employees the wages dy

the Government will take po
of and operate the railway, Thigg
ment was made by Sir pd

Bquires to-day to a Telegram

senta}ive. In the meantime, thy

torate of the Reid Newfoundanif
pany will meet the Executivs
ment this afternoon to furfhy

cass a question of settlement g

out of the final paragraph in iy
ter which will be found in f
report of the proceedings o
House, The Reids are prepared
lease all the claims under al

—tracts which they say they §

against the Goyernment. Tigy

also prepared to sell the- Govems

such assets as they may havsfy

seriously curtailed, and real want and | 6T0us thing to try and override the { neetion with transportation ou

the transportation properties ¢
by the Government. The Rei

sets are: (a) the railway st
St. John’s, (b) certain steams

a propartion of rolling stock; {
Government property is: (i
railway line from St. John's f§
aux Basques, (b) a substantiy
portion of rolling stock.
Following the conference Wil
company. directors, the Fm
Government may hold another§

Prime Minister said that it v
possible to state when the i
would- start moving. The (¢
ment are ready to enter into @
sion and operate at a mm
notice. 8ir Richard laid em#
upon the fact that now was the
to face the situation, It wol

ées, that the Company could not -;f:g:"s:;‘:"lo:;d:’;pitl:lc“vlm 3:2“::' gence. For iearly three .months, a
& -0 " | severe illness has confined me within
SN, WA WAL N couched s 10| gorgrang nas been put into the enter-| goors, and it is only within the past
be a plain incitement to strike, | prise ana several well known busi- | ey [days that T have been able to
and strike they did, in a manner | ness men will-be included on the | venture out for & short while. Under

which indicated collusion. = Angd |directorate. 2 these circumstances, I am compelled

then followed a letter  to th i 5
Government, read in the Assem- Lobster Fislnng.
bly yesterday, proposing a com- —_
promise, and upon that the Pre- [SCHOONER MET STIFF BREEZE.
mier asked time “to put the|j Messrs. Henley Parmiter and 1L
matter before the Government f;;:;’ ,fm Wriey fn. fis  eshoom
) ar” for the West Coast 6n a
party,” the “matter,” apparent- |jopster catohing venture, The schoon-
ly being a clean up of the con-|er arrived here Saturday from Har-
tracts of 1898 and 1901; that islb‘pr Grace and met the full force of
at night's breeze coming up the

, |
to say, a settlement of the Com shore. Only  good.. seamsnship and

2 ) :
p?. ny’s claim (:m the basis Rego: cateful handiing brought her through,
tiated some time ago, as above|mr. Parmiter is an ex-Naval Reserve
indicated. - The rank and file, | man and his former experience proved

having been intimidated by the
suspension of railway opera-
tions, is now about to be asked
to vote for a new deal.

va.h%able at the time. :

Stalled at Argentia.

The Glencos from the Westward

to recognize that I could not, without
grave risk to my life, undertake the
physical strain that must necessarily
accompany a public address. How-
iever, T embrace with pleasure this
| opportunity - to declare my  entire
sympathy with the concern you mani-
| fest in respect to the present financial
i condition of this country. If I under-
! stand the Resolutions, adopted by you
on the 28th ‘ultimo, they were intended
| to excite a diffusive interest in what
concerns every man and woman in
' this island. It was evidently your
{ intention that there should go out a
vital merve to every member of the
community, however remote. That is
surely most commendable, for, it is
in no degree unfriendly, #nd should
be in no way embarrassing to those,
who. for ¢he time being®are the cus-

to be our responsibility and duty as{community. Not only has increased
Electors, and shall now briefly refer | taxation to be attributed to the inter-
to the responsibility and duty of the est on borrowed money, but, in no
Gevernment, which, as I have said, 7 small degree, to the expenditure, the
are mere emanations of the people | unwarranted expenditure, in connec-
themselves, Trustees for the people, {'tion with the Civil Service, Unneges-
servants of the people, That béing {sary departments, hosts of unneces-
admitted as correct, it follows ‘that a | sary officials, excessive departmental

and examine its public and govern- | futile to wait until July when

mental institutions, it then becomes an |
inquiry of the highest .interest and |
worthy the attention of every patriotic |
man and woman, for we then dwell
not in the past but in the impending
future teeming with individual and
public fortune; a future towards

which we are daily and rapidly swept

Government, in their every act, should

reflect the wil] of the people. If they !
disregard it, they pass from one politi- i

cal crime to another. It is funda-

mentel that they recognize. that every |

dollar expended by them must be
created by the laboring men,—that
first or ‘lagt Jabor must furnish it
forth; “that all excess in the pub-
lic expenditure beyond the legitimate,
actual wants of .the country, is not
only a pecuniary ‘waste, but a great
political and, above all, a great moral
evil. . Politics, in - the’ true meaning
of the term, is an application of great
principles. I regret to say that all

' allocations, all add to the difficulties
that confront us. Let it be under-
stood by all,—I speak as one having
| many years experienee in governing
this country,—there c¢an be no reduc-
tion in taxation until a reduction is
first made in the Civil Government.
That is what, if I understand aright,
the people are demanding at the
hands of their Trustees,—the Govern-
ment of the Colony. They are not de-
manding the expenditure of money by
the Government,—that would mean
greater impoverishment for them, for
it would, .eventually, have to be paid
back into the Treasury out of their

‘| 1anded the following passengers at Ar- ; todians of the.lives and liberties and
gentia where they will hayve to stay | material interests of this people. On

: , until the rallway is again operating:
Alked. Fred Harvey, Miss K. Squires, G.
i e Const. Bartlett, A. B, Sellars,
Mr. MacDonnel (St George’s), in |Nurse. Rose, A. Bungay, Rev. A. T.
the Assembly yestérday, asked a mx;u E.»Form.‘E.ZD.-Elllot. Mr.
question obviously inte to give | Parsons, E. W, Webb. -
the Minister of Justice and Mr. Hig- % i e
gins, M.H.A., an opportunity to ex-
plain .their connection with the Act| -
passed in 1920-to emable the Reid
Nfid. Company. to do 1m

" the contrary, it'should prove exceed-
"ingly helpful to them, strengthening
. their hands to perform the work that
| must needs be done if our country is
to be saved from ruin. We have tp
remember. that

of us are apt to forget that, and we own pockets in the shape of :taxes—
are sufféring _the forgetfulness, they are demanding a reduction of
‘very. bitterly td-day. - Nows Mr. Glad- expenditure by the Government; they
stone,—recognized the world over as | express as-plainly as they possibly
one of the greatest authorities on Gov- | can their willingness to forgo many
ernment finance,—said, “If you want | things that they have been told by
to benefit the laboring classes and to | their Trustees are essential to "their
do, the maximum of good, it is mot |happiness; they récognize the gravity
enough to gperate upon the articles .of the situation, and.are prepared to
oopsixmed‘ by them;. you should make great sacrificeg if negessary to
rather operate on the ‘articles that avert cdlamity, They want & reduc-

ve ‘the 3 tion of Government expenditure in or-

ment.  In otheér words, _you sh on may be reduced,

forward; a future, which our charae-
ter, actions, and principles must ne-
cessarily influence, for good or evil
We then strive, as far as our poor
philosophy can do it, to read our
country’s auspices; to cast its horo-
scope in the national sky “where some
stars are waning, and some have set.”
You have asked me with an implied
confidence, ‘which I sincerely rever-
ence, to say what ean and ought to
be done  at this time. Can I do this
without stepping into party politics,
which above everything else I want to
avoid? 1 want you to believe, that if
I thought for a moment that party
politics was in any way connected
with your public action I should have
declined participation therein.

Now, then, I will try and point to
the way out of our difficulties. If we

‘mingle: discretion with our zeal, the

greater will be our success in this
patriotic enterprise. It does not re-
quire special skill, I think, to diagnose
the trouble. We all recegnize that

‘of this note, emph:

culty -would be found in getitf
members of the House togethet
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there is ‘something radically wrong mail for. the same d
with the body politic, which calls for

extend the area of trade by re)
2 s

only
of

that the necessaries of, life may be- |immediate aftention. Don't you re-

comée cheaper, that Capital may be un- | member that in the autumn’ of 191°

fettered, that labor may find demand, | I issned a warning to that effect?

trade may revive. The Government |then said it was suffering from a'm*
el 9

rapidly ’
- | reduction under the head : ! ople -

ernment. If they do, then it is incom- | did
prehensible to me why- they ~do | to their service another physician, and
mot . welcome _the ~ proffered as- | to-day the disease has reached a déa
istant ‘fn _bring- |1y stage. There is only one cex

, | remedy known to scténce for the
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