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B. I. S. Annual Report.
The annual meeting of the Benevo- 

. lent Irish Society was held last even- 
‘ ing. The main business was the 

reading of the report of the Executive 
of the Society for the past year. Be­
low it may be found in full and shows 
a splendid condition of the affairs of 
the body. The officers nominated at 
the preliminary annual meeting took 
their places at the table and thanked 
the Society for re-election. A resolu­
tion of sympathy in the death of Rev. 
Bro: Kennedy was passed by the 
meeting and ordered to be transmit­
ted to the head of the Order. A few 
sub-committees were elected after 
which thé meeting closed.
Report- of the Officers of the Benevo­

lent Irish Society for the Tear end­
ing February 17th, 1818:
Your Officers beg to submit to you 

their Report for the year ending Feb- 
i ruary 17th, and take the opportunity, 

of offering to the Society sincerest 
congratulations upon the attainment 
of its 113th anniversary, an anniver­
sary which sees the organization in a 
more healthy and sound state than 
ever. We beg leave to submit in this 
report a resume of the more import- 

* ant happenings in the year of the 
Society’s life which now termina­
ting.

The celebration of SL Patrick’s 
Day, 1918, was marked by the attend­
ance of your Officers at 'Solemn High 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Church. The 
preacher of the occasUyt was the vis­
iting missionary, Rev. father McKen­
zie, who delivered a very able and 
original panegyric, replete with the 
mysticism which toe subject inspires.

In the aftern'oon and evening'of the 
day, the dramatic troupe staged at 
the Casino Theatre one of their clev­
er, mirth-provoking comedy-dramas. 
It met with a hearty reception from 
overflowing audiénees.

Later in the year the troupe were 
instrumental in producing another
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___ ____ _ oldest membérs, the late John T.
success in the character of that old Fitzpatrick being the senior member 
favorite “The Black Flag” which had on our roll at the time of his death, 
a fortunate run of four nights, and the Furthermore hardly was this report 
comedy-drama of the 17th of March being prepared when the sad news 
was again produced in the month of reached the city of the passing away 
April, resulting in a substantial con- | of another member, Rev. Bro. Kenne- 
tribution to the cause of the War ; dy. The Rev. -Mr. ■ Kennedy's demise
Veterans’ Association. Hence niore 
than ever on this occasion have we 
to thank the talented ladies and gen­
tlemen whose untiring efforts are the 
means of perpetuating the name of 
the Society in the histrionic annals of 
the city.

On the 24th day of February, as 
you may remember—on a Sunday 
morning—thte appalling news reach­
ed us of the fate of the ill-starred 
Florizel. The adjourned annual meet­
ing-of that morning was immediately

comes to us not only as a personal 
loss In the sense of membership, but 
around him were entwined the very 
principles and essence of our Society 
—the educationalism which the Soci­
ety lives for and which is the very 
root of its existence. The rev. gentle­
man was one of the pioneers of the 
Order of Christian Brothers in New­
foundland. For nearly thirty-five 

: years he labored in our schools; was 
, the mainspring of the success achiev­
ed in the educational sphere and had

brought to a close in the anxiety of only left us a short four years ago to 
the moment, and in the space of a carry on the movement of the exten- 
few nervous hours, the worst was sion of his distinguished Order in the 
realized. The fatality bereft us- of United States xrf America. In the 
some of our foremost members in the visit he paid us a year since, the re- 
persons of Patrick Laracy, James newal of old time associations was
Dp!ey, Michael Connolly and John 
Cbnnolly. In passing resolutions of 
sorrow to the relatives your Society 
included further condolences to the

titos were claimed by the surf-rocked 
coast of Cappahayden.

Nor did this disaster complete the 
death roll of the organization; for 
your Officers had the mournful privi­
lege of attending also during the year 
the funerals of John T. Fitzpatrick, 

rick C. O’Driscoll, Sylvester Mur-

very marked and little did we think 
that the chronicle of our year’s work 
would perforce hold unto his memory 
a meagre but sincere condolence— 

imunity in general from which so j meagre inasmuch as no lines, of ours 
ly respected and influential vie- | can express a tribute in any way ade­

quate to the sterling worth of him 
who has gone from us. In the car­
eers of the many pupils for whom he 
labored and in the success of the 
schools he loved lies his most earnest 
epitaph.

A special meeting of the Society 
was called on the evening of the 10th

connection with the death of the Irish 
Nationalist leader, the late John E. 
Redmond. For a quarter of a cen­
tury the great Parliamentarian guid­
ed the destinies of the representative 
Irish Pdrty and his death has seen 
his followers go down tfl .defeat in a 
very certain manner. Whatever di­
vergent views may exist regarding 
policies, the demise of John E. Red­
mond awoke a heartfelt regret in the 
hearts of all Irishmen.

Furthermore hardis was this report 
being prepared whew the sad news 

j reached the city of the passing away 
I of another member, Reverend Brother 
Kennedy. The Reverend Mr. Ken- 

' nedy’s demise comes to us not only as 
a personal loss in the sense of mem­

bership, but around him were entwin­
ed the very principles and essence , of 
our Society, the educationalism which 
the Society lives for and which is 
the very root of Its existence. The 
reverend gentleman was one of the. 
piqneers of the Order of Christian 
Brothers in Newfoundland. For near- 

1 ly thirty-five years he laboured in our 
schools; was the mainspring of the 

1 success achieved in the educational 
I sphere and had only left us a short 
(four years ago to carry on the move­
ment of the extension of his distin­
guished Order in the United States of 
America. In the visit he paid us a 
year since, the renewal Of old time1 

‘ associations was very marked and lit­
tle did we think that the chronicle of 
our year's work would perforce hold 
unto his memory a meagre but sin­
cere condolence—meagre in as much 
as no lines of ours can express a tri­
bute in any way adequate to the ster­
ling worth of him who has gone from 

j us. In the careers of the many pupils 
, for whom he laboured and In the sue- 
1 cess of the schools he loved lies his 
most earnest epitaph.

A special meeting of the Society 
was called on the evening of the 
tenth day of March and resolutions of 
sympathy were passed unanimously 
in connection with the death of the 
Irish Nationalist leader, the late John 
E. Redmondr For a quarter of a cen­
tury the great Parliamentarian guided 
the destinies of the representative 
Irish Party and his death has seen his 
followers go down to defeat in a very 
certain manner. Whatever divergent 
views may exist regarding policies, 
the demise of John E. Redmond 
awoke a heartfelt regret in the hearts 
of all Irishmen.

The work of the School Committee 
for the year is best evidenced by tjie 
safe and comfortable condition of our 
buildings. The duties of this Com 
mittee are of such a nature that con­
stancy of effort and untiring watch­
fulness are essential as its scope is 
technical and extends over practical 
lines. To speak' of such tn detail Is 
impossible It is especially pleasing 
to note that the Industrial Department 
in connection with. the Committee Is 
carefully encouraged and yields sub­
stantial financial results.

The Christian Brothers have pre­
sented for the year the usual splendid 
reports. From their letters Is always 
to be noted some advance in the well 
being of their surroundings, the com­
fort of their pupils or the manage­
ment of the schools. The good Bcom­
ers have always an energetic progry- 
sion in view and are never conteqjg 
with a dormant policy. With such b 
standard it is evident their initiative 
meets with the proper success as wit­
nessed by the bnconlums to be heard 
on every side from the business com­
munity. A special noteworthy feature 
in their year’s programme; which de­
serves especial mention, was the won-

pjîÿ and Samuel Joy. As you will day of March and resolutions of sym- I derful performance of Gilbert and Sul- 
reaâily note they were some of our pathy were passed unanimously in I livan’s “Sorcerer” given last spring
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We are now finishing a line of 
Bureaus and Stands that will 

only cost you $19.00.

by the ex-pupile and pupils of the 
schools. In amateur efforts it is 
usual to find difficult vocal phases 
omitted from such performances but 
the high standard of musical ability 
possessed by the caste permitted the 
inclusion of the entire score without 
one single ommlsslon. Sincerest con­
gratulations are offered and deserved.

By the report of the Treasurer we 
find financial matters in a splendid 
6tate of efficiency. Our total Indebt­
edness now amounts to $10,400.00. 
Moreover by an arrangement perfect­
ed during the year this Indebtedness 
Is now represented by debentures 
which are held in the main part by 
members of the Society. Our organi­
zation has had to stand the strain of 
the high costs occasioned by the war 
and it has withstood the financial 
worries In the very staunchest fash­
ion.

The Literary and Amusement Com­
mitted reports for the .various quar­
ters of the year "have been read to you 
from time to time and notice of its 
work has been patent in the differ­
ent lines of activity exemplified In the 
labours cf the sub-committees. This 
Committee has very important and 
practical duties to perform. Its pro­
gramme of industry enables the So­
ciety to maintain a comradeship and 
social Intimacy with its members and 
acts as a powerful Inducements keep­
ing the ranks up to a healthy numeri­
cal standard. This year the roll saw 
the addition of forty new members—a 
happy augury of the vitality of this, 
the managing committee—whilst the 
plays, concerts and other attractions 
organized have caused a pleasing fin­
ancial surplus in Its funds.

In conclusion your Society; In com­
mon with the entire world, rejoices 
that the Great War has been brought 
to a close by the military collapse of 
the German Empire. For over four 
years the grim struggle has waged, 
and the roll of the Society has not 
been without its honours and-—its cas­
ualties. From time to time you have 
been called upon to sympathize with 
the relatives of your fellow members 
who have laid down their lives in the 
Cause of Empire—a mournful, yet 
proud tribute, to the worth of Terra 
Nova’s gallant sons. Moreover, indi­
vidually and collectively, have you 
subscribed to the War Charities, 
guaranteeing amongst other things 2 
cots to the Newfoundland Cot Fund; 
and now we welcome home our mem­
bers, and the others of the Royal 
Newfoundland Regiment with the 
hope that the great conference of na­
tions in conclave at Paris will have 
the happy fortune of making the re­
currence of armed force and world 
tragedy a gloomy and abhorrent 
myth.

On behalf of the Officers,
J. D. RYAN. President.
T. P. HALLEY, Secretary. 

St Patrick’s Hall,
February 17th, 1919.

Personal Mention.
Hon. Chas. H. Emerson, Registrar 

of the Supreme Court, is seriously ill 
of pneumonia at New York, where 
he recently went to undergo an op­
eration. Mr. Frqd. R. Emerson, his 
son, left for New York to-day.

Mr. J. W. Dewling, buyer for S. 
Milley, arrived at Liverpool this 
morning from New York.

Capt. Abram Kean is to-day moving 
from his late home Prescott Street, 
and taking up residence, in his new 
bungalow “The Anchorage,” Cross 
Roads, West End.

Miss Rose Hart is confined to her 
home suffering from a severe attack 
of LaGrippe.
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""THE .business for 191 § was the largest in the Gbmpany’s history. To-day the R
position of the Company is stronger than ever. I

EVIDENCE of this is -found in the following outstanding figures which are sub» • 1 
aÜ£ in excess of those for any previous year. 1

Policies Issued and Revived 
Total Assurance in Force 

v Cash Income 
Assets J ; 11
Net Surplus
Profits Paid Policyholders 
Total Payments to Policyholders

THE atnount of death losses in- ' 
currcd was over $300,000 in * 

excess of the previous year, due to the 
influenza epidemic and war claims.

$13,552,161.09 
70,950,316.00 

3,467,440.76 
18,185,610.75 
2,751,999.60 

285,339.48 
1,780,385.04

THE sum of $2,043,035.26 has W 
1 paid to Policyholders as divi­

dends or surplus during the past tea 
years?

W. KERR GEORGE. 
D. McCRAE, LUC.L.

Ask for a copy of the Annual Report
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Omens of Disaster.
Stones Which Forecast Trouble.
"When thou see’et me, then weep!” 
Such is the inscription carved upon 

îe boulder known as the Hunger 
Stone. This stone lies in the River

w
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Elbe, near' Tetschen in Bohemia, and 
the legend runs that when the waters 
of the river fall away so as to hare 
the stone, calomity comes upon Ger­
many.

"he stone has upon it a number of 
different inscriptions dating from the 
year 1417. which was the time when 
the awful Hunit'e Wars ravaged Ger­
many. I

The truth of the prediction has 
been verified time and again, and 
now, according to the Wiener Tage- 
blatt, once more has come true, for 
the water has reached the lowest lev­
el known for five centuries, and so 
most certainly has Germany herself.

| A curious parallel to this pheno- 
I menon is to be found in South Africa.
1 Some four hours’ drive from Ermelo 
in the Eastern Transvaal is a sheet of 
fresh water known as Lake Chrissie. 
From the earliest days of Dutch set­
tlement there was a prophecy that, if 
this lake ever ran dry, the Boers 
would lose their independence.

Towards: the end of the Soqth Af­
rican War, Lake Chrissie, for the first 
time on record, became completely 
dry, but soon after the declaration of 
peace, resumed its normal appear­
ance. 1

England’s fate, and especially that 
of her Royal Family, Is supposed to 
be bound up with Offitr ancient and 
wonderful Aionument of . Druidica] 
times, Stonehenge. It, is believed 
that the fall of one of the giant stones 
presages disaster. One thing is very 
certain—that only a very short time 
before the death of our great ' Queen 
Victoria, a stone did fall.

Another prophecy which has to do 
with the welfare of our own country 
is contained in the old couplet:
“When Our Lord falls In Oitr Lady’s 

lap I
Then comes England’s great mishap.”
. This means that when Good Friday 
falls on Lady Day, March 25th, trou­
ble is' due. This was actually this base 
in 1910 when King Edward died. :
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Fads and Fashions.
Hats show a decided preference 
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OFFICERS.

L, colleges and jutions 
[ ,hP country, and many or 
remerciai and industrial 
haUled splendidly to the 
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l Many firms have patri- 
ffiered to defray the cost of 
in particular cases. One en- 

flrm, I am told, has volun­
tary at the rate of £200 a 
lne officer during attendance 
ise, coupled with the guaran- 
1 appointment on completion 
arse at a salary of £500 a 
iother instance is that of a 
meeting firm, which has 
course for future colliery 

and guaranteed employ- 
one ex-officer at an annual 
£500 rising to £800.
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