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~Olt ! COME AND SIT BfcSIDE ME?
LOVE!

Ob, come and sit beside me, love,
■ And softly to me speak,
Aod let my kies unfold the rose 

That’s budding no your cheek ;
One year has swiftly flown away 

Since „wç ppr love confessed,
Apd earth vra‘« brightened in our eyes,
; Because our hearts were blessed.
And I can truly say. my love, 
t That now a r U flown,
A better love within my heart 

Makes answer to your own ;
And by the new tones in your voice,

*17lV newlrghtin yoor eyes,
I know that yours hap deeper flow 
' Than thit which marked its rise.

This is a goodly world, my tore,
, And oh, hpw lair it aesme 
When shadows till tot on iba way 

To doom oat sunny dreams !
How bright the broad sun is to us!

Ifpw sweet the flowers be !
There is no darkness on onr life 

That yea and I cam see.
This will not alwaye be, my fare—

Some darkness we shall see,
Çôaae beauty from onr life will lade,

And sweets from flowers flee ;
We read this, do we not, my lovsT 

And 1 cannot forget,
That whew I now hot kins the roee,
' A ttly any be set

<Ti» well to apeak of this, my lavs,
And well for ns to know,

That every mournful voice we hear 
Had once a pleasant flow ;

Tonr voice and mine will change their tunes 
In singing and in prayer.

As enehy one we shall take up .
The burdens we must bear.

Bat then we’U sot love less, my love,
Nor then onr lot deplore ; 

la dreariest days we’ll hope for light,
And only love the more :

And than we shill most truly know 
How life’s fall round of care 

Is lightened and is better borne,
When two the burden bear.

AGRICULTURE
PREPARING LAND FOR WHEAT—

SELECTION OF SEED—MODE OF
SOWING, Uc.

Farmers ore row busily engaged in har­
vest operations, and from the present, to 
the completion of wheat sowing, they will 
have no leienre for the perusal of lengthy 
Aisqujertione; our remarks, therefore, shall 
be brief end practical.

The present wheat crop may be pro­
nounced s good one, upon the whole, 
throughout Upper Canada; and the accounts 
we hato received from the Lower Provin­
ces, as well as from various sections of thp 
United States, must be considered favora­
ble. A benignant Providence having 
crowned thq,huebandman> labors with suc­
cess, we earnestly hope that those labors 
will be amply rewarded, by a remunerating 
price. No class of men are more deserving 
a liberal return for their toil, than the 
honest and industrious tillers of the soil.

No sooner are the golden fruits of au­
tumn gathered in, the results of a year’s 
expenditure of thought and toil safely stow­
ed away, than active preparations have to 
be made for securing a similar result in the 
year which is to come. It being true in 
the natural, as in tho moral world, that men 
reap what, and as they sow; wo will pro­
ceed just to remind our readers of a few 
plain pinciplee in regard U> this very inte­
resting and important portion of tho agri­
cultural year.

Id the cultivation cf wheat, as of any 
other crop, the first consideration is the 
state and composition of thé soil. It should 
be remembered that plants can no more 
live and thrive without their appropriate 
food, and that in proper quantity, than can 
animals. The soil too must be brought in­
to the requisite mechanical condition, and 
possess all the necessary constituents of 
food, which the plant requires for its heal 
thy growth, and which it imbibes through 
the agency of its roots. Theeo two con­
ditions of the soil—which may be termed 
the mechanical and tho chemical—are in 
all successful practice intimately connected 
and to a large extent, mutually dependent.

The first step then in the cultivation of 
wheat—and indeed of ail other grain—is to 
obtain a clean and deep teed bed. This 
can, in most instances, bo accomplished on 
If by the repeated application of tho plough 
the roller, and the harrow. A certain pro­
portion of fine earth, in what wo may term 
the active soil, is essential to the germina­
tion of tho seed ; yet it is found in practice 
that wheat sown in autumn, especially on 
adhesive soils, generally succeeds best in 
a tilth of moderate fineness ; clods when 
not too large act beneficially, by rendering 
the soil pervious to air and moisture, and 
by crumbling down under the action of frost 
daring winter and spring, they form a use- 
p!anti!teeti<>n an<* C0Terinff lo the young 

Surface drainage by means of open fur-
^T».üDd i * **ttar of essential im­
portance in the cultivation of fall wheat.— 
n cases where land is naturally dry, or 

rendered eo by a sufficient number ol under­
ground drams, furrowing may to a groat 
extent, be dispensed with. But when it is 
considered how large a portion of our culti­
vated fields is rendered is pert, er rrSjtll. 
unproductive by stagnant water, during 
portions of the year, the attention of farm­
ers requires to be repeatedly called to so 
grevioue an evil. We aay then to all 
wheat growers, see that you effectually 
gat rid of all surface water, either by nar­
row ridges and deep furrows, or what is 
infinitely better, whenever practicable, by 
emeieat under drainage. No field where 
fall wheat in sfiwn^ought to be left until 
this vital ebjeol baa been, as far as practica­
ble, secured.

A Soil than deeply cultivated, free from 
noxious weeds, and rendered firm and dry, 
either by nature or art, is in a proper 
mechanical condition for the reception of

the seed. But this is only s Jicst step.— 
The soil must contain all that tho plant re­
quires for healthy growth and maturity, 
which is not obtained from the atmosphere. 
And here we aro dirocty led to the great 
and complicated subject of manures, upon 
which our space compels us to bo very 
brief. Repeated cropping with wheat 
without manure, soon renders the general i 
ty ol soils incapable of producing e remune­
rating return, by, exhausting them of such 
necessary ingredients as tho silicate of 
potash, phosphate of lime, &c. When 
land hae not been exhausted by constant 
cropping, its -productive powers may, in 
general, be easily retained by changing the 
kinds of erbps cultivated, laying 'down to 
pasture, with now apd then a judicious ma­
nuring. Good, well-preserved farm yard 
dung, especially when it is the product of 
animals highly fed on grain, linseed, Sic.L 
contains in general all the ingredients, more 
or less# in relative amount, that are required 
for the growth of plants. Upon most of 
the cultivated lands of this country, the ap­
plication of Iimo, or bone dust, flhe latter 
containing a large quantity of lime, in com­
bination with phosphoric ac id,j Would be 
exceedingly beneficial to wheat, and Indeed 
lo-sll the cereals.

But one of the most important points of 
all—yet remains to be mentioned the 
selection of pure seed. This is n matter so 
sadly neglected by a large number of farm­
ers m this country, that the loss entailed 
thereby is incalculably great. What has 
farmer a right to reap, but what he sows ? 
If imperfectly ripened or diseased grain, 
the seeds of various kinds Of weeds be 
sown, what can he expect, when the harvest 
arrives but to reap tho same ? The plain 
truth is, that the gross neglect of the prin­
ciples of good husbandryj"t>r of the laws of 
nature, which in this instance are the same 
thing, is a sin which is certain to bring its 
own punishment tho first year. It is an 
old adage, that what is worth doing at all, 
is worth doing well. Whatever pains the 
farmer bestows in procuring pure and hial- 
thy grain, for seed, will amply repay him 
in the first crop. We also strongly recom­
mend the practice of- steeping ; a practice 
that comes to us recommended by an ex­
tensive experience, and tho example of the the grandfather of the late Baronet, resided 
hcetcukivutors, "in aitparts of the world yhra totretr&t~FfstrLa ne,i nB I a c k b u r n, sup-

r;

A strong solution of salt, or of blue vitrol, 
or both mixed, in which the seeds may be 
thoroughly soaked, and afterwards dried by 
the application of slackened lime, is an old 
practice strongly to be recommended. Our 
readers are, doubtless sufficiently informed, 
respecting the various steeps that have 
been recommended and practised, as to ren­
der it unnecessary for us to descend to par­
ticulars ; onr subject at present being sim- 
>ly to offer a few important, seasonal 

nints ; just to remind farmers of what most 
of them already well know, fipwevor much 
they may neglect to practice it. Like mor­
al conduct, this is an affair as much, or 
more, belonging to the will, as the under­
standing.

It is time to bring theso remarks to a 
close. As to the mode of sowing wheat, 
whether drilling, ribbing or broadcasting, 
must, in some measure, depend upon the 
condition of the land, and the resources of 
the farmer. In well cleared up farms, free 
from large stones, wo aro advocates for 
drilling ; believing that a less quantity of 
seed will suffice, by tho regtifar manner in 
w hich ,it is deposited by tfcjs ^roettse, and 
the greater certainty of its germination.— 
Besides in a climate like that of Canada, 
drilling has other advantages the plant 
being generally fixed at a uniform and suffi­
cient depth below tho surface, it is much 
less liable to be thrown out by tho action of 
frost in spring. These and other matters, 
such as tho quantity of seeds per acre re­
quire to receive more systematic attention, 
and careful record of results from the best 
practical farmers of Canada, before we are 
entitled to draw very positive general con­
clusions. And, after all, it will probably 
bo found, in the most advanced state of our 
future agriculture, that farming, like other 
industrial arts, although governed bv pri­
mary principles and general laws, will re­
quire ceaseless modifications, to meet the 
varying conditions of climate, &tc., upon 
which it is more or loss dependent, in its 
practical operations and results.

This, however, incertain, and within our 
present reach ; that deep and clean cultiva­
tion, draining when necessary, proper ma­
nuring, Sic., judicious rotsiion of crops ; 
with the selection of clean grain for seed, 
and carefully deposited in the bosom of 
mother earth ; will yield in the long run, 
an abundant return to the skilful and indus­
trious cultivator. Under a compliance 
with tho above simple conditions, we should 
very seldom hear of a miserable ten or a 
dozen bushels of wheat per aero. Rust, 
weevil, smut, and the fly, even would only 
be heard of occasionally ; and as to those 
intolerable pests, which so frequently dis­
figure our fields sod choke our grain plants 
—thistles, twitch grass, and the whole cata­
logue of weedt, why they would bo all but 
entirely banished from tho fair surface of 
tho oarth.—Canadian Agriculturist.

Parsnips sown m tiik pall.—Although 
it is out of season for growing this crop 
now, it may not bo amiss to suggest a fow 
hints in regard to its culture. Wo believe 
the time is coming when much more atten­
tion will be given to this root than at pre­
sent VVe believe it will be found advanta­
geous to sow it fate in tho fall, so that its 
seeds may be among tho first to start in 
the spring. The work will not only thon 
mv vf tho *«y in the spring, but the 
crop iself will be much better in every ree- 
pect. They require, when sown in the 
•pring, to be put in eerly, as they are a 
long time vegetating ; but if pat into tho 
earth in the fall, they will become prepared 
by the frosts to start early. The winter, 
instead of injuring the seed, is an advantage 
to them. They shpuld bo sown in rows 
wido apart so as to cultivate deeply and 
break up tbw noil that ban been pressed 
down by snows and rains.
Stevens, in his Book of the Farm, says that 
according to Col. Le .Couleur, the weight 
•f a good crop varies from thirteen to twen­
ty-seven tons per acre, (in the Island of 
Jersy, in the Channel,) the latter quantity

being sufficient té support twelve Jersy 
cows for six months.

In this Island they have been found to 
yield a heavier crop than the Altriqgbam 
carrot, in thé ratio of eight hundred and 
forty to two hundred and sixty-one. As 
the parsnip contains six per cent more 
mucilage than the carrot, the Colonel con 
ceives that the difference is sufficient to ac 
count for the superior fattening as well as 
butyraceous quality of the parsnip. The 
result of experiment there has shown, that 
not only in neat cattle, butin the fattening 
of hogs and poultry the animals, become fat 
much sooner, shd aro more healthy, than 
when fed on any other root.or vegetable, 
and that, besides, the meat is more sweet 
and delicious.

Ip our country there is an advantage in 
the parenfp ; a part of them may be left in 
the ground all winter, and be dug in the 
spring. If they aro in a place where the 
water will not stand upon them, the root is 
improved rather than injured by remaining 
in .the ground all winter.—Afome Farmer.

Early Tuaadkins—Farthers who thresh 
their wheat and other grain early, can take 
advantage of the market at any time. They 
are always ready for a good price. Not so 
with the dilitary man, who thinks it’s time 
enough, and is never ready. His success, 
if ho have any, is of course accidentel.: 
Therefore, the shrewd farmer will thresh 
hie grain at tho earliest period, and he will 
be prepared to sell whenever tho price is 
tho best.

SIR ROBERT PEEL.

The melancholy and sudden death of this 
distinguished gentleman, by an accident 
which has deprived Great Britain of one of 
her most talented statesmen, deserves more 
than a passing notice. The family of the 
Peels is said to be of Saxon origin, and ap­
pears to have been originally settled in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire. Some of them 
emigrated from this to South Lancashire, 
and established themselves as farming pro­
prietors, or yeomen, in the vicinity of Black­
burn, where a small estate still bears the 
name of Peel’s Fold. One of the family,

porting himself by the profits of a farm-in 
the neighborhood of the town, and devoting 
hie spare timo to the mechanical and chemi­
cal exporimepta which are bo often the re­
laxation of an entorprieing and enquiring 
mind. In tho year 1764 the business of 
Calico Printing being introduced in Lanca­
shire, Mr. Peel, who had previously com­
menced the manufacture of cotton, and is 
mentioned as one of the first who tried the 
Carding Cylinder, began to make some trials 
also in printing cotton, and was so success­
ful that he entered largely into the busi­
ness. It is a tradition in tho family that ho 
made hie first experiments secretly in his 
own house; that the cloth, instead of being 
calendered, was ironed by an old woman in 
the family, and that the first pattern was a 
parsley leaf scratched upon the bottom of a 
pewter plate, such as was them ordinarily 
used at the tables of the middle/ classes; 
hence, he acquired tho nickname of “ Pars^, 
ley Peel,” which is quite in accordance with 
tho usages of Lancashire, where men arc 
more frequently identified by casual epithets 
than by their proper names. Mr. Peers 
print works were situated at a village two 
miles from Blackburn, called Brookside, at 
which place his son, Robert, was born. It 
is said that very early in life this young 
man entertained a presentment that ho 
would raiso himself to distinction; at tho 
ago of fourteen he was frequently heard to 
avow bis determination to achieve rank and 
fortune by means of industrial enterprise.— 
Having been sent by hie father to reside 
with his maternal uncle at Bury, he. was 
introduced to and became a partner with 
Mr. Yates, who had established print works 
on the banks of the Irwell. Here young 
Peel devoted himself to explore the powers 
of mechanical combination, and introduced 
among his operatives that order, arrange­
ment, and subdivision ofemployment which 
form the marked characteristics of the fac­
tory system. Tho progress of mechanical 
improvement, so far from displacing labour 
in Lancashire, as had boon once asserted, 
produced the very contrary effect; the de­
mand for hands very rapidly went beyond 
the supply, snd tho firm of Yates had ‘to 
seek for operatives in distant districts.— 
Waggons and vans were then seen bringing 
able-bodied paupers and deserted children to 
Bury, from the workhouses of London, and 
the employment afforded to these poor peo­
ple soon raised them to a condition of com­
parative comfort. Mr. Peel was strictly 
attentive to tho health and morals of those 
he employed, and, without being a harsh 
taskmaster, he insisted on a system of 
punctuality and regularity, which approach­
ed the discipline of military drill; and being 
himself tho true model of a man of business, 
the establishment of Bury soon grew into a 
good sized colony—workshops, warehouses 
and dwelling-houses rising around in rapid 
succession. Spinning-mills were founded 
in various other localities, so that at last 
the business embraced every branch of ihe 
cotton trade. After ten years of silent in­
dustry and uninterrupted success, Mr. Pool, 
on the 8th of July, 1783, married his part­
ner’s eldest daughter,—for whom, while 
she was yet a mere child, the traditions of 
Bury affirm that he had formed a strong at­
tachment. After having secured a princely 
fortune, bo began to turn his attention to 
political affairs, and iu 1780 published a 
pamphlet entitled “Tho National Debt 
Productive of National Prosperity,” which 
ie not otherwise worthy of remark farther 
than having served to Introduce its author 
to the notice ol Mr. Pitt, who soon regard* 
ed Mr. Peel as hie safest adviser on manu­
facturing and commercial subjects. In 1790 
ho entered Parliament as member for Tam- 
worth, in Staffordshire, in the neighborhood 
of which he had purchased estates, and 
whoro ho had established one of tho most 
extensive branches of his business. While 
in Parliament, he wee a zealous advocate 
for the continuance of the war against 
France, and in 1767, the firm of Yates and 
Peel contributed the magnificent sum of ten

thousand pounds to tho voluntary subscrip­
tions for its support. In tho year 1800 Mr. 
Peel was created a Baronet, by letters 
patent dated November 28th. After a 
period of active Parliamentary duty, the in­
creasing age of thse wealthy baronet induced 
him to retire from public life, and at the 
general election in 1820 he resigned the 
borough of Tam worth to one of bis sons.— 
He passed the rest of hie life at Drayton 
Manor, watching with interest the progress 
in life of his numerous descendants : indeed 
so patriarchal was his family, that on the 
anniversary of his 78tb birth-day, in 1828. 
he presented a silver medal to each of fifty 
children and grand children. Sir Robert 
Peel died on tho 3rd of May, 1830, leaving 
issue by his first wife, six sons and five 
daughters. *

Hie family consisted of—
Mary, married in 1816, to the Right Hon. 

George Robert Dawson, of Castle Dawson, 
in the County of Londonderry, Ireland.

Elizabeth, married in 1805, to the Very 
Rev. William Cockburn, Dean of York.

Robert, the late Baronet, married in 1820, 
to Julia, daughter of Geo. Sir John Floyd 

! William Yates Peel, married in 1819, 
Lady Jane Eliza Moore, sister of the Earl 
of Mountcashel. ^

Edmund, married in 1812, to Emily, 
daughter of . John Swiofeo, Esq., of Swin- 
fen, in Staffordshire.

Eleanora and Anne, who died young,
John, married in 1824, another daughter 

of John Swinfen, Esq.
Jonathan, married in 1824, to Lady Ali­

cia Jano Kennedy, daughter of the Earl of 
Cassills.

Harriet, married in 1824, to Robert Hen 
lev Eden, eon of Lord Henley.

Lawrence, married in 1822, to Lady Jane 
Lennox, sister of the Duke of Richmond.

Having lost his first lady, Sir Robert 
Peel married, 2n<Jly, Miss Susanna Clarke, 
a sister of the Rev. Sir Henry Clarke, Bar­
onet, Rector of Bury, by whom he had no 
issue.

Sir Robert Peel’s.will shows clearly how 
great are the prizes to be gained by energy, 
enterprise and intelligence, in a free and 
commercial country. After entailing Dray­
ton Park, and the other large estates in 
Staffordshire and Warwickshire, it proceeds 
to recilo sums to the amount of nearly a 
quarter of a million, previously advanced to, 
or settled upon, his several children,—not 
including £9000 sterling, per annum, settled 
on his eldest son,—and then bequeated a- 
bont £600,000 more, making the portions of 
his five younger sons, £106,000 each, and 
those of bis daughters £53,000 each. He 
leaves to a chapel, erected by him at Taze- 
ley, in Staffordshire, £1000, and £6000 to a 
school established by him in the same vil­
lage. To the Infirmary and Lunatic Asy­
lum in Manchester, and the Lying-in Hos­
pital at Salford, £100 each. Tho will if 
dated July 27, 1820. By a Codicil, of Feb. 
11, 1825, tho portions of his younger sons 
arc increased to £135,000 each, and of the 
residue, which is said to have exceeded half 
a million, four-ninths were bequeathed to 
the late Baronet, and one-ninth to each of 
the five younger sons. The personal prop­
erty was sworn at what is technically called 
“ upper value," which means that it ex­
ceeded £900,000, and was the first instance 
of tho scale of duties extending to such a 
sum. The Probate Stamp was £15,000, 
and tho Legacy Duties amounted to about 
£10,000 more.

Sir Robert Peel, tho second Baronet of 
that name, tho subject of this memoir, and 
whose premature death we have to deplore, 
was born at a cottage near Chamber Hall, 
in the vicinity of Bury, in Lancashire, tho 
then usual residence of the family, on the 
6th of July, 1788. It. seems to have been 
tho great object of tho first Sir Robert’s 
ambition that In's house should produce a 
statesman, and tho talents of his eldest son, 
which were early developed, led him to hope 
that hie ambitious family aspirations would 
be ultimately realized. At an early ago 
young Peel was sent to Harrow, where he 
had for hie schobl-fellow and protector, as it 
would appear, the active and billigerent 
Lord Byron* Peel seems to have been 
“ lagged ” unmercifully at this school, and 
also bullied on the play ground, but tho 
young Lord’s interference soon settled all 
differences : “I’ll stand up for Peel,” “I’ll 
fight for little Peel,” was the lordly and 
imperious signal for til young bullies to 
beware how they meddled with any one 
whom the noble embryo poet took under hie 
protection. Having completed his studies 
at Harrow, Mr. Peel entered Christ Church 
College, Oxford, where he took out his de­
gree in 1808, obtaining class honors, tho’ 
among hie competitors were Mr. Gilbert, 
afterwards Vice Chancellor of tho Univer­
sity, Mr. Hampden, tho now celebrated 
Professor of Divinity, and Mr. Wbateley, 
afterwards Archbishop of Dublin.

When Mr. Peel became of age his father 
resolved to send him into Parliament, and 
in 1S09 purchased a seat for him as tho 
representative of the borough of Cashel.— 
On entering into public life he had to en­
counter Grattan, Sheridan, Tierney, Wind­
ham, Wilberforce, Whitbread, 8*c. Pcrci- 
val and Canning sat on the Ministerial 
benches, with Castlercagh, Groker and 
Grant. In tho opposition were Romily, 
Petty,—afterwards Marquis of Lansdown, 
Horner and Parnell, afterwards Lord Con- 
gleton. Brougham entered public life at 
the same time with Mr. Peel, so also did 
Lord Palmerston and Frederick Robinson, 
afterwards Earl of Ripou. When Parlia­
ment met, on tho 23rd January, 1810, Mr. 
Peel, not quite twenty-two years of age 
was chosen to second the Address, which 
ho did in a speech of great liveliness and 
point ; and in a debate on the Peninsular 
war, March 18th, 1811, Pcrcival was so 
pleased with tho ability of his young sup­
porter that he made him Under-Secretary 
of State, a situation which ho held till tho 
death of the Premier; Though not in 
strict accordance with our limits we cannot 
help dwelling for a moment upon this most 
important period in tho life of the young 
statesman. Though at the commencement 
of his career, he had the advantage of an 
independent fortune, a University reputa­
tion of the highest order, and a mind dis­
ciplined to severe study, yet lie had to

encounter much that was discouraging to ceeded to the Baronetcy, on >he death of 
an eager aspirant. He was overshadowed his father, fwhom he also eucCejeded Sa 
by the established reputation of the grest j presentative for Tamworlh# which he con-* 
men already on the stage. The intellec- j tinned to represent till his deatli,) and in 
tuai gladiatorship of Canning, the forensic the next Nov., the Ministry resigned office, 
practiced brilliancy of Brougham, Romily , In the new administration, Earl Grey sue- 
and Ilorner, were sure to eclipse a young ceeded the Duke of Wellington, qrliile Vis- 
uian like Peel, who was nothing more than j count Melbourne took the pinça of '
an educated gentleman who could derive 
no assistance from collateral or external 
aid. It was also a disadvantage that old 
Sir Robert had never disguised the high 
destinies for which ho intended his son.— 
Peel was regarded as a candidate for the 
office of premier from the outset ; hence 
his qualifications were examined with ' 
jealous scrutiny. One of the clever pas­
quinades of the day, was a pretended “ last 
will and teatamunt of a patriot," in which 
the qualities which the public men of the 
period were supposed to want most, were 
bequeathed to them : the paragraph, rela 
ting to Peel was—“ I leave and bequeathe 
my patience to Mr. Robert Peel ; he will 
want it all before he becomes Prime Minis 
ter of England ; but in the event of such a 
contingency, my patience is to revert to 
the people of England, who will then stand 
sadly in need of it. In 1812, Mr. Peel was 
elevated to the situation of Secretary of 
State for Ireland, the Duke pf Richmond 
being then Lord Lieutenant. In this high 
office he displayed very superior administra­
tive abilities, but showed so strong a lean­
ing towards the orange party and so little 
sympathy for the catholics, that the latter 
fixed upon him the nickname of “ orange 
Peel.” In the session of 1814, Mr. Peel 
introduced two measures, for tho better 
execution of the laws and preservation of 
the peace in Ireland. These were suppor­
ted by Grattan and many of the liberal par­
ty, the most important of whicn was for 
the appointment of euperintending magis­
trates, and a police force, in districts pro­
claimed to bo disturbed by the Lord Lieu­
tenant : hence, to this day, the constabula­
ry force in Ireland is almost universally de­
nominated “ Peelers.” When the catholic 
question was brought before the house by 
Sir Henry Parnell, Mr. Peel was mainly 
instrumental in having it rejected, which 
brought him into a quarrel with Mr. D. 
O’Connell, to whom, after some negotia­
tion he sent a challenge ; this was put an 
end to by a magistrate, and a paper war en­
sued; tho whole of which was at that time 
collected and published, with the pithy mot­
to, “ for the instruction of those who wish 
to know how to send or receiv a challange 
without anj/ intention of Jighting.” • From 
these transactions arose the personal animo­
sity between Peel and O’Connell which the 
former tried to conceal, but which tho lat­
ter lost no opportunity of proclaiming. In 
1817, Mr. Peel was elected member for 
Oxford, and from that time, showed an 
anxiety to bring bis connexion with Ireland 
to an end, which he did in the following 
year. On tho 3rd of February 1819, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ('Mr. Vansiti 
tart, now Lord Bexley,) moved for a so 
cret committee, to inquire into the state of 
the bank of England, with reference to the 
expediency of the resumption of cash pay­
ments of which committee Mr. Peel was 
appointed chairman. On the 24th after Sir 
Robert Peel had presented a petition 
favor of a paper currency, and lamented hie 
son’s change of opinion, Mr. Peel introdu­
ced the measure, the 8th clause of which 
was, “ that from tho first of May 1833, the 
hank should pay its notes on demand, in the 
legal coin of the realm,” a measure which 
passed both Houses of Parliament, with 
little opposition. On the retirement of 
Lord Sydmouth from office in 1823, Mr. 
Peel entered the Cabinet, as Secretary of 
State, continuing to act in the House of 
Commons as the leader of the anti-Catho- 
lic party, till the death of Lord Liverpool 
in 1827. The -beginning of this period was 
rendered memorable, by tho spirited and 
eloquent contest, Between Mr. Peel and 
Mr. Canning, ornthe Catholic question.— 
Mr. Cannings motion was carried by a ma­
jority of five, and on the second reading by 
twelve, but was ultimately lost in the House 
of Lords. In 1824, Mr. Peel brought in 
and carried a bill, for tho abolishing capital 
punishment, in certain cases. On tho first 
day of the session of 1824, Canning took 
an opportunity of expressing his adherence 
to tho cause of Catholic Emancipation 
while Peel declared his hostility unabated. 
In 1826 though Mr. Peel’s position in the 
cabinet was obvious inferior to that of Can­
ning, yet ho introduced two important 
measures, which added greatly to hie cha­
racter, as a reformer of tho Criminal Law. 
Lord Liverpool died in February, 1827.— 
On tho 28tli March, Mr. Canning was sum­
moned to Windsor, and on the 10th April, 
received tho King’s commands to recon­
struct the administration, Peel being left 
out ; but, at the close of the session. Can­
ning died, and at tho commencement of the 
next, Mr. Peel again became Secretary of 
State for the Homo Department, the Duke 
of Wellington being first Lord of the Trea­
sury. The Ministry wafa now almost re­
stored to what it had been under ‘ tho ad­
ministration of Lord Liverpool. Some sur 
prise was felt at the Duke of Wellington 
taking upon himself tho office of Premier, 
but it was generally supposed that ho did 
so at tho personal request of the King, who 
was wearied by tho feebleness of Lord 
Goderich—this latter nobleman having suc­
ceeded Mr. Canning for a fow months. It 
was generally admitted that Peel was the 
chief strength of this Cabinet, the Govern­
ment having no other person able lo take 
the lead in the House of Commons, against 
tho array of talent possessed by tho oppo­
sition. In 1828, after being outvoted in 
tho House of Commons, Mr. Pool yielded 
tho repeal of tho Test ahd Corporation Acts, 
which was moved by Lord John Russell, 
on the 26th February ; and in 182V. the 
Act for tho Emancipation of the Catholics, 
for which the latter had so long contended, 
was at last conceded to them, and Mr. D. 
O’Connol took hie scat in tho House for 
Clare. In consequence of Mr. Peel’s 
change of opinion on the Catholic question 
ho was obliged to vacato Itis seat for the 
University of Oxford, and again, entered 
Parliament, for Sir M. Lopez's borough of 
Weatbury. In May, mn, Mr. Perl «ne-
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Robert Peel ; Lord Brougham was Lord 
Chancellor. Sir Robert wee then |he 
avowed loader of the opposition and Earl 
Grey, as Prime Minister, declared that Par­
liamentary reform should be brought 
ward as a Cabinet measure. Go the lat of . 
March this measure was introduced by 
Lord John Rueecll, to whom jt bad beeri 
intrusted though he was not then id the ■ 
Cabinet. Thia bill, after a «Usçuéatonof 
nineteen days, was virtually lost, when 
both housoa of Parliament were hastily . 
prorogued ; and on the 11th of May foUQW- 
mg the House of Commons was diasofvfaL 
and a new Parliament called, ijm writs be­
ing returnable on theldth June, foe new 
Parliament was opened on the Slat June, 
and Sir Robert Peel, as leader of the oppo­
sition assumed a temperate and moderato 
tone- On the 24lb Lord John Russell in­
troduced an amended Reform Bill. This 
bill, after a protracted debate, in which Sir 
Robert maintained a conspicuous 'attitude, 
was carried by a majority of 1Q9, h«H Jf was 
lost in the Lords,after a debate of five nights 
by a majority of 41. Parliament again 
assembled, on the 6th December and op * 
the 12th Lord John Russell moved fax { 
leave to bring in another Reform tyll based 
on the former. On the morning of Sunday 
the 18th December, the second reading wan 
carried by a majority of 162, and the Itimen 
adjourned till the l7»h of January. When 
tho house met, Mr. Wilson Croker became . 
the real leader of the opposition, S«r Robert 
Peel having seemingly lost their confidence 
and only lent such aid as was necessary to 
support debate. Croker is said to have 
fought the bill, clause by clause, no that il 
was not until the 23rd of March that it was, 
passed by a majority .of 116. The bill wae 
read a first time in the House of Lords, on 
the 26th March, and on Ihe 18th April the 
second reading wae carried by a majority of 
nine ; but this was net suffisient to save 
the measure, and on the 7th of May it wae 
as far from becoming a law as ever. In 
the interim the Duke and Sir Robert were 
called upon to form a new Ministry, but 
found themselves unequal to the ac­
complishment of it,—and the Reform Bill 
was therefore carried by sufferance# and in 
tho absence of any opposition.

Tho first refo«n parliament opened on 
tho fifth of February 1833, in which Sit 
Robert Peel appears to have acted with 
great caution, but at the same time se­
verely reprobated O’Connell, who wae mueh 
exasperated. It wae perceived about tide 
time, by a large body of the mercantile and 
monied intereste, that Sir Robert Peel wae 
a better man of business, than any of the 
Whigs, and that he took frequent oppor­
tunities of disowning his hostility to reform 
as a general principle. Hie reputation wae 
also considerably increased, by the attack 
which Cobbett made upon him, and ho 
profited not a little by this reaction. On 
tho 15th of November 1834 tho Times an­
nounced that the “ Whigs were out,” and 
the Duko of Wellingnion declining the 
premiership recommended Sir Robert Peel.
Sir Robert and Lady Peel were then in 
Italy, and a special messenger being sent# 
overtook them at Rome, which they quitt­
ed the next morning for London. On hie , 
arrival he published an address, the princi­
ple of which was. the maintenance of the 
reform Bill in its integrity Including a pro­
mise of progressive reform in other depart­
ments pf the state. Parliament was dissol­
ved on the 30th December, and the result 
of the next elections gave about 100 new 
members to the conservatives, —a term 
which had risen out of the reform Bill. Tho 
session opened on the 24th February 1836.
Sir Robert Peel was now in a position a 
somewhn similar to that of Mr. Pitt, when 
ho undertook to conduct Ihe government# 
in the face of a hostile majority of the Com­
mons. Sir Robert’s premiership was brief, 
as on tho 8th of April# he announced his 
retirement to the house, on which occasion 
he made one of the most impresai ve speech­
es he ever delivered. Lord Melbourne s 
administration followed# with so narrow a 
majority#, that it was scarcely worth while 
to turn out Sir Robert. The latter remain­
ed tor six years at the head of a powerful 
opposition, with the exception of three days 
in the month of May IH39, «living which ho 
was entrusted with tho task of forming a 
new administretioo, which he then found 
impracticable.

In 1836-7, Sir Robert was elected to the 
distinguished office of Lord Rector of tho 
University of Glasgow.

In 1841 Sir Robert Peel’s successful op­
position again placed him in tho Premier­
ship, Lord Melbourne’s Ministry having 
resigned on the 30th of August. Upon his 
accession to office he determined to bring 
that session to an early closo. On the 3rd 
of February, 1842, tho Parliament was 
again opened, and on the 9th Sir Robert 
brought forth his project for a change in 
the corn law*, which was opposed by Mr. 
Cobden and others. Lord John Russell 
dissented from tho principle of the sliding 
scale, but it was ultimately carried ; and 
during Sir Rohprt’s continuance in office,, 
tho total repeal of the corn laws was effect­
ed. On the evening of June the 26th, 1846,
Sir Robert was left in a minority of 73 on 
tho Irish Coercion 11:!!, nnJ accordingly \ 
resigned in favour of Lord John Russell.—
On the occasion of surrendering tho go- 
ernment ho intimated in a brilliant speech, 

his belief that he might liavo retained pow­
er by a dissolution of Parliament, but ho 
considered that an extreme measure, for 
which there now existed no sufficient ne­
cessity, « hough he should liavo resored to 
t unhesitatingly if the Lords had thrown 

out tho corn law repeal bill. He then also 
ngratulnlej the Parliament on the state 

of tho country, on iho general existence of 
pence and amity, especially with France, 
anil or. tho scttlomci t of the Oregon ques­
tion. Wo may remark, that now at tho 
death of tins confessedly great man, the 
ibovc i.° ra'.hcr a favorable contrast with


