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YNOPSIS OF PRECEDING
N O CHAPTERS,

Massey St. Quintin,
En.xel;hmt: sees . Beau!
nam:
carefully amma
meet her, He A
uncle and aunt, M.
sre just thﬁ:‘ mbg‘nn g
thelr
“llgxonu‘l‘l’e of the ob}ecuons of. his hMlend.“
James Ince, & lawyer. in whom he con!
nd who deciares the girl s an advent urm
t. Quintin visits her and finds her nmmvu
are Lbu'mlng ople. But tu be i
the house K:u ed ery of “Mur
der!” and ro(
X, s S
ne in the
az proceed, but l:};r he
jcitor bas
ﬂi’?‘n."’.'m seen in the nel:h?orh
rl:!ncam?ln hxﬁ'f":.\ ver, declde. to foliow tl{p
the mystery, but the yurnut is ltm tz
interrupted by an unfxpec oppor ity
make love to Miss Densley. an owgh“ -4
that heé prom%(ly seizes. & learns f
girt regards him moré highl mbmd
her suitors, but she 15a’t naay to cle
gelf with an engagement, nor will her !;\r;“_
and aunt perml Hraged. retiima 16 town
eatly encow
:: e;:\..u‘rrm-e ’n fitting for the woman of
his heart. I
St. Quintin takes Ince to t
Hx‘ut:ce“ nndq in spité of th: oppo-ltlox‘x of
his host, obtains & Prom ise of mx’;‘
from Miss Densley. Ince can find nod hxl
with the people, but on leaving lec‘rng "rha
one of thelr footmen 1s an &x v ctm‘m
fellow is r;‘)rsed \g lm‘h:s\t:. ta::nm: Lreemﬂm
‘crooke 'l
for:al to Miss Densley. Seyeral days .“"5
ward they go to the®lLeblanc lu:a-n;l and
Ince makes a dl;c“‘cn\ ery tb[aé:orﬁlet:dy \étrlxe
while
;}e:;‘s:’ mmtwo men dre afterward received
by M. Lebﬁanc but see ntnhlnr suspicious.
On leaving. however, Ince tells his trler;d
he is certain he saw a dead man's nnt =
& laboratory which M. Leblane had fitt
ol(zmliﬂ) for selentific experiments.
}urmkrmme lhe) find that another suitor
of Miss Densiey's has advanced M. Leblanc
£5000. Ang to- complicate matters, the
Frenchman asks a similar loan from St
qumm
Concealin the reguest I ince,
Quintin re:gh es 1o advance tioe money. snd
goes to Densley W old, 200 miles from Loh-
don. with M. leblane, to ipspect the prop-
erty, which ¥ to be security for the loan.
Misé Densley. and Mnfe, Leblanc were 1o
have accompanied them. but fall to appear.
Feeling that he has “been tricked, St.
Quintin_resoives to refurn to London. but
before he has an uppor tunity to get away.,
he i3 introduced to & Mr. Willlams. whom
3l Leblanc has represented as his co-
guardian -in the eare of Miss Densley’'s es-
tale,

(CONTINUED FROM LAST _ -

CHAPTER XVIII—(Continued)

' T. QUINTIN had
long ceased to iden-
tifty him with the
uncanny imagim
fngs which centeref§
round his fellow-
guardian, and R
was with a wshiver
that he was brought
to a recollection of
t he suspiclons
whiech possessed
him, when Monsieur
Leblanc 'said In his
sweetest manner:.
“Well;,  Williams,
and what are we to

say to Mr. St Quin-
un's. propesal for Marie Densley's
hand?” -

Mr. Willilaras looked at the young
man, and burst into a roar of laughter,

“To judge-by what I've heard and
seen of nim.,” said he, *it doesn’t mat-
ter much what we say, for if we refuse
1o let him ‘marry her, he’ll gontrive to
do it all the same! Eh, that’s about he
size of it isn’t it St. Quintin?"’

The young man laughed. «

“*Well, 1 suppose 1 may as wéll own
that I wouldn't give her up except by
her own_wish,” he sajd sturdily.

“That being so. there’s very little more
to be sald. I'm, only thankful that it's
a case where we have ag little need to
interfere 88 we have inclination.”

“But she has other suifors. Ought
you not at Jjeast 10 _see them?” sug-
gested Monsfeur Leblanc.

“Of course, I'll see as many as you
lke,” said Nr. Willlams, promptly;
“‘and ‘equally,” of course, I. must make

ithe acquaintance-of the young lady her- -

eelf before I give my formal consent.
But I may as well tell you at once, St.
Quintin, that it’s only a matter of form,
for I'm satisfled the girl has set her
heart on you, and now 1 see you, T don't
wonder. I know you’ re well off—not
that that is of so very much conse-
quence in her case—lL know, for 1've
made inquiries. that youlre a good fel-
low, and 1 know from MissiDensley's
own messages that you're theé man of
her heart. When she ‘arrives tonight,
therefore, I'm preépared to say, like the
fathers in the plays, ‘Ble:s -youl, my
children!””

“Thanks a thousand times,” sald St
Quintin, gratefully, with a spasm. of
hope and joy which was, however,
speedily changed to a different feel,
ing when Monsteur Leblanc said
soitly:

“Before we settle definitely, though,
We must ‘ask Mr. St. Quintin to fulfi
his promiise to get me out 0t the aif-
culty 1 am in with Captgin- Darnall.
He Is deluging mé with applications
for his $000 pounds.”

“Deluging Jou, is he? Well, we can
soon put a stop to the deluge. St
Quintin has come grepared to sheill
out, I suppose; haven't you?’

“Yes,” sald St. Quintin a¥ once.

And then ‘something, he scarcely
knew what—a glance, a movement of
the eyelids, a scarcely perceptible ges-
ture, on the part of the Frenchman—
made him pause. He correcied him-
bcll

“rhat is to say, I am willing to ad-
vance the 5000 pounds the day Marte
Lrensiey peeomes my wife,”

There was ever so short a pause, but
it was enocugh to let him see that he
did right to be cautious.

“I'm afraid that won't do for our
frie::d here,” said Mr. Willlama, with
a nod of the head toward Leblanc.

“You will have to get rid of him be-
xore that, won't you, Leblane¢?”

o | db not, he will frustrate’the
marnage, said the Frenchman, with
dedsxon “Heé would stick ‘at nothlnz =

“You hear, St. Quintin. Now what
do you say?”

St. Quintin hesitated, looked down a
moment, made up his mlnd

“If,” said he, quletly, “Miss Densley,
when she comes here tonight, agrees
before you all to marry me without
delay, and you agree solemnly to it
a‘s wkeltl_ th?n I will write you out a
chec or the money this very ni
\YoTthothervu ise.” 4 gt

ere was another short pause, and
then Mr. Willlams rose with a hearty
slap of his knee.

‘“Well said,” he cried. “Then tonight
We arrange matters, and ln a fortnight
you will be man and wife.”

But ‘Mousieur Leblanc looked pale and
harassed, ank did not join much in the

conversation which went on betwesn the
uth‘gé-htw& -

going (0 meet the r
asked Mr. Williams, presently iamd

“I will,’! said St. Quintin, quietl) “1"1
order a trap at the inn, and drive to
Doncaster.”

When this was settled, the time drag-
ged and conversdtion grew . somewhat
intermittéent. Xven the genial Mr. Will-
lama Leeame grave and almost tagiturn,

S

and ‘St. Quintin mw more ind more

convinced that there was no intention of..
W‘Q?

MM!Q

xtiho inn and get a cﬁmnnee ot some
kind to take him to meet the 11.05 train,
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shouldered his own portmanteau, told .,

the two men he would be back with the

ladles by midnight, went out and towsard .

the Red Lion. -

He .Qid-engage & dogcart. nn‘ he did
drive inte Donecaster.

But 8t. Quintin had his curfosity to
satisfy, and when he had left his bag
and portmanteau at a hotel in Don-
caster, he returned.to Densley in an-

other vehicle, having sent back the dog- -

cart to put them off the scent,

He knéw that they would expect to
see him back again, either very angry
or very disappoiuted, at about midnight:

But it was a few minutes after 10-

when he slipped out of the fly ffom Don-

caster about & quarter of a mile from:

‘renrl to those pnchin “But he was
quite certgin that he would wot Jeave .

the n&hbol'bood untll he m«m
the mystery of the broken .weed and '
until he Mmcmoh\rﬂm
tion by ‘dagHght of- thc bond and fts
eontents.

lnthtmeumma dnkultwu mﬂ,

grewsome as were his imagininigs in the

desolate hollww’-uou‘mmu m

tho unhn:lthy upou ﬂlhu to -

‘he felt that it was

Densley, and telling the driver to” walt~ |

there, wentmhlly into the vilage, and
ascertained that neithes Williams nor
Leblanc was at the cottage.

For there was no’ light in the tront.
and Miss Grey,” who was in her kitchen

at the back, fold -him the. gentlemen

were busy removint some of uwlmm
to the inn, ' &

“Mr. Willlams' lw she explain-
ed. “He fan’t going to sleep here, We've
ogvly roem for Mr. and un Leulanc and
tJ12 young lady.”

“‘Oh, all Fight,” sald St Quintln
“Perhaps 1 can Help th'l-" :

And he V‘nt into the - front Toom,
where the Iliggage.had been feft, and
found that the four parcels which had
seemed 80 heavy, and which bhad had
no initials on them, had disappeared.

St. Quintig then left the m and,
armed with a box of matches, went in
the -direction of the side door into the
park. He! noticed that the grass grow-
ing outside had been a good de€al tram-
pled upon, and he hoisted himself over

» the wall into the park and. went care-

tully and cautiously In the direction of
the pond, with a well-developed guspi-
cion in his mingd.

When he got to the edge of the water,
he Hstened, and, hearing no sound, feit
pretty sure that he was alone.  Then
he struck a match and looked™d@own dt
the pond.

! quite
 intently, - without - beasing - more:
% nﬁ‘:ﬁwnnmbmu‘ﬂmu

which he had aiready it
Jmn u&&nﬂnt 'M,ﬁtru‘xg
m;n Wﬂ ﬁnmb l“

‘the decaying ml&

St Quintin’s ears th

had heard beton, and, mu 1

ing taken by surprise w,g,ttnk-d auJ-

denly by unseen assallants, he With- cl‘lqotmg
drew his pole quickly ‘from-the water ~i0g togo

with- 8 louder splash than before, and -
«with the rough v.gpaq

An exclamation burst from 'his uai"

The green surface of weed which had -
covered the water had been broken up,
and on the slimy edge were plainly to
be discerned the marks of something
hﬁanvky hivm‘ been dragged -lon‘ to the

Just,as he was stooping to look more

closely at. the broken weed -“a slight -

sound among the trees behind him at-
traeted his attentlon apd made him hold
his_breath.

CHAPTER XIX

T. QUINTIN stood still and lstened.
There was a slight but very dis-
tiact sound of cracking branches
and the rustling of dried under-

growth, and he was sure that some
Hvin .f thing, whether man or beast he
could npot tell, . was moving .mmmy
not far away from him,

He was near enou'h to the hrlnk of, »

the slimy pool to
movem nu ror the g he bclllx,t
pery and the water

vas sl
dee

Tgen there ;:u m %

He feilt nervous and ill at ease,

ihing had -disturbed _the

t':x“?"tto‘ o 'l'h‘l m m
at afternoo

surface of hnr'k ‘1:': N =

rk feu} wat%
masses of now weed, -

What was it that had broken up the
weed and made the edge of the pond
m&re 'l#]pgleriuthan betor:a'

is agination suggest answer.
Those heavy packuu of Momhur Le-

“or-a hu
In thhmmnop he émwﬁt

Here he felt safer, since th'u was.
open ground all round him, and he de- - -

cided not to try.to find ‘his way out of

the park by gefting over the wail where = 7.

he got in, but to go reund the house
mmummmthhwumm:

afternoon, and to make hh ws Adown -
to “might

as m:»,

thetr hnver-.dn ‘
rcmﬂmmmebd:\totﬁgmr'mmuuhmm :

this is aohin(e{ after all your
'pldn’t you cet to Doncuter
then?"

3 'mn was tnothor slight pause. it
eemed an odd thing to have done, to

.& ter with his luggage
iﬁk at onee without it.
We. would

wm st qumu ‘and- le‘

mnﬂpniy nt«ll brlmbc

- "Avxnl are you going pack mmm"
very _asked Mr. Willlams. .“You Wwill have

. in = subdued

&
“was looking fer what
1eft behind—for some-
1 might have dropped
2 water when we were there this
~affernoen;”" he sald,~ “My match-box.
-a-little gold match-box.” R
This was quite too lame a story, and
he perceived, even in the darkness un-
der the trees, that a sort of magnetV.

© thrill of  alarmed . incredulity passed

from eone to the other of the two men,
““A match-box? You wers hoping to
find & match-box in the pond, wih a
stick—in the dark!” said Monsieur Le-

~ blane, drily.

~8t. Quintin was near enough tov-the
wall to believe himself safe; so, throw-
ing off all disguise, he answered boldly:
‘ “Well, monsleur, I struck against a
box of some sort. It may have been &
match-box. At any rate, I mean to
have another look for it—in the morn-
ing.”

Although he c¢ould not see much of -
their faces, -St. Quintin was Immedi-
ately alive to the effect his words had
produced. in both his hearers. Run-
nifig forward and making a mpring, he
got on the wall and climbed to tutw
by the help of the clinging ivy. ]

But when he jumped down on  the

pther side, he found Mr. Williama ud,

with “surprising celerity, got through-
the door, which-had been left unlocked

by his companion and Was -wtltln‘ to -

catch him as he teuched the ground.

“‘Come, we. must help you to find
your lost matehi-box before ¥ou 89,7
saig Mr. Williams, seising hia arm with -
a_grip which n-.de it impoam to e8-

cape. :

‘At the same umo -Monsieur lahhnc
came round to the other side of him,
and, holding him by the other arm, n!d
in his most urbane tones:

“It's all right, I belleve I saw your

match-box. on. the mantelplece at the

cottage, We will go together and see ¥
I'm-not right."”

And so, belng without a word ruﬂy ln
excuse, St. Quimtin found himself ~led

- away, practically a p;ljonex

m
the two gentlemen of whom he “had =0
great s distrust’ toward the cottage, '
wlﬂqhh’ihcﬁbt ummm
/ cm one.ghastly and hig- .

b

- H » 2
: CHAPTER XX :
NT. QUINTIN realized at w
- his best chbance lay in-
cilhgory and in effacing,
ldunot but MI sure his
They bLoth knew that m

%hom. they both
prob

A - .thl' ‘.
i urning. 5

e At

he er

tion of
amazed

. neted a cm.nge from his usual g

down by the table as soon as they hag
released hlm, put ‘his hands in hiy pock-
ets and said-that he had never felt s
tized in his lite.
“You'll stay bere tonight, won't yo

. It's too !ate to hope to get to Doncana‘
And you can continue your hunt
your match-box, as you suggested,
the morning.”” said Monsieur Leb
speaking4n a tone In which St Qu

for

Bavity
& sort of tigerfshness which seemed
promise ill for the peaceful engi
the Interview,

Now Bt. Quintln had been carefu] (o
Keep nea.r the door, Jdgnoring the invita.
tion’ o sit by the fire, which hoth gen-
tlemen had courteously given him. 4.
knew that Miss Grey, the landmd v»:;
within hurin; for he had SQEY\I har
hovering ebout in the passage outsige
and feit satiefied that she was no part;
to the doings of these two.

A cry for help would reach her ears
without aifficulty; and as long as he

o

- kept both the other men well in s ight

and his own back against the wall, St
Quintin felt comparativeiy sarfe.

For even as he threw himseir back, he
had managed to let the chair s! ide, so
that he could not be artacked f--m he-
hind. " -

He still kept up as much as possible.
&n appearance of unsuspecting candor
It would be time enough fo take off the
gloves by and by, when Leblanc had
shown his teeth a little more, a moment
whieh St. Quintin feit would not be long
in arriving.

‘“No thanks. I won't stay here,” he
said, In snswer to Leblanc’s snarling
invitatien. 'IT've got & Ay walting for
me at.the cross-roade.-and Il get back
to town ‘as soon as I can if the iadiu
don’t turn.np tonight.”

There was a2 pause. St Quintin tooked

4t his watch.

*I ought to be on the move now. It's
10 o'clock,” he said.

Leblanc made an impatient movement

"Well.:there's no hurry, If you have a
fiy walting for you,” said Mr. Williams
Z¥ou must have a stivrup-cup before
you go.”

“Thanks,” said St. Quintin rising. *I
won't stay for that or 1 shall be late
These country folk keep early hours
and”—

“Ol. but we insist.”

Mr. Willlams came toward him and
thrust him down into his seat with =
heavy hand, while Monsieur Leblane
went out of the room,

“It's fearfully stuffy in here don't
you think go?" said St. Quintin. sewzing
the oppertunity of Leblanc’s leaving the
room to put his foot in such a way that
the door could not be elosed. Let us
‘have the door open for a littie while.”
«*Just as you like,” sajd Mr. Wililams,
whose manner never changed from its
genial ease and warmth.

He poured out some whisky into
three glasses which he had brought
from the side cupboard by the 0ld-
fashioned  fireplace. St. Quintn

“watchea kim, rather relieved to fin!

that by the departure of the I'rencn-
0> .0 he had@ now only one man to dea:
.withy instead of two. ' But he did not
drink the whisky, having certaiu
girong suspicions as to the effect it

~ was intended {o pteduce upon him.

Mr. Willilams, whe chatted genially
to himm with his arms across  the
table and his glass ia his hand, and
smoked hig pipe with a contemplative

“alr 8% he d1d 80, noted the abstemi-

ousness of his companion, and asked
htm drily if he thought it wts a local
product.

- “You meedn’t be afraid,” he added;

““] brought ft down from town my-
aelf. “It's Johnuy Walker. 1 don’t
poison myself with the stuff ome gats
ln thue out-of-the-way places.’

. suppese not" said St. Quintin,
ltﬂl in the doorway, and quite aware
by this time that it was a farce 1o
-keep up lppelrlnm “with these menm.

Still he léft the whisky untasted,
a.nd lﬂ“ﬂ]’y sMe.sWilliams' manner
;< his; head, he looked

steadily at the young .man in the
Ilight of the oil lamp on the table
-and Iiked in-a volce 1ike the growling
of distaat thunder:

“Dg - you think  there’s anyihing
wrong _with it?"

“0f course not,” said St Quintin
laughing with ai effort.

Dﬁl\k it then,” =aid the octher,

: St. Quintin Sprang to his feet.
“You muit excuse me,” he said
And ,d@!ﬁing the door open, so that

it rattled against the- wall, he ran

-out into the passage and to the front

- door. . This; howeyer, was bolted, sna
_he found himwselr stopped.

o mmutl later My, Williams was
‘ by his side, laughing at his imje-
_tience in his old genial manoner.

“YWhat on earth ‘is the matter wi u

the fellow?” lie said, with a comi

> Dflmb -dis S “Aren’t \ou

‘b ¢ to him?”
e gone to"’

m
‘To %he can make arrangements
‘sleep at the Inn, 1 gupposc
! 'Mtiigkh:rem er. I
n going back to neast
“1-must lose no time
* anc, and tell
ait any longer.”
L) mined to go. of
to detain you,
becoming serious
young man was i
.open the door to
.It'rboluo, 1thlnk And 1'11 see

far as the place

d St Quin-

“Eo t::md that he

- l 0 g0 without fur-
e ] M‘b-!y @ little disturbed
!l‘l!‘ gcnmnm ‘of ‘the othe

e tgtngme mischief, of

¢ Willlams, stil ‘
try lite ang
'on his batl,
to be help-
Bt. Quintin, who

the

great care
@il or put iv
er max could
B to knock

i ~eut. his cap

‘wanted, hunted

at offering the
.
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