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The Matachewan Gold Area
By A. G. Burrows.

In the fall of 1916 a discovery of gold was made on 
the Davidson claims in Powell township, which is on the 
Montreal river, in the District of Timiskaming. Powell 
township is near Fort Matachewan, a Hudson’s Bay 
Company post, consequently the area has become known 
as the “Matachewan Gold Area.” Prospecting had 
been carried on from time to time since the discovery, 
in 1906, of silver in James township, at Elk Lake. Gold 
was found at several places in the southeast part of 
Alma township and in the north central part of Cairo 
township, in an area of syenite, a few years previous 
to the discovery in Powell.

At the Davidson claims in Powell township the origi­
nal discovery was native gold in an irregular mass of 
quartz and rusty weathered schist. In 1917 gold was 
found in a reddish porphyry by Sam Otisse on his own 
claims tp the northeast of the Davidson. This prospec­
tor also discovered gold in a band of grey pyritous 
schist which lies to the south of the porphyry. Further 
work on the Davidson claims resulted in gold being 
found in the red porphyry which outcrops on these 
claims.

Since there was no detailed geological map of this 
area, the writer was instructed by Dr. W. G. Miller, 
Provincial Geologist, to make an examination of the 
country in the vicinity of the ” finds.” It was found 
that while a number of claims had been staked the 
previous winter, work was being done on only a few 
of these, consequently only a very small part of the 
new staking has been well prospected.

A geological knowledge of the area iwas obtained by 
travelling the township boundaries, traversing most of 
the water routes, and making sections away from the 
water routes. Only a few of the claim lines in the 
vicinity of the Davidson find were travelled, since most 
of the claims were very irregularly staked in the winter 
and difficult to follow in the thick bush in summer. 
However, a general examination was made of Powell, 
Cairo, Baden and Alma and the Matachewan Indian 
Reserve, while portions of the north parts of Yarrow 
and Kimberley also received attention.

During the season of 1917, Dr. H. C. Cooke, of the 
Dominion Geological Survey, examined an extensive 
area to the west of the Matachewan area, and his map 
of this country, showing the geology and canoe routes, 
will be of great assistance to the prospectors working 
westerly from the Montreal river.

The nearest railway station is Elk Lake, t'he terminus 
of a branch line of the Timiskaming and Northern 
Ontario railway that leaves the main line at Earlton 
station.

From Elk Lake there is a canoe route up the Mont­
real river a distance of about 30 miles to the Davidson 
landing. In high water in spring a gasoline boat has 
been utilized as far as the foot of the Long portage, 
with a short portage around Indian Chute. The trip by 
canoe alone is very arduous owing to the swift current 
in the Montreal river above Indian Chute. In this 
trip three portages are necessary. In low water during 
the summer all the stiff rapids above Indian Chute are 
usually poled or tracked. A route from Elk Lake, by 
way of Long Point lake, was used by various parties in 
1917. This requires transportation of supplies and 
canoes over the Gowganda wagon road to Long Point 
lake, from which there is a water route down stream

by way of the East Branch of the Montreal river to 
the Matachewan area. Supplies for operations in 1918 
were taken in (from Elk Lake railway station) over a 
winter road that roughly follows the Montreal river.

Rocks of the Area.
The oldest rocks of the area are of Keewatin age and 

consist mostly of basic to intermediate volcanics, accom­
panied by chert (iron formation) and schistose sedi­
mentary rocks like quartzite and conglomerate. These 
have been intruded by numerous diabase and porphy­
ry tic dikes, whose age, beyond that they are younger 
than the Keewatin schists, is difficult to determine.

The older rocks have also been intruded by acid rocks 
like granite, syenite, gneiss and porphyry, which are 
probably of Laurentian or Algoman age. These acid 
rocks have also been intruded by numerous dikes of 
diabase, some quite fresh-looking.

A scries of flat-lying sediments of the Cobalt series 
has been deposited on the eroded surface of the older 
greenstones, "granites, syenite, porphyry, and some of 
the diabase dikes.

At only one place was a diabase dike observed intrud­
ing the Cobalt series, but a few others have been re­
ported. This is in marked contrast to the older rocks, 
which arc everywhere intruded by numerous dikes of 
diabase, consequently most of these dikes would appear 
to be older than the Cobalt series. In addition, at sev­
eral points unconformities between the Cobalt series 
of sediments and diabase dikes have been noted. It 
would therefore seem that the conglomerate in the area 
would not be worth prospecting for silver, owing to the 
scarcity of sills and dikes of diabase of Keweenawan 
age.

The chief interest in the area is in its possibilities as 
a gold producer. For some years gold has been known 
to occur in Cairo and Alma townships, but it was not 
until the discovery on the Davidson claim in Powell in 
1916 that the area attracted much attention.

Since only a small part of the area has been closely 
examined by the prospectors, it is possible that other 
promising finds will be made in the Keewatin areas in 
Powell and adjoining townships. The Keewatin rocks 
near the- contact with the intrusive syenite in Cairo and 
Alma townships should be worthy of close examination 
and it is possible that other small masses of orthoclase 
porphyry, similar to the occurrences on the Davidson 
and Otisse, will be found. Prospecting is, however, 
rendered difficult by deposits of sand and gravel over 
much of the area.

Gold in Cairo and Alma Townships.
Gold was found by Jake Davidson, a prospector, in 

the sand-gravel stretches to the north of the Montreal 
river, near Fox rapids ; the writer is informed by him 
that he frequently obtained colors in the pan, but found 
no place where there was any placer workable under 
present conditions.

Gold occurs in quartz veins in some parts of Cairo 
and Alma townships.

Craig Claims.—The Craig claims are situated about 
three miles north of Fox rapids. Here a wide quartz 
vein was discovered with a north and south strike. At 
one place trenching has shown a width of 150 feet of 
quartz, and silicified and brecciated syenite which is the 
wall rock of the vein. Part of the vein material is some­
what felsitic in appearance, suggesting some fine­
grained igneous rock related to the syenite.

Extracts from a report Just published by the Ontario Bureau of Mines.


