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REFORMERS W THE EAST
Any oer who àe ieeliMed lo don N itat • 

wave ef fform hu hegun to sweep over Ces- 
B*la. would do well lo penw an art peærd 
■I the lata aeamon of the New Brunswick 
législature providing a n«-w fore of Govern 
eenl for lb# City of M. John Few people 
are eurpneed. probably, when a huai ling 
Western City eue h an Kdeooloo or Vaarou 
ver adopte a new and progressive plan of 
et via taxation or government, bol il beeomee 
neeeaaary to readjust one’s ideas of the sop 
noeedly effete Fata when an ancient eity 
like Hi John ta found at a single step plat­
ing itself in the very forefront of progress 
and reform The people of Hi John, after a 
careful study hy some of their leading publie 
men ef the methods in operation in different 
parta of the world, have adopted what is un­
doubtedly the most progressive form of si vie 
government in existence on this continent : a 
council of five salaried commissioner* with 
the Initiative. Referendum ami Recall and 
Direct Primaries They have also removed 
the property qualification. which in moat 
cities prevents men who do not own a con­
siderable amount of real estate from becom­
ing members of I Re council, and have thrown 
the rommiaeionerehipe open to all qualified 
electors The five commissioners comprise a
mayor and four aldermen, each of whom re­
ceives a salary of *.1.000 a year and ia respon­
sible to the Council for the efficient adminis­
tration of hia department. The Initiative 
clause in Ht. John's new charter provides 
that any new ordinance or by-law may be 
submitted to the council hy petition signed 
by qualified electors numbering not lesa than 
20 per cent of the voters at the last election, 
and an ordinance or by-law thus submitted
must either be passed by the council or put 
to a vote of the people at a special election. 
Himilarly a petition signed by 20 per cent, 
of the electors requires any ordinance or by­
law passed by the council, except such as re­
lates to the immediate preservation of ‘he 
public health, safety or peace, to he submitted 
to the people at a special election. For the 
recall of the mayor or any rommimioner a 
fifteen per cent, petition only is necessary, 
and in all elections under the Initiative, Re­
ferendum and Recall a hare majority of those 
voting ia sufficient to decide the question. 
The primaries are held two weeks prior to the 
final elections of mayor and aldermen and 
are necessary when more than two candi­
dates for mayor or more than twice a* 
many candidates for aldermen a* there ire 
to he elected are placed in nomination. Hav­
ing thus started on the path of reform. St. 
John will douhtleaa adopt other progressive 
methods The new act places upon the 
council the duty of establishing a civil ser­
vice or merit system for civic employees 
other than day laborers, and also provides 
for the appointment of a commission to pre­
pare and submit to the council a draft of a 
new assessment law for the city. With 
Commission Government and Direct Legis­
lation et St. John in the East, and Commis­
sion Government and Single Tax at Vancou­
ver in the West, the maritime cities of Can­
ada are Maying the trail of progress and 
making it easier for the rest of the Domin­
ion to follow in their path. The St. John ex­
periment will he closely watched hy all who 
are interested in good civic government, and 
it ia to he hoped that the progreaaiveneaa of 
St. John’s people will he as amply justified 
by results as that of Vancouver in the Single 
Tax has been. The new charter of St. John 
City marks the beginning of the Initiative, 
Referendum and Recall in Canada.

Col. Sam Hughes deserves a vote of thanks 
for his courage in refusing to allow the gov­
ernment to set as bartender to the Canadian 
Militia. There ia no good reason why the 
government should maintain a supply of 
liquor for the militia. I ta effect is demoraliz­
ing in every way, and, though many people 
will not agree with Col. Hughes' military

ideaa. he will have the hearty support of the 
Canadian people ia hie courageous action on
the liquor question

OMLT ASKING TEN FOR ONE
The following ta from the June issue of 

Industrial Canada, organ of and owned and 
operated by the Canadian Manufacturers’
MKMrialkMI h**

■•The OeMe-s (east
" It le s fa«arH« oeetimo e# The Orale Grew 

•re' OetXe, 'the |«|>er la Ceee4s eweed
sad pebUahed hy the ergaelaod femer*. ’ le 
repreeeel I he Ceeadlea Meeefaeleren ' see* le 
ii«a se ihe Spies ef High Frotaatloa. Ilf tee- 
lag sheet la the poUtieal twilight with lie 
Safer ee It» Upo Bet. te atoqeoto Bret Herte, 
H weald tew that la ways that are dark 
sad trteke that are vale The Orale Urowers 
• talde le pee aller The éditer ef The Omlde 
r«really wrote te Mr. O. M. Marray, werwtery 
ef the aasoetalloe, aehieg fee a ropy ef the 
membership Ils* Is erder that a hook, 'Pro 
t ernes or Tree Trade, writtea by Hoary 
George, ailght he doealed te eeeh member 
Mr Marray promptly seel the list te The 
(••ide e editor, whleh wee eqelvaleet te pier 
tag Is hie heeds the meiltag Hat ef ledatariel 
rasade Mr Marray thee aahed the editor ef 
The Oeide te seed la retara the I We ef am 
hers of the Manitoba Orals Growers’ aeeoeia 
I lee. Beehebhewae Orale Growers' aeeoeia lioo 
eed Oelted Farmer* of Alberts eeeoeleUee. or, 
of The Orels Orower*’ Oeide, whleh lo eweed 
aed pebHebed by these «mortallose as their 
oSelel organ Had the editor of The Oeide 
esatplied with I hie regarni, he weald aimi.ly 
have broeghl sheet as esebaage of malting 
lists. The editor ef The Oeide. however, re 
(seed lo fere let The Oalde ’• mai hog llet Ap 
pereally there le more secrecy roseerted with 
The Oalde sad Its owe era than with Iad set riel 
Ce eade eed its owner» • ’

The editor of Industrial Canada, aaeieted 
by Mr. Murray, is thus endeavoring to show 
the generous and open-handed method» of 
the Canadian Manufacturers’ association as 
contrasted with the narrow-minded secrecy 
of The Grain Growers’ Guide Mr. Murray 
did send to The Guide a booklet containing 
2.600 names of members of his association. 
It was a lint printed and prepared for free 
circulation to practically whoever asked for 
it. In return for this courtesy Mr. Murray 
asked for the mailing list of The Guide, 
which consists of 23,000 names and addresses 
of farmers who subscribe to our paper. This 
list is absolutely private, and has never been 
given to anyone. The mailing list of a jour­
nal is its chief asset and costs njsny thou­
sands of dollars to secure. Thus Mr. Murray 
only asked for a private list of great value in 
return for a single copy of a public docu­
ment that could easily have been secured 
dmrtan He asked for a list of 93,000 
names in exchange for 2,400. It was only 
ten for one, which is a fair sample of what 
the Manufacturers’ association is always ask­
ing from the farmers. We will make this 
proposition, however, which we think will 
return Mr. Murray’s courtesy and will not be 
reciprocated. If Mr. Murray or any mem­
ber of the Canadian Manufacturers' associa­
tion will set forth any good reason why the 
members of the Manufacturers’ association 
should levy tribute upon the farmers of the 
West or prevent them from securing the best 
possible market for their products we will 
publish it in The Guide. This will give them 
the full advantage of our mailing list. Had 
we suspected any charge of lack of courtesy 
we would never have asked for the list of 
the Manufacturers' association. We offered 
to assist Mr. Murray in any other way but 
evidently that was not enough. We are quite 
willing to make any reaaonable return for 
the kindneae shown ua.

SHUT YOUR EYES AND CHOOSE
The big Liberal banquet to Sir Wilfrid 

I-aurier at Montreal, and the big Conserva­
tive banquet to Hon. Robert Rogers, at Re­
gina. have now passed into history. Anyone 
who reads the speeches of these two states­
men or politicians (according to party lean­

ings ■ with the idea af finding out wbirh 
party gives the beet government will he sadly 
confused Kerb speaker declared “amid 
tumultuous applauseM that the opposing
party was corrupt, cared little or nothing 
for the public welfare and sought only the 
honors or spoils of office. Sir Wilfrid could 
not see that the new government had arrow 
plmhed anything, while Mr Rogers declared 
that ia the few months the Present govern­
ment had been in office it had done more for 
the Cahadisn people than the Liberal gov­
ernment had done in fifteen years. Each de­
clared that the great principles of their 
"grand old party’’ were founded upon eter­
nal justice, hot neither of them waa able to 
announce dearly just what principles he 
or hia party stood for. Both were poei 
tire that only their own party could "MW 
Canada." Each speaker revealed the cor­
ruption and lack of sincerity of the opposing 
party Should a citixen of New Zealand or 
Australia endeavor to study Canadian con­
ditions by the aid of these two addresses we 
wood ex what conclusion would he arrived 
at. If the progress of Canada towards 
democracy depend» upon the leading politi­
cians we fey that progrès» would not he 
rapid. Of course both speakers were right 
in their conclusion», and no doubt the peo­
ple of Canada will be generally glad of these 
contributions towards the solution of na­
tional problems

IS THIS BRIBERY?
The following is from the report of the ad­

dress of Hon. W J. Roche. Secretary of 
State, at the Regina banquet on June 10, as 
taken from the Regina Standard :—

"The Her ret ary of State made oee of the moot 
important atateeieala ef the eveelag whea he 
ietiemled that the Borda» government took the 
ataod that the leads aed other oataral reeoerte* 
rightly boloeged to the oroviseo, bet that the 
goveraaieat wa* sot going te force these re 
•oerree on to an onwilliag people The boot 
way to show Mr. Bordoa that Heshatehewee 
want* the toad, be mid, wee te ret era to power 
Mr. Hésitais aed hto party. Incidentally Dr. 
Kocba made it qelte plain. Iboagh not la so 
many words, that the Scott government would 
never get the lands, became the Scott govern­
ment had declared time and again against their 
pnammioo by the province aad ia favor of 
their administration from Ottawa."

To bribe a voter is to violate the law of the 
land and renders the offender liable to severe 
punishment What shall be said of an at­
tempt to bribe the electors of a whole prov- 
incet We cannot believe that it has the 
sanction of Premier Borden. Surely there 
arc enough legitimate methods of soliciting 
public support without such means as this. 
How ran we expect to elevate the standard 
of public morality when those whom we place 
in the highest positions of honor publicly 
practice corrupt methods.

A number of independent candidates are 
standing for election in Saskatchewan. This 
ia no doubt the result of growing indepen­
dence on the part of the people. Party alav- 
cry has been one of the leading causes of 
political corruption in Canada for many 
years. What the people need is men who 
will represent them honestly and faithfully 
and not how to the dictation of party lead­
ers. The leaders of political parties are no 
more likely to protect the rights of the peo­
ple than are the rank and file of the legis­
lators. The rise of independent candidates 
and the pledge of Direct Legislation by both 
parties apeak a volumes for the democratic 
progress of Saskatchewan.

When we have Direct Legislation in 
operation we will be able to reduce the cor­
rupting influences of federal and provincial 
political party ties.

Before another issue of The Guide is 
printed the Ameridgn family quarrel will be 
settled. Few are unwise enough to speculate 
upon the outcome.


