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TEACHERS' CONVENTION,

By the Sisters of St. Joseph teaching
in the Dlocese of Hamilton-Held
March 27th and 28th,

For the CATHOLIC RECORD,

Taking advantage of the acceptable
Baster reccss and thereby avoiding
the many discomforts of a midsummer
assembly, the Sisters of St. Joseph
teaching in the Diocese of Hamilton
held their annual general convention
in that city on March 27th and 25th,
under the auspices of His Lordship the
Right Rev. Dr. Dowling. As on all
former occasions, the Community
brought its whole effective strength to
bear upon the business of the conven-
tion and with an intensity of effort
that guaranteed magnificent results
ifrom the very outset. The pro-
gramme was the most comprehensive
and varied yet in use, and the pro-
ceedings in general were fresh, spark-
ling, practical and strictly in touch
with the requirements of the times.
Some sixty Sisters were in attendance ;
every teacher had a part assigned to
her, and not one member of this
large gathering was there as a mere
idle spectator. Moreover, no part of
the day was left unemployed, for, be-
sides the lengthy forenoon and after-
noon sessions of each day, there was
also one in the evening, which was
quite as fully attended and as benefic-
ial as the others. The convention was
the delight of the Bishop, who honored
it with several visits, and on two occa-
sions enhanced its value with well-
timed and invigorating addresses.
Among others present were the Rt.
Rev. Minsignor MacEvay, Rev. J. H.
Cotey, local sup't Separate schools, Rev.
R. E. Brady, Rev. Mother Celestine,
Superior of the Community of St.
Joseph, and Inspector C. Donovan.

To give a full description of the con-
tents of the programme would be un-
necessary : but on account of the more
than ordinarily important character of
the convention, it will serve many good
purposes to subject the whole of it to a
brief critical analysis. *‘ Topics of the
limes,” as a literary effort was ad-
mirable, but its great value lay in the
convincing arguments it offered to
teachers for the proper treatment of
current history and geography. A
spirited review lesson in phonic read-
ing showed just where this method
should be placed on the curriculum,
after the word method had been duly
introduced. A lesson on that practical
subject, physiolog or the laws of
health, plainly and succinetly given,
will do a great deal towards populariz-
ing a branch made obligatory at a
comparatively recent date. An ex-
cellent lesson on the parliamentary
system of Canada dexterously given
with the aid of apt illustrations and
pertinent references showed how even
the dry subject of Civics may be made
interesting and attractive to children.
An example of perspective drawing
was so neatly given as to win the good
opinion of the most indifferent and to
prove the good results that come from
a thorough preparation by the teacher.
A fine paper on ‘ The Study of Conti-
nents " gave evidence of the most con-
scientious care in its construction, was
'mplary in its lection, and especially
valuable in proving the importance of
the great principle of comparison in
teaching. Alesson in reading (second
form) strikingly brought out the
efticacy of blackboard illustrations and
pictures in teaching this subject. An
essay entitled ““The Girl that is
Wanted 7 is given in full below, and
will repay attentive perusal both for
its literary style and the intensely
practical advice that it offers to all.
Another paper, ‘‘School Edquette,”
also published herewith, will be found
of a similarly praiseworthy character.
The productions of Canada formed the
matter of a lesson to a second form, and
was developed with such gradual
sequence, socratic style of questioning
and vivid illustration that no observer
wondered howja difficult subject could
be made pleasant
immature minds. The mysteries of
English spelling, a heart-sinking
subject to many a teacher, were con-
siderably unravelled by several prac-
tical illustrations. = The movements
of the ocean furnished the text for an
interesting and serviceable lesson,
which in many minds must have
strongly emphasized the teaching of
physical geography. British history
as a first lesson to a third form was
most efliciently handled and again
proved the inestimable value of honest
preparation. ‘*The subtraction facts
of ten,” apparently a sober and prosaic
lesson, was so ably manipulated by
means of objects popular to infant
tastes, as to prove that even fun and
fancy may often be turned to practi-
cal account. A first lesson on mood,
unlike many ‘‘first lessons,” was ac-
curately gauged as to quantity and
as to method effectively treated. The
business of the first day was then
wound up with a paper from the In-
spector on ‘‘ Psycho Physics,” or the
joint operation of mental and natural
science in teaching. At this point the
assembled teachers grouped themselves
into five committees, according to their
respective forms, and each commitiee
was instructed to duly consider a cer-
tain subject and report upon it at
next day’s meeting. The subjects
assigned included ‘‘ Natural Science
for Primary Grades,” ‘‘The Cul-
ture of the Imagination,” ‘¢ Utility
of the *‘Picturing Out Principle
in History,” and others of a like
practical nature, all of which were re-
ported on in a prompt, vigorous and
thoroughly business-like  manner.
The second day's work began with a
paper entitled ** Tiny Tasks for Tiny
Thinkers,"” specifying and illustrating
many ways of dealing with little
children during the first year of their
school life. It is published below and
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eloquently speaks for itself ; it was
deservedly one of the most appreciated
pieces of the convention., Then
followed a lesson on the relative pro-
noun, as to a fourth form, which was
satisfactorily treated. A stromg les-
son in Canadian history was made out
of the ‘ British North America Act,”
in which no essential feature was
omitted and no means neglected to
make it profitable and durable.
Arithmetic azain received attention in
a compact lesson on commission. This
was followed by a beautiful lesson on
the use of synonyms, handled so bril-
liantly and completely that it can-
not fail to give a renewed impulse to
the cultivation of precision in lan
guage. Another example of the in-
fluence of a happy manner, pleasant
surroundings and apt illustrations
was seen in an exercise on black-
board reading, in which the inferior-
ity of exclusive text-book work was
conclusively proved. The centre of
attraction was a debate on ‘‘ Methods of
Discipline,” in which six teachers took
part, three on a side. One side stren-
uously advocated the potency of cor-
poral punishment, which the other
vigorously opposed and warmly
argued in favor of tact, urbanity,
courtesy and the various other re-
sources of ‘‘sweetness and light.”
While complimenting both sides for
ability displayed in the discussion, the
chairman, giving his decision accord-
ing to the weight of the arguments,
declared in favor of the side that ad-
vocated the gentler measures. A les-
son on literature, ‘‘ Death of Little
Nell,” always interesting, was ably
developed and threw new light on the
selection in the way of drawing gen-
eral conclusions. An excellent paper
on ‘‘Experience as a Teacher” was
next read, in which the author
cleverly unfolded, both by disquisi-
tion and example, the valuable
lessons to be derived from a regular
reflection on one’s own experience and
a careful study of the experience of
other “ Little by Little " as a litera-
ture lesson for the third form was then
taken up in good professional style and
reflected a vast deal of credit on the
teacher. The same may be remarked
of a language lesson to the second
form which was instructive to every
one. Reading for the fourth form was
fittingly exemplified by a neat prose
lesson, while the characteristics of the
different zones were vividly exhibited
in ancther and egually spirited lesson
to the same form. A series of ques-
tions handed in the day before were
then discussed in regular order. The
various committees reported through
their presidents: No. 1 showed that
many object lessons could be made the
beginnings of natural science in
primary grades without using tech-
nicalities ; No. 2 indicated many suit-

| able means by which the imagination
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could be cultivated so as to incraese
the pleasures of life and influence the
formation of character; No. 3
pointed out the usefulness of a well-
kept professional diary and gave
several suggestions as to its contents ;
No. 4 reported in favor of ‘‘ picturing
out,” for drill and review purposes
only ; and No. 5 made it quite clear
that to pupils spending their last year
in school, commercial geography was
the most essential feature of that
subject. At regular intervals during
each day choice vocal and instru-

{ mental music gave agreeable variety

to the proceedings. So far as the
work of the teachers went, the con-
vention terminated with the reports.
The whole affair was one with which
the participators, friends and all con
cerned, had just cause for feeling ex-
tremely gratified. It is seldom that a

! convention gets through with so much

and profitable to

work in the same time or muster such
a host of active, busy, cordial and
eflicient workers : no convention could
be more productive in good results,
and few conventions more powerful in
their external influence. No wonder
the Hamilton Separate schools are
second to none in the Province.

The great feature of the closing ex-

| ercises was the lecture by His Lordship

Pishop Dowling, on the subject of
¢ Christian Education.” It lasted an
hour and a half, and formed a sumptu-
ous treat for the Sisters,by whom it was
heartily enjoyed and appreciated.
Everybody expected a masterly
achievement, but expectation was more
than realized ; for, when he struck the
key-note of his discourse by announc-
ing his theme to be motives rather
than methods, it was plain to all the
teachers that in dealing with this, the
vivifying principle of their profession,
he was about to perfect and dignify
the work in which they had been en-
gaged during their two days’ conven-
tion. He enlarged upon the dignity
and responsibility of the teaching pro-
fession in geueral and of the religious
teachers in particular, showing them
that the well-being of society largely
depended on their works, that it was
the complement if what the Church
herself was doing, and that after the
Church the school was entrusted with
the sublime task of fitting children to
be not only useful citizens of this world
but also happy citizens of the world to
come. These were some of the lofty
considerations that should inspire every
teacher, for, in the absence of Christian
motives, all the knowledge and skill
that the world possesses would never
supply their place. It is true that the
world does not properly appreciate
teachers, but this fact should not dis
courage teachers in religious life, for
they know that every day of their
lives they are virtually if not actually
repeating our Lord's injunction:
¢Suffer little children to come unto
Me,” and that by working daily under
the influence of His example their final
reward will be infinitely greater than
if they had received the most unbound-

The Girl That is Wanted,
It was i wise man,jand a deep thinker,
onee a time, s that among &
good things Shakespeare has given
women stand forth pre-.eminent—a brilliant,
bewitching, fascinating galaxy. It is doubt-
ful if any individual, man or woman, wonld
care to gainsay that sentiment, even if it
would be gainsaid. The portraits of Rosa-
lind, of Portia, of Imogen and their sisters
are familiar to us all. Those exqui:ite
personalities are known and loved by
numberless human beings. They have a
lace in the hearts alike of men and women,
I'hey kuow naught of Woman'’s Rights or
Universal Suffrage ; they are not concerned
about the affairs of State, neither are they
agents of reform., They are women
womanly women, into whose minds has crept
no vicious longing for publicity, no hunger to
usurp the sphere of men, Some one asks
“Would it not be well to make snch women
models for our girls ?” I answer ** Yes,” but
modify that answer with the phrase, ** as tar
as their lives resemble the lives of our girls,”
Different environments produce and require
different methods of living. In the olden
days, the days of our grandmothers, girls
were of a loving, dependent nature, Their
education, so tar as book-learning con-
cerned, was limited, but they found
an  outlet for their intelligence and
energy in household duties. Thev lived
in a jealously-gnarded atmosphere, and wer
screened from the temptations of the world
by their elders. Their parents or guardians,
knowing that every woman, sometime in
her life, if not, as is generally the case,
during the whole of it, requires a knowledgze
of domestic science, educated them thorough-
ly in all its branches. In the kitchen they
became perfect mistresses of the use of all
the utensils of that department. They studied
the different kinds of food ; and by practice
learned how to cook and preserve instead of,
as is too often the case in the present day,
destroying all that is nutritious in the dishes
served at the daily meals. In connection
with the sick.-room they were taught how to
prepare simple remedies for simple ailments:
to mix a poultce ; spread a plaster or fasten
on a bandage. In the art of needlawork they
were proficient, not only in its ornamental
department, but especially in its most im-
yrtant branch—I mean the family sewing.
Jeginning with the making of the various
articles of clothing—for everybody who has
the least experience in sewing knows that
mending is far more difficult to learn than
making — they next learned to patch and
repair: and only when they could with
ex(iuinit" neatuess darn the family hosiery,
and sow on a button so securely that it
would not come off so soon as to suggest the
idea that it had been tacked on with
a red hot needle and a burning thread,
v this important branch of their  edu-
cation considered complete. Eventaally
at a proper age, being fully competent
ty> become, not merely house keepers, but
home-makers, in every sense of the word, they
were married to men chosen by their parents
or guardians ; and we have no reason to think
that such marriages proved less happy than
those of the presentd At all events if one
did prove to be an unhappy one, the wife had
rs, as a witty Irenchwoman once re-
ed, the consolation denied to her who
chooses for herself, of saying, ** Well, at all
events it is not my doing !” Though the pic-
ture we have here of our grandmothers as
girls is a pretty one, we can readily see that
in many respects it is not quite suited to our
times. The world moves on with lightning
rapidity., Much that is modern is opposed to
much that is typical of * ye olden time,” In
many phases the girl of our days is directly
the opposi‘e of her whose portrait we have
just sketched. In striving to be altogether
different, she has over-stepped the bounds.
Let us look at her critically., She possesses
none of those lovable traits of character ; none
of those domestic (qualities so necessary to the
making of a true home which we love and
admire in her ancestor. She is too general
to be pleasant. She prides herself on being
very learned, because she has attended, for a
few terms, a fashionable boarding school.
In her own estimation she knows everything ;
is, in fact, as she herself would express it, in
the phraseology she affects ‘' just too smart
for anything.” Naturally we do not agree
with her, and cannot refrain from exclaim-
ing, atleast mentally, ‘* truly alittle learning
is a dangerous thing !” She {eels competent
to discourse upon any subject, not even, were
oceasion to offer, drawing the line at theology.
She has no hesitancy whatever in con-
tradicting those twice I She con-
y speaks of 8 s'‘an

quotes the ravings of some
French t msf:ltnr and ‘‘just dotes” on a
certain cls of literature, of which she
should not have readjone word. We exclaim,
with the old man who spent an evening in
the company ot such a girl, ** If this be a
specimen of the progress of the world, give
me the gentle, unassuming woman of long
ago.” Young men dread her; experienced
men have the utmost contempt for her ; but
she boastfully tells you that she ‘‘does'nt
care a cent for the opinion of the men.’
When this firal shot is, as it were, fired at us,
she loses her womanliness. This one is
decidedly not the girl that we want. Our
heroine must retain the gentle womanliness
of the former, united with a strong char-
acter, the outcome of her contact with the
progressing world., To be a true woman she
must have a sanctity and purity about her
without which the world must suffer. Poli-
ticians, lawyers and financiers may all be
recruited from the ranks of men ; but where
shall we find the softening, refining influ
ences of life if our girls cease to be women ?
A woman can, if she will, dignify any branch
of labor; therefore we do not want a girl
who has no higher ambition than to shine in
society. One who is so weak-minded as to
fear har social standing might be jeopard-
ized, if she crossed the kitchen threshold, or
were seen on the front verandah with a
broom in her hand. Now-a-days much
thought and time is given to the training ot
girls for their life-work ; and the result to
those who appreciate these advantages is
true, noble girls who exalt womanhood and
are a source of great good in the world.
What an influence they can and do wield in
the home, making all around them realize
that
' We may our homely duties,

And commonplace enjoymen's so refine,

That life will h{ossom with a thousand beau-
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ties,
And swell the chorus of a song divine.”

The girl we love is she who is her mother’s
confidant ; the tried and trusted friend of her
brothers ; the younger children’s consolation,
and the valued membar of the social cirele in
which she moves, But not alone at the fire-
side do we find these noble girls, for at the
present time there are thousands of them
bravely fighting life’s battle alone, unpro-
tected by fond fathers or brothers ; uncheered
by the love and sympathy of dear mothers or
sisters. All honor to them! They need but to
be known to be loved for their own real worth,
And it would be well, since the wheel of for-
tune is 8o uncertain—often bringing unex-
pected and sudden reverses—to equip every
girl for some honorable Sﬂ“—h‘nl)pm'[‘ even
though at present there be no hikelihood of
her ever requiring it. Mere fashionable ac
complishments are of no value whatever, be-
ing generally superficial. Therefore in
every family where there are daughters, in
every school where there are girls, the ques-
tion of how they are to be educated should be
frequently discussed by thoughtful parents
and teachers, The girl that is wanted must
take positive d(‘]ilen in doing well whatever
she attempts. She must be quite at home in
all the departments of dowestic science, es-
pecially in the kitchen, the sewing-room
and the sick-room. The queen in her must
never be disguited in calico dresses, or
heightened by silks and velvets, When she
says no, she means no. If she have an en-
gagement at a certain hour she will keep 1t.
She must hata deformity of form as well as of
mind ; and will therefore be solicitous about
both har physical and mental training. She
must pl‘:u-a a very high estimate on

like to give a strict account to her mother, |
Iustead of being anxions to gain the triend-
ship of strangers, she will tisst cultivate the
acquaintauce of the members of her own |
family, At home she will be as kind and
courteous as she is in society, and will not
reserve all her irowns for the former and all
her smiles for the latter. ‘T'o her brothers
and sisters she will speak words of praise
:.n!zl encouragement, She will love bher
friends for the good qualities they possess,
and not cavil at those that are wanting.
Every one will be taken by her at their best,
and not at their worst, valuation, She will
constuantly bear in mind that with what is ex
pressed by that little word, love, she can
accomplish greater triumphs ; do more good
for mankind, and arouse stronger patriotism
in the hearts of the men with whom she
associates than can all the advocates of
woman's suffrage,  When she can play, sing,
read or recite and ean give pleasure by these
accomplishments, especially at her own fire
side, she will modestly yet gladly do so
when asked. She will understand that the
value of money is the amount of good it will
do_in life; and will appreciate it for this
value, Whatever be her sphere in life she
will ever fulfil its duties cheerfully, and will
let 1o opportunity pass of cultivating
' A sweet consideration tor the 1aoor,
The \\'msl and wounds of every heart that
Heeds,
A strong unselfish will to serve her neighbor
And help him in his little daily needs.”
In her spiritual life she will endeavor, by
fervent prayer and a frequent devout recep-
tion of the sacraments, to advance in the
love of God; and will take for her models
Our Blessed Lady and those beautiful
examples of maidenhood which we revere
in the lives of Saints Agnes, Lucy, Catha-
rine and many others of that ‘*countless
throng that no wan can number ;" and she
will never forget that the imitation of their
virtues is the truest devotion she can offer
these heavenly patrons. In a few words,
the girl that is wanted 4 woman— self-
respecting, honest, loving, kind and pious.

Etigquette in the Schools,

There 18 no subject of greater interest to
thoughtful, earnest teachers than the manners
and morals of the children under their care.
On these the welfare and happiness of future
generations will depend, and as their cultiva
tion is the most fmportant part of the school
curriculum no labor should be spared 1o secure
the best results.  Good manners should go hand
in hand with good mnorals : they are inseparably
allied, for true courtesy has its root deep in the
moral nature, It is composed of the virtues of
the heart, and is the exterior sign of those in
ward spiritual grac lled modesty, unseltish-
ness and gener where these exist there is
etfguette inits truestsense.  Our manifest duty
then istosct betfore our pupils from the ve y
first year of their school life the necessary

rules of etiquette, that they may know what i3
right and & irding to gooi=breeding id so
make sure t at least they cannot e irough

any negligence on our part. The teacher shall
do this most effec m{ly by inculeating the
principles of the * Golden Kule "—the basis of
all true politeness—which teach us to forget our-
selves, 1o be ever ready to sacritice our own
convenience for the sake of others, to be kind
to our neighbors, and civil even to those who
may ivjure us. In the school its practice re-
quires a constant attention on the partof the
pupils to their bebavior towards their teachers
and their class-mates, so a8 to say and do ouly
what will be agreeable to themn. In dealing
with children whose home surroundings
breathe an air of retinement, whose parent
cultivated, and who instil into their )
minds this same rule, ** Do unto others asyou
wish they should do unto you,” it will be a
pleasant and easy task to teach them the pro

per way to speak and act in the school-room ;
but haviug, unfortuunately for the majority,
perhaps, in some of the classes those who daily
hear and see practised the oppoisite rule, ** Do
unto others as they doto you "—who are accus

tomed to whatis rude and vulgar, it must neces

sarily be that much of the teacher’s training is
counteracted by the home influences. Never-
theless, such discouraging tacts must not ren-
der the teachers less assiduous to notice and
correct every deviation from the manner in
which they should act. In order to foster a
true spirit of courtesy towards one another, a
feeling of respect towards parent and teacher,
such instructions should be given daily to the
pupils as willimpress upon them the fact that
they come to school to learn the rules of eti-
quetie, as well as tnose of arithmetic, grammar,
or of any other subject, and, moreover,that it
not education or ability that constitutes a
gentleman or a lady, but retinement of an

ners, without which education and weaith com
bined, instead of making one an ornament to
soclety, will rather tend to make him its de-
formity. In the first place the teacher should
insist on the pupils presenting themselves neat
and tidy, and given to understand that no
greater insult could be offered than for a per-
son to appear in presence ot others, carelessly
or slovenly dress With regard to cleanli

ness nothing sho be overlooke venin the
poorest chitdren. But in the correction of
breaches of etiquette in this matter, the teacher
should never make personal remarks, but in a
general way re to the subject, telling them
that cleanliness i8 next to godliness, and that a
plentiful use of soap and water will improve,
not only their looks, but also their health,
which is the more important point to be con

gidered. Some pupils who are always neat and
tidy in appearance may be guite the opposite
wigh regard to their books, desks and class

room. OCall their attention to this by commend

ing their companions who seein to take pride in
keeping everything they use tit for inspection
at any time by even the most tastidious. The
pupils shoula be taught to avoid what are
termed ** company manners” and to tice
an everyday courtesy that will become ot
second nature, but nature itself. ‘I'hey should
be trained v rcompany every request with the
word, ** Ple and on receiving any kindness
to say u,” not only to their teacher,
but their companions also. The pupils should
always speak in an even, pleasant tone, which
is the only polite one in wnich to speak to any
one. The same guality of voice used in the par
lor at home ought to be acceptable in the class-
room. Itisnot necessary to have then shout
their lessons, nor to read them in a loud, high
key. The pupils should also be taught toat
even their manner of asking questions i8 an in

dex to their degree of cultivation, and there-
fore, they should never questicn nor answer
abruptly. On entering the class-room the
pupils should greet their teachers with ** Good
morning,” ani make at the same time a grace-
ful obeisance. When it is necessary to pass in
front of her or any of the teachers they should
also bow and excuse themselves. When punils
are sent to any of the class-rooms to give a
message, poliieness requires that they rap
gently and wait until they are admitted. Their
manner of walking and closing doors should be
such as not to startle all within. A polite boy
or girl will be on the alert to be helptul tothe
teacher, to do for her those little services which
may be called forth each day, such as opening
and closing the door, placing a chair, picking
up anything she inay drop, preparing the
blackboard, ete. During recitations, whether
the pupils be standing or sitting, their position
should always be erect, their manner attentive,
not tidgeting with their pencils and books, nor
moving and turning about. When the pupils
are addressed they snould rise, and answer 1in

mediately ; and when told to do anything they
should comply readily, keeping in mind that
what is done quickly is twice done. They
should be impressed with the necessity of

Sometimes it will be
+ boys that it is customary
or a gentleman to ratseé his hat on meeting a
lady. and that they should never lose an opp

tunity of perforining so  graceful an et
Strangers judge of us by our manners, thers
the best letter of recommendation a hoy or
an have, is a polite manner of s
ng. Ifthe pupils are habitua

practice of etiquette in the sehool, t will
not forget themselves outside of jt wehers
should point out the injustice, as well as the

rudeness of certain pupils who may be addicted
to ridiculing their companions, either on ac
countof dullness, physical detormisy or shahby
clothing,  Many a pang the heart of the seusi
tive child suffers through the rude taunts aud
Jests of sneering companions ! During recita
tons the pupils should not laugh at one an=
other’s mistakes, nor stare atthose who may be
reading or Iting, 8o as to intimidate and em
barrass them. Suach ill bred conduct should
not be tolerated, but the offtenders immediately
corrected and exhorted to practice charity,
Whenever it I8 in the teacher power to graust
a favor or privilegze which she cannot extend to
the whole class, let it be given to the sentor
pupils, and show the younger ones the justice
otulways giving the preter e to the larger
and older among their classanates, From this
they will learn to respect those older than
themselves I'hey cannot be too often re
minded of the deference they owe to those
especially whose brows are wreathed by the
Snows ot time, and taaght to regard them as ob
Jects of veneration. 1t should be impressed up
on pupils’ mind the necessity tor and the object
of politeness at all thines and in all places, tor,
like coin made ot a precious metal, it passes
current in every land, and among all classes,
Its object is to render sociul intercourse mutu
ally pleasant and agreeable, consequently
promote happiness, and ithis 18 the ehief reason
why itshowid be practised. Self denial and the
nvlrll of charity are essential to politene
The reading lessons, suitable memory gems
well as the ordinary tncidents of the school
room and play-ground, may be utilized as means
of inculcating these virtues whicu are conspie
uous in the refined and well bred, whose pleas-
ing manners are expressions of the kinateel
ings they entertain tor their fellow beings.
Lhese are the people who make society pleas
ant and good, whose company 18 not only de
sired but sought tor—in a word, they make life
worth living.,  What a paradise this worla
would be it allits inhabitants were kind hearted
and unseltish ! The teacher should frequently
remind the pupils that the school is a prepara
tory society. Here they began to practice the
social observances and rules whicn good soci
ety will demand of them i after yea and
though some of these customs may be ned
trivial, th re all grounded upon prineiples of
kindness to one another, and are prompred by
charity, which is the Howery wreatn that unites
the members of society. 1t is said that kind
words are the music of the world.  Why should
thev not be the music of the schools? The
teacher should give at least one lesson weekly
on the subject of speaking kindly about (lass
mates and teachers, and make the pupils well
acquainted with the minutest rules of etiguette,
noue of whichoughtto be considered nnnuport
ant that tends to spa ihe feelin of others
Show them thut thosc siest to get along with
are the refined, for they are always careful
never to wound, and when wdvertently they
may happen to go so, they 8 quick to make
an apology as they are to eive one when
made. In their daily intercourse with their
¢lass-mates, even the youngest children will
show a preference for the company of those
who are gentle and kind to them, and will al
ways think of them with gratetul affection ;
whereas, those that have been rude to them will
be remembered with pain. These facts pre
sented to the class will eventually prove a
powerful encentive to the practice of gentle
ness and kindness inorder to make themselves
ally loved. All children desirous

e ralled polite, and as so they are
old enough to understand the meaning ot the
word, this desire may also be used as a strong
and effective means of making them appreciate
good manners, Speak to the pupils oc¢ fon
ally about the future that awaits them, their
probable avocations in lite, and their duties to
wards society. Impress upon them the tact
that manuer 18 an index of character, and will
reflect eredit or diseredit upon themselves and
their teachers : nay, more, that success in all
protessions and occupations will la y depend
n their manner. Civility, retinement and
centleness 1l win for them respect and love,
while awkwardness, coarsencss and rudeness
willincur displeasure and contempt, €
atiention to the business men who succeed the
best, who are generally patronized. Certainly
not they wino wear their nats in the presence ot
ladies who come to buy, or allow thiem to pass
in and out of their stores without seeing that
the door 18 opened and closed for them, and wno
coimmit . other similar ineivilities. Let their
display of goods be ever so attractive, they will
never gain customers unless their address be
that of a gentleman. In politeness, asin every
thing else, example is more effective than pre
cept. The teacher is giving daily ohject les
gons in kKindness and courtesy, and no matter
how many rules of etiquette are laid down, they
will have little effect on the pupils, unless the
teacher present living illustrations of politeness
in their pre during all her fntercourse
with them, whether they are bo wgirls, It
is therefore of the greatest importance that the
teacher always respond to the pupil’s greetings
It takes no tine tosmtle waen one 2 oo
morning:’ it takes no time W look p iwhen
some hittle dingy hand presents a few flowers
with the life squeezed out of them on the way to
school.  Kvenif it does take time it 13 well em
ployed, since it is a neans of rejoicing little
hearts. Let us ever keep before our minds this
tion which comprises all that has been
wid which, well understiod, will teach all
sun be said, namely, ** Lite must be a per
al sacriice of ourseives for the sake of
others.” Therein is hidden the secret of virtue
and ot politeness.

To go through life with good manners poss
essed,

Istobe kiod untoall. rich, poor and oppressed,

For kKindness and mercy are balns that will
heal

The sorrows, the pains and the woes that we
feel.

“Piny Tasks For Tiny Thinkers,”

Ag the change (rom the home to the school
room is very trying tor little ones at the begin
ning of the year, the inventive power of the
teacher must be exercised to devise means of
keeping the child’s mind from re ng to
home and the fond mother from whose care it
has pasged to become the chargze of the teacher,
for what inust seemn to it a long, tiresome day,
unless the school and its “tiny K are nade
easy and aviractiv Kirst thing reguisite on
the part of the teacher is to sympathize with
the child and to make it feel at hoine, for natur
aily during the first few days in school the
child may cry and fret.  Take it by the hand,
show it around, pointing out all the pretty pic-
tures, ete. Have the ovher children ging and
dance to amuse it. Do not let it it in a seat
desk, but give it a seat beside yourself, and, in
stead of putting an alphabet card into the
child’s hands, give it a pieture book, and when
it tires looking at the pictures, have soine toys
for it, and even allow it to bring some toys from
home. Always try to have some candies in re
gerve, and if you cannot afford such dainties,
gomne little thing that will please should be
given mstead —for example, a teacher who was
once on a4 very poor mission, too poor to have
candies in store, used to give a peacock reather
to each of thelittle ones, and I believe it worked
as well as the candy When this important
work has been accomplished, the children, no
longer homesick, will begin to take pleasure in
their new surroundings, and rejoice in the use
ful and pretty things presented to their aston
ished ga While the teaches isengaged with
one clags, those in th seats should be occu
yied with a variety ot busy work, such as sort

promptitude, and show that, apart from the
rudenessofdelaying an answer when addressed,
or in performing a serv when aske 3
serious loss may be the result of a want of
promptitude in ‘after lite. On the part of the |
teacher it is always better to use requests—not
commands—ask pupils to do things instead of
telling them to do so. This is a better way to
secure politeness from them. Iiven when the
teacher’s patience may bhe severely tried by the
rudeness of a pupil, a request made in a quiet,
gentle tone, will gain his acquiescence, where
a harsh, lond one may fail. Kudeness isalways
the result of some real defect, suc
pride, ignorance or revenge ; therefore
portion as the young advance in viriue and edu
cation, they should become gentle, just and
generous. The teacher should make opportun-
ities to show the moral beauty ot politeness ;
that virtue, amiable disposition, and cultivated
mind are always more Lo be mired than the
charms of mere personal beauty. ‘Through
illugtration and example hold tne mirror be
fore the rude boy or girl, and let him gee that
rudeness is ugly and deformed, while politeness
is beautiful and attractive. For instance, a
boy who doffs his hat upon meeting his or
of the teachers, steps aside to allowone to y
opens the gate or door, or picks up a book tl
has fallen, shows good breeding, and makes a
favorable impression, where the boy who stands
beside the teacher with his hat on, or rushes
rudely by her, makes himself odious to every
one.  When visitors enter the class-room, the
pupils ghould rise from their seats. and make a
ful inclination towards their guests.
sy should not resume their seats until the one
presiding signals for them to do 8 On meet
inr visitors in the halls, even during the time

herself. and shun all company, espec

ed admiration of the world.

inlly that of the opposite sex, conver-
sations and books, of which she would not

| for recess, the pupils should instantly observe
| silence, and always pause, making to the
wuests, a8 well as to the teacher a:companying

' or drawing on slates.

ng colored paper. making shapes w ith colored
splints or shoepegs, stringing lb(!}[!'ﬂ or buttons
Another form of busy
work, and one which is very interesting to the
children is a fishing-pond, consisting of little
blocks an inch gquare on which are figures or
small words ; allow tl ildren to fish these
out, and read the word or tigure the 1.
CLOCK.— T'o impress upon their young minds,
from the very first, the importance ot punct:
ality, the subject of the clock should be iotro
duced as a first lesson,  Call their attention to
the clock in the class room, or better have a
small one on your desk and talk abount it. For
example, Where is the clock ?  Listen to what
it says. We must be very quiet or we may not
hear it (ticking). It says tic-tac, tie-tac, all
day long and all night and never wets tired.
It does not go to sleep like you little boys and
girl Ask the children to look at the clock,
and et them describe its parts: the face,
hands. pendulum and case: open the clock and
show them the many littie wheels in motion, but
do not attemnpt to l-xplalin its mechanisin agthis
is too puzzling for little children : they will be
interested and delighted with a sight of the in

gide. Did you ever sge anyone wind theclock ?

Yes. Papiaand mamma wind {t, Why must it

be wound ?  Look at the wheels : can you show
sendulum
swing 2 Or what use are clocks to us ? (T'he
children may give instances of the use of the
ne

me how they moye? How does the

clock.) All the little boys and girls who ¢
to gchool in time this morning may stand

Would you like me to tell you, how you can all
i Well agk your
e look at the clock, and to let
a8 8000 a8 the clock points hoth
(Show a quarter before
nine by the clock'in your hand or a picture ot
one you might have diawn on the board. The

be in time to-morrow ?  Yes,
mamma to ple
you leave hom
hands ont this way.

chilidren might ing about the clock,

v s ~The noxt very important and pleas
ubject would e that of fruits, andons very
nvenlently i t A

a to be had
comparison the
apples, a pe and grapes, bu

nave the talk priveipally upon the apple. The
best means of tllustrating this wonld be a small
branch bearing both fruits and leaves on
would also reqoire a colored pietare of the
apple blossoms,  Let the children first name
the fruits as you hold thetn up one by one. Ges
them to tell you something about the color of
ench . Nextlet someoue in the class tonch them
aud thus distinguisti the (ruits. T

them upon the shapes, also com oty
shin of the peach with the smooth skin of the
apple and pear.  Let some of the children dis

tingodsh the tfraits by the sense of smell and
others by the sense of taste, Call their atten
tion to the di ence between the w
grapes grow, and the way the apple, p
peach grows, Then ask them tot
wet the truit.  If it takes long time for the
apole tree to get these apples us toeat ?
Yes it takes a very long time.  Now call their
ittention to the pictare of the blossoms Ask
how manz of them have ever scen anything
like these. Where? Yes, you remember the
apple blossoms we saw last spring Some of
the pupils who were in school lazt May brought
pretty apple blossoms tor the altar Pell the
children a story about the apple-1Mossoms ; how
the pretty petals dropped ofl the stemn, leaving
atiny, hard g n knob atthe end of it ; and all
through the spring and sum ner thias little knob
became larger and lacger, until late in the sum

mer, or in harvest time, the apple was fult grown
and ripe, like this (show apple and also make a
drawing of one on the board). Did the tree
malke its apples without any help ? No. What
helped it to make them ? The sunshine,the rain,
the earthand the atr. Nothing ean grow without
all these, not even you chilidren. Tell e some
of the uses ot frudts 7 Very good to eat, and
they are very wholesome when ripe. They are
food not only for us, but also for the little birds,
msecta, worms and even the larger animals,
whichoften hav stupon them. (Teacher
might then ditect & ehild to cut the apple in
twoor three parts.) Whatdo you see msu\n- the
apple, children ? Seeds.  How many seeds ? Of
what re these seeds?  Though they are
very t if cach were planted and cared for
properly it would grow to be a tree some day—a
tree with roots and trunk, branches, leaves and
pretty spring blossoms, pink and white, like
those in the picture, and later on we should
have apples. Would you like to plant one of
these seeds, and have baby apple tree grow-
ing i the school cround 7 Daring the last
hour when the children bhecome tired of seat
work, in order to brighten them up, I would
suggest a variety of action lessons, with or
without obiects For example Teacher
might do some of the tollowing actions or et
the children to do them.  Open and close the
door, ratse the window, put the blind up or
down, walk stowly or quickly across the floor,
sing, laugh, weep koecl, think ay, sit, stand,
bow or tan yourself, In all es pupils tell
teacher what huas been done Another nice,

lively exerci=e for the little ones wounld be to
have the little giels fimitate the bivds by flying
around the room and singing at the snine time,
and let the boys imagine they are swimming in
the Hamilton Bay and go through the

ming motions A8 no

little ones or cheers the mimnore than singing, 1
would give them lots of it; and we must alsc
take into consideration the health of those littla
ones, and therefore make time everyday for
calisthenie exercise
Birops iN Avrvyms, —Pla

iieture of birds,

anest, a branch of a tree ore the clas et
them sing “'Uhere's a Mecry Browa Thrush
Sitting up in the Tree.” It possible have a

real nest to show them and ask questions aboat
the building of it, and as to how the birds live
I'ne nest is the eradle for the birdies —their
home until they can tly. 18 it not a small space
for a large family to live in?  'ut the baby
birds are so tiny, S0 ecloge Y
under the mothe
quite comtortable
up any roon in the t, for he generally sits
on the branch of a4 tree near enongh to wateh
it. In the song you were singing, you. said,
*the thrush was sitting up in the tree.” How
do birds get 8o hich » What do they use in
flying ?  Let children tell all they can ahout
birds

Cnrisryas, —This is a subject which cannot
be introduced too svon to the aelighted children,
who look torward to it with intense longing,
Santa Claus and Christinas gitts 8o wholly
take up theirv thoughts that they will be ready
for a talk about this welcome #itor. Begin
by impressing upon their minds the objeet of
the great feast of Christnus wiose birthday
it is, and tell them the story of the Divine
Child, who came 88 a gitt to the world on that
, the wmost jovons of all the year.
Speak of Christins gifts cetings, ete. Male
the impression thet gifts are wkens of love,
but that we can show love also by doing acts of
kindness, deeds ot 2, for those around us,
father ther companions s
our Pell me somae other tin 7
Christinas when people give presents ? Yes,
very often on birthdays. Butwhy do you think
should Christinas be atime tor girts 2 1 they
have no wdea about itexplain it to them,  Speak
of the gifts we may obtain from the Infant
yesus and those we may offer Him,  What do
think the Holy Christ would be most
rom us ? Our hearts.  You
wi ya why grifta s riven at
Christmas espe . Becaunse it is our Lord's
birthday. The day on which the gift of peaca
was brought to men of good wi'l  theretore
when people give presents to one another at
this time of year, it 18 a sign that they have
this good will.  Now children, since you have
bee ttentive, 1 1 tell you a story to
morrow about Santa andthe mouse. The losson
might be concluded with a song ora Christinas
hymn,

One Christas eve, when Santa Claus,
Came to a cartain house

To fill the children’s stockings thero
He found a little mouse
“A Merry Christmas, hittle friend,

v rood and Kind,

you, siv,” saud the mouso ;
wht you wouldn't mind,

1f I should stay awake to night

Aud watch you for a while,

You're very welcome, little mouse,”
Saud Santa with a smile.

Well Santa from his great stock of toys and
candies for she good little children filled their
stockings from toe to tp until he telt sure there
was not roocin for anything more. But to his
great surprise Miss Mousie declared she could
vet pat in something more. OF eourse Santa
Claus thought the monze was “silly” to attempt
to put anything more into the stocking. Heonly
laughed and said the mouse did’'nt Know any
thing about it But he was very much sur
prised and felt he was badly beaten when
mousie awed a little hole 1 the toe of the
1d Santa paid the mouse for his nice

little jo by giving him a Christinas cheese
1'hen the children sing about ta
Claus

Woon.—Introduce this subject by calling

pupil’s astention to their desks, the tloor, plat
form, ete. Ask them of what these are made
Wood, Let thom name other objects made of'
wood. Was it always in that shape ? From
where does the wood come ? From the trees.
W hat else does the tree gi us ?  Nuts, tho
sap which makes maple sugar.  Yesa and the
pretty leaves you saw in autumn.  But they
wive us a great deal of wooit,  Allthat we burn,
and all that is used to build houses, schools,
cars, and 80 many other things come from the
trees. IHave each child touen or ne soine
thing they use made of wood. Ma hig exer
cige as lively as possible Get the children to
name the parts of a treo. What shape is the
trunl, Touch it.  la it rough or smooth ?
W hat must be done to the tree betore a chair,
table or anything can be made out of i, Lead
the children to follow the process trom the
ing of the tree in the forest to the sawing of it
in the mill

WiIND, After the morning greetings and
prayer over, call the childron's attention to
the pictureon the board. Ask them to tell you
what they geo in the picture, What is the boy
doing 2 Why i8 ho running after it ? ‘Pell
something else that the wind does ? It blows
first from the trees, makes the ship sail, blows
the dust around, dries the clothes and the side
wialks after rain, ties Kites, ete.  Can we sce
the wind 7 Can we feel it 7 Can we hear it ?
Can we see what it does 7 Conclude with o
gong or a recitation something like the follow-
ing

From east to west, from north to south, a rove
ing life is mine,

Now howling around the snow topped fir now
toying with the vine,

From beg ra rags to princes robes, from hut

t 1 go,

I rule the golden clouds above and drive the

waves below,

During the first year, vary the exercises as
much ag possible s avoid all that might weary
the children or disgust them with school life
Children will always delight inactivity., Draw
with them a horseor the like, and you will seq
how heartily they will enter into the work with
you, and how much me interested they will
be with this instead of straigbt lines, squares,
ete.y but have lots of thess too, A bright,active
mischievous boy will always be ready to draw
lite and activity as well ag to actit, Not only
drawing but the other sabjects of his school
life can and should be made as attractive and
interesting ag possible. Talonk of the dry i

distasteful tasks ot your own first school-deys
and von will have tenderacss tor your litile
darlings
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