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naled, Archbishop Gibbon», ‘The Faith of 
Our Father?/ which did much to confirm 
md btien^then my faith, and the perusal 
of which 1 can earnestly rcvomweud to 
all honest and conscientiously minded 
Pro tentante.

‘‘I. llueuc-s like the former

to display that hate. Whilst musing 
day amongst the ruins of Rome, a# he 
telle us in his memoirs, he h« ard the fliers 
at their dévotions in what Used to be a 
pagan temple, and the idea first occurred 
to him ot writing bis great woik, but 
ihen not under the comprehends title 
which he subsi quenily assigned to 
it. His first design was a history 
of the dtcllue aid fall tf the great 
city where he stood, and he lus ai inuth 
iusiuuattd in Lis memoirs that it wns to 
serve him as a pet scheme of glorifying 
the Piganisiu of the Human Em^ ire, by 
contrasting unfavuiably with it the Chris- 
t.anitv, which, first estab ishing itself in 
the cities of the Empire, thence passing to 
the villages and remotest hamlets of i's 
vast ex^ausp, swept away at lad all 
vestige of the P iganUm which had 
c- eded it,
TilE THINGS 6IHB )N HAS WRITTEN ABOUT.

The hU' j ct wa», indeed, a great and 
magnificent one, f.»r it was the history of 
the pasting away of the great civiliza ion 
of Paganism to be replaced by the grander 
one of Christianity. This mighty cata 
clysm was accompanied by a course of 
events of which we can perl ape get a 
faint idea by extendiog for five hundred 
years the Thirty Years War. Even this 
would not be on a scale ccmineuhurate 
with the life and death struggles of the 
Roman Empire for the integrity of its 
rule and with the c. aseless tread of 
nations ov*r its vast surface resting on 
the three known continents of the Old 
World. The rapid spread of Christianity 
and the formation ol Christendom from 
the crumbling elements of the Roman 
world at length brought national lepose 
and a settled order of things. This 
vellous spread of the Christiau religion 
Gibbon strives to account for in his work 
on merely human and deceptive grounds. 
From the ecclesiastical organization of 
the Church, the character of her teachings, 
the virtues and heroism of the Chintians, 
and the doctrine of another world of 
eternal reward and punishment, he 
constructs five reasons why Chris1 muity 
should have made such rapid progress 
These reasons are clothed in the garb of 
sr-phihtry and cynical contempt, and are 
obviously not only not the causes of 
Cbristiauitv’s spread, but the manifest 
natural t fleets of Christian teaching 
They also presuppose their acceptance on 
the pact of the pagans before bring able to 
influence them; and seine of thro a, from 
the natural re pugnance of men to endure 
Bufferings and incur temporal losses, which 
the carry ii g "nto effect of those doctrines 
then entailed, were more like fy to repel 
than to att.act.

GIBBON NOW GENERALLY DISCREDITED.
Since Gibbon’s time other historians 

have gone over the same ground; Milman, 
Ranke, Girzot, and others, and have 
given to the world fairer records of the 
past. They have laid bare the fallacies of 
Gibbon and his dishonest use of history 
as u special plea fur Paganism. Gibbon 
no longer holds the prominence amongst 
historians which he held in the skeptical 
eighteenth centuiy in company with 
Voltarie in France, and Tom Payne in 
America. Candid critics have inveighed 
with sweeping censure against his fahe 
marshalling of facts, his imputation of 
false and unworthy motives to a c use he 
hated, and his flagrant violation of the 
laws of logic and historical phil soph y to 

the cause tf skepticism, embalmed 
by him in the defunct Paganiem of ancient 
R me.—Catholic Telegraph

ten of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this our own country.

“Is there any unity offs' h r harmony 
of action among ih-m / H > w many 
grades of churchmen have w«- - day, and
how diverse are their tenets l One tells 
me (l am speaking #r«>m prscticil « xperi 
ence ai d observaiioi ) that he con»iders 
the altar in the church as no more t: ere.I 
than the umbrella stand in the vestibule. 
Our next rector will hardly allow one of 
the Committee on Church Decorations to 
approach the hulv spot to perform the 
duties of her office; fur he is a High 
Churchman, and would guard, ev«n with 
the vigi’ance of a beadle, the sanctity of 
ite surtout ding?. One minister will 
devoutly elevate the offering- of the 
church during the Off-rtury, and the 
ntxt incumbent, if asked fi r his nason 
in not doing so, will answer, with a con 
temptoue smile, ‘I have no regard fur the 
eighteen inches which I might decrease 
between the m mey and my Maker.’ But 
more painful still : w hit reverence can a 
‘priest’ in the Episc pal Church have for 
his « llice, when he descends to the adver 
Using columns of a religious newspaper 
to secure for himself a position wherein 
he can practice his profession ? And, as 
if to recommend himself more highly as a 
sensational performer, he announces wnh 
no uncertain sound that he is High.

“ ‘A priest (High”), unmarried, and 
rector of a growing and prosperous city 
pariah, desires a parish in the South, Ken­
tucky, Georgia, or Louisiana preferred. 
Best recommendation from bishop, clergy, 
and laity. At’dress, 4'Rector,” Office of 
‘•The Living Church.”—“Liinrg Church 
Jan 13, 1889.1

“And shall we now turn to the bishops 
of the Church at this period of its history Î 
God knows they have a heavy burdtn to 
bear, and this I know from personal ex­
perience. Having no centre of authority, 
at variance as regards their doctrine and 
discipline, showing no headship, often at 
logerheads among themselves, the Senior 
Bishop (See of Delaware) croshing lances 
with hie Junior (Potter, of New Yoik ) 
as regards the formation of a Christian 
Brotherhood—a hydra headed monster of 
confusion, if you please ; for order is 
Heaven’s first law in nature, and should 
be in the Church of the Almighty—if He 
has a Church. The latter fact was a very 
doubtful reality in my mind smie months 
ago. I tremble now when 1 real'ze how 
nearly I stood on the brink of infidelity ; 
for this is what alLchism and sectniauiem 
leads to.

“. . . . I will gladly tell y< u with 
a r« juicing heart, what by the grace of 
God, and through His holy gift of faith, I 
do believe. I believe in the Divine 
Trinity—in the Father, and in the Sou, 
and in the Holy Ghost That the Scrip 
turcs are the inspired Word of God, and 
that God manifested Himself to his 
creatures and redeemed them through 
and by the Blood of His 
Jesus Christ. I find in St. Matthew 
(16, xviii). that this 
promised to found a church ; that this is 
the first time the word wax ever used in 
these same Scripture* ; tha% moreover, He 
said that it should be liis Chuich ( r 
rather My Church—and this is the only 
instance in which Ic*n find the personal 
pronoun used in this connection in His 
Woid). That for the divine gift of faith 
which St. Peter evinced in thus first acknuw 
ledging the myeteiy of His Incarnation, 
on toissame Apostle He would build His 
Cburcli; that He would be with it till the 
consummation of the world, and would 
give to him as his credentials ‘the keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven.’

‘‘Iu looking around me over the religi* 
[The following communication from ous world to day, I fiai one hundred 

Dr. Sterling, of Sag Harbor, N. Y., a re and sixty-six sie‘s—broken, scat- 
cent convert to the Church, appeared in a tered, and mutilated Christian 
late issue to the Catholw Review. It is in bodies denyii g this fact. I am 
reply to a letter of a minister of the Epis- pained to cay that counting in the E .is- 
copal sect,—a letter “fad of ignorauc®, copal Church the number is one hundred 
prejudice, and denunciation of the and sixty seven. Alas ! that body repeats 
Church,” in which the writer expresses the Catholic Creed of centuries ago, as I 
astonishment that the son of a clergyman, have done for forty years, wLhout real'z 
a regular communicant of the Protestant ing either its origin or significance. Is 
Episcopal Church, for many years con- there any one Church of Oar Lord Jesus 
nected with the vestry, and at the time of Christ here among this heterogeneous 
his “defection” senior warden of the par- mass of cor1 glomerated Christians? Is 
ish of Sag Harbor, could have taken such there any visible unity among them ? 
a step. After describing the unhappy Yes; but, alas ! in one respect alone—in 
state of the parish at the time of his con- ignorant and vindictive prejudice, in 
version, Dr. Sterling goes on to t»how that hatred intense against the Oue Church 
unity of faith, unity of worship, aud unity founded by Jesus Christ—His Holy, Cath- 
of authority are to be found only in the olic and Apostlic body.
Cathol c Church. He declares it was in *‘L my vieion obscured as to uuity else- 
the practice of hie profession that he where ? Does the light of the 
beheld the benign influence of the true San of Righteousness shine singly 
religion—mat he judges the tree by its and alone for any other Christian 
fruits. The well chosen metaphor of the body ? Has the glorious promise 
concluding paragraph admirably illustrates of Oar Blessed Redeemer proved to be of 
the converts present position. J no effect ? Who acknowledges this faith

.... But enough of this—it is a long once delivered to the saiLts ? Thatk God ! 
and, m some respects, a melancholy story ; a noble body—two hundred and fifty 
in fine, so far as the Episcopal Church was mi.lions of them on earth to-day, bear- 
concerned, I became quite sick at heart, ing a faithful witness to the faith 
and thoroughly discouraged in the and doctrine, the discipline and wor- 
attempts that were being made to‘run it,’ ship of the Universal, the Catholic 
so you must not wonder at my desire to Church. Find them where you may, 
be a member of i hat one which runs itself, whether in the distant Islands of the 
If you cnoo e to belong to a religious Pacific or in our own cultivated centres of 
organization organized by man, where it refinement and learning, s’aughtered with 
u possible for a conscientious and God- Guidon at Khartoum or falling as martyrs 
fearing pastor to be hampered, harassed, amid the primeval forests of America, 
and dictated to in matters connected with their faith is one—‘without variableness, 
his sacred calling, by a body styling them- neither shadow of turning.’ 
selves the vestry, and liable to be com “Toi*, by the grace of Jesus Christ, is 
posed of men of all shades of religious the Church I h*ve found—r« j ricin g 
belief, or of no religion at all, denying, as in .the acceptance of her Seven 
I have known them to do, even the prim Sasiiupents ; taught and trussing 
ary truths of Christianity, your t. s:e by the divine ail instrumente! 
should be grat.fiad, and 1 should not c it- in them, that I may become partaker of a 
icise the choice. blessed immortality hereafter. In this

“Is it not somewhat humiliating—nay, unchanged and unchangeable faith it will 
degrading, to your ideas of the sanctity of be my greatest happinets to live and to 
your calling that, as the possible caudi- die ; and for it I am willing, if necee a y, 
date in the next vacant parish, your vari- to sacrifice all social tie», all worldly 
ous merits, social, spiritual and otherwise, bition and earthly hope ; aud writing you 
will be calmly discussed by the promi- as I do in this manner is because I feel it 
nent female members of your congrega my glad duty to testify to my firm belief 
tion, duly assembled at their ntxt appoin- iu fci.is the ‘Faith of our Fathers.’ Even
ted sewing circle or tea party, and may at this late day of my life and religious
not your fate as the next rector bang experience, I feel like crying out with St. 
critically upon the favorable impression Augustine : ‘Too late have I known 
you may have made upon the wife of the Thee, 0 Beauty, ever ancient and ever 
senior warden? Should it happily fall to new ! too late have I loved Thee !’ 
your lot to be a vicar’s curate, certain “You warn me of my surroundings, 
other qualifications might make your and bid me beware of Jesuitical
divine calling more acceptable to the in- influence ; but let me say that my
mates of his household. Even the vicar’s only guide in my reformation 
daughters might wish to inform themsel- has been my faith, my Bible, and my 
ves ts to your capabilities in lawntennis, American Cyclopaedia. I have neither 
or inquire as to other evidences of your approached nor been approached by any 
muscular Christianity, And, 1 ask you, member of this faith in regard to my re- 
why should this not be so ? You are their ligious conviction, and it would be im- 
minister, not the Lord’s, You must con- possible for them to make it any stronger 
fess that it is Parliament that has given or more sincere. The only Catholic pub- 
you your credentials, and England will Ueatlon that ever came into my hands, 
loot the hills. But 1st us leave the peo- previous to my conversion, was that da- 
Plei direct our attention to the mioie- lightful and c nvincing work of out Catdi-

now ?” he said. “Your Majesty,” replied are to be counted on for attempting to 
Deak, “must abandon the war, and restore put into practice the theories of atheistic 
;o Hungary her rights.” When a kid anarchy.
what aul ilurgary could promise iu time It i», on the whole, instructive to 
of war, he said : ‘ At prêtent, nothing. , observe that the same errors which the 
Hungary is dead. The one thing aud the i Caiholic Church condemned centuries ago 
only thing, that can set free her bandsand | as offensive to U.>d and injurious to the 
br« a he new life into her is the concession h st interests of man are propagattd to­
ol Parliamentary government. If Hun day by the descendants of their eailieet 
gary is to do anything fur the monarchy, neophytes.—Catholic Review 
it can only be under a government which 
is the txprtsrion of the national will, aud 
is regaided by the talion as a guaiantte 
of ite rights.”

Opposition was still continued to a 
settlement by gloomy elatvsmen like Bel- 
credi, but the Emperor was not unrniud 
ful of the lay of light which the Sadowa 
incident had thrown upon the situation, 
and his final resolve took effect in the 
Rescript of February, 1867. So ended the 
last stage of the controversy revived so 
bUicesri ully in the Easter ot 1865 ; and so 
we hope may end the controversy of this 
Easter iu the spring of 1887. We are 
willing that the Act should be gracious, 
nut foiced ; we^desire a concession and 
not a capitulation ; we want no Sadowa 
to precipitate events. Andyetthi horizon 
is not altogether without its shadow, and 
it might be well for all partie*, that the 
ranks were closed up. There is a further 
coincidence which we wish to n for to 
befo»e we close this Easter episode, and it 
comes nearer home. It wns during the 
Easter time of 1880 that Mr. Gladstone 
started on his victorious carver ending iu 
the pasting of the Laud Ac’, aud of that 
groundwork uf his present measure, the 
Franchise Act. With him as leader aud 
the vast democracy of thise kingdoms as 
followers, we have no doubt but that a 
m w career ii being opened fur the two 
couutrieb—that at last, passions, pivjtnlic.es 
and delusions dying out, the two nations 
may once for all sa1', in the beautiful 
Words of the Easter Epistle : “Therefore 
let us feast, not with the old leaven, nor 
wi ll the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.”

Written tor The Pilot.
Cltftlir sb Old Account—April 9,1886.

A by it n that gat here on ite way the grow­
ing aound,

Te Deum grandly circles earth

one

Oat deep
were cer

tainly brought to btar upon me ; but do 
you a-k lor more piuciical evidences 
wherewith 1 can establish my belief ? 
Happily, iu the practice of my pro 
fession I am furnished with mai.y. It 
is a false ami weak religion that will noL 
bear the criticism and contact of every 
day life, aud, as a physician, my oppor­
tunities iu these respects are not wanting 
If a tree is known by Its fruit, I have much 
to testify t as regards the inner life of 
tho*e professing the Catholic faith. With­
out waiting to dwell upon the impressive 
death-bed scenes which I have often wit­
nessed among members of this religion, 
where its last consolations are never neg­
lected, 1 have yet to be approached fur 
the first time by either a Catholic woman 
or wife seeking the destruction of unborn 
life. Never have I been called upon, in 
a practice of over twenty years, to usher 
into existence the illegitima e child of a 
member of this fold, which, ala- ! in both 
respects, a matter of common occurr­
ence among those who do not 
acknowledge and partake uf the sacramen­
tal g ace, aud who deny the faith of this 
holy religion. During my experience as 
a physician, 1 Lave only in two instance™ 
been called upon to treat Catholic

you, England, you, and
yon alone !

You drove the Irish race, despised, to every

And now from 
■ends back

Response that shakes the lightning’s 
on It* irack !Oar triumph te the world’s; dispersion made 
It ao ;

And this stands first among the British debts 
we o e—

a debt we fairly pay In kind :
Wherever on this globe an Irish tongue
Or Irish 'pen can write, this praise for aye 

shell swell—
“You i Eie laud’s clearest heads were leagued 

to right our wrong ;
Her rohi*-'i. hearts to give our paean echoes 

long !”

For thisITS.

;fr< every zone the Irish race 

fingere familr, 
All agm 
a parents.

A WORD TO CATHOLIC YOUNG 
MEN#
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From the Messenger.

There is a duty incumbent upon all of 
us which we are too apt :<> overlo. k. It 
is a veiy important one, indeed, and 
accordingly as it is discharged well or ill 
shall we be punished or rewarded, it is 
to labor for the sanctification of others 
irrespective of position, talent, character, 
religion, it fluence, or any of the various 
circumstances in which human lut i cast 
It is a positive duty binding on e« cry one 
aud very urgent iu it* nature, s upon 
its proper fulfilment Gud has hi „»d the 
salvation of numerous souls. M »uy are 
in hell to-day whom Judas might have 
savid, had ho been a faithful apostle. 
Many more are iu heaven .who would 
have been castaways forever, had Saul 
steeled hi* heart to the voice of God 
pleading with him on ihe road to Dama- 
cus.

pro-

We thank yon England, that the Faith you 
si rove to tear

pp«r there, 
carried In an

Took root Iu every soil that gave those exiles 
rest I

Ite loftiest Temples lift to-day their sacred

lam's where but for you It scarce had 
raiaed a shrine !

In Heaven’s face, for this our holiest thanks 
are due—

For thla tb« world, with ue, a debtor stands 
to you !

A debt we fairly pay In kind :
That Faith your British Isle, y our Australian

uls but aank each year the 

exiled nation's patient

From
dee

And,

O’er

young
men si florin k from the ifftcts ut ill cit in­
tercourse. My same recurd will stai d as 
a melancholy evidence as regards those 
over whom the restraining i fluences uf 
a iivi g religion have no t tt’ect. And may 
I ask you to answer nit.—why is thL- ? 
Does it come from the power of a faith 
over men and women tha is ‘full uf error 
and superstition’? Then I say, God bless 
aud foster that religion, and may my cons 
and daughters grew up a: d be developed 
under its benign influence !

“It may be that we are ‘bound for the 
tame port,’ if nut sailing on the same 
course. Yet my aik of safety I shall 
liken to a ship that is well equipped, well 
officered, and Well manned. The discip­
line of her crew was never questioned, 
aud they are as anxious for the safety of 
her cargo as those to whom it it consigned. 
Her compass never varies—no gross metal 
ever causes its needle to deviate. Her 
chait was traced by the hand of the Chief 
Captain of our salvation, and the one 
which cntrols its tiller is never weary or 
unnerved. Her pathway over the long 
and tempestuous voyage of life is lit from 
b< ginning to end by her seven sacra­
mental light*. Her dying child on board, 
aud during any period of her pas age, even 
when ankle deep in that last icy stream, is 
sustained and e im foiled with the assur 
ance that from the cradle to the grave 
this Holy Church will watch over her 
children with more than a mother’s solici­
tude and love.

“As regards your vessel, I miuht make 
comparisons odious (for I have served as 
an officer on board ). I might doubt as to 
the validity of her papers—whether her 
captain was duly commissioned. Her 
rotten timbers aud weakened keel are not 
a matter of surprise to me, but I am 
startled at the ind ffeieut behavior and 
mutinous condition of her crew. Self- 
pr< servaiiun is the firot law of our earthly 
nature, and where eternity is at stake we 
can not be tuo solicitous as to that future. 
I shall never cease to pray that your 
haven of rest may yet be found in that 
sheltered harbor, whose breakwater is the 
Catholic Faith ; and you will find me at 
all times ready to unite with you in 
that golden maxim of our common Chris 
tianity : Let us love one another.’ ”

Win seize, till you yourself grow Catholic

We thank you for the sons you seul to Ire­
land's soli

To drive her own te alien home and abject 
toll ;

Yonr blood Is In yoi ________ ______
veins this Hour,

Bat beats with I reland’s truest pulse against 
your power !

You've sharply learned that tho’ your stamp 
Is on their name®,

The proudest title their ambition sternly

Is that of Irishmen, so close their hearts 
have grown

To hers, the dearest mother you have made 
their owu 1

A debt we fairly pay li
Since Ireland lent he 

knew no pause,
To lead your husie, adorn y our letters, make 

ur laws I

None are e xempt fiuin the obligations 
of this mission. This mvau», however, 
for its accoinplLbuieht depend on many 
causes aud vary indefinitely, Tbe poor 
aud unlearned must work it out in one 
way ; the rich man and scholar in quite 
another—the situations uf their life being 
different and the radius of their ii fluence 
vary ii g with the circle in which they 
move. Perhaps no walk uf life is better 
suitid*for it than that of the Caiholic 
youth. The social character of Lis posi­
tion is a<l justed to every plane of sc eiety 
and givtsa recommendation which nothing 
t Le can supply. The priest’s inUsion, 
sublime and h ly as it i-, is necessarily 
limited, lie is debarred by the very 
nature of his calling from extensive social 
intercourse. The married man has either 
outgrown his fondness for it or absorbed 
in the cares of his household, and has 
little time and less inclination to 
its requirements.

The young man has the field all to him­
self. Society, iu its broadest sense, is his 
element and sphere. At the club or 
“social,” in the drawing room, “on 
change,” “down town,” anywhere at all, 
he is welcomed, given a ht«ring, and, if 
he bring to his work prudence, zeal and 
force of character, can make himself felt 
for good. Into these surroundings he 
must carry his religii n not abruptly, still 
effectively. The lessons gathered at ho
in chuich, fiom associations abroad,___
11 Cion, he must weave with his talk for 
the sake of people who either never knew 
the ttuth or else allowed it to drop out of 
their mind®.
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THE ORIGIN OF MODERN ANARCH- 
ISM.

yo

But, England, for the hard-won boon you 
proflVr now

thanks to you we pay—no pledge to > ou 
we vow !

No, In the name of genercue nations, great 
and stromr,

Who aided us to wreat what you had grasped 
so long !

In the name of Ireland’s patriot dead, 
whose dust

’neath her footstere, while, with

No Everybody has had a hearty laugh at 
the rilly malice of the English papeis 
which charged the recent disturbances at 
Chicago to Irishmen.

It is a curious subject., this prevalence 
in certain quarters of a hatred fur law aud 
the conventional forme of civil zed so iety. 
How happens it that anarchism is so per 
siatent in these quarters aud has scarcely 
any existence elsewhere ? Certain 
lions ul Englishmen, Germans, B uhemian*, 
Frenchmen and Italians comprise the en 
tire anarchistic party, whether speculative 
or active. Who are those anarchist*, aud 
whence have they received their gloomy 
demoniac dislike of g od, the restraint 
of tbe passion*, and general peace aud 
contentiLeut ?

It would be unjust to say that anarch­
ism is the offspring of Protestantism, and 
silly as well as ui just, for there was 
anarchism before Friar Martin Luther 
broke his vows and stirred up a ferment 
in Germany. But there are facts to show 
that a archy is an elder sister of Protest 
autism, or, at all event*, that the two are 
collaterally re’ated by a common ancestry. 
Protestants have been very fond of the 
All igenses aud Waldensis, of John 
Wycl lie and John Hush ; though, pro­
bably, fur the mod pait without knowing 
much really in toward to these ol j-;cts ot 
their aff.ctiou. Yet the Atbigeuses a».d 
Waldenees were true anarchists in every 
practical sense. They set themselves up 
above the law, iegarded it as wrung to 
obey sinful men iu office, and favored an 
• qual distribution of property. Their 
views of marriage are well known. To 
the saint*, according to their doctrine*, 
nothing was sinful, and they, of course, 
were the saints. Wx cliffe’s disciple*, the 
Lollards, were in England very much what 
the Albigenses were for France, and what 
the Waldt-nses became for Northern Italy, 
haters of the law aud society and envious 
of the good things enjoyed by others. It 
was they who sang.

“When Adam delved and Eve spun, 
Where wa» then the gentium*u ?"

The modern atheists and anarchists of 
England are, for the must part, descen­
dants of the Lollard*.

The regions of France most fatally 
affected by Albigenses and similar con­
temporary sects, are precisely the region* 
where, afterward», the Huguenots were 
most numerous. To-day tbe nucleus of 
the atheistical, anarchist faction, that has 
worked so much havoc in France, is com­
posed of the descendants of Huguenots.

John Hubs, according to the fashion of 
his time, was put to death for his mischiev­
ous doctrine*, which were similar to those 
of Wycl ffe, from whom he had learned 
them. But the mischief he set on foot 
was not destroyed, by any means. Though 
civil wars, rebellious, aud compromise*, 
the hatred of law aud the

answtr

No,

Throbs
falthlui hand and Just,

Bhe moves before the world to write their 
epitaph ;
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Readii g will help him immensely to 
this end. Contact with the minds of 
Catholic author», especially iu cunt rover- 
rial work*, will give b'ni the intellectual 
balance Utcensary to pui-t hi* dait aright 
in coi fliet v i«h those outside the Church. 
Fur lhe™e wo.ks, iu most case*, are the 
fruit of reeeaich and siu ly—armoru*. sh 
it were, in which lie stored the wtapons 
of Catholic warfare. In them error is 
refuted, caluu nies exploded, argumenta 
offered, warning* given, system* of at-, 
tuck p nposed, and a correct value set 
upon religious precept. Catholic 
paper*, phampblet* and magnznvs a!*o 
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A PROTESTANT DOCTOR’S CONVER­
SION. A PARALLEL.

news(From the Dublin Freeman's J. u nal.)
At Eastertide some twenty years ago, 

Austria and Hungary were debating the 
tame question which at this Easter of 1886 
absorbs the attention of England and Ire­
land. The controversy between the two 
countries at both sides of lliu Leiiha, ter­
minated in 1867 in the gr«at hall of the 
Natioi al Museum at Peeth. The Emperor 
restored the Constitution of Hungary and 
formed a responsible Hungarian Ministry. 
This event, long worked for, aud waited 
for, by Deak, wu« précipitaitd by his fam- 

Easter Article in the Teeti Naplo in 
i860. His words read like th se of the 
Prime Minister on the memorable 8th of 
this month. He declared that danger to 
the unity of the Monarchy arose not so 
much in Hungary as from those Austrian 
statesmen who had attacked her Constitu 
tion and her laws. Her free Constitution 
was not opposed to the integrity of the 
Empire, but on the contrary, often had 
helped in times of danger to preserve it. 
Ia one sentence be sketched the attitude 
wh'ch his country would assume in her 
hour of freedom, and time and place 
being changed, his words might fittingly 
come from the Irish leader of to day, when 
plagued with demands for guarantees and 
promisee of good behavior. Deak declared 
that “while the Hungarian Nation would 
never give up its constitutional indepen­
dence, it was prepared, when once this 
would be restored, to take such legal 
measures as might be proved necessary for 
bringing its Jaws into harmony with the 
stability of the monarchy.” The Emperor 
was not deaf to the “Eaeter” appeal. In 
June he visited Buda Death. Some years 
before a Royal rescript wa* read there 
calling upon Hungary to give up her 
ancient Constitution. It was received 
with chilling silence. But on this J une 
visit the hall rang with cheers to hear from 
the Emperor words of sympathy with 
Hungarian aspiration».

Be ide the coincidence of time in the 
initiation of this last stage of the negotia­
tions we cannot fail to maik also a coin 
cideuce uf fact. Just as His Grace the 
Archbishop of Dublin expressed the other 
day, with powerful effect, the opinions of 
the Caiholic Bishops to tbe Prime Minis 
ter, so on this occasion did Cardinal 
Szitowsky, the Primate of Hungary, tell 
tha Emperor in the name of hi* country, 
“that they would be faithful to the Prince 
who would guarantee to them their 
rights.” However, the emperor on hie re­
turn to Vienna was swayed from his 
intended course by these Austrian states­
men, the Chamberlains, Trevelyans and 
Goschens of to day. They prevailed for 
a time, but very soon more potent coun­
sellors came to the assistance of the waver­
ing monarch; the reverses of the struggle 
with Germany culminated in the defeat 
of Sadowa; both Schlesw’g and Holstein 
were gone, and Hungary, which looked 
coldly on, might soon follow.

The Emperor was alarmed. He turned 
from the Austrian 
the Hungarian patriot. “What shall I do
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to serve a purpose—the 
purpose, in fact, for which they aie de­
signed. What each oue is to read, and 
how, is nut our province to deteimiue. 
The young Catholic mu*t discover that 
for himself, being careful always to make 
his selections tally with the bent of indi­
vidual disposition aud his own peculiar 
line of thought. Thu* armed he may 
sally forth, assure 1 that a good woid heie 
aud a good deed there will tfLct marvels.

To insure this rtsult h - must go a step 
further and acquaint himself with the 
religious needs aud problems uf the day. 
This has regard particularly to the beliefs 
of ProtiHtauts among whom he liv*1* and 
moves. To them he primarily addressee 
himse.f. He mustiu some way grasp their 
situation and, compiehtnding their practi­
cal difficulties a* against Catholic*, qualify 
uimHelt to refute them till there is left 
in the minds uf hie companions “no hinge 
or loop to hang a doubt on.” Fur iu the 
multitude of cases there is really nothing 
headstrong or malicious in the Protestant’s 
position. His ignorance of Catholic doc­
trines is often much greater than 
imagines Fnqueutly it i* only a mis­
conception of tome one point of our belief 
that obscures the truth. Mure frequently 
still it ie a prejudice consequent upon 
early training, wuich u few wurd* of kind 
ii structiun from a Catholic friei d would 

*nvy °f th® speedily remove. In the lives uf diatin- 
well to do which Hues had introduced guiehed converts like Cardinal Newman 
among his followers in Bohemia, coutiu- and Dr. ItrowiiMon we are made to see 
ued to flourish. The Bohemian Czechs ilvs. They have given u* candid re- 
are a fiue race, intelligent, impulsive, im- heansals of their struggles fur light, and 
aginative, and unquestionably brave, we marvel, as they theiu»elvcs did af «r- 
Ihose of them'W ho are Catholics ar«*, a* ward», at the ubstecle* they s< met unes 
a rule, industrious, well-behaved geuer- met and dr< amed in»urinoutrahie. Wbüt 
ally, sociable and hospitable to a degree iu said of th,m is equally applicable to 
not often found among European race», many other*, were the story of their li\e« 
and altagether excellently well adapted to 1 unfolded.
become valuable citizens of the United A thorough knowledge of Catholic dvc- 
btates. But the Czechs who trine and zval for it* propsgation is 
retain the Ilusrite traditions, and there thing. The manner in whuh both are tu 
are many of them who do, are capable of he u>ed advantageously i* quite another 
causing much trouble. The Poles arc of The y ,m g Catholic’» mission, to be n <•’ 
the same Slavonic race us the ( Zichs, end ceenful, must be exercised wir-ely aid well, 
speak a sister dialect of the Slavonic Nothing give* the com t rsign soon, i to 
languahe. They are nearly all Catholic* men’* hearts than ki d deeds aud hoLts- v 
at.d therefore not likely to be if any ,f purp. so. Charity must pervade *i,<l 
assistance in the propaganda of anarchy. *auciify all he doe*, and in the upright 
A rigid investigation will riuw that few ness of his own cnduct he niubt set forth 
I uhs have been involved in tbe recent the teachings of that icligion which he 
anarchist troubles, ai d these principally œks other* to admire and embrace, 
lules partly Prussianized. But the Pule*, However wo mr.y chouse to explain it ; 
like the ( ztchs, are a fearless people, and PiotestanU look fur virtue in then Caiho- 
hence a few of them will count for much lie neighbors more than iu other*, and are 
ln anJ disturbance. And many uf these les* willing to make allowance for their 
so called lules are not Poles but Letts, fault*. This fuel is not to be gain said, 
descendants of a people who as late as the Probably it is because they are eatitfied 
sixteenth century were still pagan*, whose that our standard of holiness is u high one, 
chief deity was a snake, and that virtue in a Ca h< lien cans reality,

Ihe German anarchists, ehii fly debc^nd- and not sentiment or show. No Catholic, 
ants of the first couverte to Protest intibin, therefore, can influence them othtrwise 
are more numerous than all the other then for evil who is not himself holy, 
elements of anarchy in the United Stale a, Charity, then, and holiness of life, affabil- 
together ; but M the Geirnau rac* is a ity aud go. d example aie the Cathol c 
philosophical, or, rather, a *i»* cularive youth’s only passports to success in the 
r*M, it is the descendants of Wjclffi «s, magnificent work to which God bis called 
Albigenses, Hugueno’s sod Hum tee who him.
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GIBBON, THE HISTORIAN.

A JE CIT*S SHARP BÜT JUST CRITICISM OF 
HIS METHODS.

The first of the series of lectures to be 
given at St. Xavier’s College, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, during consecutive Wednesdays in 
January ai d February, was delivered by 
the Rev. E A. Higgins, S. J., President of 
the Colbge, on the evening of the 12th 
instant, before an appreciative audience 
assembled to hear the learned lecturer in 
the new building. The theme with which 
Father Higgins regaled his hearers on the 
occasion was “A Skeptical Historian,” 
under which title he analyzed the claims 
of Gibbon to be considered as an impartial 
historian, in his celebrated work, ‘The 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.” 
The following is a succint account of the 
substance of Father Higgins’ lecture :
THE HISTORIAN'S QUALITIES WHICH GIBBON 

LACKS.
History, of the highest class, consists 

not only of the mere compilation of an­
nals, but also of philosophical and logical 
inferences on men and things derived 
from the facts under consideration. The 
excellence of a historical work will vary 
inacordance with the point of view of the 
historian, guided as he will be by p 
pies of more or less correct logic. Judged 
by this critical standard, Gibbon has failed 
completely as a historian. His work is a 
collection of sophism, every one of which 
reveals the animus he entertained towards 
Christianity and his leaning towards 
Paganism; and the only redeeming points 
are tbe beauties of style and certain 
descriptive passages where his merits as a 
writer could not be trammeled by phil­
osophic considerations.

HOW GIBBONS BSCAME AN INFIDEL.
To account for Gibbon’s hatred of 

Christianity the story of his life furnishes 
ns with a clue. While a student at ( Ixfonl 
University he was converted to Catholic­
ity through resdirg Bosauei’s “Histoire 
des Variations,’’a work on Protestantism. 
His bigoted father, on becoming ac­
quainted with the fact, strove by every 
means in his power to detach his eon from 
Catholicity, and amongst other measures 
sent him to Lausanne, in Switzerland, 
where he was placed under the charge of 
a Mr. Farillard, tha programme of whose 
instructions was to make him (Gibbon) 
lose his faith by every device that that 
gentleman’s ingenuity could contrive. 
After passing a year with Mr. Parillard 
and the letter’s equally worthy wife, 
Gibbon came out into the world an apos­
tate and even more than that. For he had 
become imbued with an active and intense 
hatred of Christianity, Inspired, no doubt, 
by the maehinatione of the Parillards, 
husband Mid wife, to compus hie perver­
sion.
CONCEIVING THE PLAN OP HI8 HISTOBT.
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