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By MARY ROWENA COTTER.

(Continued from page Eleven.)

“Jack, dear Jack,”’ she said in an
agonizing tone which proved that he
was still all the world to her,
“please do not ask me such a ques-
tion. I cannot bear to hear it. I still
love and respect you as one of the
truest friends God has given me; but
4f you must know the truth, I will
tell you that I love you too much
to have you take upon yourself the
burden of a blind wife.”

“Is that it, Margaret?’’ and could
she have seen the bright smile which
came over his face she would have
found it hard to keep her resolution;
“then I will volunteer to take what
you call a burden upon myself and
we shall yet be happy together.”

“Jack, I would never have told
you so much had you not fore2d it
from me. but my decision has bern
made so please do not urge the mat
ter further.”’

“Think well of what you are say-
ing. I have prepared a home for you
and I could not give it to another.””

After some hesitation she said,
is not for me to say whom you s
marry, for you have a right
choose for yourself, but'—she paused
again—'‘I have often thought that
my darling sister Nellie would make
as good and true a wife as you could
find. I dreaded to have her go back
to the mill alone when it was built,
and they sent for her, for you know
that go she would in spite of all we
could say because she said her mo-
ney was needed at home. Not
that, but she has declared (hat she
would work until she had returned
every cent you spent for me at the
hospital.””

““Nellie is wrong,
spent for you was a free gift
almost any of your friends here could
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only

little 1T
which

for, the

not have denied under the circum-
stances, so she nced not think of
paying it.”’

Scarcely, heeding his words she add-
ed, ““Jack, you said you wished m>

to enjoy the home you have bought
for me
when father and mother are old and
I will be too much of a burden
them you may permit your wife
give a home with yourselves

Jpoor blind sister,””

if you marry Nellie, perhaps,

on
to
10 her
! “Jack saw that Margaret was firm
in her purpose and her words remind-
ed him that there had been a time

when it would have been hard to
have told which of the sisters he pre-
ferred. He almost believed now that

he had chosen the elder because she
was nearer his own age, while Nellie
had seemed like a mere child. But
Nellie was a woman now as old and
far more experienced in the ways of
the world than her sister had heen
when he first asked her to be his
wife. It was a long time,
before he could bring himself to {lly
break his part of the engagement
with Margaret; but having learned at
last that Nellie could fill her place in
his heart he went to the city to ask
her consent.

Nellie could scarcely believe she un-
derstood aright, and she at first re-
fused the place which should have
been her sister’s, but when she learn-
ed that it was Margaret’'s earnest
wish, she gave him some hope but
told him that he must wait uulil
some of the younger children were
able to take her place in helping su-
port the family.

however,

CHAPTER yII.

APPLE BLOSSOMS.—It was cu
another bright May morning five
years after the girls had come home
that Nellie and Jack were married
with a nuptial Mass in the little
church at home. The altar was dez-
orated with pink and white apyple
blossoms, because Margaret hada in-
sisted upon it on account of the ro-
grance, which was the only beauty
she could enjoy from them.

“None of the \guests appeared hap-
pier than she, when she sat beside
the fair bride at the table, but in the

~ afternoon she disappearcd, and the
aged grandfather, who was the first
10 miss her, hobbled out to find her
alone in the orchard, tears Ialling
 from her sightless eyes.

““Poor child,” whispered the old

man putting his al:ns around - her,”’
I am very sorry for you.” 5
“I know you are, grandpa, Iut
QGod is just. I suppose that T shonld
ot complain b he has puni
‘for my pride.”
“child, God is just, Lmt it 18
see your sweet young life he-
ike this. T can ym.

is

Pure Hard Soap.

sugar to each pound of fruit. A

@m sliced lemon with the seeds removed
! T may 9l]so be added. Cook for one
ol hour longer, and put away in

wi
ful of baking powder. Mix it thor-
oughly through the dry crumbs be-
fore adding the other ingredients. A
llght and flufly dressing is the result.

RAISIN JAM is dainty  with
which few housekeepers seem to be
acquainted, but one worth knowing
about in a city, where little preserv-
ing is done, Wash and drain seedless
raisins and to each pound allow a
cupful  of cold water. Cook gently ;
for an hour, and put in a cupful of

long ere we shall both have our sight
in Heaven.'’

“I hope So, grandpa, but while we
remain here we shall never be separ-
ated, and can make each other’s path
brighter.”’

““God bless you, dear child, for you
indeed make my days very bright.”’
Both Jack and Nellie tried to pre-
vail upon Margaret to come and live
with them at once, but she refused,
saying that she would never leave
heregrandfather, but a stronger mo-
tive, of which they remained ignor-
ant, was that she could not visit the
home her folly had caused her 10
lose.

During  the Margaret's
health failed rapidly, and on the ap-
proach of autumn she was confined
to her bed. One morning in Octo-
ber, after receiving Holy Communion,
which was brought to her once a
week, she spoke for the first time of
dying.

‘‘Nellie,”” she said to her sister who
sat beside her, ‘I tear that the end
has almost come, and I want you to
be very Kind to grandpa when I am
gone. It will not be long, for I can
see that he is failing fast and he will

summer

soon follow me."’

“Do not talk that way, Margaret,
for I cannot bear to hear it. I know
grandpa is failing, and I fear we
shall soon lose him; but you, dear
sister, you are young and will soon
grow strong again, and after grand-
pa is gone you will come to live with
us.””

““No, Nellie, T will not, for
thing tells me that I must go ahead
to greet dear grandpa when his time
comes.””

“You are too gloomy, and
not harbor such thoughts.””

some-

should

‘I cannot help it, but it does make

me

years.’

the task of imparting the news as
gently as possible. He did not show
the expected signs of grief, but. his
face brightened as he said:

“It seemed too bad to have her
young life darkened as it has been,
and she was too youmg to die, but
the ways of God are just. She has
been the sunshine of my last days
and now, I am not sorry she has

gone before me.’’

Before dawn the old man had gone
to joir his darling in the bright
home where they could both see for
all eternity.

The double funeral, which took
place two days later, was attended
by a large crowd, and the little
church could not hold them all. Few
strangers there were who came, be-
cause they had never known two
corpses to be in that church at once;
but the most of them were true
friends who had known and loved the
old man for years, and had fairly
idolized Margaret, who had borne
her affliction with such angelic sweet-
ness as to endear herself to all. What
surprised everyone was that both coi-
fins were covered with apple blos-
soms for every flower had been pick-
ed for that purpose.

After it was all over Nellie in
speaking to the physicians said:

“Can you tell me doctor the
cause of my sister’'s death.”

The reply was, ‘‘Her lungs have al-
ways been weak since she was over-
come by the smoke in the fire, and T
from the first that her life at
but a few

real

knew
most could be prolonged

His keen eyes had discoversd more,
but he never told it, for he would
run no risk of marring the perfect
happiness of Nellie’s married life by
letting her know that her sister
might have lived for many years had

little sad to think that I must
xu-n there are so few flowers. If
I could only live until the apple I
trees blossom again, but I shall
never see them. You will pick the
first apple blossoms next spring and
put them on my grave, will you not,
dear sister?’’ 3
At that moment their youngest
brother rushed into the room all ex-
citement, exclaiming:
““Oh, Margaret! guess what I have
found.”’
‘I could not guess, please
dear. Something wonderful, I know.’
‘““You bet it is for this time ol
year, and I think God made the blos-
som just to please you because you
are so kind to everybody."
Nellie looked in stlent amazement
on what her brother held in his hand
and Margarct's face DLrightening, she

die

tell me

said:
“I imagine that I smell apple blos-
soms, but it cannot Le, for this is
October and the trees bear only ripe
fruit now.”
“You are right,”’ exclaimed the
boy; ‘‘one of the greening trees in the
north orchard has a whole limb all
in blossom and here are two bunches
for you.''*
She pressed the fragrant flowers to
her lips thanking God for sending
them to her, then handed back one
bunch saying:
“There, Willie, please give them to
grandpa, and tell him I send them."
The old man’s sight had not en-
tirely faded through it was very dim
and he could just see the declicate
flowers. He was too feeble to arise
from his chair to go to thank her,
for her, gift, but he sent his thanks
by the boy after having learned when
they came from.
“It's a sure sign of death,’”” said
the old man to himseli when alone,
“but Margaret and I are ready so
I do not care.”
Before mnoon, with her fragrant
treasure still held firmly in her hand,
Margaret passed peacefully away. Tt
was with difficulty that the stem was
removed from her grasp when the
‘undertaker came. :
As she had foretold, the girl had
gone vefore the old man, but  she
had been right in saying = that he’
would ' not linger long behind - her.

she not pined away with a broken
heart on knowing.that another filled
the place which but for her folly

might have been hers.

THE END.

Household Notes

GETTING OUT OF BED. — Don't,
jump np the first thing your eyes are
open. Remember that while you
sleep the vital organs are at rest.
The vitality is lowered and the cir-
culation not so strong. <A sudden
spring out of bed is a shock'to these
organs, especially to the heart, as it
starts to pumping the blood sudden-
ly.

Take your time in getting up.
Yawn and stretch. Wake up slowly,
Give the vital organs a chance to re-
sume their work gradually.

Notice how a baby wakes up. It
stretches its arms and legs, rubs its
eyes and yawns and wakes up slow-
ly. Watch a kitté;m wake up. First
it stretches out one leg, then another,
rubs its face, rolls over and stretiches
the whole body. The birds d.o not
wake up and fly as soon as their eyes
are open; they shake out their wings

and - stretch their legs, waking up
slowly., This is the natural way to
wake up.

WHAT TO EAT gives some useful
food tests, among them the follow-
ing: When purchasing coffee gather
a little in the palm of the hand and
press firmly. If it sticks together in
a ball, or cakes in lumps, it contains
some adulterating substance.  Pure
coffee falls apart when the hand is
opened. Butter, when heated, bub-
bles ~up and burns; oleomargarine
boils  cheerfully and bas a distinct
odor. Tiny booklets containing red
and blue litmus paper are to he had

y did not dare tell him at of

gl s. This jam keeps well, and is
liked by ¢hildren.

Consider from time to time what
passions are most predominant in
your soul, and having discovered
them, adopt such a method of think-
ing, speaking and acting as may
counteract them.
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. & McDONNELL,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT,
180 ST. JAMEN STREET,

..Montreal..

Fifteen years experience In counnee-
tion with the liquidation of Private
and Insolvent Estates. Auditing
Books and preparing Annual Report
for private firms, and publiec corpor-
ations a specialty.

TELEPHONE 1183

PATENT SOLICITORS.

Ve

mith Bros. ranite Go
e
Monuments direct from our own
quarries to the cemetery No middle-
men’s profits.
If you are in need of a memorial
of any kind call and see us at
290 BLEURY STREET,
(Just below Sherbrooke.)
P.S.—~Make your own terms as to
payment.

M. SHARKEY.

Real Estate and Fire Insurance Agent

1340and (723 NOTRE DAMEST.,
l_ollrenl.

Valuations made of Real Estate. Per

sonal supervision given to all business,

Telephone Main 771

GONROY BROS.

228 Centre Street,

Practical Plumbers,Gasand SteamFitter

ELECTRICand nECHANICAL
BELLS,ete.

‘Tel. Main 3582. Night and Day Services

\

TerLepPHONE 3833

THOMAS 0’GONNELL

MNealerin General Household Hardware , Paints

Oils,and & fine line of Wall Papers,

Cor, Murray and Ottawa

STREETS.
PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

6AS, STEAM 2nd ROT WATER FIITER

RUTLAND LINING, FITR ANY BTOVE

OHEAP,
Oraers promptly attended to. :~: Moderate

eharges ..-:A trialsolicited.

Wesolicit the business of Manufacturers, En.
gineers and others who realize the advisability of

having thei?”Patent business transacted by Ex-
perts, Preliminary advice free, Charges mode.
rate. Our Inventors’ Help, 125 pages, sent upon
request. Marion & Marion, New York Life Bidg,
Montreal : and Washington, D.C., U.S A,

attended to.
Resid

K8TABLISHED 1864.

G. 0’BRIEN,

House.Sign ana Decoralive Painter

PLAIN AND DECORATIVE
PAPER-HANGER.

Whitewashingand Tinting Orderspromptiy
Terme moderate

646, Office 647, Dorchester stroet

ROOFERS, Eto.,!

oast of Bleurystreet. Montreal.

Bell Telephone, MaiR. 1405,

The Plain Truth Tells

S e kR

In roofing as in everything else, if

Plain and Ornamental Plastering.
all kindg promptlyattendedto
nished . Postal orders attsnaed to. 15 Paris
Street, PointiSt Charies.

LAWRENCE RILEY,
PLASTHRER,

Successor teJohn Riley Establishedin 1!6?

. A Rar gt

ST. PATRICK'S 50
Clicry
_lished March 6th, lﬂﬁﬂyin
ated 1868, revised 4
Patrick’'s Fall,
treet, first

b-
1864 Corpor.

92 St,
Monday
1

month
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ST. PATRICK'S T, A, AND B, g
CIETY.—Meets on the seconq «
day of every month in § atrick’
Hall, 92 St Alexant;lersztri:: i
8.30 p.m. Committee of Ma,ua ﬂ‘L
ment meets in same hall on (glb
first Tuesday of every month ga¢ l:;.
p.m. Rev, Director, Rev, Jas, Kij)
loran; President, W, P. Doyle; Rm‘“
Secy., Jno. P. Guening, 716 \
Antoine street, St. Heni, o

e

.
ST. ANN'S T. A. & B. 8
established 1863, —Rey, (L'ffiff ;
Rev, Father McPhail; President l;
Aallery, M.P.; Sec., J. P, Qu;nnA
635 8t. Domintque street; M. J‘
treasurer, 18 St, Au ull'
street. Meets on the aecondg"Sux:
day of every month, in St, Ann’p
Hall, cormer Young and Ottawa
Streets, at 8.80 p.m,

econd Sy,

8T. ANN'S YOUNG MEN’
LN'S 80C

TY organized 1885.—Meets lnulpv.‘;-
hall, 157 Ottawa street, on the
first Sunday of ench month at
2.80 p.m. Spiritual Adviser, Ry
Father Flynn, C.88.R.; President
R. J. Byrne; Treasurer, Thomag
O’Connel; Rec.-Sec., Robt. J. Hart,

A.0.H. LADIES’ AUXLIARY, Dj.
vision No. 5, Organized Oct. 10th
1901. Meetings are held in 511T
Patrick's Hall, 93 St, Alexander'
on the first Sunday of each montb’
at 3.80 p.m., on the third Thurs-
day at 8 p.m, President, Miss An-
nie Donovan; vice-president, Mrs,
Sarah - Allen; recording-secretary,
Miss Rose Ward, 51 Young street:
financial-secretary, Miss Emme.
Doyle, 776 Palace atreet; treasur-
er, Mrs. Charlotte Bermingham ;
chaplain, Rev. Father McGrath.

Estimater fur-

your roof needs only a repair we

will candidly tell you so, if a new
roof is required we give a guaran-
tee for 10, 7 or 5 years, according
to prise. Our exXperts are at your
disposal, without extra cost. Can
we do anything for you?

GEORGE W. REED & CO,
Roofers, Asphalters, &c.,

7856 CRAIG STRERT,

OOCOA.

OHURCH BELLS,

100 ibs. to
10,000 Ibs.

Bolls 122:5%5% MeShane's

A.0.H, DIVISION NO. 6 meets on
the seeond and fourth Thursdays of
each month, at 816 St. Lawrence
Main street. Officers: W. H. Turner,
President: P. McCarl, Vice-President,
J. Emmet Quinn, Recording-Secre-
tary, 981 St. Denis street; James
Scullion, Treasurer; Joseph Turper,

NENEELY BELL COMPANY

TROY,N.¥%,,and
177BROADWAY ,NEW YORK Oféy.

Manufacture Superier CHURCH BELLS

Cowan’s

PERFECTION

Cocoa.

Fo00 FOR AL AEES. SET IT FAAM ANY GRIGE

BRODIE'S CELEBRATED —
‘SELF-RAISINC FLOUR

Is the Original and the Best.
A PREMIUM giverior ‘the smpty bag

returued to our Office.

10 .I.EURY’Q.. Montre:|
{

™ fal Secretary, 1000 St. Denis
street.
C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH

26.—(Organized, 18th November,
1878.—Branch 26 meets at St.
Patrick’s Ilall, 92 St. Alexander
St., on evary Monday of each
month. The regular meetings fox
the transaction of business are
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan-
cellor, F.J. Sears; President, P.J.
Darcey; Rec.-Sec., P. J. McDonagh;
Fin.-Secretary, Jas. J. Costigan:
Treasurer, J. H, Feeley, jr.; Medh

val Adyisers, Drs. H. J. Harrlson,
E. J. 0'Connof and G, H, Merrill.

+SUBSCRIBE NOW+-

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER

The frue witness P. &’P. Co.'y.

¥. 0. BOX 1138, MONTREA)

I hereby uﬁoﬂum tq 80
I ag13e t0 pay to your oraer at the

eets jy
Alexap.

VOI: Ll 1.

SEAMROCK

REV. ¥

It affords the ‘“True Wi
pleasure to reproduce g 1
ness of the zealous and g
of 8t. Gabriel’s parish,
who presided at an enthi
ception and banquet, tenc
parishioners to the Shan
crosse Team, champions o
on Wednesday evening in
the parish.

The ladies of the paris]
ned and carried out all t
the undertaking are dese:
praise for the successful
chieved. After full justic
done to the repast, Fathe
proposed the first toast c
ing ‘““The King.”” Then tk
Chairman welcome the
“The Only Team,” in wo
left no room f8r doubt as
miration for and loyalt;
“Boys that Wear Green’’
was a source of the greate
to realize that his parish
buted in no small. measure
cess of the team by givii
members to its ranks.

NOTES

CONVERSIONS.—Tha.t 1
regular and incréasing floy
higher and more learned
both in England ana Am
wards Rome. There is no
the current, and the days
each  bringing some fresh
until now surprise is not
but rather “matter of cous
the conversion of the Re
800, son of the htpbAm}ﬂ
Canterby_ vy, in England, ar
l_r. De Costa, the eminent
lian clergyman of New Yor
%ems to have grown
and more sweeping. '

It has become r
lican circles to d
tion for thig Won
marked change, ' Of
Catholic standp




