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(By & Regular Contributor.)

No matter how deeply interesting,
tow hopefully  inspiring, or how
gravely important are the ‘details d
the celebration of Ireland’s national
festival, in our ‘day, still the mind,
with an irresistible impulse, / rushes
tack up the hills of time, and perch-
ding upon some lofty eminence of the
tye-gone, loves to contemplate ' the
glorious era of Irell.nd'u story-
ages when the light of faith  firet
flashed upon the Island, and when
the legends that are drawn from the
mists of other days are woven into
the more solid texture of authemtic
Ihistory. On Tuesday last,
pu,pit and in hall, the glories of lh
Patrick were told, and the
facts connected with his evangelize-
dion of Erin were revived and repeat-
«d for the edification of all who par-
#icipated in the day’s celebration. It
is only necessary to read our repo
of all that transpired, here and
.where, to have a idea of the fidelity
with which every glory of the race
ihas been preserved and with which
each cherished memory’ is transmit-
téd to the custody of the comi
generations.

Turning, then, from the ecold,
«ever inspiring, details of a hi
that is so magnificent, it may ;
.be inappropriate to touch Hipon |
wonderful Legends of St. ' P
‘Remember, however, that the
illegend must be accepted in a
ent sense from that of fable,
4hese legends are historieal ""f
ilooking the' full confirmation 8]
«calm history demands. Into e
verse has Aubry De Vere 'm
these legends, and the reading/of his
almost epic production is a vewrit
education in Irish history. ¢

ot

thad completed that work, th

there is no more praiseworthy
-our language, and before
to the public, as an he
penned a preface that deserv
-repeated one every w
"17th March. Consoquqnw
-devote a column to W
-essay. It is thus De- Ver

“The anciént records’ of
‘bound  in  legends  re
greatest man and the test
“factor that ever trod i
+of these the earllar
more authentlc

R
SR

both in’

Tacitus
iy
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| Baint Patrick, the most \nhmble
 which ‘is the “Tripartite Life,’
by Colgan to the century at-
ter the saint’s death, though it has
mppeﬁaped later interpolations, The
work was long lost, but two copies
it were re-«discovered, one of
&ld\ has been recently translated
3y that eminent Irish scholar, Mr.
Hennessy. Whether regarded from
rgliglous or the philosophic
point of view, few things can be
more instructive than the ' picture
which it delineates of human nature
at a point of critical transition, and
the dawning of the Religion of Peace
dpon & race barbaric, but far indeed
from savage. That wild race regard-
gd it doubtless as a notable cruelty
when the new Faith discoutaged an

amusement so popular as battle; but

in many respects they were in sym-
pathy with the Faith, It was one
in which the nobler affections, as
‘well as the passions, retained ‘an un-
ted ardor; and where Nature is
“rqnxest and least  corrupted it
qum feels | the nced of something
higher than Itoelf, its interpreter and
its supplement. It prized the family
ties, like the Germans Tecérded by
and it tould not but have
been drawn to Christianity, which
ated them. Its morals  were

, and it had, not lost: that sim-

city to which so much, o(\ spiri-

al insight belongs. Admiration and
snder were among_{ts chief habits;

by mysteries in what professed to
bdnnx to t.ho Infinite. Lawless as it
it a.bounded ‘also in loyalty,
 generosity, and selfsacrifice; it was
ot, therefore, untouched by the rec-

of ml.rtyra.' e!hmples of seli-

ﬁith,' and the
nheritors of the

#ill then

they had made use of the
temples, purifying them first. = The
Christian religion looked witn a
genuine kindness upon whatever was
human, except so far as the stain
was on it. As legislator St. Patrick
waged no needless war against the
ancient laws,of Ireland. He purified
them, and he amplified them, dis-
carding only what was unfit for a
nation made Christian. Thus was
produced the great ‘Book of the
Law,’ or 'Scnchus Mohr compiled
A.D., 439..

‘“The’ Irish received the Gospel
gladly. The great and the learned,
in other nations the last to believe,
among them commonly set the ex-
ample. With the natural disposition
of the race an npp'ropriate culture
had concurred. That culture, without
removing the barbaric, had blended
it with the refined. It had, created
among the people an appreciation of
the beautiful, the pathetic, and the
pure. The early Irish chronicles, as
well as songs, show how strong am-
ong them that sentiment -had ever
been. The Borromean Tribute, for so

Pagan

many ages the source of relentless’

wars, had been imposed in vengeance
for an insult offered to a woman; an
unprovoked insull was regarded as
a grave moral offence; and severe
punishments were ondained, not only
for detraction, but for a = wourd,
though uttered in jest, which brought
a blush to the cheek of a listener. It
\yné not. that laws were wanting: s
code, minute in its justice, had pro-
portioned a penalty to every offence,
and _ specified the Eric which was to
mlpe out a stain. It was not that
henrts were ‘hard—there was at least
ag much pity for others as for seli.
It was that anger was implacable,
and theat where fear was unknown,
the war field was what among us
the hunting field is. i
‘“The rapid growth of learning as
well as. piety in the three centuries
‘succeeding the conversion of Ireland,
prove that the country had not been
without a preparation for
‘the gift. It had been the  special

76d | gkill of Saint Patrick to build. the

tood which was lacking upon that
ich. existed. Even the material
of Ireland he had pressed into

ol ites Fathers, and tasked
most critical of its trials. In
great character ' had . been

tion the foundations of a devout

» and a youth ennobled by
y. Everywhere we trace the
and the sweetness which be-
to it, the versatile mind—yet

#imple heart, the varying tact
fixed resolve, the large de-
aking counsel for all, yet  the
minute solivitude for each, the flery
zeal. yet the gentle temper, the skill
in using means yet the reliance on
God alone, the readiness . in action
with the willingness to wait, the
habitual scli-possession yet the out-
tbursts of an inspiration which rais-
led him above himself, the ‘abiding
conse!ausne:e of authority—an au-
thority in him, but not of him—and
yet the ever-present humility. Above
all, there burned in him that bound-
less love, which seems the main con-
stituent of the Apostolic character,
It was love for God; but it was love
for man also, an impassioned love,
and a parental compassion. It was
not for the spiritual weal alone of
man that he thirsted. Wrong and in-
justice to the poor he resented as
an injury to Cod. His vehement love
for the poor illustrated by his
‘Bpistle to Coroticus,” reproaching
him with his cruelty, as well as by
his  denunciation of slavery, vhich
piracy had introduced into parts of
Ireland. No wonder that such a
character should have exercised a
talismanic over the ardent
and sensitive race mmong whom he
labored, a race ‘easy to“be drawn,
but impossible to be driven, and
drawn m by sympathy than even
by bemefits. That character can only
be understood by one who- studies,
and sin a right spirit, that account
of his life which he bequeathed to us
shortly before its close—the -Confes-
sion of Saint Patrick.’ ”’

No wonder the man who wrote the
foregoing, as a preface to the ‘‘Leg-
ends of Saint Patrick,’”’ died a Cath-
olic. He must have been one in all,
except the name, when he penned
such an appreciation of Ireland’s pa-
tron saint.

The tite Life’”” thus ends :—
‘“After great miracles, there-
fore, after resuscitating the dead, af-
tor healing lepers, and the blind,
and the deaf, and the lame, and all
diseases; after ordaining bishops and
priests, and deacons, and people of
all orders in the Church; after teach-
ing the men of Erin, and after bLap-
tizing them; after founding churches
and monasteries; after destroying
idols and images and Druidical arts,
the hour of death for Saint Patrick
approached, He received the body of
Christ from the Bishop Tassach, ac-
cording to the counsel of the Angel
Victor. - He resigned his spirit after-
wards to Heaven, in the one hun-
-dred and twentieth year of his age.
His body is still here in the earth,
with honor and reverence. Though
great his ‘honor here, greater homnor
will be to him in the Day of Judg-
ment, when jhdgment will be given
on the fruit of his teaching, as of
every great Apostle, in the union of
‘the Apostles and Disciples of Jesus;
in the umion of the Nine Orders of
Angels, which cannot be surpassed ;

the union of the Divinity and Hu-
manity of the Son of God; in the
union, which is higher than all
unions, of the Holy Trinity, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost.”
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A NOTABLE JUBILE
column of the Scottish
ence of the London
take the following 1nteu§tmg Ltcms
of Catholic happenings in Scotland.

The silver jubilee of the restora-
tion of the Scottish Hierarchy falls
in this month, and will be celebrat-
ed in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Brough-
ton street, Edinburgh, on the 5th
inst., when High Mass will be cele-
brated by His Grace Archbishop
Smith, the Metropolitan, assisted
by the Bishops of Dunkeld, Aber-
deen, Argyll and Isles, and Gallo-
way,

The jubilee will also be celebrated
in the cathedral churches of the va-
rious dioceses, in presence ,of their
respective prelates. The date fixed
for the Glasgow celebration is Sun-
day, March 15th, in St. Andrew’s
pro-Cathedral, the preacher being
Canon Mackintosh,

It is interesting to note that of
the original prelates appointed to
the various dioceses in 1878 not one
gurvived. Edinburgh has lost three
archbishops since that time, Aber-
deen two bishops, Galloway one,
Dunkeld one by death and one by
promotion to the Metropolitan See,
Glasgow being the last to feel the
hand of death, when, on March 27th,
1902, the venerable Archbishop Eyre
(who was the doyen of the episcop-
ate in Scotland) was called away to
his last account. Argyll and the
Isles, so far, has lost none of its
prelates by death, its . first ruler,
Bishop Macdonald, having . been
transferred to the Metropolitan See
of Edinburgh before his death.

The re-establichment of the hierar-
chy here did not give rise to the
same display of ignorant indigna-
tion that the similar event oceused
in England. The prelates of the
Episcopal Church protested, against
Rome usurping their titles, but the
“Glasgow Herald’ voiced the feel-
ings of the community when it said
it was a guestion whether they had
not stolen their titles from Rome.
1 There was also a demonstration of

Orangemen on Glasgow Green, where

one Godirey burned the paper con-
taining the announcement of the es-
tablishment of the hierarchy, ' but
these were about the only ' hostile
demonstrations at the time. Need-

less to.say, the Church has advanc-
ed during this time, notably in the

\West of Scotland, where for some
years past almost every other week
sees the opening of a new mission.,

i

Knew Fifteen
Langnages.

The late Rev. William Gleeson, pas-
tor of St. Anthony’s Church, East
Oakland, Cal., would have enjoyed
the recenf celebration of the Papal
Jublleo in Cleveland. According to

"Snmd Heart Review,” he was
well ncqwnted with fiffeen lang-
regularly received, and
recreation, periodicals not

. Spanish, Italian,

but in

ic. In his early

ST, PATRICK’S, GLABGOW. —
When St. Patrick’s new church was
opened some bve years ago, it was
thought that there would be ample
aecommodnﬂon for the wng-regution

When hope and strength are failing,
And, with each passing day,
The sun of life is palling
With fast.declining ray;
My spirit fortifying,
Though I unworthy be,
Dear Patron of the dying,
St. Joseph pray for me!

A sweet and blessed shielding
In which our trust may rest,
Thy strong protection yielding,
To him who loves thee best,
A pilotage to Jesus
Across life’s stormy sea,
When earth’s last struggle ceases,
Do you remember me!

Amadeus, C, 8. F,,
Messenger.

St. Anthony's
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evidence of what may be achieved
through the co-operation of the laity
in charitable work may be inferred
from the following:—

At the public annual meeting of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
held in the Diocesan Hall, Glasgow,
presided over by His Grace the Arch-
bishop, the annual report for the
year was submitted. The income
was £5,421, being an increase of
£144 over the previous year, made
up as follows:—Church door. collec-
tions, £2,517; subscribers, £778;
secret collections, £428; charity ser-
mons, £788; concerts, etc., £328;
legacies and donations, £481; other
concerts, £112. The outlay totalled
£5,494, £2,811 of this being given
in cash, and over £1,000 in provi-
sions. Grants were given to refuges,
homes, and asylums, whilst £88
went to pay rents, £88 in assisting
the poor to help themselves, £48 in
free dinners, and £12 18s. in funer-
al expenses, the expenditure being
£70 above the income, There are
27 more active and 61 less honorary
members than last year. Familles re-
lieved, 4,677, numbering 20,748 per-
son§; visits at homes, 50,109y 12,-
568 free dinners supplied and 130
poor people sent to hospital com-
prised the rest of the report, which
was adopted on the motion of Nanon
Macluskey, seconded by Father
Stewart.

His Grace at the close of the pro-
ceedings congratulated the society
on its work. He wished he could see
a conference in every parish, ' and
that the society would go- on and
prosper.

ARCHBISHOP ILL. — Several al-
ﬁrming reports as to the state of
Archbishop Maguire’s health have
lately been in circulation through-
qut the city of Glasgow. Happily,
however, says the ‘‘Uniyerse’’ cor-
respondent, there s no immediate
dause for alarm., His Grace has
never heen very robust in health,
and having overworked himself has
been ordered a rest. We may state
that it is His Grace’s intention to *
.oin the great Scottish pilgrimage
which goes to Rome a few months
hence. :

MUCH IN LITTLE SPACE.~From
the following brief much food for
thought for Catholic minds is avail-
able.

‘“Canon M’Cay, of Coatbridge, has
had a relapse at Rothesay.-—-Missions
by Redemp'tornist Fathers were open-
ed on Sunday last at Hamilton, and
by Vincentians . at Partick. They
last for a fortnight.—Father O'Reil-
ly, St. Alphonsus’, Glasgow, cele~
brates his golden jubilee this year,
and already preparations are being
made for the event.—£300 remains
to bé subscribed to the ,Canon

O’Keefe memori‘-l altar recentl;




