' Dishops, priests;  ministers,

: h\vym snd ordinary po-
ticians—whom T have had occasion
ear speak in public, it is no easy

tter to Select the most intercst-

. and most_instructive, I will,
therefore, follow the decades, com-
wencing as I have done with 'the
seventies, and take them in batcheés
a8 I descend to the close of the last
seentury.  For this issue I purpose
dotting down a few lines about a
preacher whose naimne may not be
wvery familiar to the readers of the
““True Witness,’”” but whose presence
and whose cloquence must still be
fresh in the memo of many of
our French-Canadian fellow-citizens.
MOTHON, O.P. —
privilege of

' REV. PERE
Whosoever has had the
hearing Pere Mothon, the great Do-
miinican preacher, cannot easily for-
get the man. I use the word ""man’’
advisedly; for he was a ‘‘man’ in
every sense, and in the highest ac-
ceptations of that term. I have been
told by a gentleman who had heard
both Pere Mothon and Pere Mont-
sab that the latter was the great-
er orator of the two. Such is quite
possible; I never heard Montsabre,
and from the reading of his pub-
lished sermons and lectures, while
one can form an 1dea of his literary

to estimate at its proper value the
edect  of his spoken lang 3 In
what qualities he excelled Pere Mo-
thon 1 do'not know: but he needs
Bave been a marvel of eloquence
have produced 1y more  wonde
impr ions than those which Pere
Mothon imprinted upon the minds
and hearts of his hearers,

It was in 1878 that 1

+ grand  disciple of Saint
He was then connected, in a
porary manner; with the Dominican
couvent of St Hyacinthe He came
to Quebee for the purpose of deliver-
ing a lecture at Laval University,
and during his stay he preached two
scrmons in the old Basilica, He may
have preached others, but I onlv
heard the two in question. The first
sermon was on ‘‘Human Affection
the second, a sermon of about
teen minutes, on St. Joseph.
lecture w € Lis if I
member rightl vay, the text
of the lecture was published at the
time, in pamphlet form, as well

in several French-Canadian pape:
When a person speaks of a,  member
of the Dominican Order he naturally
Hhas to deal with either a born or a
trained orato As men vary i
talents they enjoy and the g
‘possess, so amongst the Dominicans
there are variou f ach-
rers—but they are ¢

~able and eloguent. , is an  Order
i preachers; its special mission is
%o fulfil fo the letter the command
“to o forth and teach all na-
tions its members are nog e

unless they give evic

aptitudes for public speaking

it is that ‘they all speak  well,
eniiy, eff?ctively, But in a vast com-
munity of men, uniy ally trained
in that particular branch, there are
necessarily ‘some who surpass in a
remarkable degree their fellow-mem-
bers, and there are alway a few
who tower sublimely above all the
others. -Of this last category T feel
cenfident that Pere Mothon was one.

heard this
Dominick.
tem-

preach-
were

“The characteristics of his
ing, as far as I could judge,
simplicity, fervor and illustration :
the most uneducated as well as the
“most. highly~instructed could * follow
him with ease, and receive impres-

ions calculated to last; the earnest-
ness of the man was evident in his
manner, his voice, his gesture, his
subdued fire of devotional fervor and
ligious earnestncs:
‘method of illustrating every idea bv
amiliar comparisons rendered his
treatment of a subject most enter-
taining, while it made it almost im-
possible for his hearers to forget
at he had said. His voice  was
“soft, musical and subdued; his

uré was elegant, ut times livel
never exaggerated, nor demon-
e; ‘Wwhile his fine stature and
as well as handsome fea-
ined with that peculiar

and his happy:

§ fanned

S Success as an ora
rested upon this remarkable, this
most. miraculous power of  illustra-
tion. In order that the reader may
fully understand what 1 mean I will
do like the great preacher, that is I
will give a few examples illustrative
of his style. It must, however, be
remembered that 1 amn merely quot-
ing from memory, and that what I
now transcribe in English was spok-
en in French. <While I can find words
to convey the meaning, yet I cannot
makea the Lnglish language express
the beauties and charms - of the
French. 3

Taking the short sermon on St.
Joseph I have a very striking exam-
ple of his method. His text consist-
ed of two words Justus est’’— he
was a just man. After pointing out
all * the perfections and characterig-
tics needed to constitute, the ** just
man,”" the preacher ran hurriedly
over the recorded events in, the !life
of St. Joseph, and indicated how
every quality of the ‘‘just man’’ was
to be found in that glorious, but
unostentatious life. As if summing
up all he had before said — and he
said ve muech in fifteen min-

preacher quietly and calm-

y proceeded thu Take a ray of
light, decompose it in a prism, and
vou have the seven colors of the
rainbow; combine those seven colors
and you have a rav of light.
the life of St. Joseph. He was
just man''—a 1 coming from the
sun of KEternal Justice. Decompose
that ray in the p: m of vour mind
and you will discover the seven
gifts of the Holy Ghost: reunite the
seveén gifts of the IHoly Ghost in one
and you have that beam of

that faith calls ‘‘the just

ray,
light
man.”’

Since the evening ou which T heard

that instruction I never hear the

name of St. Joseph mentioned that

I do not think of a ray of light in

a prism; and I never hear or read
about a ray of light, or a prism, or
a rainbow, or the seven gifts that I
do not at once think of S Joseph
If. then, that simple comparison has
stereotyped on my mind the idea of
the preacher, what must not have
been the beneficial efiects of his ser-
mons upon all who have ev heard
him? The man preach.d for his au-
dien about two thousand— in the
Quebec Basilica that night : but his
sermon was intended to survive that
hour and that dav, it was intended
to live on in years when that sym-
pathetic voice woul be forever s

lent

Still
illustration

more striking is one of the
sermon upon
He spoke, that
the ordinary af-
exists in the
nld  and  that i not in
any form derived from God nor di-
rected towards Him. It was a very
suitable subject for the wealthy and
ease-loving  members of the congre-
gation. After pointing out that no-
thing purely human can 1
that the perpetuation of a
must spring froim a higher X
or else it must soon go the way of
all  that is mortal, Pere Mothon
gave this example by way of illus-
tration.
“A traveller of the
snow,

in the woods
North anakes a fire in the
cooks his rude meal. and then pro-
ceeds on his w That night an-
other traveller comes along: he sees
the place where the other had taken
dinner. and he gathers an armful of
fagots, lights a fire warms himself
and goes to sleep in his blanket
During the night the fire dies dow
in the morning he awakens, lights a
strong blaze, absorbes all the heat
rossible, and the fire burns; then it
s out, another traveller coming
along finds only ashes where the hot
flames had so recently been. Towards
evening the snow falls. Then a third
traveller appears, but he cannot find
even a trace of the fire or a mark
of his predecessor's footsteps.
‘“Such is an image of the Human
Affection that has not its source' in
God.\During life the flame burns
warmly. A separation, a harsh word,
a misunderstanding, and, like the
fire of the traveller, the affection
dies awav.  Then a kindly deed, a
generous act, a pleasant expression,
a meeting after long absence,  and.
like the fagots gathered by the man
in the woods, the fire of affection is
rekindled, Then comes the yrand
howr of perpetual separation. Tt is a
death-bed scene. These vows of eter-
nal remembrance und undying love
are spoken. The blaze of affection is
into ‘s white ~heat by the

d { br7ath of circumstances.  The hour
] by

to the
- soul.

wloridus

portionately to the
confer upon the human race.

“ FLERTING MEMORIES.”

age we find poets,
audhors, thinkers, lamenting the
changes that progress and' improve-
ment operate in the world. l-Iéracq,
the most frequently quoted of Latin
poets, tells how ‘‘the times change,
and we change with them.” Racine,
the great French dramatic poet of
the seventeenth century, places an
almoest similar expression  on  the
lips of the faithful Isrpelite Abner,
in his immortal ‘‘Athalie,” when the
bold and brave cH¥rficter exclaims :
‘‘Que les temps sont changes!”” In
Gerald Griffin’s “‘Old  Times,”” we
tind the Irish muse joning ‘in this
universal lament. In the ‘“‘Lay of the
Last  Minstrel,”” cott meditates
thus : “Old times are changed, old
munrers gone.”” in every grade of
we are familiarized with the
aying  ‘‘the good old times." It is,
therefore, evident that there must
have been a something in the m

and manners of former days that we
greatly in our more advanced

11 almost eve

society

1miss
age.

As yet I cannot call myself one of
an older generation, yoi. I remember
very well, how, in my father's days,
@ man’s nawe and mewory were long
kept

losed for

even when life had been
When a  neighbor
died, every person in the vicinity at-
the funer his good aqual-

green,

vears
tended

were

witty

charitaljle deeds con-

t matter for many an

hour around the fire-placelin winter,
Ten enjoyed pointiny Sout the
v be it agriculturally,
socially, or otherwise;
eir departed ncighbor had ac-
ished. His portrait

oti thte wall of the cabin, and his

with pride on |

tur In almost
every imaginable way was he recall-
ed to the memories of men. How the
times have changed!

"o-day a-man dies; a couple of
dozen old timers gather to
his dem but 3 the
tomb closed over him than his form
is fergotten, his delightful manners
and peculiarities- no est,
the attention; the rush of life sweeps
cnward, men are hurrying in all di-
reetions to  grasp the dollar, and
there is no time to think of the
dead. No matteér how exalted the
station in life that a person ocecu-
pies, the moment the Death’'s Angel
conles to snatch him away, the tide
of human neglect rolls over his
grave, and the public does not pause
for a second.  Of all the bodies that
are mindful of the departed the Cath-
olic Church seems to he the

thav never relaxed in that

voticn — from  the “‘Month’s

to the long continued Requiem
Musses that are daily said.

scarcely  has

longer ar

If ‘a person would like to realize
how little he is, how insignificant
Lis Mfe must be in-the presence of
the social arrangements that are
tiic governing power of the day,
Evervthing seems to be at fever heat
in the world of the present. It is
tiuly an electric age; and in propor.
tion to the rapid development  of
vian’s domain is the haste with
which man sinks to oblivion. Yes : I
Jament the olden customs. There was
@ warmth in the sentiments of meh,
‘a sincel‘lty,lp their words, a signifi-
cance in their actions.  Now senti-
ment is - absorbed by greed — the
grved of wealth, expressions of deep
‘concern regarding tlie departed ar
replaced by the monosyllables of dol-
tars, cen|

hung high |

lament
i

forward - rush, or swoep, that Provi-

dence guides for the benefit and ulti-| !

wate  triumph and glory bf man.
‘““Advance’’ is the.
ages. and none ean vhange either the
order of the fidelity of all creation

in obey ing’ it.

“God I

bade the sun with bsteps su-
tlime i

; Advance,
whispered in the listening ear of
time

Advance.”

And sun, moon, stars, earth, and
a'll creatures coming from His Hand
must “‘advance’’ pervctually tovards
their end.

D e —

OTTAWA UNIYERSITY
COMMENCEMENT EXRRCISES.

On Wednesday last, 19th June, the
third annual commencement of
the University of Otgu\m took place.

watchword of the

Vi
: ! o the
self-sacrificing spirit that an tes |
all the members of our Faculty who
are devoting their| every energy, |
their very life, to the great work of |
the education of youth. Its special
purpose  is to occupy. the demand
that is now so general for a first-
class scientific edueation. We know
that 'this in an age of specialists in
every field of human knowledge, This
teadency, when applicd by political
e€conomists  to  the manufacturing
d is called the “‘Division of La-

Thanks to the large and  well-
cquipped laboratorics and scientific
lecture rooms conta:ned in our new
science hall we shall'soon be able to
affurd our students an opportunity
of embracing every branch of scien-
tific knowledge in which they may
Avisk to become proficient. We
cerely expect to have here,  in =~

‘The last scholastic year has been one | I'ear future, a school of science that

of great general success for that ad-
ble institution.~Ii. closed, like-
with an event that shall mark
voch in the history of its deve-
lopment, as well as in that of Cath-
olic education in Onturio—we refer
tc the dedication of the new science

Lail, a magnificent and extensive
structure which has been added to
the already vast proportions of the

university. When we reflect upon the

cducational establishment, from the
time that it was'an bumble school,
carce deserving the titie of college
Gown to this moment, when it rears
its majestic head proudly and con-
spicuou amongst the universities
| of the continent, we cannot but ad-
mive the zeal and ccurage, as well
as the ability and suc s of the
Oblates of Mary Immazculate.
Some of the lefding Catholics, in
Church and State, boih of Canada
and the United States have received
their early training within its walls;
it has enjoyed the enviable reputa~
tion of sed some of the
S in Amcrica; and the

founder, and for long

its recto { Rev. Pr. Tab-

ill forever occupy a foremost
amongst the educationalists of
Dominion. And worthy suces-

sors have followed in his footsteps,
until the present rector, the young
and talented Dr. Constuntineau, took
in hand the educational helm. His
, on this occasion, is a clear
bosition of the circum-~

sfunces surrounding the development
of the institution to-day. It affords
us no small degree of pleasure topub-
lith. some portions of that address.
Viry Rev. Dr, nstantineau said:—

1t behooves me, as rector of the
university, to make a few remarks
on the occasion of the closing exer-
cises of this scholastic year. Tt is a
pleasing /duty- for mie to«o so on ac-
count of the very flattering report
that I have to present to our friends
and well-wishers with regard to the
resent prosperous condition of our
institution.

Our year’s work has been,  indeed,
mw.oet satisfactory irow every point
of view, Students and professors
have contributed towards this suc-
cessful result., We have had, this
year, the happy experience that .de-
voted and zealous professors  with
honorable and” studious pupils con-
stitute a perfect college-home. Our
sigeerest wish, then, is that. the
young men confided to our care dur-
ing the year may, by their upright
and manly conduct, dcserve the same
praise at the hands of the good and
self-Bacrificing \parents to whom they
will soon return. ; !

1t is & great satisfaction for us to
not€ that every student, yes, I may
even say, without exception, has
wade a profitable

I’ strides made by this great Catholic

[

will be on an equal footing with the
best scliools of the covutry, The ci-
couragement and assistance  of our
friends will be reauired to success-
fully carry through this project, but
I am sure that we may confidently
tount upon their earnest and heartv
support in this underteking which
will redound to the honor of eduea-
tion in Ontario and also,  in gréat
art, to the honor of the capital
ty of the Dominion.
el me here expre in a  very
special manner, the sincerest thanks
of the Faculty towards two noble
berefactors  who have understood
that an institution such as ours
should ‘not be " allowed to - stand
1lone, unaided, unassisted by gov-
erument or individual For the first
timne ‘in the history of the university
we have received a donation, pure
and simple, one that imposes upon
us no obiigation of a perpetual na-
ture. The generous sum of five thou-
sand dollars each was  denated by
Mr. M. P, Davis, of this ecity, and
Mr. M. J. Haney, of Toronte, to aid
us in the erection of our science hall,
the cost of which will be a burden
upon us for many veais to.come un-
less other kind friends follow the ex-
ample of our.generous benefactors

Our earnest ‘wish, in fact the sole
object of our presence in Ontario,
is to disseminate knowledge among
the young men who may desire to

at the fountain oi learning.

We realize that we shall be meet-
ing a long felt want in this city by
tte inauguration, next fall, of even-
ing - lectures  on scientific subjects.
ard especially by opening our labor-
atories to those who are desirous of
acquiring a knowledge of chemistry.

ineralogy, geology and other ansal-

sciences. ‘The incalculable
wealth of the mineral resources of
our country, even of Ontario alone
hus opened up a vast field to yvoung
men who are specialists “in  these
branches.

Whilst making a spccial effort  in
the direction of scientific knowledge,
wa have not lowered nor do we in-
teud to lower, in the slightest de-
gree, the well-known high standard
of our collegiate and arts -cotrses.
We have always endeavored to pre-
sent g solid front along the whole
line of human knowledge; but, above
all, has it ever been our ambition
to impart ‘an education that would
bs practical, in wue: ., uest sense of
the word. I shall not delay - you
with arguments in support of this
assertion. The brilliant su of sd’
many of our graduates, who now oc-

_quent. - recourse

b @re seen ap-
the tribunal of penanc,
7 Tablo. 1 matters noy,

3
clajm any. intention of setting
) ve - up for saints; ' or that
they ' sometimes cssay a sarcastic
fing at ‘'devotees” and ‘old o
men,”’~at heart they pay the tribute
of their homage to a  habit whose
excellence they recognize, although
they lack the piety or the courage to
adopt it.

——

. Critics who aflect Lo disapprove of
freauent reception of {he sacraments
huve not even the merit of consist-
ency. Let the Angel of Death invade
the circle of their acquaintances, and
summon to the other world one who
has been for years a monthly com-
nmameant, and the genuvine Sentiments
or-these eritics are at once mani-
fested in eulogies of the departed
one’s exceptional virtue, ardent pie-
ty, and true religious spirit. On
such occasions they almost involun-
tarily belie their habitual mode of
speech. Habitually, they are strong
in quoting the third pr epPt  of the
Church—to go to conlession at I t
once a year. ‘‘Is not the matter
fectiy clear? If the Church wis
us to confesg our sins ever-- mon
or every 4wo months, would she n
have said s0?”’  And, with the
having advanced an unanev
argument, they complacently
aside the extravagant custom
seeking the tribunal of penance oft-
ener than at Easter, or possibly at
Easter and Christmas, 7
(o

Now, it meed scarcely be said
That the Church ebliges us under
pain of mortal sin’ 10 go to confes
sion at least once a year, that s
tLreatens with the . deprivation of
Christian burial thosc who trans-
gress this commandment, is convin-
cing evidence of the importance
which she attaches te the practic
but the modifying plLrase ‘‘at least’”
effectively disposes of the contention
that she considers once a year suffi-
cient for' the leading of an mpla~
ry Christian life. *‘If she desired us
to confess more frequently would she
not have said so?”” But she has said
§0, is'saying so now. The woice of
the teaching Churea, through the or-
gans of curates, pastors, bishops
archbishops, cardinals, pop
centinually  recommending  to
faithful the salutary practice of i
quent confession. The parish pricst
is the mouthpiece and representative
of the Church, and where is ti
Catholic ‘who has mot repeaccdl
heard his pastor exhorsing. his flock
to  be more regular inm frequenting
the tribunal of penance?

Abgolutely speaking, the Iaster-
tide confession and Communion is
sufficient for those who throughout
the year neither offend God grievous-
1y nor are in danger of so ofl
Him. Where are such extraordi
ily favored mortalg to be¢ found? In
aclual practice, those Catholic who
are least exposeéd to occasions of
sin, whose calling provides the most
abundant safeguards against sin, are
preeisely those who have most fre-
to those lifegiving
fountains of sanetifying grace— -
arce and the Holy Eucharist. he
farther a soul advances on the way
to the Christian perfection that it is
incumbent on all followers of Christ
to seek, the more euger does that

ding

‘soul ‘become to avail itself of the

cupy high positions in Church and |‘graces so lavishly granted to the

State is a sufficient proof: of my
contention. S &
Moreover, it is a scurce tis- |

forestalled the want that ' i
Hcapipbis s

faciion for us to notice that we Ve ka

of the oppor- |-

unities so abundantly offered him in | 1

this university f
is moral, intellectual and phy-
facultjes. i :

for the development,

‘worthy penitent.-
If it be asked

k ow often, or _z\t.
what intervals, the ordinary Cbris-
i mfession in order

the sacrament. frequently, the an-
' " ) approximate

ificance which

1 ,&‘tmhout the
a
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ative as
ly, a8
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