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AN ESTEEMED CORRESPONDENT
ASKS US, FOR REASONS GIVEN BL-
LOW, TO CONDUCT A LITERARY SO-
CIETY THROUGH THE COLUMNS OF
“THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE AND
HOME MAGAZINE." WE HAVE DE-
CIDED TO DO SO, AND WE COUNT ON
OUR READERS, WHO WILL CONSTI-
TUTE THE MEMBERSHIP, TO MAKE
IT A SUCCESS.

The practical value of a Literary
Society in a community requires no

proof. It may not always be so
named, but under any name, the
Society or club which brings people

together for the purpose of cultivating
and exercising their mental faculties,
is of great benefit—directly to the
people who thus meet together, and
indirectly through them to the whole
country, and this statement is borne
out by the experience of those who
have formed and carried on success-
ful societies throughout the Domin-

ion.

But in many sections of Canada,
outside the towns and cities, a thor-
oughly  progressive and interest-
breeding literary society is an im-
possibility. Distances are great,
roads are often poor, time always
limited; and yet, scattered over our
farming districts are many who

would appreciate to the full the op-
portunity to exchange original ideas
or opiniops upon the productions of
others, with some kindred spirit. The
teacher in the country must keep out
she

Processes were

of the rut into which he or would

confined entirely to the work of the
schoolroom. The younger men and
women who have received education-
al advantages. and have wiscly gone
back to th: farm. nced some mental
polishing to Kkeep the  rust  spots
from the mind's bright surface. And
the men and women who have been
compelled by circumstances to stick
closely to the work of the home,
would find in such a soctity a well
of interesting and  helpful informa-
tion, and a place in which to present
the ideas and thoughts that have
been ferming in their minds, perhaps

for yvears, with no opportunity of giv-
ing
nothing

There  is
uplift-

them out to others

more broadening and

ing for a man or woman than to
mentally  rub  up against someone
else; as iron sharpeneth iron,’’ so
does cach receive bencelit in seecing
things through another’'s eyves and
from another’s point of view Yet,
too often, for the reasons given at

the beginning of this article, or for
other reasons, this gathering to-
gether is not possible, and, as a con-

sequence, many bright

hungry for a companionship that is

minds  go

necessary to their mental nourish-
ment.

That many readers of this paper
are in this position of comparative

isolation,
ly,

and that they feel it ke»n-

is evidenced by the letters fre-

quently received at this office, in
which the writers lament their in-
ability to form and caliry on a so-
ciety for their mutual mental im-
provement.

To meet this widespread desire,

‘“ The F'armer’'s Advocate and Home
Magazine '’ has, therfore, considered
a plan by which the

far-reaching

largest, most

and most interesting

literary society in Canada may be

made a reality. Why should not
the readers of this journal bind
themselves into ome great society,
with the columns of this paper for
the meeting-place of ideas 2 We sce
no just cajise or impediment why

such a club should

not prove an
abounding success with the material

which the members

are abindantly
able to supply One thought more
by way of introduction Many
people suppose that the art of ex-

pressing one’s self in spoken or writ-
ten language is the product of
tural-born genius To
it is, but it is chicflyv g
downright hard work
do by doing.
Now, without
vexatious prelin inaries or a
cated

na-
some  extent
product  of
We learn to

wasting time on

compli-

constitution,

SUuppose we

christen it the “1'° A and [ M.
L. S. "™ All agreed ?

Who may become g member 2 Well,
any reader of ““ The Farmer's Advo-
cate ' not under sixteen Years  of
age, who sends in a request 1o that
eflect, with the full name and E. O
address, will he enrolled m a  hook
kept for the purpose The proceed-

ings will be conducted 1 correspond-

ence P'rizes in the form of hooks
will be awarded the successful  com-
petitors in debates or papers

A correspondent writing us in favor
of such a society, proposed a stall
membership fee to eover o Xpenses, hit
for the sake of simplicity and 1o
save time, we do not coacider that
NeCcessary We will cheormully ssan e
that and do our share of the Work
it the members will do the reo

The winter Tis  passing Lot mis
settle down to bhusiness

Two prizes are offered for the hiest
essaves, not exceeding 500 words on
the Tollowing seasonahle topic

Which do you comsider the most Wi

rorvtant event 1in the vear 1905, in
() vour Province, (h) in Canada,
(¢) in Great Britain (d) in the
United States, (¢) in the world with
reasons for your answers ?

All contributions for this competi-
tion must reach this oflice not later
than Jan. 20th, 1906. The prize-

winning essays will be published
The applications to be enrolled as
a member and the ccntributions

may
come in the same leotter Contribu-
tions to be written on one side of
the paper only, with full pname and

P. O. on back. _ Literary merit will,
in all cases, be considered

[Editor's Note.—Suggestions for the
future conduct of the ‘“ F. A & H.
M. L. S., with s ibjects for papers or
debates, will be gladly received ]

Chuarch Union n Canaca.

The joint committee on Church
Union, composed of representatives of
the Canadian Methodist, PresbLyter-
ian and Congregational Churches, has
prepared a report from the points
submitted by the various sub-com-
mittees, which will serve as a frame-
work for the proposed union of these
three denominations. and which will
be brought before each of the

m in
their conferences next summer.

In this report are formulated the
doctrines held in common by the
three churches: the lines along which

a wnited church would be possible :

the settlement and transfer of min-
isters, and their preparation for the
ministry: and the relations of a min-
ister to the doctrines of the church
that, as a candidate for ordination
he must believe himceli a child o
God, truly called to the ministry
must hold the Iioly Scriptures gs
containing sufficient]y g doctrines
necessary to salvation and be p.
solved to teach nothing not in
conformity with them.

The report on 1the doctrine sug-
gested by the Sub-committec, gs g
basis of possible union,  contained

nineteen articles, covering the beliefg
held in common v 1he three chureh
es ; the power, immutability,
and goodness of God as
nature, in history, in
man, and in the

love
revealed )
the heart of

Holv S Iiptures

the divinity of Chpiot and the powe
of His atonement, as also His intep-
cession in Heaven for human beingesg
the influence of the Holv Spirit of
the redemption lustification and e
generation of those Who beliey . The
law of God as shown in the ten
commandments and jp the words ol
Christ when on earth, s

wiven as

the standard for the conduct of

man-
kind; the Church  to he one  holy
catholic body 1t wWith Christ as
its head ; the

Sacraments to be tw
the Lord's Supper
The sub-committe

—baptism and

© on Ministry, ip

its report, advised that the pastoral
service be without g time lonit, min-
isters being abhle at the end of any
one vear 1o seck 4 change, Iy ajp-
plication to the Settleme nt Commit
tee, which shall have authority to
fill vacant prlpits wirh ministers
temporarilv. and o Mitiate coppp
spondencao hetwep ninistey and
charges It shall bhe the Paliev  af
the church that CNETN congregat g,
shall have g Pastorate without iyt
ruption, and over cficetive minict,p
a chargpe

Canada led the Wav in the matt,.r
of denominational reunions Proghve

terianisn divided 1y the Secessiony

and disripions i Scotland,  wy.
reunited in 1875 Methodism heoin
ning with the divisiong m Fnelandg
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and the United States, was reunited
in 1884. And now it would scem
that once again Canada is to be first
in the healing of those wider breach-
es which the controversies of the
centuries have made in the Protes-
tantism of the world."”

It is a historic pronoumcement,
and the result is most gratifying. A
marked feature of the findings is the

substantial unity and essential har-
mony existing between these three
great denominations. Neither in

doctrine, policy, nor in institutions,
was there disclosed any insuperable
objection to organic union, which
even conservative publicists admit is
now, in sight. It may take scome
time, but the logic of events is lead-
ing these bodies into one with a
common name and common creed
and a common purpose. The State-
ment of doctrine is a truly remark-
able statement of essentials in
Christian belief. As a tentative basis

of union, what has been happily
agreed upon will next go before the
great assemblies of the three Church-

es concerned during the approaching
Vvear. The strength of the union senti-
ment among the masses of the people,
and particularly throughout the West,
was one of the features very strongly
emphasized at the union conference
which was held at Toronto.

Training to Think.

I may lay too much stress on the
mportance of a young n.an's work-
INg at  some manual or mental
money-making pursuit while he 18 at
School, but 1t does scem rather fool-
ish to graduate Bachelors of Arts
imto the primary grade of the work-
ing world.””

There is in
universities

our own schools and
far too much of the very

type of * cultured scholar ”’ referred
to in the above quotation from a re-
cent magazine  article. Men grad-
tUate from our schools and universi-
ties into the A B C of the worka-
dayv world We claim that credit is
due to the man that tights his way
through school and earns his bread
While attending college, but in the
majority of cases success s due to
the very fact that in the daily ef-
lort to earn his wav, he }nus‘ pre-
pared himself jor graduation into
the school ol sueccerss in the business
or prolessional world

The students who eraduate  from

agriculturgl \

colleges are usually suc g

cessful inafter life, oven if they do
NOt remain with thejp chosen  pro-
fession of agriculture Why Be-

canuse, n

their work at
have been

trained to
tor themselves,
thought of

colleoe they
think and work
the power  of
initiative is

and
mdivid.jal

what lifts the genius ahove the clods.
As a  nation We o should  guard
against reading togo much and think-
mestoo little, ang our schools with
a long line of Ubjects calculated to
place a preminm on cramming, tend
to accentuate thig ditliculty.

"\I|! hail. then, to  (he man who
thinke

The problems of

Canadian
Iife

national and the problems of the

Canading

frmer will he solved by
the  thinkine mensand  thoughtful
men wWill conie from the schools and
colleges of oy land where men  are
trained to thipk and work, and not
from  place wWhere  dead lancuages
SIS o requiem oy op brivht nunds in
Process ol decay.,




