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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

The Fanner’s Advocate
. f>Awc me . A * irTiTr communities were the ones who emphasized the manner
AND HOME MAuAZlNL. jn which money could be saved by buying from a

•Patron* store, which had to sell to them at a certain 
fixed advance over cost at wholesale. While this little 

----------- .. . . sort of a side-line, as it might be called, was fulfilling
™ ««*>* «—• .“d.SÆ

JOHN WELD. Manaser. They began to wonder if it was possible that farmers

*—«*—""saisrsâ."' srÆ ;°„,r«hî F? Aÿüttte
■' T5SÆiïïa?SfE!£toTI AND MOME MAGMWE tZS'LdÏÏSîF. °tu££? SiruinS

n u impartiiJ and independent of all clique* and parties. And when they could no longer help him to makx money
SHiHi^n!HbSSHS€lnH£i: for htoto (he ^of^sSum^meCTpoliti^' 

makers, of any publication in Canada/ influence or in a general elevation of his standing among
5. TERMS OFSUBSCRIPTIONVln Canada. England. Ire- the business men of the country. This was the original

EhESE5S&3gg£ ÿtsüsagïü-tf i-sw&h
OA-Tirc e- . ,, ' whom these societies had to depend for support couldn t

wSfltraten<k inaertioni 20 centa ^ see the importance of this object, or the variety of
THE FARMER'S* ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until objects, and consequently lost interest and another

an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All pay- chance was given the people of the towns to say that
6. held the farmers could neveVstick together.”

responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper “Well," said my friend, to whom I had been com-
6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us. either by plaining, “there are some other things besides clubs

Money Order. Postal Note, Express Order or Registered and co-operative societies that lose their hold on a
Letter, which will be at oor risk. When made otherwise community, so you need’nt be surprised at what you

THE DATE ON*YOUR LABEL shows to what time your b<ive mentioned. What about the County Fall Fair?
■ebecription is paid. ' What we long ago used to call the Cattle Show . A

ÂÎmIÎÏmSÎ; good many of them are finding it pretty up-hill work, 
be **“ Ftil d 1 Add M t to maintain their existence these days. In spite of Govem-

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent ment bonuses and that sort of thing they are gradually

•o. SF ”
1L CHANGE OFADDRESS.—Subscriber» when ordering a meet the fate of the Township Fairs, that were common 

chanj*®f address should give the old as well as the new enough a number of years ago but which are few and
12. WE INVTTB FARMERS to write us on any agricultural îar between to-day. If we want to get a parallel ose

topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles. from which to help us draw conclusions we might find
3F *£££& H1" the, ‘Country Church*. There is another institution

How tolmprove "The Farmer's Adv^cateSd Hoïï?Maga that IS losing its hold on the people and its influence 
sine,” Descriptions of New Grains, Roots and Vegetables in the community, for some reason or other. If we

krrthe cause‘n thc of the C^.rch * would Prob-
Contributions sent us mu« bot bTfurnfabed otlwr ablY ?lve us an idea as to the cause of the same symptoms 

papers until after they have appeared in our columns. Re- showing themselves in our other organizations. And
aÏÏ™Èsses WbcÔ^œroNDENt're,ARge*roNSïn. 1 think". he went on, “that I could put my finger on 

BRED AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded8 the spot where the whole trouble lies, although I suppose
14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con- it won’t do any good so far as improving conditions are 

**cted with this paper should be addressed as below, and concerned. It’s easier to see what the matter is than
... *** peper- to give the medicine. But, in so far as I can make out,

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited). this ‘going back’ that we have been talking about, that
is showing itself in our societies, clubs, churches, and in 
our country fairs, is due to the fact that those responsible 
for the maintaining of these institutions, that is, the 
organizers and officers, are not putting an element of 
interest into them that will get the attention of men and 
women, and that will hold it after it has been secured.

“The Church to-day is suffering because her ministers 
have nothing new, or, of what they are convinced them
selves is of vital importance, to offer to the people. This > 
applies particularly to the church in the country. The 
church in the city that is in a position to secure the 
services of a preacher who can interest his hearers and 
impress them with the importance of his message has 
no fear of having to close its doors because of lack of 
patronage. And human nature is just the same when 
we come to deal with it in connection with other things, 
such as Fall Fairs, for instance. We’ve got to interest 
them there if we expect them to keep on attending year 
after year. If we don’t they’ll give their time and money 
to the bigger organizations that do interest them and 
who make it their chief aim to accomplish just that.

“The most of people, when they take a day off from 
their work, want to be amused, which is practically 
the same thing as being interested, and if we don’t 
satisfy them we had better close our doors. It’s all 
right to educate them up to higher standards in the 
breeding of live stock of all kinds, but very few people 
will willingly spend the best part of a day looking at a 
number of rows of cows, horses, sheep and pigs, no 
matter how good they may be, when they have 
practically the same thing every day for the last twenty 
years or more. What they want is something else, 
something different. And we’ve got to give it to them.
As an educator our Fall Fairs won’t amount to much 
unless we can induce the public to come and be educated.
To expect them to come for just this purpose is asking 
too much of human nature. Very few of us went to 
school for the fun of it. We went because 
compelled to. But we can’t compel people to come to 
our Fall Fair school. We’ve got to coax them.

“There are thousands of varieties of entertainments 
and amusements that are to be had, at a certain expense, 
of course, but they can be had, and if we’re willing to 
undertake the small trouble and make the necessary 
outlay there’s no reason why our country exhibitions 
should not improve from year to year, instead of always 
being on the verge of bankruptcy, as it were. To send 
a crowd home satisfied with the day’s outing is a guar
antee of success for the future and ample compensation 
for all the effort we have been called upon to make.
It takes a good deal of the missionary, or philanthropic, 
spirit to lead one into taking the office of president or 
director in one of our Agricultural Societies, but I guess 
it’s the doing of something worth while that counts, 
maybe, and not in how much we’re paid for it.”

"Yes,” I said, when my friend had finished talking, 
apparently, “but it’s about as hard to get people to 
believe that, as it is to get them to come to our ‘purely 
educational’ Fall Fairs where we may have the op
portunity to impress them with the possibilities of farm
ing when it is properly connected up with hard work.”

“And some head,” finished my friend.

Founds ig^ Aud1388

Nature’s Diary. 7^t.
A. B. KLUGH, M. A.

The little red schools?
& cross-roads or at the & 

the woods will 
L- door once again

* will soon be e gageq ms*n A- .I.'’;-- laudable and arduous ,i :
turning the tots of 4v 
into the good Canadian ,

zens of to-morrow. The teacher in the little ...... ...
school plays a larger and more important part n 0‘ur
national life than she or he, (and at the preset - ;mv
it is more likely to be she than he), may real to u
the city schools and in those of the larges village, 
the child changes teachers as he progresse^^™ 
grade to grade, or even in the same day as he .... 
from one subject to another. But in the little e ntr\ 
school he has the same teacher as long as she r* main’s 
at that school, and thus her-infiuence is the only set i.ïsiï 

.influence which will play a part in moulding his cha « t.» 
Thus great is your responsibility, ye rulers of th link 

hool!
The teacher in the small school is perha 

times inclined to think that she is hampered in 
by the conditions of her environment, and to fe that 
with more elaborate equipment she might accompli* 
more. This may be true in certain subjects, and ; pa n f 
it may not, but it is certainly true that there 
phase of education for which she is far more adVi a* 
ously placed than her fellows in the town—the t< n hu p 
of nature-study. That the teacher in the rural h * I 
should realize the great and far-reaching value of nature 
study is of the utmost importance. To state a 
principle —the main aim of education is to fit one'SEp 
one’s sphere. Now the sphere of the great majorar l 
of the pupils of the little red school will be in the mi,to 
of nature, and a tme understanding of, and a i , 
sympathy with, all the varied aspects of nature will b|SE| 
incalculable value to them. If the teacher succee$jBl 
awakening a love for nature she is leading the 
along such a path that it may be said of him:

V die 
ge of 

soon ©pen jts 
|nd“«ea, he
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“And he wandered away and away, with Natu 
dear old nurse,

Who sang to him night and day, the rhymes i 
universe.

And when the way seemed long, and his heart be 
fail,

She sang a more wonderful song, or told a more wi 
ful tale.”

13.

pupil who grows up with a love of nature 
heart will have a tie which will bind him very don 
agricultural pursuits and he will not readily 
country for the artificiality of the city. Thus nal 
study will tend to make farmers, but it will do i 
than this, it will make better farmers. For nal 
study has a practical as well as an aesthetic sid< 
imparts much information on the growth of plants 
life-processes of animals, the activities of insects, 
the names and economic relationships of many fd 
of life, all of which is of very direct application on 
farm.

The
tLondon. Canada.

throughout than it is. This statement is not made in 
ignorance of what the maintenance of several breeds 
entails. It is an easy matter to operate along one line 
only compared with the housing, breeding and rearing 
of all classes of live stock and many breeds of the 
This difficulty, no doubt, has handicapped the live-stock 
departments Of our colleges and experimental farms. 
The chiefs have had an uphill road with insufficient 
help and inadequate funds. Breeders generally do not 
take these circumstances into consideration, but are 
prone to criticize the public-owned individuals of the 
breed they favor, and, moreover, they feel that an in
justice is being done them and their interests. In many 
cases a reasonable appreciation of the obstacles and 
difficulties to bç met with would engender far more 
leniency.

ft does not seem too much to expect of educational 
institutions that they should carry on constructive 
breeding with one breed at least, of horses, cattle, 
sheep and swine, and have representatives of the other 
leading breeds good enough to convey the proper 
ception to students, visitors and breeders generally. 
More than that, it would not be bad practice to exhibit 
at the larger exhibitions in some manner decided upon 
with the breed associations, exhibitors and fair boards. 
It would be good policy to have this understanding in 
order to forestall any unpleasant attitude the private 
exhibitors might adopt when asked to compete against 
public-owned animals. It seems desirable that the 
colleges and experimental farms should lead out their 
best so the pqblic may know what to follow in regard 
to live-stock ideals.

same.

There is another aspect of nature-study, an aspect*^' 
which is often entirely overlooked and yet one of such 
vital importance as to render the subject of great value ^ 
for its sake alone—it teaches the pupil to observe for £ 
himself and to reason. It is unfortunately true that A 
most of the subjects taught in our system of education | 
afford no scope for the training of the powers of observa- *■ 
tion. Yet the faculty of accurate observation is of the § 
utmost value in any walk of life. We have only to 
look about us to see now rarely this faculty is developed, ^ 
how common it is to meet people whose eyes see 
and whose ears hear not. There is such a gei 
dependence upon books in our educational system 
the tendency is for the pupil to come to rely cut 
upon the written word, rather than to learn to s 
reason for himself. It is therefore one of the great 
benefits of nature-study that it leads the pupil to acqtlirê , 
at least some of his knowledge at first hand and to learn ÿ 
to weigh and balance every statement, either written' | 
or spoken, which he comes across. This faculty of 
independent though is at once an antidote for the pro-1| 
pagation of loose and careless statements and leads to the 
abolition of silly, superstitions and groundless pre
judices.

So far I have dealt entirely with the effect of the 
teaching of nature-study on the pupil—now a word in 
regard to its effect on the teacher. Nature-study when 
taught in the proper way makes the teacher the com
panion of her pupils —they are fellow-seekers after the ÿ 
great truths of nature. Some teachers I know are ~ 
afraid of the subject, they realize how little they lj 
know a^>out it and consequently fear that when the 
pupils come to find this out they will lose their respect' 
for the infallibility of her erudition. The teachetfS 
is so used to “knowing it all" in the ordinary subjects,.-* 
that she becomes unused to, and indeed afraid of, sa}*
“I don’t know”. Now this is an entirely wrong attit 
in nature-study, and we find that the greater the learn- J| 
ing of a scientific man the more simply and readily -1 
he says: "I don't know” when asked a question beyond 
his knowledge. He knows how vast -is the region be- M 
yond man’s present knowledge, and he openly acknow- .<f|j 
ledges this fact, yet he never losses the respect of his ~ 
students.

Another effect upon the teacher in the little red 4 
school is that her interest in nature will enable her to 
find relaxation and enjoyment in her spare time, that | 
she will come to love her locality, and that she will j 
not yearn for the tinsel of society and the “movies" 
when nature provides for her the glorious moving Jjj 
picture of the seasons.

con-
seen

we were

Fall Fair Philosophy.
BY ALLAN MCDIARMID.

I was talking to a neighbor a short time ago about 
how hard it was to keep any insitution or organization 
alive in the country. “Anything that brings in the 
money”, I said, “in a way not too round-about for the 
comprehension of the average farmer will have his 
support. He’ll put his whole heart into it. Something 
such as his cheese-factory or creamery, for instance. 
As long as they bring in profitable returns they’re 
of a healthy existence. But when it comes to supporting 
some /uplift’ scheme, as they call them in the cities, 
such as ‘farmers institutes’, clubs, 'co-operative societies 
and so on, the interest soon slackens, if it is ever really 
aroused, and the organization, whatever it was, dies 

. B the usual manner. Do you remember when the 
t P&trons of Industry’ were making a stir around here
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