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MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS.
The following pertinent remarks con

cerning municipal book keeping arefound 
in the sixth report of the Municipal 
Auditor of Ontario :

A careful review of the work of the 
Department for the year appears 10 
indicate that, although much has been 
done to better the position of municipal 
affairs, so far as the books and accounts 
are concerned, much still remains to 
be done. If municipalities would appoint 
as auditors only men who had some 
knowledge of accounts, matters would be 
very much improved. Take as a case in 
point that of the township of Dawn. In 
this instance for twelve years the auditors 
passed accounts and certified to their 
correctness, when they were thousands 
of dollars wrong, and the treasurer 
knew they were wrong. The loss of 
the interest entailed by this dereliction of

duty would have amply paid for compe
tent auditors twice over. The fact that 
the municipal losses are not much larger 
than they are has often impressed me, 
when the meagre salaries given to both 
Treasurers and Auditors are considered. 
I am not sanguine of much improvement 
in municipal affairs until there is more 
consideration shown to the officers who 
are responsible for the administration 
of the financial part of these affairs. 
It speak', well for the moral status of 
the average Municipal Treasurer that, 
considering his remuneration, he per
forms his duties as well as he does. 
There are exceptions, of course, but 
it doc's not always happen that the poorly- 
paid officer is the dishonest one. It is 
quite possible for a man to be a good ac- 
coun'ant, and have his books, on the face 
of them, correct, and he may be in receipt 
of a good salary, but if he lacks the car
dinal principle of honesty he is worse 
th?n the ignorant man who scarcely 
knows the first principles of accounts.

Monthly audits in cities and town, and 
quarterly audits in counties, townships 
and villages,would be a great improvement 
on the old system of yearly audits, and 
should be insisted upon wherever practic

Thomas Reid, John Whitehead, S. C. 
Wood, C. H. Hunter, and E. M. Gardiner, 
all of Toronto, have been incorporated as 
the Central Contracting Co., with a 
capital of $100,000.

The Library Bureau of Canada has 
been incorporated, with headquarters at 
Ottawa and a capital of $150,000,10 manu, 
facture furniture and fixtures for libraries, 
offices, etc. The company have taken 
over the hardwood department of the 
W. C. Edwards Co., Ottawa.

JOHN GALT.C.UM.E
Mkm Can. Soc. C.E. andC.E.A, Etc.

CONSULTING ENGINEER and EXPERT
National Truat Building TV-,*.,.-*- 

ao King Street East 1 OrOIltO 
Specialties—Water Supply and Sewerage.

MUNICIPAL SUPPLIES
Complete Stone Crushing Plants, 75,100 

and 300 tons per day, Road Graders, Mud 
Scrapers, Rock Drills, Steam Road 
Roll 5rs, Gasoline Fire Engines, etc.

f. A. MORRISON & CO.
204 8t. James St. MONTREAL

WATERWORKS
PUMPS

Municipalities contemplating 
the installation of waterworks 
pumps will find it to their 
advantage to investigate our 
pumps—both as to cost and 
service.

Northey pumps are giving 
satisfaction under all sorts ol 
conditions in scores of towns 
in Canada.

WE MAKE
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..Manufactured at,
NIELON rupellJOSSON CEMENT

Is tl.e Highest Grade Artificial Portland Cement and the Best for High 
Class Work. Has been used largely for Government and Municipal Works.

TO BR HAD PROM ALL CANADIAN DB4LBRS

C. L de Sola, imager In Canada ” 180 St. James Street, lOITRIAL

T»e KERR ENGINE COMPANY, Limited
PUMPING

HTDRANTS and VALVES
Are our Specialty

Don't fait to write us for Catalogue and prices.

WALKERVILLK,

8Write or telegraph and we 
will send a representative to 
you to make a personal in
spection.

Northey pumps are designed 
for efficient, continuous work 
and meet the requirements.

Lehigh” 
Portland Cement
Capacity 11,000 Barrels every Day In the Year

For Sidewalks and all other work requiring the highest quality Portland Cement 
Used by the V. 8 Government and the / ir eut contractora and users of Portland 

Cements in the Putted States.
Absolutely the most popular Cement tn Canada on account of its merits.

For Prices, etc., address^^mmmr^rnnm

THORN CEMENT CO. - Buffalo, N. Y.

Portland Cement..
ALL ORA DES.

Largest

Write or Telegraph to
BELLHOUSE, DILLON & CO.

201-208 Corlstlne Building, St Nicholas Street Montreal

for prices-Large stock constantly 
on hand.
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