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The following table shows the taxation at various periods 
since 1868 ; also the amounts raised from diu.es on wines, 
liquors and tobacco, and on lea and coffee ; also the 
average taxation per head and its percentage ot the total 
revenue :—

Deducting the duties paid per head on liquors and 
tobacco, the result for 1889 shows a reduction of taxation 
per head of 26 cents, as compared with the year 1882.

The folloving is a comparative statement of the revenue 
and expenditure, per head, of various countries ; also the 
amount of taxation per head and its proportion to the gene­
ral revenue :—

The total expenditure on capital account since Confeder­
ation, to 30th June, 1889, was $178,102,143, as follows:—

Debt? allowed to provinces....................  $30,743,392
Canadian Pacific Railway...................................... 61,899,600
Intercolonial Ka. ^ay............................................ 40,375,246
Canals.................   32,841,932
North-West Territories ........................................ 3.785,296
Dominion Lands.................................................... 2,989,462
Public Buildings, Ottawa...................................... 2,001,796
Other Public Works.............................................. 3,465,688

, , , . $178,102,413
Increase of debt....................................................  161,801,400

Expenditure in excess of Increase of Debt........ $ 16,301,013

Taking into account the expenses attendant on the acquisi­
tion of the North-West Territories, and including payments 
charged to revenue, there has been expended on public works, 
since Confederation to 30th June, 1889, the sum of $177,- 
366,007. Add the amount expended by the Provincial Gov­
ernments before Confederation, viz. : $63,635,092, and we 
have a total of $241,001, 099.

An official return, corrected to 4th September, 1890, gives 
the following financial statement for the year ended 30th 
June, 1890: —
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The cost of collecting the Customs Revenue in 1889 was 
only $3.65 per cent. The average cost since Confederation 
has been $4.60 per cent. In the United Kingdom the cost 
is $4.62 per cent.

The gross public debt of Canada on 30th June, 1889, 
was $287,722,063, and the net public debt $237,530,042, 
an increase over the preceding year of $3,208,221 and 
$2,998,683 respectively. The assets on 30th June, 1889, 
amounted to $50,192,021, an increase of $209,538 since the 
previous year. The debt of Canada has been consequent 
upon the assumption of the several provincial debts 
existing at the time of Confederation, the expenditures 
incurred in the construction of the Intercolonial and 
Canadian Pacific Railways, and other public works, the 
enlargement and improvement of canals, harbors and rivers, 
the acquisition and management of the North-West Ter­
ritories, and a subsequent re-arrangement of the Pro­
vincial debts. Yet the present net debt is some $7,000,000 
less than the amounts expended for the Intercolonial and 
Canadian Pacific Railways, for canals and for the debts of 
the provinces.

Revenue—

Customs................................. $23,971,351
Excise..................................... 7,601,427

■ „ ™  $31,571,778
Post Office................................................... 2,357,389
Public Works, Railways and Canals........  3,800,110
Miscellaneous................................  2,131,091

--------------- $39,861,368
Expenditure......................................................................... 35,857,130

Surplus Revenue......................................................... $ 4,004,238

Expenditure on Capital Account—

Public Works, Railways and Canals........ $ 3,925,080
Railway Subsidies....................................... 1,678,196
Dominion Lands......................................... 134,082

Gross Debt................................................... $286,089,126
Assets......................................................... 48,040,488

5,737,358

Net debt 30th June, 1890. $238,048,638

In 1868, the assets amounted to $17,317,410, and in 
1889 to $50,192,021, an increase of $32,874,611. The 
assets comprise only interest-bearing investments, loans, 
cash and banking accounts, no credit being taken for unsold 
Government lands nor for railways, canals, public buildings 
or other works which the Government either own or to the 
construction of which they have contributed. In 1868 the 
interest-bearing assets amounted to $15,853,720 or 91 per 
cent, of the whole amount; in 1889 they were $32,479,453 
or 65 per cent, of the whole.

The actual interest paid on the debt for 1889 was $10,- 
148,931,and the average rate per cent, was $3 52, a decrease 
of $r.i2 since 1868. The interest received from assets was 
$Ii3°5i39j, lhus reducing the amount of the interest charge 
to $8,843,539, and the average rate of interest paid to $3.07 
per cent.—the smallest rate, excepting the years 1884-85-86, 
since Confederation.

The Dominion notes in circulation, and which bear no 
interest, have increased from $3,113,700 in 1867 to $15,-


