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CITY MILK SUPPLY 
DEPARTMENT

Hamilton Milk Producers Agree 
to Sign Yearly Contract

Ed., The Dairyman and Farming 
World : The Hamilton milk producers 
have bowed submissively to the rul­
ings of the retailers and agreed to 
sign yearly contracte for milk at 
16 cents a gallon, the contracts com­
mencing in May.

This step was decided upon at n 
meeting of the producers’ association 
held in Hamilton on Saturday, April j 
24th. Last year, 15 cents a gallon [ 
was paid for the live summer months 
and 16 cents during the winter 
months.

For a summer price 16 cents is 
a reasonable one. It compares f ivor-1 
ably with that ruling in other lead- j 
ing cities and will enable producers 
to realize a fair profit from their | 
business. As an average price through­
out the year, however, it is much too 
low in view of feed and other condi- ' 
tions existing this past season, and 
prices paid elsewhere.

Two causes were operative in bring­
ing about this decision. One, and 1 
the chief one, is lack of cooperation ! 
among the members of the producers' 
association ; the other is the fact 
that the retail price of the larger 
milk companies in Hamilton is be- 
ing undercut by a number of indis- 1 
creet prislucers who are retailing their j 
own milk at any price. Among a 
class of consumers who cannot dis- j 
criminate between milk values in 
the hopes of realizing greater profits. ; 
This latter cause is ruining the milk 
business both from the retail and 
wholesale standpoint.

At the meeting held on Saturday to 
decide upon a price it was learned 
that a number of the members had 
already contracted their milk at 15c 
a gallon. This knowledge gave the 
retailers, who had not contracted for 
any milk, good cause to be bold in 
offering a price and made the produc­
ers “weak kneed" with the rèsult 
aforementioned. Two or three fight­
ers held out for 16 cents for summer 
only, the contracts to run until Octo­
ber 1, when new contracts would be 
made. These men felt that in view 
of what had been done in Toronto 
last spring and prevailing prices else­
where the retailers could be forced 
to pay this price even if at the ex­
pense of the producers lodng some 
milk through holding it for a day or 
so. The amendment favoring this, 
however, was voted down. This 
means that the producers are ac­
cepting without a murmur practical­
ly the offer of the retailers who cer-
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tainly would not put up a figure that 
would not bring them a nice profit. 
The producers, on the other hand, 
must puzzle themselves for another 
year how best to make ends meet. 
Many of them lest winter, at 16 
cents a gallon, found this impossible. 
Until the producei < agree to hold 
together and work together for their 
common good they cannot hope to 
accomplish anything in the way of 
increased and profitable prices for 
milk — G. H. C.

Control of Milk Supply
Since milk is so extremely variable 

in quality, and is so easily adult­
erated ; since often considerable vari­
ations are not readily detected ; above 
all, because the amount of milk used 
by any given person or family is 
comparatively small, the consumer 
of milk is almost wholly at the mercy 
of the producer and dealer, and must 
rely for a good product very largely 
upon their honor. The State has re­
cognized this, and to prevent imposi­
tion by unscrupulous people, has in 
various ways sought to regulate the 
-ale of milk and like products. The 
chief means used has been to estab­
lish arbitrary standards of quality, 
and to subject to fine those dealers 
whose goods should be found to be 
below .the required standard. The 
standards established by various 
states and municipalities have varied 
widely. From 2.5 to 3.7 per cent, of 
fat, and from 11.6 to 13 per cent, of 
total solids have been the minimum 
requirements. These standards, while 
ellicient in securing honest dealing 
where they arc rigidly enforced, nev­
ertheless may work injustice, so far 
as honesty of the dealer is concerned, 
under various circumstances, and may 
prevent the production and sale of a 
comparatively low quality product at 
a reasonable price. It would seem 
therefore, that the best means of 
regulating the traffic in milk would 
be, not to set up an artificial standard 
to which all must come, but to re­
quire each individual dealer to guar­
antee his own standard, and hold 
him responsible if his milk were 
found below. In this way it would 
be possible to sell milk of various 
qualities, from strictly skimmed to 
heavy cream, upon a gradual scale of 
prices, with exact justice to every­
one.-Prof. H H. Wing. Cornell Uni-

The Farmers’ Feed Situation
In our last week’s issue, we gave 

some space to reports upon the feed 
situation throughout the country. 
The following is more of the situation 
as sized up by our correspondents:

Feed is very scarce here and farm­
ers have had to buy more than last 
y. ar.—James 8. Miller, Parry Sound

Farmers will not need to buy any­
more feed this spring than usual — 
J R. Aylesworth, Lennox and Ad­
dington Co., Ont.

Feed is higher in price and farmers 
will need to buy more of it this 
spring than last - Wm. Corning, Yar» 
mouth Co., N. 8.

There will be little or no feed 
bought this spring.—Geo. Binnie. 
South Grey, Ont.

Feed is scarce and farmers will 
have to buy much more than usual.— 
F A. Comerford, Hastings Co., Ont.

Farmers are feeding very sparing­
ly. I don’t see or hear of much feed 
moving. There is some enquiry now 
and then—N. 8. Palmerton, Norfolk 
Co.. Ont.

The feed position will depend some­
what upon the spring Not often is 
hay advertised for sale, as much as 
it is this season in the local paper. 
—C. F. V.. Grey Co.. Ont.

Farmers have feed to sell and are 
selling it at good prices—W. M. 
Macadam, Prescott Co., Ont.

CHEAP EXCURSIONS
TO THE WEST

Our Special Land Seekers’ Excursions will leave 
Ontario and Eastern points on the following dates:

April 14th and 28th May 12th and 26th 
June 9th and 23rd July 7th and 21st
August 4th and 18th Sept. 1st, 15th and 29th

FARE AS FOLLOWS I

$40.50 RETURN
to Calgary from any point on the C. P. R. East of 
Sudbury, in Ontario, Quebec or New Brunswick. Ex­
cursionists from the Maritime Provinces will congregate 
at St. John.

Intending purchasers of Western lands are invited to join our 
excursions. Applications for passage must be received at least two 
days before date advertised—earlier if possible.

We hold the exclusive agency for large blocks of rich, specially 
selected lands in Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Manitoba at $8.00 per 
acre and upwards, for choice location on easy terms by cash instal­
ments and Crop Payments. Write us for list of lands and terms.

These lands are all situated in the best wheat districts. Terms 
are liberal and should be looked into by every person contemplating 
going to the West.

THE LAND DEPARTMENT UNION TRUST CO’Y
LIMITED

174 BAY STREET - TORONTO, ONT.
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stretching wire fence», lifting wegon-hoie». nick or injured animals, 
etc.. It Ii7ntll»|ieii»*hln to fermeru. Saves labor ol two or three men.
t.VMXtr'VXïOm HOW. CO., Toronto, Con.

Farmers will have to buy more feed 
this spring than a year ago—Geo. 
Wright, Wellington Co.. Ont.

Most farmers huvu sufficient feed. 
They are feeding with more rare than 
usual. Live stock are coming through 
the winter in fair condition. A few 
are short of feed, but there will be 
Little loss for want of it. There is 
not much grain marketed here. High 
prices last fall induced some to mar­
ket more than they would otherwise 
havd done which leaves feed scarcer 
than it otherwise would be.—Wm. 
Thurston. Victoria Co., Ont.

Farmers have to buy a lot more 
feed than a year ago. They are buy­
ing chiefly grain, bran and corn.— 
Chas. Van Blaricom, Hastings Co.,

As a rule there is plenty of rough 
feed in this section. Farmers are 
not buying so largely of mill feeds 
and coarse grains as usual.—F. W. 
Heacock, York Co., Ont.

I do not think farmers will have 
to buy any more feed than usual — 
R Cullis

Farmers will have to buy more feed 
than a year ago.—Chas. O'Reilly, Pe- 
terboro Co., Ont.

There is a marked scarcity of both 
grain and fodder in this section. 
Many farmers are buying hay and 
straw at top prices. Hay is selling 
at $5 a ton more than a year ago at 
this time and straw is double the ord- !

1 mirv price. Most granaries are 
nearly empty and the majority are 
depending on mill feed.—W. R. Car­
rot’, Oxford Co., Ont.

I think feed will hold out here pret­
ty well, owing to the careful feeding 
practised during the winter. Farm­
ers will not have to buy any more 
or very litle more than a year ago — 
Win. Collins, Peterboro Co.

Feed is very scarce here but not 
nearly as short as anticipated. Most 
farmers have enough to pull through 
on. About 10 per cent, more farmers 
are buying feed this year than last.— 
Wm. Pratt, Simcoe Co., Ont.

Feed is scarce as we have never 
imported any hay or straw ; farmers 
are making what they have, do,or are 
buying from neighbors who have a 
little to spare. As to grain feed, so 
many sows were sold off last fall, and 
so few pigs wintered that the demand 
for grain will not be so great as a 
year ago.—E. C. McGrachy, Kent Co.

Through the system of advanced 
registry, many breeders of Holeteine 
have been enabled to increase the pro­
duce cows which have made and held 
the world's milk and butter records, 
thereby outclassing all other dairy 
breeds.—H. Bollert, Oxford Co., Ont.

I could not farm successfully now 
without a manure spreader. It not 
only saves labor but it performs the 
work a great deal better.—R. E. 
Lumpkins, Brant Go.


