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OUR W EST - A MANUFACTURING CENTRE

FOR years we have been lis­
tening to seemingly well in­
formed men making the ri­

diculous statement that Western 
Canada is primarily, if not exclu­
sively, an agricultural country, 
not suited to manufacturing.

They allege that industrial de­
velopment, as far as Canada is 
concerned is the prerogative of 
the East. They are willing that 
we should farm, and when manu­
facturing is prospering they are 
wiling to pay us fair prices for 
our products.

Edmonton Cit> has a Great Garment

Four men sat down to lunch 
one day. After some time, Bill, 
who sat at the head of the table, 
said : "Fred, here’s the ten dol­
lars I owe you for repairs on my 
car.” Fred, taking the ten spot, 
passed it across to Doctor J., say­
ing, "Doc., that squares my little 
account with you.” The doctor, 
possibly inspired by the good ex­
ample, passed it to George who

measure of compensation for the 
long hours of toil we give to its 
agricultural pursuits until we 
have developed manufacturing in­
dustries to take up the slack in the 
centres of population, where the 
boys and girls who do not desire 
to follow agriculture may go; to 
find satisfactory and profitable 
employment not too far from the 
old home, and where we can de-

□
reaching a high standard of per­
fection both in its treatment of the 
wage earners as well as in the 
quality of its products.

The old feud of employer and 
employee will, <Te hope and be­
lieve, nev'.T be tolerated in West­
ern Canada. There is plenty of 
opportunity for men of broad vis­
ion and high ideals in the indus­
trial fields of Western Canada.

O11 this page is a photo of the 
interior of the Great Western Gar­
ment Co.’s work room in the City 
of Edmonton.
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This hoary-headed bogey is no 
longer effective in scaring away 
a single observer of the trend of 
things, who has the wit of a 
jack-daw and the eyesight of a 
field-mouse.

We insist that any community 
is entitled to all the benefits it 
can enjoy through the employ­
ment of it’s own people in pro­
ducing the necessities of its par­
ticular life. The wealth of any 
community is, after all, only the 
aggregate of the wealth of its in­
dividuals and its accumulation 
depends not alone on thrift but 

ï on its ability to retain and keep 
moving within its borders the 
wealth it produces. Illustrating 
this we recall an old, true story.

sat next, saying, "This is just the 
amount 1 owe you, George, take 
it and keep it.”

But George, happening to owe 
a similar amount to Bill, paid up 
like a man, and after paying debts 
to the amount of forty dollars, 
the original good old ten spot 
found its way back to its original 
owner.

It’s an old story we admit, but 
of all the books we have read 
on political, social, domestic and 
financial economy, nothing has 
ever impressed us more deeply 
with the great possibilities of in­
creasing the value of a dollar as 
this simple story.

We believe this great Western 
country will never enjoy its full

velop a ready market for our farm 
products.

Canada is large, and in advan­
cing these views as we do, let our 
readers not misconstrue our atti­
tude towards the East. Much of 
our success we owe to the gener­
ous treatment of the East during 
our early efforts ; but, like the boy 
who, when he comes to man’s 
estate, keenly appreciative of the 
lasting gratitude he owes to his 
parents, still finds it necessary to 
go out into the world on his own 
wing, sometimes even in competi­
tion with the parent stock.

We think there is little doubt 
that industrial development is 
coming strong in the western 
provinces, and gives promise of

The company started manufac­
turing shirts, overalls and pants in 
1911, and from that date the 
growth of the company’s business 
has bc°n altogether phenomenal. 
This result has been wholly se­
cured by the high standard of the 
goods manufactured by the Great 
Western Garment Co.

It is the purpose of our friends 
to maintain this standard of qual­
ity, believing as they do that in no 
other way can the confidence of 
the public be permanently se­
cured. We cordially invite the at­
tention and interest of our readers 
to their announcement as it ap­
pears in this and subsequent is­
sues of "The Canadian Thresher- 
man and Farmer.”


