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It ii quite sufficient to have the work ot I cleanliness, the good name and reputation of the me 
pluck) firemen retarded by the network iro|jolis, demand our instant and united action in this 
jf wires now lining many of the prin- :m|>ortant matter, 

eipal streets of Montreal without adding to this ob
stacle by permitting the streets to get into such a state 
that the tire engines and their drivers are now en
dangered by the many holes they encounter « hen re
sponding to an alarm The proper view to take of 
this serious ipicstion is embodied in a telegram from 
New Orleans to New York on the 24th inst., in 
which it is stated that certain portions of the business 
district of New Orleans arc without protection from 
fire. The streets are im|tassable by reason of the 
desultory drainage and conduit w ork now being done.
Great ditches block the street crossings in many places 
and huge piles of stone debris blockade some of the 
principal street- Millions of dollars worth of pro
perty arc in jeopardy of destruction by fire, flic re
port adds that fire once started in this blockaded sec
tion of New Orleans, it would lie almost impossible 
to prevent a conflagration. As the threatened local
ity was only recently re rated and considerable reduc
tions made in insurance rates, the companies concern
ed will probably arouse the citizens to action in the 
matter.
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In discussing the phenomenal advance 
m the price of copper, some of the Brit

ish financial papers have incidentally drawn attention 
to the increased demand for manufactured and refined 
copper. It is not surprising to learn that to the in
creasing demands of electricity is attributed much tf 
the immense business doing in this valuable metal. 
But, in connection with the question whether the de
mand will keep pace with the supply, it will surprise 
many to learn that, of the world's output of copper for 
la-t year, 424,000 tons, over one half, was supplied by 
the I'nited States. In 1872 the United States produc
tion was only 12.51s) tons, whereas in |8<)8 it aim mut
ed to 234,000 tolls.

Such an enormous increase will give one same idea 
of the resources |assessed by our neighbours, and 
must, as a matter of course, serve to draw attention 
to the splendid mineral beds of the Dominion of t ail 
ada. Some of the dividends declared by the leading 
copper mines are almost too good to publish. Thus 
wi find the l aluiuet and llccla with a capital of $2.- 
500,000 has returned to its happy shareholders no less 
a sum than 000,000.

I hat copper should be selected as the basis for a 
1 ombilic of the most colossal proportions is not sur
prising. The attention being devoted to copper 
mines has been the feature of the London Stuck Ex
change for some time past, and the "Daily Telegraph" 
of that city recently published an exhaustive article 
dealing with the prospects of this now precious metal. 
In referring to the enhanced demand for copper for 
ships, guns and electrical purposes, the “Telegraph" 
•ays: "It i- quite possible, and even probable, that 
tie shall see still higher prices maintained for some 
time to come, but the higher the quotation the more 
surely and the more quickly it will bring its 
reaction.”

It

In New < >rl< ans. also, the citizens have 
been showing contempt for their civic 
rulers, by sticking up boanls in all tiic 

most neglecte<l localities, hearing jeering ami sarcastic 
allusions to the miserable incapacity of those in au
thority over them Some of the more sanguinary suf
ferers by the ncglecteil condition of the streets have 
labelled lamp |»osts with the liantes 
mittccmcn. a significant hint at the fate awaiting 
them tf the streets are not shortly cleaned

Indignation in Montreal at the same state of af
fairs as that existing in the South is likelx to find ex 
pression at a public meeting, and. although an out
break of abuse or violence is not likely to occur in a 
peaceful Canadian city, it will not be surprising if 
those to whom the care of our streets is committed

The Streets of 
Montreal.

of the road com

own

In 1870 the world's production amounted to 82,:.jo
tons, and the price was $380 per ton. In 1805, with 
an estimated production of from .>00.000 to 220,000 
tons, the price had fallen to $215. Now, with a pro
duction which is calculated to have reached

will he asked t » retire from the positions they now 
Can it he jmssihle that the Road Com-disgrace

mittee have no sense of sight or smell ' Xre the holes 
•n St. James Street and other of the main thorough 
fares of the metropolis not visible to them ' Are the 
pestiferous smells arising from the tilth\ side streets 
as the odour of daintv and sweet spring violets to 
these sleeps ami useless guardians of the public 
health ? The subject is a sickening one to deal with, 
and the more exasperating because of the fact that 
such neglect is costing Montreal more thousands of 
dollars’ damage from undesirable advertising of the 
city's shame than proper attention to the filthy streets

42.».*
000 tons in i8»>8, we find copper again approaching 
the 1870 mark, the present price being over $350 
her ton.

< H the Anaconda, one of the proj>crties mentioned 
as included in the rumoured combine, the “Telegraph" 
‘.i>s that the mine has in the last three x cars paid 
$t).otio.<xx) in dividends.

The “Telegraph" adds that it is essential that sub
scribers to new copper companies should assure them
selves. not only that they possess a mine which will 
j»a> at the present quotation of the metal, hut that they 
have got one which can make a profit when the ine
vitable reaction brings copper down to possibly less 
than half its current price.

could jxissihlv cost
As the loud rapping at the d«**r of the civic Rip \ an 

Winkles meets with 110 response, let the threatened 
public meeting he held without dclax Health and


