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Don't buy bees In cold weather, or 
until all danger of their dying from 
starvation or many other spring 
troubles, Is past. The beginner is gen­
erally In a great hurry to possess his 
first hive of bees, and If he looks about 
him at this time of year (March) he 
can usually find somebody who Is Just 
as keen to sell as he Is to buy. He 
may go on a mild day to a man who 
has bees to sell, and may see the bees 
flying strongly from the hive. At least, 
he may think that they are flying 
strongly, whereas, they may be only 
flying, and there Is a whole lot of dif­
ference between flying and flying 
strongly. The beginner, who has had 
no experience with bees, may not be 
able to distinguish the difference, but 
It Is there all the same. To the begii- 
ner, any number of bees look like "a 
lot,” because he may never have seen 
a real lot to know what they look'd 
like. To the beginner, a bee Is a bee, 
and that Is all he knows about It. It 
may be an old bee or a young, a strong, 
bright, active healthy bee, a weak worn 
out no good bee, a black bee, a hybrid 
bee or an Italian bee, but the beginner 
doesn’t know how to distinguish one of 
these characteristics from an > tvr. and 
It would not avail him much if he did 
know—not in the matter of buying bees 
in March, for there Is plenty of time 
between March and safety for all con­
ditions with the bees in the hive to 
change. The beginner Is apt to get 
the idea that, by the middle of March, 
the bees’ troubles are ended. On the 
contrary, they are often Just beginning, 
and I think It Is no exaggeration to 
say that more colonies of bees die be­
tween the middle of March and the 
middle of April, in this climate (On­

tario), than In any other month of tin 
year.

The causes are many, and would re- 
quire several pages to go Into full;. 
Three of the principal ones are star­
vation, poor queens and what Is known 
as “spring dwindling.” The first is the 
worst stumbling block to the beginner 
He has an idea, most likely, that the 
bees are safe from starvation as soon 
as they begin working on the willow» 
elms, soft maples and other early flow­
ers. But they are not unless they hart 
honey left over from last year, and one] 
of the first things for the beginner tn 
learn Is that, except in specially fav­
ored localities and seasons (and tl 
chances are his locality is not special! 
favored) bees are not sure of enougt] 
new honey to keep them going uni 
the clover blooms. The second eaun| 
of spring loss mentioned above—] 
queens—is something that has to 
attended to late In the summer, for 
colony that starts the season with 
poor queen, even with an expert 
charge to detect the trouble and sul 
stltute a good young queen, has 
handicap that will put It out of tl 
running as a very good colony whi 
the honey harvest comes 

The trouble known as "spring dwli 
dling” may be caused by any one of 
number of things or by a comblnatll 
of them. A falling queen, a shorti 
of food (without actual starvation! 
unfavorable weather, or poor winterli 
conditions are all fruitful causes, 
that live through the winter nearly 
die very soon after active work bi 
In the spring, the length of time tl 
live depending on the conditions uni 
which they wintered. If everyth! 
was right and the bees came out strot 
bright and healthy, with little low 
vitality during their conflnefent, tl 
will live longer in the spring than 
which have had a "hard racket" dl 
ing the winter and come out v. eaki 
in vlltallty, even there may be appi
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