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HOLDING OUT. problem before ue. He telle ue that 

when hie pilgrim was in the Intereen 
tore house, he was led into room 
where a fire was burning against a wall.
A man stood by it, pouring water on the 
fire; yet it burned up higher and hotter.
Christian asks an explanation of the
mystery. The Interpreter explains to
him that the fire is the work of grace 
wrought in the soul; that the one that 
caste on the water i# the devil, and yet 
the tiame i# only increased under the
devil's trenchings. Christian is taken '-e! UJ 1* gr,ler„l for what a,,,, h„ 
around to the other eide oi the wall, done as well as for what He lias
and there he discover* a person with a doi“‘- for the deserved puniehments that 
vessel of oil in hie hand, who is con- He withholds (v. 10». 
stantly feeding tire Same. "This per. Nature praises God; so do joyous little
eon, says the Interpreter. Jeeue children, and wise old J 3 1 lU
vhriet, who continually with the oil of 
his grace maintains the work already 
begun in the heart, so that, notwith
standing all that the devil can do, the 
souls of Christ’s people prove gracious 
stilL”

GRATITUDE.* 
Some Bible Hint*.

By Rev. Theodore L. Guy 1er, D.D.

Thoee that study John Bunyan's "Pil
grim's Progress” (which is the best book 
in the English language after the Bible) 
must have noticed how many of his 
characters were at some time on the 
road to the Celestial City, and yet never 
got there. Poor Pliable retreats after 
one flounder in the Slough of Despond; 
Timorous .s frightened back at the eight 
c*f the lions; and Demas gets engulfed 
in the pit under the hill Lucre. These 
characters have their counterparts in 
our churches in these days. 1 need not 
waste any words on such persons, for 
they were only sham Christiane from 
the start; the vast number of beginner*, 
who are in sincere earne.it, I wish to 
remind of the solemn truth, "He that 
endureth to the end shall be saved." 
There is no assurance that any others 
will be saved.

Thanksgiving requires all that is with
in us, all high qualities; not only speech, 
but thought and memory and reason 
and affection and earnestness (v. 1).

Simply remembering God's kindness 
es is en.,ugh; gratitude is sure to fol 
lo.v. But do we often enough review 
them I (v. 2.)

men, and the 
groat hosts of heaven; but these praise, 
do not avail for me (v. 22>.

Suggestive Thoughts.
To express our

ai , , , words^Uavid's,
Since endurance t0 the eua ia ee.eu- same that Paul re«hedtllli’eut|i? Mid c! n" aTleait

aftL ,T” Le,re and heale“ htre‘ that tl,e Lurd whom he had believed Hi mghla!
after, the vital questions ate: On what wae able to keep tnat euul which he had
Uau1"!?! T “l b|e6,‘“ner a“ Cllrls committed to him. It to the same «il*

!‘l mT ? hoU OUt to th6 M"*1 tiu11 thal p«tsr discuverea when he de-
mn? Th*11 h ° d° 5° hl“ holding dared that "we are kept.d by the power
out. The charm ot novel.y soon wea«- ot Uod through faith, unto salvation "
oft, and temptations assail every one The power of Uod is the only
mw oath ir °!‘ 6 !“rale!l“ a“d “ar, uf >,,ur strength, and tlie only basis for
row path. Hindrances are encountered your endurance to the end. Idle doee
at every stop, end tulle of diOcu!» have not nullify free agency; and tills gives
to be clambered, ihe world givee him you no pretext to, saying, "It Jesus
no help, except the help oi lie nidifier- Christ takee care of me, I need have no 
ence or its open opposition; this last care lor myself." That is the devil's 
may do him good n he is os the right caricature ut the doctrine of 
lueial, for head winds fan the furnace Oheerve that vital condition, “through
of lue engine. Inward luete ol eome faith." It is about equivalent to eay-
eur ate to be encountered, lueu, too, ing that Uod send, victory to a right-
each individual has some lundranoee and eous cause through good generalship
obstacles that are peculiar to himself, and hard fighting. Faith is more than 1,1 wrili,lg a toiler to an earthly friend
*“£-•“ ur * eentimeut in U,is glorious text; it is wh» "“l us a line present we use
fickleness of disposition, or social suane, an act. It ie your euul's grip ou your °,ni ,beal ""'nie; why not use them in
or temptations in bneinees, or the lack Saviour. Unlese thie iact ia shown by tllMllllhg Cod for His best ot all gifts,
nrivn“!‘Ual «u“ou“d“igs aud Uhristiaii good works and strenuous deeds ol duty, "hat if each of cur common blessings
privileges. Ihe prevailing currents in and by godly living, then the faith is yi‘c!i as sight, came to
uns world do not set Uodward; a reeo- but a pious sham. Ihe apostle uf com- a separate package or a check
lute Christian has to swim up stream, mon sense, James, pungently saye ba,lkl We “tight then
Here, then, is the problem for every one "Faith without works is dead." The grat®lul.
uf ue: 1 must hold out to the end, or two together, failli and activity, are the To Think About,
l am lost. To take one step toward parents whence spring all true and
heaven dues not bring me there unless noble and fruitful livea. A blest and fi0" do 1 she* my gratitude to men,
1 go over the whole road. He lliat eu- beautiful partnership is this, my friend, , ,d? 1 e'Jow my gratitude to Cod,
dureUi to the end ie the man that is between you and Jesue, you holding , Am 1 ““Coining more happy,
caved; yee, and savee other euule, also. fast to Jesus, and Jesus upholding you dlscont™tedI

by hid mighty arm.
The fatal curse that work# so much

mieehief in our churuhe# and mission From David learn to give thanks in 
work and reform m 'vemeut# ia the want everything. Every furrow ia the book of
uf hold onativenes#. borne teacher* drop Fsalms i# sown with seeds of thanks
out of Sunday school, and Endeuvorers Riving. Jeremy Taylor, 
out ot their «ociety, as eoou a# the nov- ^ single grateful thought towards
elty ie off, or a# eoon a* the pull grow» h€aven i# the most perfect prayer.— 
heavy. Some ministers petition us to . .
help them into another field; their pres Gratitude is the mother of virtues.—
ent one i* a "hard field;’’ they are try- nHSfu a •
ing to run when God ie about to eend Ura,1jude is a duty none can be ex
the shower of hie Spirit. It ie the hard ^SaU8e » it always at our
Held that needs th! plow and the liar- °Wn d‘sP<*a'-Cham>u. 
row. A vast deal of the Christian work 
in our laud ends in a spasmodic spurt 
uf «hurt lived euthueia#m, and the cauee 
of all this fitfulnwe in feeling aud fail
ure in Christian effort i# the lack uf 
Jesus Chritit in the cure of the heart a* 
the une almighty, all enduring, aud per
petual «laying power to the end of the 
race. The runner that holds out has 
Christ’s strength in hie sinews; the eol- 
dier whnee faith in Chriet stands fire to 
the last shot is the one that wins the 
victor’s crown.

gratitude in another's 
Whittier’s — is better 

express it at all; but we 
any that they

Much gratitude may be expressed in 
fcong; but how seldom we think of what 
we are singing I

It is well to think at the end of every 
day of the kindness done you for which 
you have not expressed your gratitude.

Gratitude may become a habit, and 
then happiness becomes a habit

are our

source

A Few Illustrations.
Gratitude unexpressed id like a photo 

graphic plate undeveloped.
If we any “Thank you" every time the 

oread IS passed to ue at table, why 
Uod, lllUe *’* receive a Messing from

aetiur„u* e.

ue each day as
on some 

remember to be

or more

It may be eaid that we must nave 
solid principle at the bottom, a# Nathan 
iiaie had the principle uf pairiotiem 
when he went to the gailow# a# a mar
tyr for hie country, aud Livingstone had 
uie principle of noiy zeal lor euule when 
he went to die as a middionary in mid- 
Africa. All very true; but whence comes 
the principle! lluw ie it to be main
tained f When the novelty lia# uied out, 
aud wheu sharp temptatiund aeeaii, and 
the load gete heavy aud the road eteep 
and rough, what power can keep >ou 
moving Conversion is not the ground of 
Chrietian pereeverauce. Converaion ie 
only a eiugle etep, a single proceed. A 
great, decisive step, indeed, aud a vital 
proceee. But convereiun due# not insure 
coutinuoue growth and final victory, any 
more than enlistment in an army iu- 
euree suocese in etanding tough marchee 
or eteru encounter# with the enemy. It 
ineures no man's final ealvation. The 
heart that ie converted must be kept 
right, kept strong, kept faithful; the in
ward citadel over which float# Christ'# 
eneign hae got to be garrieoned and 
guarded. Who shall do thief The 
Christian muet watch, you say. True 
enough; our Master liae 'aid, "I eay 
unto all, Watch." Again ue hae 
mauded, "Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation." Yet all the watch 
ing in the world and all the praying and 
all the working cannot eave you a# long 
as you rely on them for salvation.

A Cluster of Quotations.

DAILY READINGS.
M.. No

Nov. 17—Gratitude required 
Ps. 60: 14-23.

W *18 rv 18-GrBtltude in Pub'«c.
T., ^Nov^ 19-Thanksgiving in
F., Nov. 20—'Thanksgiving 

John 6: 10. 11.
8-, Nov: 21—Gratitude for converts, Eph.

I- Nov. *2—Topic : Songs of the 
Heart. X.II. Gratitude, and how to 
express It. Ps. 103. (Thanksgiving 
Day meeting.)

v. Id—Gratiturde of the heavenly 
8-1L

Ps. 36:

before meals.

Re
-GT..

Brooklyn, N.Y.

O Son of God, who loveet me,
I will be tliine alone,

And all I have, and all I am 
Shall henceforth be thine own.

Wealth is often a oaeket in which men 
hide their ornpaeeior. for their fellow 
men until the time comes to ma’.e a 
will or the angel of death rape on theNo plan humbly and earnestly made, 

in observance of the Father’s will, oan 
T . _ , , .... fall of final success. The man’s
John Bunyan In hie immortal allegory j* finite; God’e wisdom ie in

give a fine figurative answer to the *Y. P. Topic 22nd Nov.—Gratitude and 
How to Exprees it.—Pe. 103.finite.

_______


