The attempt to set up a morality inde-
pendent of this prineiple is a delusion. it
belongs to that realm of abstractions
where ghostly, flitting forms of thought
masquerade nefore the mma as things
veal. Men and women who are in the
veal world need precisely such Lopes of
recompense at the resurrection of the just
Jesus sets hefore them.  The effect
is not to make them selfish or mereenary.
It never has been so. But on the con
trary, the more sincerely they have he

vieved in these great promises the less
aelfish heve been their lives. Those early
Christians who pnt themselves at the

Yridgeless stream which crossed some lone.
1y highway. m order to carry over the
helpless  traveler without compensation,
od in another world and its ve-
wards, And so did the monks who went
irto the Alps and watched for men and
women lost in the storm and ready tc
perigh,

o one who reads the words that fel,
fron the Master's lips. “for thou shalt he
recompensed at the resurrection of the
just,” helieves that they appeal to his
selfisnness He knows in his inmost
heart that they rebuke a worldly, self
seeking spirst, and that' the Saviour's pro
mise has a power over him which is puri
fying and ennobling.”

e

O;IUM IN CHINA.

Christians everywhere, and missionari
in China especially, rejoice m the move
ment e that country from the
compulsory treaty by which England com-
toleration of the opium traffie
It scems that

to

pels the
by the Clinese empire.
the agitation in China and England, and
reinforced by the friendly campaign in
America, must result in a speedy end of
England’s unenviable relation  to  this
body and soul-destroying traflic.  In the
House of Commons the following resolu-
tion was recently offered:
“This House reatlivms
that the Indo-Chinese opium trade is mor-

its  conviction

ally indefensible and requests His Majes-
to take
for bringing 1t

ty's Government such steps as

may be necessary o a
speedy close.”

In seconding this resolution a member is
quoted as making some strong and jus
titiable Among other things
fie said:

“We are doing the devil's work by this
trade in China,  The missionaries saved
a soul here and there, but for every one

statements,

the British Government sent ten to hell.”

It is painful to read that with out ques
tioning the statements quoted.  No less
an authority than Mr. Morley, the Secre-
of State for India under the new
Government, pleaded for the House to ex-
ercise patience until something could be
done to remmburse the Indian Exchequer
for the loss of the $15,000,00  anuually
which was being derived from the opium
traflic with China.  That England will
not much longer stand for the notoriously
immoral opium trafiic on the low ground
of its necessity to preveni a government
Jeficit’ is indicated by the passage of the
above resolution by the House of Com-
mons wicnout division. It now remains
for the Upper House to make effective the
desire of the whole British Empire by the
adoption of the resolution, and thus give
ground for the hope of a speedy termina-
tion of the accursed opium traflic in
China,

—————————————
Mattrew Arnold's poems, with an in-
troduction by Alice Meynell, are to be
printed in the Red Letter Library, which
Blackie and Son are publishing.

THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

BEAUTY AND STRENGTH.

The necessity  of both  heauty and
strength in life, and the imperfection of
iife when either  of  these qualities is
lacking, were the central thoughts of an
interesting and  impressive  sermon by
tev. Rrof. Wicher, of San Francisco, at
St Andrew's  church,  Toronto,  last
sunday morning.  The thoughts of the
sermon were suggested by the building of
the pillars in the porch of Solomon's @m-
ple, as described in the seventh chapter
of first Kings, part of the twenty-second
derse. reading. “And upon the top of
the pillars was lily work.”

“In those pillars strength was topped
by beauty, and the useful ended in the
graceful,” said the speaker. “Those were
the heroie days of labor; the cume of
all our work today is that we have lost
the idea of God in it. The highest con

ception of religion is the getting of it
into lowly things, and work faithfully
done s worship In our day there is
great desire for the lily work  withoot

the pillars; thousands of men would like
to have the virtues of their fathers, but

they mave not their fathers’ faith, These
are the days in which many want the
beauty without the work of putting in

the solid foundation.”

“The decay of principles to-day.” con

tinwed Mr. Wicher, “is alarming to all
but the thppante 1 wonder  what we
would do if we had the &lave question

to settle to-day? We  sing, ‘Onward,
Christian Soldiers,” but mueh of our sing
mz of that hymn mockery.  This
fs a generation which yie itselfl  to
tritles air. T tolerates
religions but
not to
convietions,

light as

life,

suposed

the man s
give  expression to his

ons

L:ealing with the other side of the sub
jeet, that is. that strength
suflicient, the preacher
natuce shaped itself to loveliness,
that beauty  was dinwrought in all its
patterns,  The world owed much to the
Puritans, but a higher type of man was
he whe put fus zeal into force with ten
derness, gontleness and refinement.  Some
men were so conscientions that they ex
hibited  diabolical  qualities, and
business men conducted théir business so
pumetilionsly that, in spite of their hon
esty, nobody liked them. The
some such people whom  we wanted t8
“meet in heaven,” but did not want to
meet very often on earth,

Lack of life in beauty was as much
v sin against Christ  as  was dack of
strength, said the preacher. Chnist com
fined strength and beauty, and it was
for the peopte of today to follow His ex
ample.  History gave examples of great
men of the same age, some of whom nad
showed great strength, and the others
strength combined with beauty. Napoleon
had been mighty with his sword, and had
convitised @ continent,  but  Scott had
been mighty with his pen and haa tound
‘sermons in stones, hooks in the running
brooks, and good in everything.” In 1871
Napoleon's monument had been hurled
down, but in the same year Scott’s had
been wreathed in flower Carlyle had
nad a powerful and profound ntellect,
and had been a goot hater, but Ruskin
had incarnated in lus hfe the beauty of
which he wrote.

one is not
pointed out that
and

some

were

By a majority of 574 the French legis-
lature has passed a bill enforving a day
of rest in that country. Thus the “Con-
tinental Sunday™ will become much near-
er the ideal than the English, 1In e
lund, says the Belfast Witness, the Iligh
Anglicans  desecrate the Lord's Day by
parties of pleasure, sports

and  games,
In Catholie Treland, besides games and
sports, the day is profaned by seditious
political demonstrations.

9
0ODD METHODS OF EXERCISE.

Most people who have passed their first
youth discover that some particolar form

of excreise suits them beties than any
vihier and often end by becomin devoi
to that special exercis In a lew cases

hobbies of this kind develop in such pe-
cular fashion as to be worthy of record.

An example in point is thar ef @ weil-
kuown Londoner recently ratized from the
aclive management of an enormons buei-
ness which s still in existence and under-
takes contracts for almost every Governs
ment in the world,  This gent!2maa wien
residing m his London house gets up var-
ly, takes a bath, then goes to bed again
for two hours,  He pises a second time,
partak ¢ of lght relveshments and then
pute on very heavy cluthes. mgh he
Las splendid carriages ot his own, an ord-
inary four-wheel cab s called and wats
it the door. Tt is the butier's futy to tind
cut the exact direction of the wnd wnd
wnen this has been ascerva nvd tne gentle
man gets into the cab and drives as near
as may be exactly into the eye of the wind
tor a distance of precisely two miles.  He
then gets out and walks home with the
wind at his back at a meacwred pace, the
cab following close belind,

Ths same gentleman hae at his conntry
home an asphalted walking teawek precsely
two miles long. At certain distmces are
staall vest hotiees, in each of which i« to be

found a goodly stock of umbreiias and
mackintoshea, as well as refreshmends,
sotid and bguid,  He himsell walie toond

this track every morning and expeets all
his guests to do the same, 1 it rains,
they are, of course, always within reach ot
shelter and can eithep waio il
cednes OF continie under
intosh and wmbrelia,
Another wealthy Londuier, who is pers
haps one of the busiesc it alive,
clares that e has @0 time for tasing ovd-

the rain

cover of mack-

mary exercise sullicent to ken e in
proper health and  condition fe has,
Jlowever, discovered a mabstiiute.  Pvery
morning he is driven to the house of a
well-known electrical specal and there

en hadi an hour ol ¢
he declares, s
other

Al mssage

worih two houre of
any s )

pearauce seems to confivm lis statement.

Torm ol exere st aind

There ave instances ol e whore cny
excreise s taken in the vours o davkness,
An eceentric millionaire who nas a villa at
Cimiez, on the Rivera, teus the 1ght vi
aay as he would the juagae “w.ng to a

witeh's prophecy, and walke out only at
night, a cloee® and shutiered cactiage al-
ways i atleadance lest auy redent 1.

poseibly delay lim tll the dreaded dawn.
A wealthy American, Mr. John Kams-
ler, who lives mnear Detroi’, has nad a
treadmill fitted in his bouse. The r
is that many years ago he was |
for an olfence or whieh he was
He found the treadmill such a sple
form of exercise thac after he was reie
he had one constructed for his private
use. and every day tanes two hali hours
upon the machine. He declares that
slll'll' is nothing like 1t for weeping down
Teght.—London Tit-Bits,

One of our bright young ministers in
the person of Dr. George B. MeLeod, of
Truro, N8, is called to the pastorate of
the Central Church, St Paul, Minn,, the
largest esbyterian congregation in the
city,  Dr. Meleod's decision is not yet
known; but many of his friends in the
Canadian Church will be glad if he decides
on remaining in Canada,

The Bishop of London, supporting a
decision of the Viear of Christ Church,
Lancaster Gate, has ruled that no pro-
fessing Unitarians can be married in any
church in his diocese.  This declaration
was in answer to the application of a
young American couple who had secured
a license for that parish to be joined in
marriage.  1f marriage is regarded as a

sacrament, then a church may withhold
from those who do not profess faith in
ita creed.  In Dr. Clifford’s  Baptist

Churel, in the same district for which the
license was issued, the couple were wel-
comed and made one,




